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AIDEN
JUST LOST TO
\ " HARVARD!/

YOU DO
UNDERSTAND,
MEANS AIDEN
TWO LOSSES

AS WELL!

IF AIDEN
HAS TWO

T
THAT
HAS
NOW

LOSSES.—.



YOU'RE IN Y
WITH A SHOT! YOU
COULD MAKE THE
\ TEAM!

YOU'RE TIED FOR THIRD PLACE

WITH AIDEN AND EUGENE, AND

WITH ONLY A FEW MATCHES LEFT
IN THE TOURNAMENT!

IF
I CAN MAKE
IT THROUGH
WITHOUT
ANOTHER
LOSS--

-YOU'LL BE
ABLE TO STAY AT
THE SCHOOL! AND WE

CAN DO MIDNIGHT SNACKS,

AND MAKEOVERS, AND GO
ON DAY TRIPS AND--

MAKEOVERS?
IT'S TRUE I
WOULD LOOK
AWESOME,

I DON'T NEED A
MAKEOVER. I HAVE
AMALING FASHION

SENSE.

WEARING N
BLACK JEANS
AND A BLACK
TANK TOP ALL
N\ THE TIME?

I WEAR
OTHER
THINGS!

SOMETIMES I
WEAR A BLACK
T-SHIRT.

I HAVE TO .
WIN TO HAVE THAT
FUTURE...TO STAY

ON AT THIS

SCHOOL...




KALLY HAD A
ROUGH PATCH
YESTERDAY. YOU
THINK HE'LL
LOSE AGAIN
TODAY?

S
ABOUT TO
FENCE THAT
FRESHMAN--
NICHOLAS.

SURELY HE'LL
AT LEAST

I HOPE
SO. KALLY
CAN'T AFFORD
TO LOSE RNO'THER

MATCH. HE'S
BASICALLY OUT OF
THE RUNNING

ONLY A
MIRACLE

COULD SAVE

ALREADY. A HIM NOW.

NOW C'MON.
LET'S GO
ACE IT!

N

YOUR
TOUGHEST MATCHES
ARE BEHIND YOU. YOU'VE
ALREADY FENCED EVERYONE
ON THE TEAM.

EVEN
THOUGH WE
DIDN'T WIN AT
STATE, SOME OF MY
BEST MEMORIES
WERE FROM THE
FENCING
TEAM.

THAT'S
WHAT I'M
FENCING
FOR.




Match 16: Nicholas Cox vs. Kally Jenkins

THE WHOLE TEAM
1S OUT TO WATCH
KALLY!

IF KALLY
LOSES, HE'S
OUT FOR
BOTH WAYS. IF
NICHOLAS LOSES,
HE'LL BE PUSHED

OUT OF THE
RUNNING TCO.

IT'S SO HARD TO
WATCH! I DON'T
KNOW WHO I'M
ROCTING

FOR!

AS FENCERS, THEY
COULDN'T BE MORE
DIFFERENT.

"WALLY'S ALWAYS

BEEN THE TEAM'S

MOST DEPENDABLE
FENCER.

"NICHOLAS 1S WILDLY
INCONSISTANT. HE
SHOWED HE HAD SPEED
AND SURPRISING
INSTINCTS WHEN HE
BEAT AIDEN--"

THAT WAS
JUST A FLUKE!

--BUT
HIS TECHNIQUE
IS POOR AND
MAKES
ELEMENTARY
MISTAKES.

THE ONLY
THING HE AND
KALLY HAVE IN
COMMON |5 THE
HIGH STAKES OF
THE MATCH.

7O STAY
ON AT THIS
SCHOOL.




C'MON,
KALLY!

BACK OF THE STRIP,
HE'LL LOSE THE POINT.

KEEPING YOUR OPPONENT
NEAR THE END ZONE IS AN
AGGRESSIVE

TACTIC.

IT KEEPS THEM CORNERED,
HOPING THE PRESSURE WILL
FORCE THEM INTO A
MISTAKE--




7 CHON,
KALLY! DON'T
LET Hil PUSH
YOy AROUND

THE STRIP!

NICHOLAS Ly [ BUT KALLY IS USED TO FENCING
IS HOLDING ~ - AGGRESSIVE FENCERS SINCE HE
ONTO HIS ¢4 3 ALWAYS _T;;S@;CES WITH

EXTON

EVERYONE'S BEEN
FOCUSED ON SEUI.
COACH'S LITTLE
PRODIGY WHO'S
GOING SAVE US ALL [

FROM BIG BAD /.

NICHOLAS
1S ONLY JUST
QUTSIDE THE

TOP THREE.

BUT

WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT
IT, IT'S

i

NICHOLAS HAS MADE IT
THIS FAR WITH ONLY
TWO LOSSES.

/ ESPECIALLY )
WHEN YOU SEE
HIM FENCE.




THEY'RE TIED.
FITTING FOR THE
TWO SCHOLARSHIP
STUDENTS!

MIGHT BOTH
HAVE A SCHOLARSHIF,

BUT THEY'RE NOT
THE SAME. A

"WALLY'S HERE
ON ACADEMIC
SCHOLARSHIP.

"HE DOESN'T HAVE
AS MUCH TIME TO
TRAIN BECAUSE HE
HAS TO MAINTAIN

HIS GRADES.”

EVEN AT OUR MEETS, T
HE WAS ALWAYS  /
STUDYING.

HE WORKS \
TWICE AS HARD |
AS EVERYONE |

ELSE. /

LAST YEAR, I

MADE THE TEAM

FOR THE FIRST ()
TIME.

ALTHOUGH
IT WAS HARD TO

BALANCE FENCING

AGRINST STUDY--




--COMPETING WITH

THE TEAM WERE MY

FAVORITE TIMES AT
SCHOOL.

"'THE FRIENDSHIPS FROM
COMPETITION--

--HOW IT FELT
TO FENCE FOR
THE TEAM--

‘--WE DIDN'T WIN,
BUT WE HAD EACH
OTHER'S BACK.”




THAT'S WHAT
I'M FENCING FOR.
MY LAST YEAR. MY
LAST CHANCE.

LET HIM KEEP
YOU IN THE END
10NE!

1-12 10
KALLY. I CAN'T
BELIEVE IT'S THIS
CLOSE!

COME ON,
KALLY!




THAT'S
NICHOLAS'S
MATCH AGAINST
KALLS.

COME
| WATCH MY
ﬁ MATCH!

'S ONLY
BECAUSE I DON'T
HAVE ANYTHING
BETTER TO PO
RIGHT NOW.

(I WONDER HOW <
BIG KALLY'S
LEAD IS?

) o°







HOW CAN
NICHOLAS BE
TIED WITH
KALLY?

WHEN
I WATCH HIM
FENCE, HE STILL
HAS THE SAME
PROBLEMS.

LIKE THAT.
A TYPICAL
RECKLESS
ATTACK--




--NICHOLAS
TH










| WE REALLY
WERE.

HAHA! WE
DIDN'T WIN
ANYTHING!

AIDEN
NEVER CAME TO
MATCHES.
TANNER

' WAS ALWAYS
FLIPPING OUT AT
\ THE REFS.

GOOD MATCH, NICHOLAS.
YOUR FENCING'S COME A LONG
WAY SINCE YOUR FIRST DAY

Just
PROMISE ME
ONE THING. IF YOU
MAKE IT THROUGH,
YOU'LL FENCE YOUR
BEST FOR OUR

SCHOOL.







THE NATI
CHAMPION. THE
BOY WHO-- /

1 DON'T
FENCE LIKE
ANYBODY BUT
ME. NOW LET
ME OUT OF
HERE.

N

a

I DON'T
KNOW WHAT
\ YOU'RE TALKING
h ABOUT.

r

— 7

TELL ME
‘ whY YOU \
ENCE LIKE \
JESSE.
N >

L




JESSE, JESSE,
JESSE--

--IS HE
ALL YOU THINK
ABOUT?

JUST
BECAUSE HE BEAT
YOU ONCE, YOU'RE
OBSES“SED WITH
M.

HE'S THE BEST FENCER IN THE
COUNTRY. I KNOW EVERYTHING
ABOUT HIM. WHATEVER YOUR
CONNECTION WITH HIM, I'M
GOING TO FIND OUT
WHAT IT IS.

HE MAY
HAVE BEATEN ME
ONCE, BUT I'M GOING
TO BE READY. THE NEXT
TIME WE FENCE, HE'LL
SEE THAT I--

stoP
TALKING ABOUT
JESSE! I'M THE
ONE YOU'RE
FENCING
NEXT!

/,

YOUR RIVAL,
NOT JESSE.

I TOLD \ I'LL
YOU I'D PROVE BEAT HIM, IF
MYSELF TO YOU THAT'S WHAT IT
AND I WILL. TAKES.

I'M GOING
TO MAKE YOU
LOOK AT ME. ME.
NOT JESSE.







TANNER'S

GOING TO RUN SOME
SUICIDES. CAN YOU BOYS
PICK UP A COUPLE OF
ORANEE FIELD MARKERS

FROM THE SUPPLY
ROOM?

SURE THING,
COACH.

KALLY'S RIGHT. —
NICHOLAS 18 | PLEASE

IMPROVING  |/"  DON'T REMIND ME SINCE WE'RE
WITH EVERY OF MY ONLY OTHER LOSS . ALONE, THERE'S
MATCH. IN THE TOURNAMENT. i SOMETHING I'VE
THE MEMORY 1S TOO BEEN WANTING
PAINFUL. TO ASK YOU.
o T
»

I WAS
WONDERING...
THAT IS...

YOU REALLY
THROW YOUR MATCH
AGAINST NICHOLAS,

OR DID HE BEAT

YOU FAIRLY?

OH, THAT.
THEIS'I'RUTH




To Be (ontinued..:
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NICHOLAS!
WHAT HAPPENED
TO YOUR LIP?

IT DOESN'T
MATTER. COME

MEET MY
ABUELITA!

PLEASED TO
MEET YOU, MRS.
RODRIGUE?,

YOU MUsT

BE NICHOLAS.

BOBBY'S TOLD US

SO MUCH RBOUT
You.

HAHAHA,

HE TALKS ABOUT YOUR
ABUELITA!

ROOMMATE SEDI A LOT TOO.
HE'S THE HANDSOME ONE WITH
THE BEAUTY MARK AND THE
DARK EYES, RIGHT?

YOU KNOW, NICHOLAS IS ONE OF THE ONLY

BOVYS STILL IN THE RUNNING TO MAKE THE

TEAM. F HE WINS HIS LAST MATCH, HE'S
THROUGH!

THAT'S
WONDERFUL! I HOPE
NICHOLAS WILL COME AND
VISIT US DURINGBBﬁEgK I'LL

PEﬂCH MELBﬂ FOR 'DESSERT'
THAT ONE'S A FAVORITE.




I'D LOVE TO, MRS. WE'RE SO PROUD OF YOU, SON.
RODRIGUEL. YOU'RE GOING TO DO A GREAT

JOB LEADING THE TEAM
AGAIN THIS YEAR.

-

EVERYONE'S FAMILY
SEEMS REALLY NICE.

- UM. DON'T YOU

/ THINK YOU SHOULD BE
HI NATHALIE! WEARING "GO TANNER"
Hi SANDUNI! § T-SHIRTS?

TANNER




WELCOME TO ALL THE
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF

HIN?S ROW WHO'VE COME

'O WATCH THE FINAL
MATCHES OF THE
TOURNAMENT.

ISN'T SHE WAY

TECHNICALLY, SHE'S
My DAD'S LATEST
WIFE.




NO COACHING TO THE REST OF YOU,
FROM THE G00D LUCK! LET'S
SIDELINES. ALL HAVE A GREAT

TOURNAMENT.
M

NO
BACKSEAT
FENCING.

YOU'RE ON
NOTICE.

EVERYONE'S FAMILY IS IT's LUCKY I'M
HERE TO SUPPORT NOT DISTRACTED
THEM. I BY ANY OF
THAT.

BECAUSE
THIS IS IT. THIS
1S THE MATCH T
CAME HERE TO

FIGHT.




You
AND I HAVE
UNFINISHED

BUSINESS.

THEN
WE FINISH IT
ON THE 1S IT MY
STRIP. | IMAGINATION OR DO

NICHOLAS AND SEIJI LOOK
KIND OF BEAT UP?

YOU SHOULD HAVE THEY HAD A
SEEN THEM IN THE FIGHT?!
SUPPLY ROOM
EARLIER.

HARVARD AND SEUI
ONLY HAVE ONE LOSS.
THEY'RE THE FAVORITES

TO MAKE IT.

THE FINAL
ROUND...

N THE
SUPPLY ROOM?
CLASSIC.

AIDEN ARE YOU Y
SKIPPING_YOUR FINAL
MATCH?! GO AND

TRIP!

‘M IN
GROUP 2 THIS
ROUND! I DON'T
| FENCE UNTIL LATER!

"NICHOLAS, EUGENE AND
AIDEN EACH HAVE TWO
LOSSES.

"THIS FINAL ROUND IS
CRITICAL. THEY NEED A
WIN TO GO THROUEH.”

LT I I




THS 18 1 HEARD e o ! i}
J L il me froad ({
@ 600D! - t -
SCHOLARSHIP our ~
i KD HAS 4O NcHOL st
CHANCE.

T —f5= -

L TOLD YOU 10 T
N
ABOUT HME




= --IT'S LIKE HE'S
THE ONE YOU
WANT--

--IT’S LIKE HE’S THE ONE
YOU'RE LOOKING FOR--

IT'S NOT

AGAINST THE

RULES TO HIT
HARD.

1S THIS

SOMETHING

WE SHOULD
STOP?

HALT! BREAK
FOR ONE
MINUTE!







T TIT

YEARS OF CLASSICAL

"BUT SELJI IS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU
TAKE A PRODIGY AND GIVE HIM FIFTEEN

TRAINING.

\\

NICHOLAS'S
LEFT-HANDEDNESS
USUALLY GIVES HIM
MORE OF AN
ADVANTAGE.

A

FORGET. JESSE
COSITE IS LEFT-
HANDED.

SEDI LOST
TO JESSE AT
NATIONALS.

--I CAN'T
BREAK
THROUGH.

EXACTLY.
YOU THINK THERE'S
ANY CHANCE SEIJI DIDN'T
SPEND THE LAST YEAR
TRAINING ACAINST
LEFT-HANDED
OPPONENTS?

THAT SPEED, THAT
TECHNIQUE THAT NO
MHTTIE)}E) WHAT I

\

'S
LIKE EACH
OF THEM IS
PUSHING THE

OTHER.

POTENTIAL I SAW

THIS IS THE
AT REGIONALS.

INDIVIDUALLY,

SEIJl AND NICHOLAS
EACH HAVE TALENT.
BUT WHEN THEY'RE
TOGETHER--




SELI'S TECHNIQUE
"--SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY 1S NEUTRALIZING
HAPPENS. " NICHOLAS'S

SPEED!

IT'S WORKING
BOTH WAYS. NICHOLAS
IS PUSHING SEIJI TO A WHOLE
OTHER LEVEL. IT'S LIKE IN HIS
MIND SEDI'S FACING
SOMEONE DIFFERENT,
SOMEONE BETTER. A

THIS IS THE BEST I'VE
EVER SEEN NICHOLAS
FENCE.

I KNOW WHAT

FENCE LIKE
HIM.

THIS WHOLE

TIME THAT I'VE

BEEN CHASING
HiM--




7~ —-HE'S BEEN Y22
CHASING

Qo) Fesse

4@%

HALT! BREAK |
FOR ONE




JESSE DIDN'T GIVE
ME ANYTHING!
EVERYTHING I
HAVE--

--SHOW
ME WHAT YOU
GOT FROM

JESSE.




|
\

S

N A




YOU REALIZE IT'S
ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE
TO COME B

ACK FROM

A 14-1 LEAD,
RIGHT?

I DON'T
THINK IT MATTERS.
THAT ONE POINT...I
THINK IT WAS REALLY
IMPORTANT TO
NICHOLAS.




I FEEL IT.

WE BOTH
FEEL IT.

C'MON
NICHOLAS, GO

FOR NUMBER L
TWO! ,&

WHATEVER THE OUTCOME
OF THE 17;?”’ IT FEELS




--SOMETHING HAS
CHANGED.

NOT
EVERYONE LOSES

\ TO SEDI, YOU KNOW.

\ | THE REALLY EXCELLENT

FENCERS BEAT HIM.  /




NICHOLAS!
EUGENE LOST
TOO--AGAINST
HARVARD!

YOU'RE TIED!
YOU'RE TIED
WITH EUGENE
FOR THIRD
PLACE!

OH RIGHT. THE
RANKINGS--THE
TOURNAMENT. FOR
A MOMENT, I
FORGOT--

SO IT ALL
COMES DOWN
TO AIDEN.

0

AIDEN'S

FINAL MATCH
15 COMING UP
— 4 IF HE WINS, HE'S

THROUGH,

IF HE LOSES...HE'LL BE
TIED FOR THIRD PLACE
WITH ME AND EUGENE.

THEN MAYBE--

C'MON,
LET'S GO WATCH
AIDEN'S MATCH
TOGETHER!

\l

YOU 60
AHEAD. 1 JUST
WANT TO BE ALONE
FOR A SECOND.
You Kuoad, SOAK
ITIN.

NICHOLAS...
ARE YOU
OKAY?

SURE!
I PROMISE.
I'LL CATCH
UP SOON.




YOU MAY NOT HAVE

MADE THE TEAM, BUT

YOU FENCED YOUR
BEST.

YOU DID
SO WELL, NATHAN!
A PERSONAL
BEST!

I LOVE
O WATCH |
YOU FENCE, |
MR,




MY MOM DIDN'T COME EITHER.
I MEAN, I DIDN'T REALLY EXPECT
HER TO. SHE'S NOT EXACTLY
BIG ON PARENT
STUFF.

MY FATHER HAS
IMPORTANT THINGS
TO DO.

SAME!
TOTALLY. MY MOM,
SHE'S LIKE, ALWAYS
DOING IMPORTANT

THINGS.

ANYWAY, T JUST
WANTED TO SAY,
CONGRATULATIONS.

YOU MADE
THE TEAM. THAT'S
AWESOME. YOU DESERVE
TO HAVE SOMEONE HERE
TO CONGRATULATE YOU.

IT'S A HIGH SCHOOL FENCING
TEAM. HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION
DOESN'T AFFECT NATIONAL POINTS

I . OR RANKINGS.

RISHT. YOU DON'T EVEN
CARE THAT YOU MADE THE
TEAM. IT'S NOTHING

TO YOU.




SCHOOL, IT
REALLY MEANT A LOT
TO ME. I NEVER HAD
FRIENDS WHO WERE

INTO FENCING
BEFORE.

COACH
WILLIAMS, SHE HELPED
ME SO MUCH...I WAS

GETTING BETTER.

I THOUGHT, IF
I STAYED HERE,

I cou
REALLY BE A
FENCER.

IT MUST
SEEM STUPID
TO YOu.

ANYWAY,
AIDEN'S A 600D
FENCER. HE'LL PROBABLY
WIN, AND YOU'LL GET WHAT
YOU WANT, YOUR ROOM
TO YOURSELF AGAIN.

BUT WHATEVER

YOU TENSE YOUR
SHOULDER.

"

IT
TELEGRAPHS YOUR
ATTACKS. YOUR SHOULDER
MOVES BEFORE YOU DO.
THOUGH YOU'VE GOTTEN BETTER
SINCE YOU STARTED PRACTICING
IN THE MORNINGS.

YOU'RE SAYING IF
I FIX THAT, I COULD
BEAT YOU?

|F YOU
FIX THAT, I HAVE A

:
f” LIST OF OTHER PROBLEMS
- YOU CAN WORK ON.




e
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1 ASKED SEUI TO ) AND I SAID 1P
WATCH THE FINAL [ THAT WE WERE
MATCH WITH ME.

FRIENDS.







SO...WHAT DO YOU

DO ON YOUR : .
WEEKENDS? \ /

THIS SPACE

EXCUSE ME, IS
)
I\ TAKEN? 4?

NO! PLEASE
TALK TO US! T
MEAN, JOIN US.

COME ON ARE

BOYS, YOU YOU BOYS

Cﬁﬁ STAND TRYING OUT
ERE.




MY SON'S TRYING

Knoww Facts

EUGENE

» Jock

* Gives
knuckle
rubs

« calls
everyone
bud or
bro

HE
ATTACKS
WITH A BENT
ARM.

I'M GONNA
TRY OUT FOR
THE FENCING
TEAM!

EUGENE'S
TRIED OUT FOR THE
TEAM EVERY YEAR, BUT
HE'S NEVER GOTTEN
CLOSE BEFORE.

THIS IS MY
YEAR, MA, 1
FEEL IT.

GONNA SMASH IT
THIS YEAR, T 6OT
THIS!

fug‘ene, age I5.



THE KINGS ROW FEES ARE
EXPENSIVE BUT IT'S WORTH THE
EXTRA SHIFTS TO SEND EUGENE

TO A SCHOOL WHERE HE

CAN DO THE SPORT HE
LOVES.

MAKING
THE FENCING
TEAM MEANS THE
WORLD TO
HIM.

I'M GONNA BE A
FENCER LIKE YOU
SOMEDAY!

OKAY, EUGENE AND
LI'L BRO! SHOW I ARE IN THE
SAME BOAT.

THE ONLY WAY EITHER OF US
ME YOUR BEST CAN MAKE IT
LUNGE.

15 IF AIDEN
LOSES THIS MATCH.

EUGENE...YOU EVERYTHING
THINK EITHER OF DEPENDS ON THE
US HAS ANY GUY AIDEN'S
CHANCE? FENCING.




BUT IF I CAN'T
GET ON THE TEAM,
AT LEAST I CAN
MAKE SURE--

TWENTY FOUR
MATCHES.

AIDEN WAS
RIGHT...I'M
NOT GOOD

ENOUGH.

--THAT
AIDEN DOESN'T
GET ON THE TEAM
EITHER.

AIDEN KANE, HE'S
A RICH, SPOILED BRAT
WHO'S HAD EVERYTHING
IN LIFE HANDED
TO HIM.

BUT HE'S NOT
GOING TO HAVE
THIS.

I'M GOING
TO WIN THIS MATCH
AND MAKE SURE THAT
HE NEVER MAKES
THE TEAM.




I'M GLAD
YOU'RE HERE,
MRS. KANE.

IT WILL MEAN
A LOT TO AIDEN.

THIS MATCH IS
REALLY IMPORTANT
FOR HIM. IF

HE WINS, HE
MAKES THE
TEAM.

AIDEN
MAY NOT SHOW
1T, BUT DEEP
DOWN, HE
REALLY--

CAN YOU
HELP ME WITH A
SELFIE FOR A
SECOND?

LATER! I'M

OFF TO THE

HAMPTONS!
KN

I GUESS
.srsnh:rE Ee"og .
IN& FOR
ThE Pt wéxgr? lgur mFE'm%E
WHO'S BETTER INTIMIDATING.
LOOKING, AIDEN
OR HIS MOM.

THE KANE
FAMILY IS ON
A DIFFERENT

LEVEL.




THE HAMPTONS
OR WEST PALM
) BEACH?

UM. YOUR MOM
WANTED TO STAY,
BUT SOMETHING
URGE!S; CAME

SHE MIGHT NOT BI
HERE, BUT I AM. I'M
HERE, AND I KNOW
YOU CAN WIN THIS
MATCH.

I BELIEVE
IN YOU.

HARVARD,
I COULDN'T CARE
LESS ABOUT IT. SHE'S
NOT EVEN MY
MOM.

YOU WANT
TO STOP FLIRTING
WITH THE CAPTAIN

AND GET ON THE
STRIP?

SOME
OF US ARE
ACTUALLY HERE

TO FENCE.




AIDEN'S FENCING HAS
ALWAYS DEPENDED ON
HIS MOOPD.

YOU KNOW,
RAY--

- v ¥

(P

@ GUARD
CHECK!

MAYBE
THEY'LL THINK
YOU'RE FUN FOR

A WHILE--

--BUT

ONCE THEY SEE THE

REAL YOU, THEY'LL
KNOW--

--YOU'RE
NOT WORTH
ANYONE'S TIME OR
ATTENTION.

THIS IS
GOING TO BE A
BLOODBATH.




--HAS
TOTALLY
LOST IT.

OUR
FUTURES DEPEND
ON JAY WINNING, BUT
IT LOOKS LIKE JAY--

IT'S BECAUSE
THEY, YOU KNOW.

O I DON'T
UNDERSTAND WHY -
O I8Y 15 FENCING 5O /
—\ " EMOTIONALLY. e

IDN'T
YOU ALSO HAVE A

GIANT MELTDOWN WHEN
YOU FENCED AIDEN?

YOU GUYS

WILL FIGURE IT

OUT ONE DAY.
PROBABLY.




I TOLD
YOU I WAS TOO
GOOPD FOR YOU.

TO JUST TO HAVE WHETHER
STAND HERE - OR NOT I MAKE THE
POWERLESS TEAM DEPEND ON

[ SOMEONE ELSE'S

ON THE
SIDELINES-- MATCH--

--/§
TERRIBLE.




HALT! BREAK
FOR ONE
MINUTE!

HE WON'T. HE'S

MAYBE
JAY WILL HAVE A
COMEBACK AFTER
THE BREAK.

...I DON'T LIKE THAT I'M
ROOTING FOR SOMEONE
ELSE TO LOSE, YOU
KNOW?

YEAH.

I KNOW HOW EUGENE

FEELS, BECAUSE I

FEEL THE SAME
WAY.

I SHOULD
HAVE MADE IT
ON MY OWN.

INSTEAD I'M STANDING HERE
ON THE SIDELINES—-

P

--HOPING FOR
A MIRACLE.




" BUT SOMETIMES-- r

NO MATTER HOW
STRONGLY YOU
FEEL--

NO MATTER HOW
HARD YOU WORK--

YOU STILL
WON'T GET--

--THE ONE THING
YOU WANT.

=~

THIS IS WHAT IT
FEELS LIKE--




TO HAVE YOUR DREAMS
GO UP IN SMOK

WHAT
THINKING, IF 1'D KIND OF PROTEIN WHEY
JUST TIMED MY PROTEIN DO YOU USE IN PROTEIN
SHAKES BETTER-- YOUR SHAKES? CONCENTRATE.

YOU'D GET BETTER RESULTS
FROM A HYDROLYZED WHEY
PROTEIN ISOLATE.

I THOUGHT A
NCENTRATE, LIKE,

CO| NICHOLAS,
PACKED MORE PROTEIN.

DO YOU THINK--




I LOVE THIS
SCHOOL.

I WANTED
1O STAY.

BUT IN THE
END--







A FENCING TEAM IS MADE
UP OF THREE, BUT THERE'S
ALWAYS A RESERVE FOURTH
MEMBER--EVEN AT THE
OLYMPICS.

YOU MEAN,
THERE'S STILL ONE
MORE SPOT?

YOU MISSED
THE WRAP UP! COACH
SAYS SHE'S ANNOUNCING
| THE RESERVE POSITION
\ TOMORROW.

YOU
DIDN'T KNOW?

"LAST YEAR, THE RESERVE WAS

TANNER. HE ENDED UP FENCING A

UH-HUH! 1T'S BETWEEN

YOU AND EUGENE. YOU

GUYS ARE TIED IN
POINTS,

BETWEEN
ME AND
EUGENE...

WE'RE SO
PROUD OF YOU,
EUGENE!

LOOKS
LIKE IT REALLY
I:‘IRKE IS YOUR
YEAR!
THE TEAM AND

BE A FAMOUS
FENCER, RIGHT?

YOu
GONNA




THE TRUTH
IS, I'M HAVING
DIFFICULTY
DECIDING.

--BUT EUGENE
WON THE MATCH
WHEN HE FENCED
NICHOLAS IN THE

TOURNAMENT.

LEWIS, CAN YOU
EXCUSE US FOR A
MOMENT?




I THINK YOU SHOULD

EUGENE,
HE'S BEEN
AIMING AT THIS
HIS WHOLE
LIFE.

AND HIS
WHOLE FAMILY
IS COUNTING
ON HIM, YOU
KNOW?

HERE.
READ IT.
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Fencing is wmy cl\’&a\'n, but 1 gotta
do what’s vight. 1 uank you to
make Nicholag Xeam ceserve,
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I DON'T NOT A SINGLE
KNOW WHAT -
TO SAY.
i PUT FEELINGS
AHEAD OF

%

I SHOULD
CUT YOU BOTH
FROM THE TEAM FOR

LACKING KILLER

INSTINCT.

THOUGH THIS SURE
DOESN'T MAKE MY
DECISION ANY
EASIER.

...BUT KIMGS'..1

ROW IS A TEAM, i
WH ol o

EACH OTHER. ANNOUNCING MY DECISION

ASSEMBLY. FOR NOW,
SCRAM. GO ON.







HE MAD  JOAWA

o
OX s PAL‘AJ%’N







% ﬂRE YOou
g

IT'S JUST STRANGE TO
THINK THAT EVERYTHING
WILL BE DECIDE
TOMORROW.
THIS
MIGHT BE MY
LAST NIGHT
HERE.




AND EVEN
WHEN I LOST, [
DIDN'T WANT TO GIVE
UP. INSTEAD, IT FELT
LIKE...

L

"WINNING FOR THE FIRST TIME,
T WAS EXHILARATING.”

LY

GIVE ANYTHING
TO KEEP
FENCING.




DO YOU EVER LOOK AT
THESE RUBBER DUCKS
AND WONDER IF THE
UNIVERSE--

I'M
PUTTING MY
HEADPHONES
ON.




THE BIG ANNOUNCEMENT...
PART OF ME DOESN'T
WANT TO GO IN__.

HEY, NICHOLAS! YOU BETTER
WATCH OUT! COACH IS TOTALLY
GOING TO PICK ME FOR
RESERVE!

HE'S BOASTING, BUT
I KNOW HE SENT
THAT LETTER...
()

@

ji7

UNDERNEATH
IT ALL, EUSENE IS
A GOOD GUY.

NO
WAY, IT'S ME
ALL THE
WAY!




ALL
STAND FOR
THE SCHOOL
SONG.

...OUR BONDS
ARE STRONG, OUR '
ROW! FROM COURAGE TRUE . UNITATIS
TOWERS UP ON HiIGH TOGETHER IN THE MIRABILE
WE FLY THE RED GUAD, THE HALL VINCULUM--
AND BLUE... WE STAND TOGETHER
ONE AND ALL...

THANK YOU, .
PRINCIPAL EISLER,
I'LL NOW ﬂNNﬁ)l‘JEIgZRE | i
m?llifkﬁfglsollow KATAYAMA, AIDEN
FENCING KANE AND HARVARD LEE,
TEAM. PLEASE COME UP ON STAGE
AND RECEIVE YOUR PINS.

AND NOW FOR

THE ANNOUNCEMENT
OF THE RESERVE
FENCER...

AFTER
SOME EXTREMELY
DIFFICULT DELIBERATIONS

WITH PRINCIPAL EISLER,
WE HAVE DECIDED--







THE
LIGHTS ARE

$0 BRIGHT
& UP HERE.

I'VE NEVER
DONE WELL AT
ANYTHING IN
SCHOOL

THIS
TEAM PIN...
TS REALLY

MINE.




DON'T YOU THINK NICHOLAS
IS OVERREACTING TO THAT
HANDSHAKE?

’

SEI)
APPROVAL IS A BIG
AL FOR NICHOLAS.

DE 3
I THINK IT MEANS MORE TO |

HIM THAN YOU REALIZE.




WE MADE
THE DEBATE
TEAM! AFTER ALL
OUR HARD

=

/" AND N
ANNOUNCEMENT

D NOW THE

OF THE SCHOOL 3
\ DEBATE TEAM. /00N

OUR
RIVALRY ISN'T OVER,
AMIR! T'LL BEAT YOU TO
FIRST SPEAKER POSITION!

il

‘ I'M REALLY

‘ HAPPY FOR
NICHOLAS.

I COULD HAVE DONE |

BETIER. I JUST HAD  |=
SOME PERSONAL i
CIRCUMSTANCES...

I COULDN'T
FOCUS AFTER
AIDEN DUMPED ME.




USE ME,
MS. ZHANG. COACH
WILLIAMS WANTS TO SEE
NICHOLAS COX AND
SEIJl KATAYAMA.

DO YOU KNOW
WHAT THIS 1S
ABOUT?

YOU BOYS ARE EXCUSED, BUT DON'T
FORGET WE'LL HAVE A SHORT Quiz
TOMORROW MORNING!

| d 4

PRACTICE,
MAYBE?

WAIT--WHERE ARE
WE GOING? THIS
ISN'T THE WAY TO
THE FENCING
SALLE.




GOOD.
NOW WE'RE

ALL HERE.
FOLLOW ME

THERE'S
ONLY ONE wAY
TO MAKE IT OFF
SCHOOL GROUNDS
WITHOUT BEING
SEEN.

You
HAVE TO CLIMB
THIS WALL, THEN
MAKE A DASH
FOR I'HE TREE

DO IT. CAN
You?

EUGENE?

DO YOU KNOW
WHAT'S HAPPENING?
HARVARD WON'T TELL

US ANYTHING!

NO CLUE.
HARVARD JUST
PULLED ME OUT
OF CLASS AND
BROUGHT
ME HERE.

THE CAPTAIN HAS

AN UNEXPECTED

DARK SIDE! ARE YOU

READY TO
CLIMB?




UPPER ARM
STRENGTH.

FIRST WE HAD
1O CLIMB

BRO,
YOU WERE RIGHT
ABI N

MORNING!

I'M ONLY
STANDING
HERE BECAUSE
HARVARD TOLD
ME TO.

THE GATE WATCHMAN'S ROUNDS HAVE
A ONE-MINUTE BLIND SPOT WHEN HE
TURNS HIS BACK. YOU HAVE TO MAKE
THE DASH TO THE TREE LINE
IN THAT TIME.




STOP SAYING
"FIRST”. THAT WAS A
MEANINGLESS RACE,
AND I'LL BEAT YOU

NEXT TIME.

WE'RE GOING

HIS BALANCE 1S
UNBELIEVABLE!

THINK OF IT LIKE A
GYM BALANCE, THINK
OF IT M

LIKE A &
BALANCE, THINK OF .
il

IT LIKE A GYM--

NOW
WE JUST GO
THROUGH THIS
DOOR--







WHAT /S THIS
PLACE?

THIS IS OUR
CLUBHOUSE. KINGS
ROW FENCERS HAVE
BEEN COMING HERE THEY PASSED
SINCE BEFORE ANY THE SECRET DOWN TO
OF US ATTENDED | ys, AND NOW WE'RE PASSING
THIS SCHOOL. IT ON TO YOU.

WE HANG OUT
HERE, BUT IT'S ALSO
THE PLACE WHERE
WE MAKE OUR
PLEDGE TO
THE TEAM.
£
CARRYING ON THE
TRADITION, JUST
LIKE YOU WILL

WITH FUTURE
FENCERS.

THE FENCING TEAM \ ONCE YOU'VE MADE THE
PLEDGE! IT'S ALWAYS —_— PLEDGE, YOU CARVE
BEEN MY DREAM TO ( YOUR INITIALS INTO
TAKE PART! I HEARD o THE WOOD.

RUMORS ABOUT IT

EVERY YEAR !

EVERYONE PUT

YOUR HANDS ON
THE EPEE.




I MADE THE

NOW REPEAT AFTER ME:
I PLEDGE TO FENCE MY
BEST, HONOR MY
OPPOMNENTS-- --AND
STAND WITH
MY TEAMMATES
TOGET'TER AS
E.

EVERYONE'S
INITIALS ARE HERE.
TR....THAT'S TANNER.
H.L. HARVARD...AND
AIDEN.. KALLY...

WAS THE TEAM
CAPTAIN WHEN I
WAS A FRESHMAN.
I REALLY LOOKED
UP TO HIM.

TOGETHER
AS ONE!

AND THE FIRST
NAME...R.C....
ROBERT
COSTE?!

THAT'S
RIGHT, IT MIGHT
JUST BE A LEGEND, BUT
THEY SAY HE'S THE ONE
WHO DISCOVERED
THIS PLACE.

-..I'M CARVING
MY NAME INTO
THE WOOD:




KALLY
RAIDED THE
KITCHENS.

I 60T
WHAT WE NEED
TO MAKE GRILLED

CHEESE OVER
THE FIRE.

MARSH-
MALLOWS! WE
CAN TOAST
THEM!

THERE'S
SOMETHING 1
WANT TO SAY
FIRST.

HE TOOK KINGS
WE TALK ABOUT ROBERT
COSTE FOUNDING THIS PLACE.  RQWAS FAR AS WE
HE WAS OUR SCHOOLS EINALS
GREATEST FENCER. y

SELI, IT'S NO
SECRET THAT
YOU'RE THE
BEST FENCER

AT KINGS
ROW.

BUT
1 WANT TO
GO FURTHER
THAN THAT.

You
COULD TAKE US
AS FAR AS ROBERT
COSTE DID,




"4IDEN...NO ONE CAN
READ AN OPPONENT
LIKE YOU CAN.

I BELIEVE IN ALL OF YOU.
AS A TEAM, I BELIEVE WE
CAN WIN THE STATE
CHAMPIONSHIPS.

WE HAVE
THE BEST
CAPTAIN.

CONFOUND ALMOST
ANY FENCER.

THIS SCHOOL HAS
NEVER HAD THE TALENT
THAT IT HAS THIS
YEAR.

"EUGENE...YOUR
ATHLETICISM 15
INCREDIBLE.

"AND SEIJI...AT YOUR BEST
I BELIEVE YOU CAN BEAT
JESSE.”

YOU LEFT QUT
ONE THING

TO THE STATE
CHAMPIONSHIPS!




RIGHT! WE'RE
” NOW THAT THE TEAM ALUMNI
» ME AND KALLY HAVE NOW, AND WE'LL BE
PASSED THE TORCH TO YOU | HERE PUSHING YOU
NEWBIES, YOU BETTER EVERY STEP!
WORK YOUR DON'T
HARDEST! COUNT US OUT OR

UNDERESTIMATE US,
\ EITHER!

AIDEN. GO AND
APOLOGIIE.

WHY IS HE
RUNNING
SUICIDES...?




/" HEY THERE. I
JUST WANTED TO
SAY--

HARVARD
MADE YOU COME
AND APOLOGIZE,

DIDN'T HE?

|

I DON'T NEED AN
APOLOGY. YOU NEVER
MADE ME ANY PROMISES.
AND YOU WERE RIGHT. I
WASN'T 600D ENOUGH
TO MAKE THE

TEAM.
NEXT YEAR,
I'M GOING TO FOCUS
ON COLLEGE, WITHOUT
GETTING DISTRACTED
BY CUTE BOYS.

IT'S NOT YOUR
FAULT YOU WERE
DISTRACTED. 1 AM
VERY CUTE.

CAN I ASK YOU
SOMETHING?

WHY DO
YOU HAVE THAT
RULE, ANYWAY? THAT
YOU DON'T SLEEP
WITH GUYS ON THE

TEAM?

...THE ONE
SOOD THING
IN MY LIFE.

AIDEN!

SEE YOU




THE TRYOUTS
ARE OVER, BUT OUR
HARD WORK IS JUST

BEGINNING.

WE HAVE
THREE WEEKS
UNTIL OUR FIRST

IN THAT

TIME, WE--

SO THIS 1S
WHERE YOU
FENCE.




To Be Continued...




