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SEPTEMBER
Sa+urcla¥
Growv\-uPs are alwa?/s +a|kih3 about the "3006 old

days" and how 'Hwihgs were so much better when
THEY were kids.

But T +hink Hwe)/’re Just Jealous becauvse MY
generation has all this fahcy +ec¥who|037 and stuff
+¥\e7/ didnt MVe 3rowih3 vp.

Believe me, T'm sure when T have kids of my owh,

I’m gohha be -H\e exact same way my Pareh-fs
are NOW.

WHEN I WAS
YOUR AGE, WE
USED OUR LEGS

FOR GETTING
AROUND!

YEAH,
WHATEVER,




Mom's o\|wa7/s sayihs that when SHE was younger,

it was Srecﬁ because eVerybody in town knew
eVery’oody else and i+ was like one giant fqmily.

But that doesnt sound so great to ME. T like
my ‘)riVacy, and T rea“y dont need eVeryohe

khowihs my ?erSOhal business.

HOWDY,

NEIGHBOR! /—
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+hat eVerybody's got +heir nose in a screen and

T

Mom says the ?roblem with Socie+7/ these days is

hobody takes the time to get to know the Peovle

who live around them.

T dont really see eye to eye with Mom on that

1Ssve, 'H'\ou&%.
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PerSOhally, T think a little separation is a
GOOD ‘H\ihs.

YOUR “ffi\\! . |
LEAVES - :
ARE IN |—/ I
MY YARD : ~

o (o)

N

La+e|)/, Mom's been going around town with a
petition to get \Deovle to stop using +heir P}xohes
and electronic sadsﬁs for 1[or+7/-ei3)n+ \wours.

Electronics are cluttering our lives! Let’s put
down our devices for a weekend and get to
know one another! Who'’s in?

41].
42.
3. 43.

—

N




Mom heeds a hundred sighatures before she can
take the petition to Town Hall, but she’s }\avihs
+rouble se‘l"h'hs \Deovle ‘o \Du‘l' ‘H‘\eir hames on it.

Th Jus+ )no‘)iha she siVes up onh +his idea soon,
because it's kind of exhaus-h'hg for the rest of us
o ‘Jre+eh& we don+t know her.

—— . - -

jiSss:niiirE:Y

T rea||7l don*t understand w\\y Mom thinks we
heed o 90 BACKWARD, anyway. From what T
can +ell, the old days werent that much fun.

I'F 7lou ‘H\ihk about it, 7/ou hever see ahyohe n
those black-and-white \>)no+os SMILING.



Tn the old Jays, \Deople were just a whole lot
TOUGHER +han ﬂwey are +oJo\7/.

But humah beihss haVe E\/OL\/ED, and now
we need -H-\ihas like electric toothbrushes and
S‘wo?\)ihs malls and soft-serve ice cream to survive.




T bet our ancestors would be ‘Jreﬂy Jisa‘)‘)oih‘fecl
with the way we turned out. But once 50me{>oc§7/
invented o\ir-cohdi'Hohiha, there really was no
Turning back.

We Ve gotten so spoiled +hat \are‘Hy sooh we woh+
even have to leave our homes if we dont want o.

YOUR BURGER I SAID NO
W QAYONNAISE!




Th fact, the way were headed, Tl bet a
+housand yedrs from row human beihss wonht even

have SPINES.

St In
4%
,?

Some ?eo?|e comvlaih that all this +ec\'\ho|037l
has made us soft. But if you ask me, that's hot
hecessarily a BAD -H\ihg.

There are all SORTS of luxuries howadays that
make People’s lives better. Take baby wipes, for
examvle. Peovle were using regular toilet paper for
hundreds of years, and then all of a sudden some
gehius came up with an idea that was a total
game chahser.




Wha+ rea||7/ amazes me is that it took so LONG
for \Deovle to come vp with the idea. T sen’ously
cant believe +he auy who invented +he ||'3\\+{>u|b
didnt see baby wipes coming.

Ahd w}xo KNOWS w}uﬁ' craz7/ ﬂ\ihs someohe s

gohha come up with hext to make our lives easier.
Whatever it is, though, Tl be the first in line 4o
{)U7’ it.

But if Mom had HER way, wed be |ivih3 like ‘)eople
did before there were computers and cell \)hohes
ahc} ba{>7/ wi\Des.

And T really dont want o imagine living in a
world without bo\by wipes.
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Dad says that when HE was 3rowih3 up, in the
summertime kids ?laye& outside all day, until +)ne7/
got called home for dinner at hia}\‘l'.

QL

Well, +hat'’s \)re++7/ much the OPPOSITE of the
way MY summer went this year.

T spent July and Ausus-r at Film Cdm‘), where
all T did was watch movies in an air-conditioned
-H\ecrfer for eig\'rf \\ours a dqy.

The main reason T sisheJ up for Film Cam\) was

becavse T +)noua¥\+ it was for \>e0\>|e who are
SERIOUS about moVvies, like ME.



But T found out i+ was REALLY Just a ‘)lace
where parents could Jum\) their kids off for some
c\wea\) bo\bysi-Hiha.

/ﬂ\e downside of S\Dehdihs that much time in a dark
theater is +hat at the end of the c}o\y it +ook a
half hour for my eyes to ad just to the suhlis}vl'.
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The other reason T sisheci vp for Film Cam? was
to 3e+ out of the HOUSE. E ver since we 3°+ a

pet pig, it hasnt been a lot of fun beihs home.
Esvecia"y not at DINNER.

GOBBLE
SMACK =

For +)ne recorc}, I ‘H\ihk its a TERRIBLE
idea |e+‘h'h3 the pig eat at the +able, because i+
ALREADY +hinks its a human being. And the
las+ -H\ihs we heed is for it to think it's on equal
1':oo+ih3 with the rest of us.

Ri\g}\"’ after we got the P9 Mom 'Hwouah-l' it would
be fun to teach it some tricks. So she would give
+he Pig o cookie when it stood on its hind |e35.

1



But the P9 learned o WALK like that, and

it Rasnt been on all fours ever since. To make
matters WORSE, my little brother, Manny, put
a \mir of his shorts on the \)iﬁ, so how its like
were living in the house with a Disr\ey character.

Mom used 4o take the P9 outside, but after it
started wa|kih3 UP!"‘S\'\‘*‘, it decided it was +oo
sood for its |eas}'\.

Mom was worried that if the Pig ran off we'd
hever find it, so she got a collar with one of

those GPS tracking c\'\i\)s in it.

12



But eVery time Mom put the collar on +he P19>
wiﬂ\ih five minutes it would be back OFF. Ahd
doh'+ even ask me )now -H-\e \7;3 d.d THAT, since
pigs dont even have THUMBS.

So now +the Pig just comes and goes as it
?leases, and who KNOWS where it sPehds its
+ime. What really stinks is that I have a curfew
but the P9 DOESN'T.

13



T +hink giving the pig oo mahy privileges is a
REALLY bad idea. One Jay Pigs will rule +he
world, and it1l be my family's fault for starting
it all.

T wouldnt really have an issve with +he P9 if

it didnt interfere with MY life. But T was late
on ‘H‘\e first Jd?/ of sd\ool because i+ was hossihs
the bathroom.

Wiﬂ\ ﬂ\e \763 n +¥\e %ouse, 1 was dC‘fUd”)/ |ookih3
FORWARD +o sc}woo| s+dr+ih3. But once I 30+
there T realized it was Just +he same old ‘H\ihﬁ.

14



And to be honest with you, T feel like Tve been
in middle SC)nool FOREVER.

T needed to mix H\ihss up a little or T was
gonha go crazy. So in the first week of school, T
volunteered for the Homework Buddies program.

BE A BUDDY!

TEAM UP WITH AN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
KID TO LEND A HAND!

SIGN UP FOR
HOMEWORK
BUDDIES
TODAY!

15



But the main reason T sishec} UP was So T could
ski\a +hird ?erioc{, which is Music class with Mrs.

Graziano.

To 35Ve 7/ou an iclea of }\ow |oh3 Mrs. Graziano
has been the music +eac\\er, DAD had her when
he was MY age. And a‘)‘)arehﬂ)/ s‘)ehdiha +Hr+7/
years +eqc¥\ih3 middle schoolers how o \)la?/ musical

instruments DOES 50me+¥\ih3 Yo a person.

Last week T met m7/ Homewor‘k Buclc}y, +his kid
hamed Frew. T have no idea w¥\7/ he even sished
up for +)ne program, ‘H’\ou\gh, because )ne)s ohe

of those people who reads scientific Journals and

collese textbooks for FUN.

16



ﬂ\e first time we 30+ +03e+¥\er, Frew showed me

his homework, which was some colorihs and a word
find. Frew said he didnt need any }\el\), and then
he asked 4o see MY homework.

T Kad ot LEAST an hour of Math ‘aroblems and
a Geogro\\)\wy assighment that would ve taken me
ANOTHER 4wo \'\ours, but Frew w\\iﬂ)ec} ‘H\rous}\

all of it in about fifteen minutes.

And he wasnt Jus+ fast, he was GOOD. T turned
n +)ne assishmeths ﬂ'\e hext da ) and wheh I 30+
+hem back from m7l +eac¥\ers, had Perfed' scores.

17



At first T felt a little bad about getting \-\elp
from a third sracler. But then T realized that
Homework Buddies are SUPPOSED +o )ne|\> each
other out.

So now whenever me and Frew get +03e+\'\er, T
Just hand him a \)ile of assignments and let him do
his thing. The way T see i+, this is working out

‘FOF eVeryohe.

SCRIBBLE
SCRIBBLE
SCRIBBLE

M}/ oh|7/ com‘)laih‘i’ about Frew is that sometimes
he’s TOO ‘wel\)ful. He's been getting bored
wi-H\ m7/ homework, so he started makihs up
assighments to CHALLENGE himself.

18



ﬂ\e o+\-\er do\y \'\e wrote a paper and a‘H‘ac\'\ec} it
to my REGULAR homework for extra credit. But
|uckil7/ I c)necked it over before }xahdihs it in.

Ve

Detecting Commutative
Permeability in Physics

Prog Nefley
For a while T was Just slo\d to be getting some
homework \'\el\). But receh+|7/ TVe been +\\ihkih3
that since T'm the one who “discovered” Frew, T

deserve some kind of credit if he goes on o do
bis ‘H’\ihas.

@ NOBEL PRIZE ©




We&hesdax
As if our house wasnt crowded ENOUGH, now

GRANDPA s living with us.

T}xey raised the rent at Leisure Towers, and he
couldnt afford +o live there ahymore. So Mom
invited Grahd‘)a to move in with OUR -Family.

Dad washt so ho+ on -H-\e idea, even -H\ous}\
Grandpa is his own father. But Mom says it will
be Jus+ like the old Ja?/s , when three sehera+iohs
lived under the same roof.

T +hink Mom has +his rosy image of the way -H\ihss
used to ’De, bot I \-\q\/e a 1OTALLY different
picture of what it mustve been like back then.

20



T was ac+uo\||y OK with Grthl?a moVing in with
us until T realized what it meant for ME. Mom

le+ Gro\hd\)o\ \aick ahy bedroom he wanted, and of
course he chose MINE.

X

That meant T needed to find a new ‘)lo\ce to
slee\D. M7/ first ‘H’\ous\'\‘l' was to go to +he guest
room, but 1 1':or30+ ‘H’\d‘f,s w‘were ‘H\e \Dis s+a7/s.
And there’s ho WAY T'm sharing the pullout

couch with a barn animal.

21



T ruled ovt RODRICK'S room ria"\‘f awa7/ ) because
he mi3¥\+ qc+ua||)/ be o step down from the PIG.

My oh|7/ other choice was to room with MANNY,
so T got out the air bed and set i+ up on his
floor. But slee‘)ihs n Mahhyjs room has its

OWN ?roblems.

Mom reads Mdhh)’ a bedtime s+or7/ eVery hiaH, and
sometimes +\~\e7/’re rea||7/ LONG. Tn fact, |a+e|7/
T +hink Mo\hhy’s been \Dickihs out the thickes+
books he can find Just to get on ry nerves.

IN A HOLE IN THE
GROUND THERE , ;
LIVED A HOBBIT. || |

\

7

2
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ﬂ\ihss have been a little +ense ever since Grahé‘)a
moved in. You can tell he doesnt really approve of
ﬂwe wa7/ Mom qh& Pad are raisiha us kids, even
ﬂ\ouah he never ac+uo\||7/ comes out and SAYS .

Mom's been trying fo potty train Mahhy
FOREVER, and she’s ex\)erimeh‘l'ihs with
SOmeﬂ\ihS called “No Pants After Dinner.”

And it's EXACTLY what it sounds like.

sKIP % d & —
N O~V G

\l\“\o\‘f,S SUPPOSED +o }m\)\)eh 1S -H\drf w‘weh
Mdhhy feels +he urge to GO, helll run to the
bathroom.

23



But T"\qhhy Just prances around all his\ﬁ with
hoﬂ\ihg on below the waist. And eVeh+ua||7/ he
ducks be‘wihc} ‘H’\e recliner in ‘H\e '{dmily room.

T dont think Dad’s a *\uge fan of No Pants
After Dinner, but T can tell he's even MORE
uncomfortable with Grah&‘m {)eihs here 4o
withess it.

'\;-l"s \Dre++7/ obvious "\o\viha Grahd\m around is
rea||7/ stressing Dad ouvt. And eVer7/ time ohe

of us kids screws vp, it just makes Dad even
MORE +ense.

Do

°°
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What seems to ahhoy Dad the MOST is when
one of us kids asks Mom to do 50me+}nih3 +hat we
S)noulci be able to do OURSELVES.

Yes+er5a7/ T asked Mom +o open a microwave
burrito for me, becavse T always have trouble with
+hose \alas-h'c Po\cko\ses.

But Dad Jum?ed all over my case. He said if T
was stranded on a desert island with a +housand
microwave burritos, T'd STARVE 4o death
becavse T couldn+ fisure out how o open them
on my own.

25



T +old Dad that the chances of me getting
stranded on a desert island with a +housand
microwaVe burritos were \Dre++>/ slim, but he said

1 was missihs 'Hwe \>oih+.

He said if T dont learn how o do 'H\ihgs {>7/
MYSELF, T'm not gonha be able o survive in

the “real world.”

Another +)nih3 Dad hates is how Mom still \-\el\)s
me get reacly for school in +he morhing. She
Picks out my clothes +he hig\'rl‘ before, and she
has a chart "\o\hsihs in the kitchen 4o help me

s+a7/ on track.

Soap

Breakfast

Teeth

Shower

Hair

’

R ——
)

N\

&

S
7

il

>,

Underwear

Socks

Pants

Shirt

Shoes
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T guess Dad was ‘Jre++7/ embarrassed by +he
char‘f, because the other Jay he took i+ down.
But without that ‘H‘n’hﬂ to Suide me ﬂ'\rouS}\ +he
morhihS, I 30‘!’ +)ne order of ‘H\ihas all wrohg
and ended up wearing socks over my shoes.

These do\ys, T +think Dad’s Just WAITING for
me to screw vp. THS morhihs 1 -forgo'f o \>u+ ﬂ\e

cap back on ﬂ\e tube of +oo+¥\\>as+e, and Dad was
reddy +o POUNCE.

S

éF} ,l(..

q

e
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T didnt think it was a bis deal, but Dad gave me
+his |oh3 speech about how “little ﬂ\ihss have bis

]
cohseq vences. '

He said if T was a kid Srowihs up in frontier
times and it was my job fo tighten the bolts on
the wagon wheels but T FORGOT 4o, +hen the

wheels would fall off and our family would get eaten

{>7' wolves.

T +)nou3)n+ Dad was beihs kind of dramatic, but
it DID make me feel a little 3ui|+7/ about tha+t
+oo+)n\>as+e cap.

28



bt BR "*[ l:""'
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I)m not ‘H\e onhly one w\'\o,s been se‘H‘ihs on Dad’s
herves, ‘H’\ous"\. Ltﬁely ) Rodn'ck)s been 3e+‘h'h3 uhder
Pa&’s skih, +oo.

Whenever Rodrick needs gas for his van, he hits
Mom up for money. But a few his\ﬁs ago he made
the mistake of doing it in front of Grandpa.

Dad said ‘H’\o\‘f from now on, Rodrick has o \7:17/
for his OWN 9as. And when Rodrick asked how
he was suPPosed to do THAT, Dad said it was
time for him 4o get a JORB.

29



So Mom }\el‘Jed Rodrick 90 ‘H\rous\'\ the Hel?
Wanted section of the hewspaper to find him a
Job that doesn+ rec‘uir‘e o\h7/ skills or ex‘)eriehce.

T}xey f'hally found an ad for a restavrant that's
about fifteen minutes from our }\ouse

WA NTEDY

Seeking motivated individuals 0
{0 join the team at the

DLD-TWRY |
107 GRBAM | ¢

01d-Timey Tobias

T went +o the Old- Tmey Tce Cream Parlour
for Rowleys las+ b.r-f)ndqy \mr'f)/, and that
experience may have PERMANENTLY ruined ice

cream -For me.
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ﬂ\ey have this one dessert on the menu called +he
“Feading Trough,” which is FORTY scaops of
ice cream all in one |oh3 ‘h"d)l And when you Pix
different flavors of ice cream +ose+}\er, it just
turns into gray slop.

-
\“"""\\\\\\\‘\‘\“‘\\\“\\“‘\‘\‘\\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘“\\“\\“\\\\\\\\\\\\“

The Ol4- Tmey Tce Cream Parlour is one of those
?laces where the whole staff comes to your table
to sing for your b.r-l')ncio\y That makes me reall

uhcom-for'h{)le, because it's PI’EH)/ obvious +¥\e>/c}
ra+)ner be c}o.ha ANYTHING else.

{3 J IT'S YOUR BIRTHDAY J)
AND WE'RE LERE TO SAY ¢

y WE HOPE YOUR DAY IS DANDY
IN AN OLD-FASHIONED WAY {73

/’ -/‘V J |

-/ ' ,\\

E R R = e e e - ‘“_““‘-“\\&c_‘““---“““-_----““\
D N e e N N N S N N N T,
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Rodrick had an interview at +he restavrant earlier
in the week, and believe it or not, he got +he
Job. Sa-h;rday was his first h.‘SH of work, and
Mom ‘H\ous)n‘l' it would be a sood idea for the rest
of us to surPrise Rodrick and cheer him on.

But when we got o the restavrant, we couldnt
find him ahyw}xere. Mom was \Dre'H)/ worried, but
eVeh+uo\||>/ we -{ouhc} \'\im out back.

'

|’| &O(’

Q
| = o

Mom wasnt }\dﬂ))/ that Rodrick was on +rash clu+7/,
ahci s%e gave ﬂ\e manager d \m’ece of )ner mihci.

359
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But the manager said Rodrick was an "eh+r7/ level”
employee and that eVeryohe who works at the
restavrant ‘was +to ?ay -H\eir dues.

Tm ?re++7/ sure Rodrick was ho?ihs wed all Just
9o home and leave him alone after that, but Mom
wanted to stick around. Ahd wheh Rodrick went
on Hs fifteen-minute br‘edk, we \'\uhs out wH’\'\ Hm
in the emvloyee lounge.

Rodrick s‘>eh+ the rest of the hish‘f +akih3 +he
trash from the kitchen out +o the Dum‘)S‘fer,
dhd I guess Mom wah‘l'ec} Yo see \'\im one more
+ime before we lef+. So she +old our waiter i+ was
Mahhy’s birﬂ\da}/, and the waiter called the whole
staff 4o our table.

33



But T wish Mom didnt 90 and do that, because
+here’s $ome+¥'\ih3 about the smell of sdrbo\se J'uice
+hat req||7/ ruins your appetite.

..AND IF YOURE FEELIN HUNGRY
YOURE AT THE PERFECT PLACE
NOwW JUST BLOW OUT THAT CANDLE
SO YOU CAN STUFF YER FACE!

/

\
N
=Y in
Ve o )
NN 2o
Moh&q;[

La+e|>/, Mom's been +r7/ih3 to get Grahd\ao\ +o
tell us kids about what life was like when HE was

3rowih3 up.

Gro\hd‘)a sa7/s that when he was 7/ouh3 -H'\e)/ didnt
have televisions or ahy-f)nihs like that, so kids

S\Deh+ most of ‘H\eir +ime outdoors \)lo\yihs games
like Kick the Can.

34



Growh-u?s are ALWAYS +a|kih3 about ?layihs
Kick the Can. One time me and Row|e7/ ac+ua||>/
gave it a +r>/ to see what the bis deal was, but we
qui+ after about ‘H\ir‘l')/ seconds.

WANNA GO
INSIDE AND
PLAY TWISTED

Dad say’s when he was a kid, he and his best
friend, Giles, would Just use +heir imaginations and

\)lay all do\y in the woods.

\
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Well, me and Rowley tried using OUR imaginations
once, but Row|e7l's dad put an end 1o it before we
could even 3e+ Soiha.

|
ROWLEY JEFFERSONT Y] |
YOU PUT DOWN |
THAT STICK RIGHT
THIS INSTANT! |
!
‘ o« o ’

Dad said +ocia7/’s \Dareh'fs are oVer\)ro+ec+iVe, and
that when he was a kid, he and Giles roamed free
and never even bothered o ell their parents
where 'H\e?/ were going.

But Mom said i+ was a lot SAFER back in those
days ) and how it's too c{dhaerous for kids to be off
oh their own without adul+ su?ervisioh. Dad said
+hat mi\g}ﬁ be trve, but kids like me and Rowley
heed 4o learn how t0o PROTECT ourselves.
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Dad said when he was in middle school, he and Giles
buried stuff all over town so that if ‘H\ey ever got
corhereci ‘H\ey coulci -F:S\'\‘f ﬂ-\eur way out.

But Grahc}\)a had a different version of ‘H\ihss. He
said Dad and Giles raided the kitchen drawer for
siverware, and THAT'S what ‘H\ey stashed all over

the heus\\borhood
7

}

3 3
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When Dad’s mother realized her forks and knives
were missing, she made the 'Doys 553 them all up
and briha them BACK.

After that, Dad and Giles got their hands on
some PLASTIC utensils. But +¥xe7 got into an
arsumeh‘f over w*\e‘ﬂ\er or not a s‘)ork could be

used for self-defense, and ‘H\ihss +urned “3‘)"

Giles told his mother what Dad did and showed
)ner -Hwe S\aork marks o prove it. I guess -Hwose
mustVe been different +imes, because Giles’s mom

bent Dad over her knee and SPANKED him.
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See, thats the \Droblem with putting too much stock
in the old clo?ls. You remember all the GOOD stuf¥,

but 7/00 forse-r about the time you 30+ spo\hked {>7/

your best friend’s mom.

\/\]ec{hesdqx

1 guess I +\wou3’n+ Grahd\m would live wiﬂ\
us for a little while and then find a Place that
was c\-\ea‘)er +\\ah Leisure Towers. But now I’m

starting to worry +hat it's PERMANENT.

Ahd +)nd+’s hot a 300& ‘H’\ihs ) because I,m not
sure }\ow much |oh3er 1 can {)e Mdhh}ljs roomma-te.

3



For one thing, its hot dignified to share a room
wiﬂ\ a person who doesn+t wear Pah-fs after dinner.

Ahd Gmhd\)a’s almos+ J°5+ as bad. \/\“’\eh \'\e moved
out of Leisure Towers, his sirh[rieh&, Darlene,
broke vp with him. La+e|7/, he’s been moping
around ﬂ'\e housa N a bdﬂ-\robe, ch\-\ means 1
cant really have friends over.
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T fisure the sooner Grahcl‘)a’s back in +he game,
the sooner he moves out. So Tve been s\'\owihe
Grahd\)a how 4o do online cla-h'hg to \\el\D him
break out of his funk.

T +think TVe created « MONSTER, -onugh. Now

Grah&?a’s on the com?u+er +weh+7/~four hours a
day, ahd )ne’s 30+ at LEAST -fif-l')/ re|a+iohs¥\i\as

30ih3 SimuHo\heousl)/.

Dont even ask me how he kee?s track of who's who.

Belinda Bethany
has sent would like
you a wink to meet

you
Martha Tiffany
likes your has sent
profile you a
picture y poke
Sylvie Marjorie
likes your thinks you
knock- are nice
knock joke
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Things are starting to turn around for Rodrick,
too. He told Mom he 30+ a Promoﬁoh at work , So
of course +oh63\'\+ we had 4o \Di|e into the car 4o
9o show him our SU\)POF+.

T'm not sure if T4 call Rodrick’s new position a
PROMOTION, ﬂ\ous\\. T}\ey’Ve 30+ him c}ressihs

up as Old-’ﬁmey Tobias, the restavrant’s mascot.

A\)\pareh+|7/ the vy who had the Job LAST got
fired for {)eiha seen wi+¥\ou+ \\is )neo\d on. Ahd

Tm Suessihs when i+ comes o mascots, that's a

HUGE. no-no.
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Ol&-’ﬁmey Tobias is SUPPose& to walk around the
restavrant and 90 from table o table makihs

little kids ‘wa\)\ay. But as far as T can +ell, ke has

the OPPOSITE effect.

N

Thn fact, kids seem o really HATE Old—’ﬁmey

Tobias. W}\eh we 30+ +¥\ere +ohi3)n+, Rodrick was

se‘H’ihs it from eVery side.

\CKR
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Rodrick told Mom +hat his mahdger warned him
i }\e was ever caush‘f wi+¥\ou+ Hs Tobias }\ead on,
he'd be fired on the S\Do+.

Luckily, one of ‘Hwe e7/es on +¥\e costume’s }\ead
comes out, which is the oh|7’ way Rodrick was
able 4o s+a>/ \-\ydra-l-ed.

Tm s+ar+ih3 to wonder if the 307/ who had the

Job Jressihs up as OI&-Timey Tobias got fired
on PURPOSE.

1-{ 1 }md to bet on \\ow |oh3 Rodrick lasts, I,c}
SiVe )m'm two weeks, +o\>s.
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‘Friciax

All 4he buzz at school has been about this 553
+ri\> o HerSCraH)le Farms ‘H\d‘fjs comihs up
hext month.

When you get to my srade, +he whole class goes oh
a weeklohs trip o +his ?lace where you slee‘) in |03
cabins and learn about nature and hard work.

T'm sure it's a blast if 7ou’re into that sort of
ﬂwiha, but Tve qlreqdy decided T'm gonna be
the one kid who stays BACK when eVerybody
else heads off on +he trip.

¢« . 777N
o . L G/ﬂ N
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L
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And while the REST of my classmates are sweating
it out in the woods, Tl be in the school librar
ehJoyihS all the comforts of the modern world.

|
| FW OOSI/,/

=i
\;

Mom's been +r7/ih3 to get me to c\wahse my mind

AAAHLHY

because she thinks Tl regret hot going.

T reo\lly doubt that's gonna }\a\apeh, -H\oush. The
heard horror stories from kids who went away +o
qudscra’oue Farms, and 1 remember ‘H\e let+ters
Rodrick sent home when HE went there.
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Tn 1[dC+, Rodrick seemed kind of travmatized 57/

the whole experience. When he got back from the
trip he crawled into bed and s-hved there for an
entire weekend.

q,‘?\ Jf 0@

—,@
N
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Today was the deadline for \Dickihs who you
wanted to room with, and at lunch everyohe was
scramblihs to get into a soo& cabin. T was slad T
already decided T wasnt going, becavse T reqlly
didnt want 4o deal with all +hat drama.

T fel+ a little bad for Rowley because he was
couh‘h'hs on buhkihs wiﬂ\ ME. \l\n'\eh I +told )nim i

wash+ soihs on the +ri\> ) he went around seeihs if
anyone had an opehing in their cabin.
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But by the end of +he lunch ‘Jeriod, ‘H\ihss weren+
|ookih3 soocl for him.

T cant reo\lly worry about Rowley, +)nou3¥\, because
Thve got my OWN Problems to deal with.

Moh&ay, Mom and Dad got a letter from the
school sayihs +¥\e7 had to come in for a sPecial
\Dareh+-+eo\c\\er conference.

TVe been worried sick all week becavse T
+¥xou3\~\+ T mustve forso-Heh to cross Frew's
hame off of one of my \\omework o\ssishmeh‘fs

and T was in trouvble.

But that wasnt i+ at+ ALL.
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The reason the school asked Mom and Dad o
come in was to ell ‘H’\em ‘H’\d‘f m7/ "\omework
Srqdes haVe im\aroVed so much, -H-\e)/’re \Du-f-h'hs

me in harder classes.

Well, T'm sure Frew will appreciate )navihs more
c\-\alleh\gihﬁ homework, but he cant be there o
"\elp me clurihs TESTS. So unless T can -fisure
out a way to sneak \'\im into $c¥\oo|, :[)m hever
gohna pass.

When Mom and Dad came home from the parent-
teacher conference, Mom said we needed to
celebrate +he "sood hews.
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Of course THAT meant soihs +o +he OH:ﬁme)/

Tce Cream Parlour.

T was getting a little sick of svehdihe every
hish-r at Rodrick’s work, and T +hink Grahcl\)a
was feelihs the same way. He +old Mom ice cream
makes his gums hurt and he was gohha S‘h)/ home
+his time around.

T +ried using the same excuse, but Mom was
dead set on us soihs.

When we got 4o the restaurant, though, Rodrick
was nowhere to be found. The manager told Mom
‘H\o\‘f Rodrick never s%owe& up for work.
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That sent Mom into a PANIC, and we got back
in +he van o 90 look for him. We drove all over

+he \)lace, and we fiho\lly found Rodrick walkihs

along the side of the )nishwo?f.

When we \DuHeJ over, Rodrick got in +he van and
exvlqihed what %a\)\)ehed. He said +here was a
traffic Jam on +he \-\iskway and he was gohna be
late for work. So he got into the car-‘)oo| lane,
w‘were "\e coulci go a lot FASTER.

But the rule for +he Co\r-\)ool lane is +hat you
have to have at least TWO People n 7/our vehicle.
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So Rodrick made it look like Ol&-’ﬁmey Tobias was
si++ih3 next to Hm n -H\e passenger seat.

Uh-(or+uha+e|7/, some eaale-eyed cop \Dulleci him over.

ﬂwe cop wash+ amusec{ ahd gave Ro&n’ck a ticket
for one hundred dollars. Then he found all sorts
of -H\ihss wrohg with the van, like a broken
+ai||i3¥\+ and an ex\)irecl inspection sticker.

Af‘fer 'H-\a‘i', -H\e cop hacl Rodrick’s van towed
and lef+ him stranded on the side of the road. So
Rodrick was a HUGE target for all the kids who

were stuck in ﬂ\e traffic Jam.
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Mom told Dad +o drive home so she could throw
Rodrick’s costume in ﬂ-\e washiha mac)nihe. But
when we 30+ ‘o our street, +here were cars

‘mrked up and down on both sides.

T)nere were even cars \Do\rkec{ on our LA\/\/N, w}xic}x
was \Dre-H?/ s+rdh3e.




We had +o ‘)ark the van at the bottom of the
hill and walk vp the street. When we -Fihally got

to our yarcl, you could hear loud music coming from
‘H’\e house.

And when we oPeheJ the front Joor, +here was a
RAGING Par+7 Soihs on inside.

We had 4o \)us\'\ ‘H‘\r‘ous\'\ the crowd o find
Gro\hd\)a, w\-\o was out back in our old ho+ +ub.
And from the look of +¥\ih35, he was \'\o\vihs +he
time of his LIFE.
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Dad kicked eVeryohe out of the house, which
took FOREVER, mos+|7/ because no one was in a
553 )nurry to leave.

When everyone was gone, Dad it into Grahd\)a

for }\qvihs a \aar+7/.
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Gro\hJ‘Ja said he didn+ PLAN on %o\vihs a Par‘f)/.
He said he tried to invite ONE |ac}7/ from Nis

da+ih3 site over o wa+c)n a moVie, but )ne must Ve
accidehhll)/ hit “send all.” And +hen eVeryohe
showed up at once.

D —
%
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Dad was really mad, but it mustve been awkward

for "\im ‘o come up wiﬂ'\ a Puhis\'\meh‘i’ for }'\is
own farﬂ-\er.

1 guess )ne couldnt +)nihl< of dh)/‘l'}\ihs J()e‘Hrer, so
he J'us+ \>u+ Grahd\m n time-out.
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T wish we had done a better Job of clearihs out
+he Par+7/ 3ues+s when we 3°+ home, -H\ousk,

because there were a few stragglers in Mdhhy)s
room who didnt \aoke +heir heads ovt until +)ne7/
+}\ous¥\+ the coast was clear.

CORIEEL,

T

Tueséq;[
E ver since Gro\hcl\)a had his \)ar+>/, Dad hasn+

been willihs +o leave him home alone. And when
DAD cant be there 1o watch Hm, he makes one
of US do it.

Grahd\)q’s SUP\)osec} to sit in time-out for an
)nour a Jay to work off Hs \)UhiS"\meh“‘, but

he likes 1o do that in front of the television
instead of in the corner.
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So if you’re on Grahc}\)a Ju+7/, 7/ou have to watch
whatever HE wants to watch.

HAW, HAW,
HAW!

UP YOUR NOSE
WITH A RUBBER

But durihs the school Jay, Gro\hd\m is home
ALONE, and T +hink Dad’s nervous there’s
gohha be aho+)(\er \mr+>/.

So }\e went out o\hJ JDous*\‘l' one of ‘Hwose webcams
+o make sure +)nere isn+ dh}' fuhhy business soihs
on while he’s at work.

T don*t know where he PUT i, exad’l)/. But what

T DO know is that he’s not Jus+ using it to kee\)
an eye on GRANDPA,
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GET YOUR
FEET OFF THE
COFFEE TABLE.

Tm all for +ec\'\ho|037/, but not when it’s used
AGAINST me. T dont like %avihs a camera in

ﬂ-\e ‘-\ouse, because howada)/s -H\ere are cameras

eVeryw)nere 7/ou furn.

And if you ever do something embarrassing in a
?ublic ‘)lace, trust me, its gonha get recorded.

\

N

But the worst *H\ihs is cell \)’nohe cameras, because
howaddys EVERYBODY'S 30‘!’ ohe.
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Last summer when T was 3e+-h'h3 out of the
town \>oo|, my bo\-ﬂ\ihs suit fell down a little and

eVeryohe saw it ha\)\)eh.

And before T even dried off, the ‘)ic-l'ures were
\Dos+ec1 all over the Tnternet.

NI | e
"‘,\_ Carla — A

Saw this at the
town pool today! o

é324 likes

This kid really /% Z
"cracked" me up! A o,
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These &ays you can even get in trouble for +aj<ih3
a picture of YOURSELF. A few months ago we
went to brunch after church, and when we lef+
the restavrant, T felt like T mia\ﬁ have S\)iho\c)n
n m7/ teeth.

T wasnt ahyw\\ere near a mirror, So T borrowed
Moms cell P}\ohe to take a picture of mysel-f, Just

to make sure.

~ ,
But some |ac}7l in front of me +)nous¥\+ T was
+akih3 a ‘D)no+o of HER, and she wouldnt let
us leave until she looked ‘H‘\rous% +he pictures on
Mom's P}\ohe +o make sure T HADN'T.
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Now that T think of i1, tha+ mis\ﬁ’Ve been
what started Mom on this electronics-free idea
+to beaih wiﬂ\.

Speakihg of which, Mom got all the sighatures
she needed to take her petition o Town Hall.

The way she GOT +them was {>7/ intercepting all
+he \mr+730ers as -H-\e)/ were |eavih3 our house
the other night.

After Mom took the petition to Town Hall, the
leaders had a vote and made i+ official. So this
Sq+urda7/, ﬂ\e w\'\o|e ‘owh s soihs o Vo|uh+dri|7/
unplug for +he weekend.
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Moms made it her mission o get the word out 4o
as many PCOP‘C as Possible. Tm +r7/ih3 to kee\D a

low Pro(ﬂe until +his whole +)m'h3 is over, but Mom
hasnt been makihs it easy.

g QI
7 Vd /

T think cu++ih3 ourselves off from +he outside
world is a bad idea. T£ there’s a zombie aPocalypse

or 50me+¥\ih3 bis like -H-m‘t, were gohha be +)ne
LAST ones +o know.

GROOAAANNN!
(




‘Fridax
As part of this electronics-free weekend,
eVeryohe's SUP\)osed to come down o -ﬂ-\e ‘own \)o\rk

+omorrow for a Voluh+ar7l cleahU\).

But it's gonhha take a lot more than one afternoon
to make a dent in THAT mess.

These Aays, +he \mrk looks like Some‘ﬂ'\ihs out of

a moVie where there’s been a nuclear war.

S3—~F
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The Pdrk used to be NICE, but ﬂ\ihss went

dowrﬂ'\ill w\'\eh ‘H’\e +owh ran out of mohey.

The main reason was because they voted +o build a
ohe-wo?/ “cell \D)nohe oh|7/" ‘)o«ﬂ\ +)nrou3}\ +he \)ark,
since half the time \)eoyle on the REGULAR

\Da'l')n weren+ wa+c¥\ih3 where -H\e)/ were soihs.

So all the '“Ohe)/ +hat was SU\D\)oseJ to go to

reaular cleahU\) went to this new PG‘H'\ for \Deovle
who wanted to use their electronic devices while

+}xe7/ walked.
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But the ProJec+ 30+ too ex‘)ehsiVe, and +\\e7/ had
to cancel it before -ﬂ\e)/ finished the fooﬂ)n&ae

over ﬂ\e creek

s 7777

44 Vo W
The Park got really run-down after that, and

families s+o‘>‘>ed coming ohce teenagers took over.
So if the PCOP‘C organizing +his cleahuP are smart,
the first thing they'll do is find an exterminator
that specializes in teenagers.

Saturda

T have no idea what time T woke vp +his morhing,
because the clock on Mahh/s dresser was uh\alusaeci.
Th fact, EVERYTHING in the house was
uhvluased, which goes to show that Mom was
+akih3 +his electronics-free H\ihs ‘)re-Hy |i+era||7/.

66



ﬂ\e next ﬂ-\ihs T noticed was that there were a
LOT of \DeoP|e out wa|kih3 in the heiskborhoocl.
So I guess eVeryohe }\ad Jecided o 3e+ into ﬂ-\e

;\

“old-time" spirit.

o NN -
/L

W

T was planning on just relaxing and rea&ihs

comic books on +he couch all day, but Dad said T
should +ake ac}thﬂge of all the “foot traffic.”

He said when HE was a kid, he and Giles oPehed
a lemonade stand and earned ehoua}w mohey to bu7/
them each a new skateboard. T said T +}\ou3\-\+ a
lemonade stand was a GREAT idea.
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Dad sur?rise& me b)/ \mhdihs over +weh+>/ dollars in
“seed moheyn to }\el\a me get started.

1 knew 1 was gohna heed a business qu-!'her,
so I ca”ed Row|e7 dhd +o|c} "\im Yo come dowh.

T figurecl we d get going {37/ |ookih3 up the
recipe for lemonade on the Tnternet, but Mom
had hidden +he power cord to the com‘)u+er. T
was a little embarrassed +o ask Dad, so me and

Row|e7/ decided o wiha it.

T knew we'd need lemons for sure, so we rode our
bikes down to the convenience store and {)ous\ﬁ
out their whole SU‘J\)ly.
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When we so‘f back \\ome, we didnt know the exact
humber of lemons o PU+ n ‘H\e PH’C‘\CI’. So we
went on the )nish side Jus+ to be safe.

T was \are++7/ sure the oh|7/ other .'nsred.'em for
lemonade besides water is SUGAR ) but we didnt
know how much of THAT we were suP?ose& o use,
either. So we Just eyeballed rt.

1 ﬂ\ous}ﬁ after -H-m*t we were \)re++7/ muc\-\ sood
to go, but then Dad came downstairs, saw what
we were doihs, and told us we got it all wrohg.
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Dad said that, first of all, the GREEN lemons
we boug‘ﬁ were qc+ua||)/ LIMES, so we had o
3e+ rid of +)nose.

Then he said that to make lemonade we needed +o
cut the lemons in HALF and SQUEEZE +hem
into the water. Which wouldVve been nice to know
at the beginning.

But Rowley was too scared to cut the lemons because
he said +¥\e7/'d make his eyes water. T told him he
was getting lemons confused with ONIONS.

He wash+ budsihs, +\\ou3h, and I knew I had
to do 50me+)nih3 about it or he wouldnt }\el\a out.

So T Jus around in the garage until T found a
mask Rowley could cover his eyes with.
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Once Rowley calmed down, we started cutting +he

lemons, which was a LOT harder than T ‘H\oush-f
it would be.

\/\nweh I sliced into +)ne FIRST lemon, I 30‘!’ a
shot of Juice rESH' n my e7/e.

T+ stung like CRAZY, and T could barely see.
Row|e>/ took the snorkel out of his mouth and
started in with the whole “T +old you so stuff,
but T didnt wanna hear it.

n



After T got my vision back, we Sc‘ueezec} all of
our lemons into the water and set up our stand
on the sidewalk.
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A few \>e0\>|e s+0\>\>eci {>7/, but it was Just to
criticize eVery‘H\ihﬁ we were Joihs. One |ad7/ +old
us we needed 1o stir the lemonade to mix the
sugar in better. But even after we did THAT, she
wouldnt make a Purc‘mse.
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Another avy who tasted our lemonade com\>|aihecl
that i+ was 400 SWEET.
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The next few Peo‘Jle said the same -H-\ihs. So T
dum\)ecl out hal-ﬁ -H\e Pi‘fcher and added more water.
But \Deovle didnt like where T GOT it from.

One vy had a ‘Droblem with the fact that we
were using the same slass for eVery customer,
even ﬂ\ous}\ T ex\almhec} +o him that we were
rinsing it out after eVery use.
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We got tired of sitting out in the hot sun and
decided our lemonade stand would work Just as well
as a self-serve business. So we \>u+ out a Jar w\\ere

Pe0\7|e could pay for what +¥\e7/ drank.

But the second you set up an honor 57/s+em,
$ome{>od>/’s 3o++a 90 and ruin it for EVERYONE.

HEY!

) .
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We realized we were Jus+ gonhha have o suck i+ up
and man the lemonade stand full-time. So we got
another sldss from the kitchen cabinet and headed
back outside.
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T started to notice that +he ?eovle wa”<ih3 UP
the hill looked a lot thirstier than the \DeoP|e
walkiha DOWN i+. So we \Dos+ed a hew pricing
\Dolicy to +ake full a&th‘hSe.

A\

g N 7 )
50¢ | [$1.00

Lo Sloss// _a 3|ossA

A couvle of People +¥\ou3¥\+ our jar was for

paN

TIPS, and +)ne7/ c{rop\)ed in some loose c\wahae.
After that, we started pushing the tips,
because dh)’ mohey we brous\ﬁ in that way was
100% ‘)ro'(i‘h

75



T was starting to feel sood about +\'\ihss vhtil o
ki& named Cedric Cuhhihshqm set up Hs OWN

lemonade stand a few houses down.

And it was \are++7/ obvious he had }\el\D from his
parents, because HIS stand made ours look like
a JOKE.

_
-

See, this is the \Droblem when you have an orisihal
idea. Five seconds later 7/ou’Ve got a million co‘ayca-rs.

Tma ‘)rofessiohal, ‘H\ous}\, and T wasnt gonna
take a little compertition \)erSOho\lly. So T offered
Cedric two bucks to take his lemonade stand
dowh, and )ne asreecl o it.
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But a minute later, he set up his stand again,
+his time direc+l7/ across the street from us.

i was 3e+‘h'h3 \Dre++7 o\hhoyeJ, because we were
runhing out of lemonade and T knew Dad wasn+
gonna give us any more money for ihsreéieh-rs.

That's when T realized if we sold WATER
instead of lemonade, we would save ourselves a lot

of Nassle.

Plus, i+ was Pre++>/ obvious Cedric had cornered
the lemonade market, ESPECIALLY after he
Pu-i' up )nis new sish.

o Help me buy
213l medicine for
& |my sick ki
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But T knew if we were gonna sell water, it would
have +o seem ex+r‘a-5\>ecia| to get \>eo?|e +o PAY
for it. So 1 came up wH'\'\ ah dwe$ome-50uhdih3
hame, and then T filled Mahhy’s ’oaby \aool with

water so we wouldnt run out for a while.
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T we were gonna call this stuff “fitness
water,” wed have to let People know i+ dc+uo\||>/

WORKED. So T had Rowley do some Jumping
chks and \)US"\-U\)S in front of our stand.

]
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The ?roblem is, Rowley’s hot in the best s}wa‘)e, so
it was a bad look for our com\>ah7/.

Luckﬂy, a guy who was o\c+ua||7/ n s)r\a\)e came up
the hill n'3¥\+ after that, and T offered to pay
him a few bucks if he told eVeryohe he got +hat

way {)7/ cirihkihs our NRG Fitness Water.
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But I guess }\e }md better ‘H\ihss o do, because
he told us he wasnt interested.
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Uhfor+uhq+e|7/, a guy walkihs DOWN +he hill
oVerheo\rJ us, and \\e said }-\e’cl be HAPPY +o

ehJorse our \Droduc-h
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No+ to be mean or o\hyﬂxihs , but this vy de-fihH'el)/
did not have the look we were after.

So to make him go away, T \mid him three bucks
to ell Pe0\7|e he DIDN'T drink our stuff.

T realized we were sHill competing for beVeraSe
dollars with the kid across the street and that if
we were gonhha make dh7/ REAL '“Ohe')/' we needed

Yo move our opera-h'oh Yo a w)nole hew market.

And T knew Just +he \)lace: the +own ?ark.
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With +he bis cleo\hu‘) going oh down there,
T fisurecl there would be a TON of +Hrs+>/
volunteers. So me and Rowley loaded up & wagoh

wrﬂ'\ as muc}\ of our \)rodud' as we cou|d carry

and headed down the hill.

Hah[way to the Park Row|e7/ said he was Je\wyc}ra‘l'e&
and needed a drink. T didnt wanna s+o?, but he
looked like he was gonha pass out. So T let him
+ake a bottle and made a note to dock his pay
later on.

QUZZ g _ |

<
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When we got down to the ‘)ark, it seemed like the
whole TOWN was +here. EVeryohe was workihs
req“)/ hard, and it was \Dre++7/ hot out.

As a BONUS, the water fountain was broken,
which meant ?eo‘>|e didnt have any real options for
quehchihs their thirst. So me and Rowley khew we
were gohha make o KILLING selling our stuff.

=\
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Uh(or+uha+e|7, Mom sPoﬁed us right away and
asked what we were up +o.

T +old her we were gonha sell our fitness water to
ahyohe who was willihg to shell out a few bucks.
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But Mom said it was "+dck7/“ to \)ro-fi‘l' off a bunch
of volunteers who were sqcrh[icihg their Sa+urda7/
to clean vp +he Park. T +old her eVerybody

who drank our water would be able 4o volunteer

TWICE as hard, and the whole cleahu? would 90
a lot quicker.

While me and Mom were arguing about this, the
ladies who were workihs on the flower bed +o+a||7/
raided our suwlies.
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Ahd before we could do ahyﬂwihs about i+, +\\e7/

)nqc} \)ourec} our whole ihVeh+or7/ of fithess water

into the srouhd like it was Jus+ some c}\eqp Juhk.

T did a quick calculation and fiaureci that was
at least two hundred dollars in lost \Dro-fi'fs
see\Dihs into the Srouhd. But those ladies Jus+
went ria\ﬁ back to their planting like i+ was no
bi3 deal.

S+ill, it wasnt too late for me and Row|e7/ to
turn +his ‘Hm'ha around. We sa-ﬂ\ere& up the

emP'l')/ bottles and headed down to the creek

for a refill.
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Mom s+e‘>‘>ed in our way. She told me and Rowley
she wanted us to %el\) the volunteers with the
cleahuv, and handed us some lawn tools to get
started.

T exylaihed that we were BUSINESSMEN and
REAL businessmen don+t work for free. But before
T was even done +a|kih3, Rowley was on his hands

and knees \7|ah+ih3 \Derehhials.

T knew T had o get ovt of there as quickly as
‘Dossible or I'D se+ ro?ec} in, too. But Mom was
ohe s+e‘> ahead of me.

She said when T was little she used to take me
to the \mrk eVer7/ &ay , and that those were her

most special memories of the two of us.
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She told me if we DIDN'T clean the Park,
OTHER moms wouldnt be able 4o have the same
kinds of precious moments with THEIR kids.

See, Mom knows EXACTLY how o get to me.
And that's the reason T found m7/se|1[ rakiha leaves
for FREE instead of makihs a truckload of mohey.

The rake Mom gave me was a piece of Juhk,ﬂxoug}x ,
but when T asked for a new one, she said eVerybody
was cloihg their best with what -H\e)/ had.

T+ took me a half hour +o scrape +ose+)ner a meo\sly
\)ile of leaves, and then a bunch of little kids came
tearing ﬂ'\l’oua\'\ it and undid all my hard work.
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Don+t ask me why ‘)eo‘)le brousH' their little kids
to the \)qu cledhup, because +)ne7l were no ‘wel\D

at ALL. Tn fact, -H'\ey were CONSTANTLY
3e+-h'h3 into trouble.

At one point a bunch of them were Playihs n a
Pile of fertilizer, and someone had +o chase them
out of +here.




The whole Park cleqhu\) effort was TOTALLY
Ji$or3ahized. Nobo&y was rea||7/ in c‘mrse, so it
was just com\>|e+e CHAOS.

ﬂ'\ihss got even CRAZIER when a bus ?ulled
into the \)arkihg lot and a bunch of teenagers in
orange jumpsuits filed out.

)
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
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A‘)‘)areh‘H)/ +hese guys were bused in to serve
their \)uhis}\meh‘f for commi++ih3 crimes like
s%oplif*h’hs and vandalism. Ahc} if I ‘\ad o guess,
T4 say a few of them were direc-H?/ reS\Dohsible
for the Srqﬁi‘ﬁ onh the Playarouhcl equipment.

The community service guys were more interested
in goofing off than pitching in. And some
of the stuff +)ne>/ were c{oihs was c{owv\r@ﬁ
DANGEROUS.

But ris\-ﬁ' when it seemed like it couldn® get any
worse, a bunch of vans rolled into the \Darkihs
lo+ and an entire Girl Scout 'h‘oo‘) \Doured out of
the vehicles.
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And it looked like +¥\e7/ meant BUSINESS.
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Wiﬂxih ten minutes, +¥\e7/ )nad oraahizeé eVeryohe
at the ‘)ark cleahup into separate teams, with a
Girl Scout in c\-\qrse of each one.
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M)/ team was res‘Johsible for rakiha leaves in the
Playgrouhd area, and the sirl in c‘mrge of my

SrOUP was a DProwhie.
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T+ was a little embarrassihs, but o be honest
with you, T was HAPPY the Girl Scouts came in

and w)ni?\)ed eVerybody into sha\)e.

EVery time T Ve seen the Girl Scouts get involved
with a pro Jec+, TVve been IMPRESSED.

A few months 490, +he town wanted to build a
commuhH'y Sqrdeh, but hobody could 3e+ +)neir act
+03e+}\er and the project fizzled out.
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But then the Girl Scouts swooped in and built the
w‘wole ﬂ'\ihs on a Suhday afternoon.

T +ell you this: T you put a group of boys my
age in c\\arse of SOme‘H\ihs like that, hoﬂ'\ihs
sood would come of i+. ESPECIALLY if +here

were power tools involved.
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EVeh ‘H-\ous\-\ ‘H\e)/ were at the town \)qu to work,
the Girl Scouts weren+t gohha let an o?\?or-i'uhi-l')/

to do some -fuhdro\isihs pass ﬂ'\em b)/ ﬂ\ey set
vp a stand o sell cookies, and one of their first
customers was MOM. So T guess shed changed
her mind about ‘)eo‘ale selling stuff 4o volunteers.

T was Slo\c} the Girl Scouts were ruhhing +he show,
but ‘H\e)/ were workihs vs HARD. After an hour of
rakihs, T was worn out and wanted to g0 home.
But it was clear ‘H\ey weren+t letting ANYONE
go until the last leaf was bo\gsecl.

Another person in my group who seemed a little
worh out was my Homework Buddy, Frew.
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OTHER ‘)eovle fisurec} out how smart Frew is,
ahci a buhc\'\ of srowh-uPS s+o\r+ed {)ussihs \'\im
for stuff ﬂ\ey’d uswlly get from their PHONES.

FREW! WHAT’S FREW! HAVE

FREW! HOW'S \ THE WEATHER [ ANY CATS DONE
THE STOCK FORECAST ANYTHING
MARKET FOR THIS AMUSINS
TRENDING? WEEKEND? TODAY™

]: hoticed ‘H’\d+ eVery )ndh[ \'\our, ‘Hwe Girl Scouts
rotated from group o 9roup. So clurihs a
changing of the guard, T saw my opportunity

and TOOK i+.




T knew EXACTLY where T was \'\eo\cled, too:
the creek.

When T was on +)ne swim team in first sraée,
Dad used 4o dro‘D me off at the town pool every
day. But the MINUTE he drove away, T4

run downh o the creek and catch minhows until

\Drac-h'ce was over.

N' Calaade ™ =\
Mﬂ | ‘4“,&, ST

T4 always make sure 1 got back +o the \)OO' before
Dad came o Pick me up, and T7d Jump in at +he

last second so it looked like T'd been swimming
+he whole time.

95



But onhce, Dad came EARLY 4o watch me ?ro\ch'ce,
and I guess I 30+ carried qwqy ca+c¥\ih3 minhows.

So T ended up 3e+‘h'h3 +o the \)OO' AFTER Dac{,
and T 30+ busted.

Todo\y, T figured T4 J'us+ take a quick breather
down {)7/ the creek and then 3e+ back 4o work.

But thirty seconds after T got there, T heard
$omeboci7/ crashihs ‘H‘\r‘oua\'\ +he bushes.

I+ turns out Frew ho\d seen me take off from -H-\e
\)laysrouhd , and he FOLLOWED me.
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Frew said he couldnt handle all the pestering from
+he grown-ups a second |oh3er, and when he saw

me leave he +¥\ou3¥\+ T had the r|'3¥\+ idea.

While we were +a|kih3 , we heard 50me+¥\ih3 BIG
comihs our wq7/. T -H'\ous\ﬁ it mis\ﬁ' be o BEAR,
but T was Pre-H)/ shocked 1o see that it was one
of the commuhi‘l')/ service 3“7/5'




Th fact, T KNEW +his vy His name was Bi||7/

Rotner ) dhd *’\e usecl o "\dha out in our basement

w)neh Rodrick’s band \)ro\c-h'ced.

A moh+)n or so ago, I \-\eo\rd Rodrick +e||ih3 ohe
of Nis friends that Billy got co\u3¥\+ s+ea|ih3 a \mck

of sour summy worms at +¥\e convenience store.

T really wash+ ha\)\ay +his vy had followed me
+to m7/ ‘widihs S\>o+. I +old Bi”y }\e shouH g0
back to the \Dark before he 30+ us ALL in trouble.
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But Bill)/ said he was makihs a run for it and
was NEVER soihs back o commuhi‘f)/ service.

Then Bi||7/ started blubberihs about how when he
was little his mom boug‘ﬁ a \Dack of sour gurmy
worms for him and his brother o share, but his
brother wouldnt give him a single worm and ate

the whole ‘)ack.

Billy said the oh|7/ reason he stole from the
conVehience store was so he could finally have a

‘)ack of sour gummy worms all o HIMSELF.
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T was getting really uncomfortable |is+ehih3 to
this suy go on and on, and T was }\oPihs Frew

would hel\a me talk some sense into him.
But +hen Frew started with a s?eech of his OWN.

Frew started ‘halkihs about how his ?areh-i‘s make
him get vp ot 5:00 in the morhing Six Jays a week
o s+ud>/ for +)ne 3e03ra\>)n7 bee, and %ow \\e’s
hever gotten o \)lay laser tag because his parents

say its a waste of time.

This was all getting o be a little much for me, and
T decided T'd rather be rakiha leaves than |i$+ehih3
+o +hese 30715 tell their sob stories.
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So T started }\ea&ihs back +o the ‘)|a>/3rouhd.
But all of a sudden that Brownie a\D\)eared out of
how\'\er‘e dhd TOTALLY Co\us"ﬁ me off Suard.

My instincts kicked in and T RAN. Frew and
Bi”y saw me take off, and ‘H\e)/ were rish‘f on
my heels.

But the Brownie was carryiha a WHISTLE, and
the next ‘H’\ihs T knew, the whole Girl Scout
+r‘oo‘> was in hot ‘)ursuH'.

T started to run FASTER when T realized

me and Frew mig)n‘f 3e+ in serious trouble for
)nqr{)oriha a quHfiVe.
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T didn* know if the Girl Scouts ac+ua||7/ had
+he qu-H\orH')/ t+o ARREST ahyohe, but T wasnt
gonhha stick around to find out.

For all T knew, that was 50me+)nih3 +)ne7/ heeded
to do to earn one of their {)adges.

Once the chase was on, Bi||)/ took the lead, and
me and Frew Just followed HIM. T+ was \)re‘H)/
obvious }'\e)d )nad exPen’ehce wi‘H'\ ﬂ\is kind of +\'\ih3 )

because \we seemed to know w}xq'l' }\e was c}oihg.
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After a while we were able o put some distance

i
J
{

between ourselves and the Girl Scouts, and we
could {)arely hear +he whistle. So we s+0\>\>ec} for
a mnute Yo ca+c}\ our {)rea'l')n.

Billy said we were gonhha heed our energy to s+a7/
a}\ead of +¥\e Girl Scouts.
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Then he took out a few rolls of Thin Mints that
were tucked away in his JUMPSUH‘ and 5\>|H’ +hem vp
between us.

T Jus-f gonha assume he PAID for +hose cookies,
because if he DIDN'T, T dont wanna know.

After we fueled up on cookies, Bi||7/ said we
should all ditch our CLOTHES, because if -H-\e)/
used DOGS +o track us, we could throw +)nem
off our 4rail.
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Then it dawned on me that if this vy couldnt
get away with stealing a Pack of sour gummy
worms, he was Probably the LAST person T
should be ‘I'akihs this kind of advice from.

T realized T'd made a HUGE mistake and started
|ookih3 for a wa7/ out of +he sitvation. So T +old
+he Quys we should split up, sayihs if we DID,
we'd be harder to catch.

But Frew said we should stick TOGETHER.

He said we could 4ravel around the couh+r7/ and
)naVe crazy qciVeh'fures, and mqybe even Joih -H\e

circus somewhere qloha +he way.
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Bill)/ seemed to like that idea, too. Then the two
of ‘H\em started ar‘suihg over w}\o shoulcl 3e+ ‘H’\e
mohey for -H-\e moVie ria\ﬁs to our s+or>/ if we ever

beca me ‘Fd mOouS.

T decided to use the oPPor+uhi+7/ to +r7/ and sli\D

away. But when T turned to leave, a group of
vahs aﬂ)eareé out of NOWHERE.
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Mom was in the lead van, and the Girl Scouts were
in the vehicles risH' behind her.

ﬂ-\ere was a second +)nere w\\eh 1 ‘H-\oua}ﬁ Frew
might ry to make a last-ditch attempt to escape.
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But after all his bis talk about life on the run, he
+o+a||7/ fell 4o pieces.

T ‘Hnous*ﬁ Mom would be rea”y mad, but she

seemed RELIEVED. She wanted o know what T
was ‘H\ihkihs, runhing away like +that.

I -Fisurecl Bi“y was soihs ciowv\ ho matter WHAT.
And there was no use in all THREE of us getting
in trovble. So I \)ihhed +)ne w)no|e ‘H\ihs on HIM.
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T guess T feel a little bad. But to be fair, s+ea|ih3
the Thin Mints was HIS idea.

]: dont know )now muc)n commuhi+7/ service ﬂ'\e)/’re
gohna tack on o Bi")/,s sentence. But {37/ +he time
hes DONE, T ‘alah to be aﬁehdihs a college
}-mlfway across the couh+r7/.

 Jiaall
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The craziest H\ihs of all was +he way Mom found
us in the FIRST Place.

When she 9ot that GPS ch’\D for the PIG, she
got one for ME,, too. So TVe been walkihs around

wi+)n one of *H\ose +)nih35 a‘H'dc}\eJ o m7/ s%oehce
for the \)o\s+ +wo months without even khowih3 it.
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And when T &isa‘)PeareJ from the Park, Mom
used her PHONE +o fisure out where T was.

PET TRACKER

. Gregory]

5 feet

Now's not the +ime to complain about Mom beihs
oVerPro+ec+iVe, -H\ouah. Because if she hadnt come
to my rescue, T misxﬁ’\/e ended up in a +que|ih3
circus with Frew and Bill)/.

But still, so much for Mom going “electronics-free.”
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OCTOBER
Friciax
T4 Dad was on my case BEFORE, he’s a hundred
+imes worse NOW.

After the town ‘quk incident last weekend, it's
pretty obvious he thinks T cant be trusted.

Ahd w‘\eheVer \-\e's }-\ome, ‘-\e likes +o )\o\Ve me and
Gro\hc}\)q in the same room so he can kee\) ah e7/e

on BOTH of us.

T wish T never knew about the webcam, +¥\ous¥\,
because it's got me reo\||>/ \Darahoicl. There could
ac+ua||7/ be MULTIPLE cameras in the house.

T ?re++7/ sure there’s one in Mahhy,s stuffed

duck, because its eyes seem to follow me.
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T4 there’'s NOT a camera in there, then Tve
been mqkihs a \Dre‘H)/ 553 {fool out of m7/se|-f the
\)dS“’ few dd)/s.

Luckﬂ)/, Mom took Dad to the airport to go

on a business trip this morning, and T know he
cant monitor me the whole time he’s away. SHill,
TVve been extra careful not to screw vp, just in
case he’s got one of those webcams recorclihs to a

}\o\rd driVe somew)nere.

’ﬂ\iS morhihs wheh I was brushihs my +ee+\'\, I
made sure o \)u+ -H-\e +oo+}\\7as+e cap back on ﬂ\e
tube the way Dad dlwa?/s tells me.

But my fingers were sli\a\;ery, and T JroWeJ +he
cap in the sink.
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T+ bounced around a few times, then i+ went
r‘is‘w'l’ down -H'\e drain.

T knew that the SECOND Dad got home from

his +ri\> he'd go Yo the uPs-h:irs bathroom to make
sure the cap was on +he +oo+)n\>o\s+e. So T had 4o
get it BACK.

The first ‘H‘\ihs T did was +r7/ and fish the cap
out of the drain with a cotton swab. But all T
mo\theJ to pull vp was a bunch of hair and
other Suhk.

N\
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And now that T know what's in ‘)eovle,s sinks, T

guarantee you Tl never be a \Dlumber.

T fiaured T \Dro{m’oly Pus)nec} +he +oo+\\\>as+e cap

even FARTHER down the drain with that cotton
swab, so T o‘aehed the cabinet under the sink o

see if T could fisure out where it ended vp-

Qﬁ%ﬁ

T knew Dad had a bunch of Jo-i+-7/ourse|f books
on \>|umbih3 n ‘H’\e bGSemeth, and 1 -ﬁaured

+¥xere’& be some s+e\>-{>7/-s+e\> instructions to s\\ow
exac-Hy how to fix this sort of +¥\ih3.

T couldn™ make heads or +ails of +he Jidsrdms
n ﬂ'\e book, so I +ook m7/ bes+ s\wo’r at .
There was a \>|as+ic tube underneath the sink,
and T figured the +oo+¥\\>as+e cap must be

50mew\-\ere ihside.
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So T loosened the nut that held the tube o the
me+tal Pipe, and the tube came out Pre-H)/ easily.

T guess T was SU\DPoseJ to turn off a valve or
someﬂ\ihg ) +¥\ou3}\, because ‘Hwe hext -Hwihg I
khew, water was s?rayihs out all over the ?lace.

T+ took me a minute to -Fisure out how to shut
off the valve, and {>7/ the time T did, there was a
)nuae \DucHle on the floor.
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T soaked vp as much water as T could with the
towels that were in the bathroom. Then T ran
down the stairs to get some more out of the
lauhdry room.

But when T got down to the kitchen, T realized
T had o BIGGER Problem.

")Qo °g =3
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T +old Grahdpa where the water was coming
from, but he didn* seem too concerned. He said
+he oh|7/ REAL damase would be a water stain on

the kitchen cei|ih3.

1’m Sldd Grahd\)a ‘H\ous‘\‘f it was ho bis clea|,
but T'm sure Dad would see the situation
DIFFERENTLY.
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T bessecl Grahd‘)a to \\ely me out of this mess,
and he told me he would. Grqh&?a said there’s a
S\Deciql kind of Paihi’ -H-m‘l' covers up water stans,
and he'd take me 4o the hardware store 4o get it

That sounded GREAT. He srabbed Dad’s keys
and we 30‘1’ in the car. But when we backed out of
‘H\e c}riVeway, Gro\hd\:a cli\)\)ec} a -h‘qsh can.

T wasnt too concerned ) but when we hit a

hei\g\'\bor’s MAILBOX, T started to 3e+ worried.

T realized T couldnt remember +he last +ime T was
in a car with Grahd\)a at the wheel. And all of a
sudden it \\H’ me: Last 7/eo\r, Gro\hc{\)a failed )m's
drivers test, so +¥\e7/ +ook away his LICENSE.
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He hasnt been allowed to drive since.

T was really hervous, so 1 told Grahci\)a mqybe
we should 90 back home. But now +that he was on
+he open road ) there was no +urhih3 back.

Ocemy <>
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B}/ ﬂ'\e +ime we 30+ out of our heis)n’oor)nood, }\e

seemed to be getting the }\o\hs of it. But T was
still Pre-H')/ worried when we got on the ramp for
+he Hshway.

Luck.'l)/, there werent a lot of Peovle c{rivihs at
+¥\a+ time of Jay, and +\-\e harc}ware store was
ohly a few miles away.
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The weird -H\ihs was, all of the sighs alohs +he
side of +¥\e road were facihs +)ne wrohg Wo\y, w}\ich
was rea||7/ cohfusihs.

When T saw two cars comih3 +oward us, T
realized that somehow Grahé‘m had taken
the EXIT ramp instead of the ENTRANCE
ramp, and we were \-\eqded in ﬂ\e WRONG
DIRECTION.
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Grahé‘)a slammed on the brakes, and the

car did a 180 before coming to a stop in the
breakdown lane. T+'s a MIRACLE we didnt
get hit, and our near-death experience really

shook both of us vp.

Sudc}ehly a water stain on the kitchen ceiling
didnt seem like such a bis deal anymore. Me and
Grahd‘)a agree& we should Just go back home and
call i+ a day.

At least NOW we were headed in the ria}ﬁ
direction. But w)neh Grahd\m \>u+ ‘H\e car in &riVe,

it rolled a few feet, then conked out.
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A+ first T ‘l‘\'\ous*ﬁ 50me+¥-\ih3 must Ve ‘\a‘)?ehed
to the car when Grahd\)a slammed on the brakes,
but when T looked at the dashboard, T realized
we were out of GAS.

Rodrick used +he car last his\ﬁ when he went 4o
work, and of COURSE he didn* refuel it.

Gro\hd\:a Saw a siSh a}-\eo\ci -H-m-f sau'd -H-\ere was a
service station a mile up the road, and he told me
he was gohha walk there and brihg back a can of

9as so we could aet home.

T wanted +o 90 WITH Kim, but he said T
should stay in the car so it didnt get towed by
+he Hshway de\Do\r+meh+. T didnt feel great
about the whole idea, but T figured it was the
oh|7/ choice T had.
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Grahd‘)a headed off on foo+, and T waited for
what mustve been an HOUR. T was starting to
get a little worried, and then T looked vp at +he
rearview mirror and saw some‘ﬂ'\ihs in the distance.

A group of ?eo?le were walkihs toward +he car
along the side of the road. At first T was
excH'ec} ) because 1 ‘H’\ous‘ﬁ ﬂ'\e)/ mis"\‘i' be able to
HELP. But when T saw their orange JUM\)SUH’S,
T FROZE.

T+ was the commuhH'y service g9ahg, and -Hwe)/
were comihs my way.

When *Hwey got closer, T saw that one of them
was that 3u7/ BILLY. T +\'\ou3¥\+ about makihs
a run for i+, but T didnt want to take my
chances out in the opeh.
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1 did ‘H\e ohly oﬂ\er ‘H\ihs ]: could ‘H\ihk o'F,
w‘wic}x was to lock +¥\e doors and HIDE. 'ﬂ\ere
arent a whole lot of Soocl Hciihs ?laces in a CAR,
+\'\ou3¥w, So ‘H\e best 1 could do was 3e+ down
underneath the dashboard and s+a7/ really still.

Then T held my breath and ?rayed. T+ took
FOREVER for those guys to get to the car,
and when +¥\e7/ -fihally DID, ‘H\ey decided i+ was a
soocl place to take their lunch break.
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EVeh+ua||7/ the community service crew finished
eating and moved on. But ﬂ\e}/ lef+ o )nuge mess,
wh‘c}w Jus+ goes +to show, +)ne>/ weren+ +akih3
+heir }m’akway cleanvp duties too seriously.
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Once T was sure -H-\ey were gone, T got back vp-
But BOTH of my |ess had fallen aslee‘) from beihs
in SUC"\ an awkward \aosi-h'oh for ﬂ'\d‘f |oh3, so i

srabbed the handle on the center console to \)u“
myselwf up.

But +)ne )nahc“e MO\/ED, and wheh it Jic}, so did
the CAR.
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T Kad acci&ehh“)/ shifted the car into
NEUTRAL, and i+ started 4o roll FORWARD.

T)ne car was Pickiha up S\Deed, So :[ s+e\>\>ecl on
the brake. But it locked vp, and the car Just
ke\ﬁ going. T was afraid T was gonhhna roll ovt
into traffic and get hit.

ﬂweh I saw GRANDPA walkihs +owarci me in -H\e
breakdown lane, and T PANICKED.
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T Jerkec} +he steering wheel lef+ and Just
BARELY missed Grahcl\)a. The Problem was, the
car rolled ris)n-l' into a DITCH. And that's where
i+ s+q7ed until Mom came 4wo hours later with the
Towing com‘)d)‘\)/.

T£ T had to do it all over again, T wouldve Just
lef+ +hat +oo+h?as+e cap in the drain.

Mohdq;[
T BEGGED Mom not o +ell Dad what \\a\)\)ehed
to the car when he 30+ home.
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But she said since the fender was all bahse& vp,
he'd find out ANYWAY.

T realized m7/ oh|7 O\D‘h'oh was ‘o 3e+ out of town.
And T +¥\ous}\+ of the PERFECT way to do it.

The class trip to Hardscrabble Farms starts +oc§a7/
and goes for a whole WEEK. T -Fisure 57/ +he
time T get BACK, Dad will have cooled down, at
least a lit+tle.

So T told Mom T c%ahsed my mind about the
trip, and she was all excited.

She called the school +o make sure T could sHill
90, and |ucki|7/ there were a handful of spaces lef+

n ‘H‘\e cabins.
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T went ‘H’\rous\\ m7/ book {)as and found the
Packihs list +¥\e7/ sent home last month to check
what T needed 4o brihg.

Hardscrabble Farms
Supply List

Bug spray Jeans

Hiking boots Plastic bag

Raincoat Sunscreen

Canteen Toiletries

Day pack Wool socks

NO electronic devices

NO junk food

T+ was oo late o go out and s\wo? for all +hat
stuff. Luckﬂ)/ , Mom found Rodrick’s duffel bds n
+he garage, which he had never uh\)acked from
when HE went on +he +ri‘> a few 7/ears ago.

Thside were some Hkihﬁ boots, a raincoat, a
cahteen, bu3 S\’“}" and a bunch of other +\~\ih3$
on the list, which was great.
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But the bas REEKED becauvse there was a half-
eaten }\am sah&wic\-\ n *H-\ere, ch\\ \-\ad Some“H'\ihS
Srowihs out of it.

T was a little worried about +he food situation

at camp, and T was +em‘>+ed to +r>/ and sneak

a few Co\hdy bars in. But T wasnt sure what the

\Dehq|+7 was if you got CAUGHT, so T decided +o
Just hide them in my sock drawer so hobody would

eat them while T was gone.

T wasnt willihs to take ahy risks when it came o
m7/ COMFORT, ‘H’\oug%.

T stuffed ‘H\ree w‘wole containers of Fres\'\ies into
Rodrick’s bds , even ﬂ\oug}\ that meant T couldnt
£t the raincoat.
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T buried +he Freshies a+ the bottom of the bas
because T didnt want Mom to know T was +akih3
+hem. Mom says ’oaby wipes are too expensive for
everyone o use on a regular basis and +¥\e7/’re

reserved for MANNY.

See, +¥\is is the main reason j: want to be ric}x
when T'm older. When T have a 4on of mohey, T
can b“}' as many bo\by wipes as T WANT.
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But until T have mohey of my owh, T Kave to
kee? rm&.hs I"\ahhys SU\D\)l)/

I“ 3}
[/ 3

N

A%
T
fa
1@7"

\

When T was Just about ready to leave for +he
+ru‘>, Gro\hd‘)a gave me a book he said m.s\'rf come
in %ah&y

Gro\hJ\)a said ‘H\e book belohsed Yo Hm as a kd
and he gave it to Dad when HE was my age. Now
he wanted ME 4o have it.
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T+ looked a little outdated to me, but T didnt
want to hurt Grahcl?q’s -Feelihss. So T +old him T4
take i+ wi-H-\ me and read it -Hwe first c\mhce I 30+.

BEO0k

ENOUNG

LADS

/ﬂ\ere was JUST ehousk room to fit it in m7/
bo\s, and T ﬁgured the more stuff Piled on top of
+he Freshies, the better.

When Mom Jro?Ped me off at school this morhing,

+)nou3)n, T realized T was SERIOUSLY uh\are\mred
for this trip.
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EVerybody else had a TON of gear, and T felt
like T had uh&er\mcke&.

After all our stuff was loaded onto the bus, +he
bass +ook vp at least half +he space.

That meant we had +o double up oh seats, which
made the ride to Hardscrabble Farms feel a LOT

|oh3er ﬂ\dh it s)noulcyVe.

132



When we {iha“y got there and drove -H\rous\'\
the main entrance, T was \Dre++7/ relieved. But
the last stretch was BRUTAL because it was a
dirt road.

|,/
‘ HARDSCRABBLE
: FARMS
Py Old-fashioned

values for

When we 30+ off the bus, a group of kids
from another school was Just |eavih3. And ﬂ\e)/

looked like ‘H‘\ey couldnt be se‘H'ihs out of ‘H\ere
soon ehous*\.

)TN
CreEE Nl
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A kid in the back was \'\olciihs a handwritten sigh
that didnt make dh7/ sense to me.

(T
MWW]

l]‘@'!l

BEWARE b\‘

;
) JEAs

& W,
N e,

A couyle of my classmates seemed ‘:re-H‘)/ freaked
out when H\e)/ saw it. A boy standing hext to
me said his older brother went to Hardscrabble
Farms a few years back and 4old him all about
Silas Scratch.

A‘)Pareh‘H)/ this Silas Scratch guy was a farmer
who lived at Hardscrabble Farms a |oh3 time ago,
but +hen the couh+7/ came in and kicked him off
his land.
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Another kid chimed in and said HE heard Silas
Scratch went to live in the forest, where he

survived 107/ eating sluss and berries. Then Melinda
Henson said she heard he went CRAZY and grew
his fingernails really long.

See, T couldVe done without the part about the
|oh3 fihserhails, because that sort of -H\ihs reqlly
SiVes me ﬂ\e willies.
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One of our c\'\a‘)erohes, Mr. Heqley, said that
when HIS class went to Hardscrabble Farms, a kid
hamed Frankie came across Silas Scratch's shack in
the woods. And after Frankie saw it, he was never

+}\e same.

Ah)"’he who hadnt heard of Silas Scratch
BEFORE knew about him NOW, because the
Sz

s+or7/ sPread like wildfire.

T found the whole Silas Scratch +¥\ih3 Jis+ur{>ih3.
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T GUARANTEE you, if anyohe told me there

was a Jerqhaec} farmer \)rowlihs the Srouhc}s of

Hardscrabble Farms, T wouldve Just s+a7ec} home
and taken my chances with DAD.

After we were done uhloadihs the bus, we
broush‘f our stuff down to the main |odse,
which was a giant log cabin with a bunch of long
tables inside.

The person in charge was Mrs. Graziano, and once
eVeryohe sat down, she gave a sPeec\'\ about the
camp rules. There were a BUNCH of them, but
+he one she said was most irv\\)or+ah+ was that bo7/s
and girls arent allowed o visit each other’s cabins

for any reason.
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Mrs. Graziano said this was her nineteenth year
coming to Hardscrabble Farms, and she wasn+
gonhha \>u+ up with dh}' honhsense from ahybocly.
Then she had the c}xo\\Derohes 90 -H\rous\w
eVeryohe’s bass +o make sure hobody was +r7/ih3
to sheak in ah7/ Juhk food or electronics.

A few kids 30+ bus+ecl WH'}\ stoff in ‘H\eir {7035.
Mike Barrows had a ?ouhc} of Swedish Fish in his
{)ack‘mck, and Duane Hissihs got cau3¥\+ +r7/ih3
to smuggle in a giant c\'\ocola-fe-c‘\i‘) cookie.
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T was rea“)/ slqc} T4 lef+ those cthiy bars back
home, but T was a little worried +he cha\)erohes

mi3¥\+ confiscate my baby wipes. Once Mr. Jones

Cdu3¥\+ a WH-” of my {)ds, H’\an"\, "\e didnt 9o
digsihg ahy further.

After that we had lunch, which was hot Joss,
baked {)eahs, and stuffed peppers. /ﬂ\ere weren+
any other choices, so if you didn't like any of
+hose ‘H\ihas, 7/ou were out of luck.

I

When lunch was over, the c)na?erohes told us to
scrape our leftovers into a 3.’ah+ ‘)o‘l'.
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I ha&h"l' +ouc¥\ec} my stuffed pepper, so I &um‘)ec}
the whole +Hh3.

T asked Mr. Healey w\'\y we put our leftovers
into a \>o+ instead of the +rash can. He said at
Hardscrabble Farms no food goes to waste, and
eVeryH\ihs we didnt eat for THIS meal is put
into a stew for the NEXT one.

He said it was the same wa7/ when he came to this
camp as a kid, and +¥xe7/ still used the exact same
pot. That means there could be leftovers from
+Hr+7 YEARS ago in +hat ‘H‘\ihs.

After lunch Mrs. Graziano and the female
cha\)erohes +ook +he 3ir|s to the other side of
camp to 90 to their cabins.
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Mom had ac-h;ally wanted to Volunteer as a
c}\a\)erohe last-minute, but she wasn+t comfortable
|eqvih3 T"\ahhy with Rodrick and Grahd\aa. That
kind of S‘h'hks, +)nous¥\, because s}xe could Ve fed me

ihside information from H\e Sirls’ side of camp.

YOU DON'T STAND A
CHANCE WITH LAUREN,
BUT CHLOE THINKS YOU

HAVE A CUTE BUTT!

Us 3”}'5 s-ha)/ed back in ‘H\e cafeteria to 3e+ our
cabin o\ssishmeh+5. Most of ﬂ\e groups were kids w}'\o

)nahs out +03e‘|+\er at school ) but each cabin seemed
1o have ONE kid who didnt {)elohs.
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The school must have decided o sPrea& +he
troublemakers out so there wouldnt be more

ﬂ-\ah one in ahy cabin.

/n\e oh|7/ group ‘H\a‘l' }md MORE ‘H\ah onhe
trovblemaker was Mr. Nuzzi's group. But Mr.

Nuzzi works as a ?riSOh suarJ, so L guess 'H\e)/
fisur‘ec} *\e coul& \'\o\hc“e it.

Since T re3|'5+ered late, T got put with the
9roup of LEFTOVERS ) w’nic}x included Rowley.




T was Sla& T got assished +o the same cabin as
Rowley, but T wasnt ha\)\ay his FATHER was the
c}wa?erohe. Mr. Jefferson has never req“)/ been a
bis fan of mine, and 1 wash+ |ookih3 forward o
beihs cooPed up with him for a whole WEEK.

T+ was pret clear whoever had our cabin last

didnt bother cleahihs vp after themselves.

One kid in my group, Julian Trimble, seemed to be
+o\kih3 the situation Pre'H)/ hard, because his |i\>
started to quiver as soon as we walked in the door.

T was kind of 5ur\>n’sed Julian decided to come

on +)nis +ri\>, because '\:m suessihs )ne’s hever been
awqy from )nis \)dreh‘l's oVerhish‘f before.
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Julian was a|wq7/s the kid who made a bis scene
eVery morhing clurihs clroP-oﬂ[ +ime at school.
Once, in second srade, he had such a strong grip
oh his mom that the vice principal had 4o come
down +o \)eel them a‘>o\r+.

Q -
T fisure& Julian decided +o go onh +his +ri‘> on his
O\/\/N, but w}\eh I remembered -H\e scene at -H-\e
school +this morhihs, T started to wonder if his

mom dc+ua||7/ tricked him into it.




EVerybody started Pickihs out their bunks, and
thats when T found out why eVeryohe had such
bis bdss.

T had Just assumed the beddihg would be taken
care of, but T guess +hat was +oo much o ho‘)e
for at a \)lqce like +his.

The closest 'H-\ihe T had 4o a ?illow was my hoodie,
which o\lreacly smelled like Rodrick’'s ham sandwich.

T+ was hard fih&ihs a mattress without ahy
weird stains on i+. T \)icked a +0\> bunk because
T couldnt risk ’Deihs underneath Julian in case he
wet the bed.
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Uh-(or‘+uhq+e|7l, Mr. Jefferson slid into the spot
riSH- UNDERNEATH me, so how Rowley’s dad

was rn)/ bunkmate.

After we finished uh‘)ackihs our stuff, we went
down to +)ne activities area to do some team-

builclihsn exercises.

The first ‘H’\iha we did was a “trust fall,” where
one vy would fall backward and eVeryohe else was
SU‘J‘)osed +to ca+ch )nim. I guess -H-\e ?oih+ was Yo

show how our teammates \-\aVe our {)acks.

But Jordan Lahkey did his fall while the rest of

us were still workihs out where to stand.
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Mr. Jefferson showed us how to form two lines
facihg each other and then make a “net” b
grabbing each other’s wrists. So when Jeffrey
Swanson got vp on +he ?|a+form, we ﬂ\ous\ﬁ' we

were reo\dy for Hm.




But Je”rey iS a bis boy, and his weis\ﬁ made
Row|e7/ and Gareth Grimes colla\)se and smash
into each other.

Gareth was missihs one of his front +ee+\'\, and
eVeryohe got down on their hands and knees 4o
look for i+. Then Emilio Mendoza found the tooth
in Rowley’s FOREHEAD.

Mr. Jefferson told Emilio to run down and get
+he nurse, w)no ’Drous)n‘l' Gareth a c{am‘) was\\doﬂ\
to stop +he bleedihs.
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But she couldnt \)ull the +ooth out of Rowle/s
forehead, because it was really |oc13eci n +¥\ere.

Mr. Jefferson called his wife to come Pick Rowley
up and take him to get it checked out. T dont
know if she ended up going to a doctor or a
deh+is+, because T have no idea what 7/ou even do
for that sort of 'H\Ehs.

So Mr. Jefferson was stuck c%a\)erohiha a bunch
of kids who werent HIS. He had us do all these
exercises that were su??osed +o teach us how to
work +03e+¥wer as a team, but all ﬂwe)/ really did
was show us how BAD we were a+ it.

We did one ac+ivi+>/ called the “bucket brigade,“
where we had to make a relay line to {)riha water
from the river all the way to our cabin.
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The first vy filled vp his bucket and then Poured
it in the next 30}/’5 bucke-t, and so on.

But we S\>i||eJ so much water o\|oh3 +he way +hat
{>7/ the time we got o the cabin, there was almost
ho+)nih3 lef+ 4o put in the metal +ub we were
svp\aosecl to fill.

We rea|ized if we were ever gohha fihis‘w ‘H‘\e
ac+ivi+7/, we heeded to find a better way +o il
H\e +ub. So we wruhg out our swea+7l cloﬂ'\es.
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Af-fer -Hm‘i' we did an ac+ivi+7/ w%ere we hac} to tie
our wrists +03e+¥\er wi‘H'\ scarves and g0 ‘ﬂ\rous"\ an
obstacle course made of ropes. But when it came o

\ahysical activities, our group was \>re++7l %o\)eless.
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After the ropes course, we couldnt untie the
scarves because wed knotted them too ‘h'3¥\+ And
THAT wasn+ soocl because Tmoﬂ\y Ames needed
+o use the bathroom in the cabin.

jﬁw

|

By the end of the day eVer7/ohe was +o+d||7/ worhn
out, and T was req||7/ slad when Mr. Jefferson
told us it was time for dinner.

The meal was chicken patties, corn oh +he cob,
and stew. T \;o\ssed on the stew, and T was
really slad T did when T saw Jordan ‘>u|| an
entire +aco shell out of his bowl. Who KNOWS

w‘-\cﬁ' yeqr ‘H\cﬁ ‘H‘\ihg was from.

=
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After dinher we went back to the cabin. Mr.
Jefferson said that since we had been in the
woocis, we heec}ecl o c)neck one aho+)ner for +icks.
Each person was responsible for his bunkmate,

which meant T had Mr. Jefferson.

But Mr. Jeffersons 30+ a lot of "\air, and T
wash t gonha go \)okihg ﬂ\roush it. Forall T
knew, there could be a whole COLONY of +icks

living in +here.

1 YOU RE
GOOD!

EVerybodys always S‘*}/'hﬁ how great the outdoors
are, but there’s all SORTS of creepy- —crawlies you

heed o worry about.
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T used 4o ‘)lay in the woods all the TIME, until
T swallowed a live S\Dider.

7\ "N )
o iy

Z_

O saul

But in a place like Hardscrabble Farms, there are
Just as many bugs INSIDE as OUTSIDE. Some
sort of beetle burrowed into a kid’s ear at dinner,
and he had +o go o +he nurse’s station to have

it remoVeJ.

DUDE, T THINK
SOMETHING

JUST CRAWLED
IN YOUR EAR. CWI—IAAAA@

%

=
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Jordan found a tick on the back of Julian’s neck,
and eVerybocly freaked out about i+. But Mr.
Jefferson said Julian would be fine, and he took
him down 1o the nurse.

The second Mr. Jefferson and Julian left, the
rest of the auys n my cabin went +o+a||7/ NUTS.

T s+a7/ed out of eVerybo&y’s way becavse T didnt
wanhna be the fifth persoh from m7/ group to 3e+

seen {)7/ the nurse on the first Jay.

B)/ the time Mr. Jefferson got back, the cabin
was a wreck and everyone was FILTHY.
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Tm guessing hobody has ever cleaned +he floors in
+his \)lace, because when the guys were done rollihs

arouhc{, +)ne7l were covered in dirt and )nau'r.

As a ‘)uhishmeh‘i' for +ro\s\'\ih3 +he cabin, Mr.
Jefferson made us go to bed EARLY, and he
|urv\\>ed me in with eVeryohe else even +)nous)n T
didnt DO ahyﬂxihs. And that's how we ended
up going o bed while i+ was still |i3}w+ out on
the first night.

Tuesclax
Mr. Jefferson woke eVerybody up at the crack
of dawn and said we all needed to take showers

before breakfast.
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That's when it occurred to me that +here wasnt

actually a shower in our bathroom. The shower was

on the OUTSIDE of the cabin, and +the water
was in the metal tub we filled up in the bucket
briaade 7es+erda7/.

I seemed to be +¥\e oh|7/ one w}wo remembered whcﬁ
was IN that +ub, because eVeryohe else got in line
to take -H'\eir furn.

No+ oh|7/ was the water UNSANITARY ) but
o\\)\)areh-H)/ it was COLD, +oo.
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T came PREPARED, ‘H\ous"\. T c}e-(ihH‘el)/
wash + gohha be +o\kih3 o\h7/ ou+c}oor showers on

this trip, but T could sHill kee\D mysel-( CLEAN.

Breakfast wasnt a whole lot better than our first

two meals, but at least -H\e)/ werent serving the
STEW. The \Dahches were hard as ROCKS,

H\oua‘-\, and +\'\e7/’d break 7/our +ee+¥\ f 7/ou tried
to bite +)m’ou3}\ ohe.

% J @“EZ\W P—)

CLONk CLANK CLACK

E milio snuck a \)o\hcake into his \)ocke‘l' so he could
mail i+ home 4o his mom and show her how bad the

foo& was at camp.
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After we cleaned up from breakfast, Mrs. Graziano
told us the \7|ah for +he clay.

She said we were gohha do the same +7\>es of
chores done {>7/ kids growing up oh farms like +his

a |oh3 +ime ago.

Mrs. Graziano said that in the old Jays, kids
worked from the time ﬂ-\e)/ 30‘1’ up in the morning
until the sun went down. And +he7 had to start
workihg as sooh as +¥\e7/ were old ehous\'\ to }xelv
their families out.

\/\”‘\ic"\ IS J“5+ ANOTHER reason jfm slq& I

washt alive back +hen.
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M)/ group started off in the barn, and our JOb

was to move bales of hay from one end of +he

buildihs to the other. T+ was SERIOUSLY
hard, and T have a lot of respect for kids who
had to do that kind of work eVery Jay.

When we were FINISHED, eVerybociy felt a )nuae

sense of o\ccomP‘iS"\meht




As we were |eavih3 +o move on 1o the next station,

Mr. Nuzzis group came into the barn. He told his
team their Job was to move the ‘\ay bales to the
other side, which was where -Hwey were +o BEGIN
with. So dont even ask me why we went to all
that trouble.

See, you shouldnt DO that kind of stuff to a
kid. When T was in first Sra&e, my teacher told
me s)ne was sehcliha me oh a  secret missioh,“ and

she gave me a note to deliver to another teacher
down the hall.
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Ahd eVery Jay after +\'\a+, m7/ +eac\-\er \'\ahdec} me
ANOTHER note 4o deliver.

\/\]eu, one clo\y I so‘l' curious about w\'\d‘f was IN

those notes ) and T o?ehed ohe up. But i+ was
BLANK inside.

T+ 4urns ouvt Mom had told my teacher she was
worried about my “self-esteem,” and the whole
secret-mission ﬂ\ihs was just a way +o make me
feel IMPORTANT. So if ah)/ohe wants 4o know
w)ny T have a hard time taking work serious|7l,
that's how i+ started.

Our team S‘Jeh‘i’ the rest of +he morhing going
ﬂ\roua}\ +¥\e oﬂ-\er stations. We ?aih-fed a -fehce,
re\mired a stone wall, and stacked firewood outside
the main |oc13e.
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T +ell you, when T'm older T'm gonna 507/ a
farm of m)/ OWN and set Up 4 camp on +he

\DroPer+7. Because se-i"h'hs a buhc’n of kids o work
for free and calling it education is GENIUS.

After lunch, when we were \\eadihs back 4o our
cabih, Gareth +ri‘>‘>eci over a rock S‘Hckihs out of
ﬂ'\e srouhd.

When Emilio saw it, he got really vpset.

The rock had some scrapes oh it, and Emilio said

+he oh|>/ person who couldve done THAT was
Silas Scratch.
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Je(frey said the rock was ‘)robably Silas Scratch’s
GRAVESTONE, and now we were CURSED

because we had disturbed his resting \>|ace.

T 4ried to +alk some sense into these 9uys- T said
that, first of all, if Silas Scratch was DEAD,
that was sooé hews for everyone. And second of
all, this COULDN'T be Silas Scratch’s gravestone
because he wouldve had 4o bury HIMSELF.

T never shouldVve said that, because i+ Just
vpset everyone even MORE. Now all of a sudden
Silas Scratch was an UNDEAD farmer who
couldnt be killed.
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At dinner, Silas Scratch’s "sraVe" was all qhy{)oc}y
could +alk about.

Somebody claimed ﬂ\e)/ saw Silas Scratch in the
woods. Ahd someone ELSE said ‘H\ey Saw \'\im on
the other side of camp at the exact same time.

Then Alber+ So\h&)/ was telling everyohe +hat
HE heard Silas Scratch had a network of tunnels
beneath the cabins, and +that's how he’s able +o
moVe around so quickly.
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So thanks to Al{)er+ Sahdy, how kids are oo
scared to use +}\e bqﬂ\rooms at camp.

S
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A few kids said +)ne7/'re Just gonna HOLD i+ unil
H\e)/ se‘i' home. ﬂ'\d‘l’ doesnt sound smart 1o ME )
es?ecially cohsiderihs were oh|7/ oh Jd\)/ TWO.

Wedhesda%

Todqy, after we fihis\\ed our farm d\ores, we }md
free time o do whatever we wanted. T decided
T4 Jus+ take a hap, but a few of m7/ cabinmates
had other ‘)lahs.

Gareth, Je-f-frey, and Jordan said H\e)/ were sick
of ea-h'hS STEW for c{ihher, so +)ne7/ were gohha
90 down to the river and catch a FISH.
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T ﬂ\ous}ﬁ that was the s+U\>iJes+ idea T'd ever
\'\eard, ESPECIALLY since +¥\e7/ didnt \'\aVe a

fishihg \Dole or ahyﬂxihs like +that.

But -H'\e?/ were dead serious, and w\'\eh +\we7/
headed out, T went to the cabin and climbed up
n m7/ buhk.

T+ took me a while 4o fall aslee\), and ria}ﬁ
w}weh I started to doze 01[1[, m7/ cabinmates burst
ﬂ\rous}\ ﬂ\e door.




Believe it or not, those fools had ac+uo\||>/ mo\ho\sed
to catch a fish. ﬂ\ey scoo?ecl ohe n'3¥\+ out of
the river using Je#rey’s shirt as a NET.

Ahd how that +¥\e7/ had i+, +)ne7/ didnt know
what to DO with i+. What was Pre-Hy clear was
+hat no one had any intention of EATING 4.
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T told the guys if they didnt put the fish in
some water quick, it wasnt gohha SURVIVE.

Gareth grabbed the fish by its tail and carried

it to the ba‘l'}\room, where he ‘)U“’ it in the
TOILET. Then Jordan em\)'h'ecl his canteen inside
the bowl so +he fish had some extra water +o 1%\)
around in.
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T}\e fish seemed OK for -H\e +ime beihg, and I
decided to g0 get a bucket so we could take the
fish back down to the river and let it 90-

But when T went to LEAVE, Mr. Jefferson
walked into the cabin. T}\e other suys slammed +he
bathroom door shut, and T +ried my best +to \7“"7

it cool.
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M)/ 9uess was that Mr. Jefferson wouldnt be too
ha\)\ay about a fish in the toilet, and T didn+
wahha get sent to bed ear|7 for the second time
on this +rip.

Mr. Jefferson asked me where everyohe ELSE was,

and T said T ‘H\ous\ﬁ' ‘H\e)/ mi\g*ﬁ be down {>7/ the
river. He told me that if T saw anyohe, T should +ell
them o come to the main |oJSe for mail call.

\/\n\eh Mr. Jefferson left , we \>u+ ﬂ'\e lid down on
+he +oilet to make sure the fish didnt ﬂop out
onto the floor, then we headed down +o the main
|odse to join the rest of our class.

Mrs. Graziano handed out mail to all the kids who
got 50me+¥\ih3 delivered from home. Mom sent me

a letter, and Tl admit T got a little choked vp
rea&ihs it.
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S Dhsgors
wx,mlw;jcu_wnw&ﬁu.'
Cam't. maitumﬂz?w.’/w.
kock homa.. Hope jou
NU?N:-,AXAMA.,
Mem,

Dear GPGS)
T found your canJ7/

bo\r‘s. Her‘e, 7ou Can
smel| +he wrappers,

\—\qr, \\ar*, lwar.
74

T got a letter from Rodrick, too, but T didn+
like HIS as muc)n as Moms.
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T didnt get a letter from Dad, but T DID get
one from the PIG. T J'us+ *’\OPQ someohe in m7/
fqmﬂ)/ wrote i+ as a Joke, because if that +)nih3
has somehow learned how to write, then T dont
eveh know what 4o say.

OINK
OINK
OINK

Julian got a letter from home, too. But his mom
made a HUGE mistake b)/ seh&ihs a P\\O‘l'o alohs
with i+.
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Julian washt the ONLY one who seemed homesick.
A couvle of kids didnt get ahyﬂ-\iha at all, and
ﬂ'\e)/ asked some of us who DID get letters +o
read them out loud.

I MADE A BATCH OF YOUR
FAVORITE COOKIES AND
PUT THEM IN THE FRIDGE
FOR WHEN YOU GET HOME!
LOVE, MOM.

) \FF
=)\ ) =

A few kids 30'!' care Packages wH'}\ fres}w cloﬂ\es
and stuff like that.

~ ° o

But the 553 winher in our group was Graham
Bertran, who got a HUGE box that was Vacked

with a ton of svmﬂies.
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Back at the cabin later on, we found out Graham
had mailed the box to HIMSELF before the
trip started, and he had hidden all SORTS of

Soodies in with the camping SU\)\>|ies.

Luckﬂ)/, he was wi"ihﬁ to SHARE. T never -H\ous\ﬁ
T4 eat Doritos out of a Hkihs boo+, but 57/ +hat
point T4 qlready given up my last shred of dishﬁy.

Lo et .. . PRI ~

E milio looked out the window and saw Mr.
Jefferson coming back to the cabin, so we hid
all of Graham's stuff under a blanket.

When Mr. Jefferson entered the cabin, he walked
ris}ﬁ' b)/ without even ho+icih3.
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Uhfor'h;ha-fel)/, we were so focused on the snacks
+hat we frorso‘f all about the FISH.

CREAM? A
ey

—

Q)

T feel a little bad for Mr. Jefferson, but i+ was
a sood reminder to me that 7/ou should ALWAYS
check inside the toilet before sitting down.

Mr. Jefferson was mad and -HwouSH +his was some

kind of \Drach'cql Joke. T |
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Ahd of course }\e ‘H-\ous\ﬁ 1 was -H\e 307/ w\-\o
came up wH'}\ it.

So +oh63¥\+, while the rest of the group was
)ndvihs smores and singing sohgs {37/ the camvfire
with Mrs. Graziano, T was stuck in the cabin
with an ahsry cha‘)erohe.

'ﬂwrs&o\x
Mos+ kids at camp were cruising ri3¥\+ alohs until
7/es+ercla7/ ) but after those letters from home

came, it seemed like everyone hit o WALL.

A lot of my classmates are homesick, and ﬂ\e)/’\/e
been askiha if +\-\e7/ can go back ear|7/. But the

c\m\)erohes say +he oh|7/ way we cah go home is if
there’s some sort of MEDICAL reason.
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Well, ﬂ\e)/ shouldnt have put that into PeoPle,s

heads, because now kids are +ryih3 to 3e+ sick
on PURPOSE.

Melinda Henson was acting reo\lly strange at
lunch. T+ turns out she ate three servings of
stew to make herself sick, which seemed a little
extreme to ME.

But after sPehJihS a few )nours down at +¥\e
hurse’s station with ih&igesﬁoh, Melinda was sent
back +o reJoih ‘\er group.

Julian took it one step FURTHER. Mr.
Jefferson found him in the cabin c|u+c)nih3 his
s+omdc¥\ hext to a Bal{-ea‘reh stick of deodorant.
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So that was the end of the road for Julian.

A few hours later Julian's mother arrived +o \)ick
)nim vp. But {>7/ -Hwe +ime +¥\e7 drove away, he

seemed to have made a full recoVery.

A lot of boys started +q|kih3 about how Julian
had +he riS\-rl' ideo\, and the cha\)erohes caua)n-t
wind of it.
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ﬂ\e hext 'H'\ihs we khew, -H-\e c\'\a\)erohes were
going around collec-h'h3 eVeryohe’s deodorant so no
one could follow in Julian’s -foo+s+e\>s.

That's bad news for OUR cabin, because with the

wet towels and dirty clothes all over the ?lace,
and kids s‘\owerihs wiﬂ\ sweat water, our cabin

ALREADY smells like a mohkey house.

»
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. A

7.




The deodorant was \)robably +he one ‘H\ihs kee\)ihs

the fumes in our cabin from reachihs toxic levels.
And if we get sick, were ALL going home ear|7/.

That mis\ﬁ be OK for eVeryohe ELSE , but its not
all ris\ﬁ for ME. Because the sooner T 90 home,
the sooner T have to face DAD.

Saturda
To be honest with you, T had -forsoﬁeh all about
Rowley until Ke returned +o camp 7/es+erdo\7/ morhing.

But when he caueH' a whiff of our cabin, Tl bet
he wished he had Jus+ s+a7/e& home.
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T+ turns out Row|e7/ got an infection from
Gareth’s +oo+¥1, and that's w}xy he was gohe
for so |oh3. Rowley broua}\‘l' +he tooth WITH
)nim, but '\:m hot sure w}m+ Gareﬂx's sup\)osed o
do with i+ at +his point.
7y

“©)
(o)

Rowley was coming back at an awkward time. Weve

all been preparing for +he last hia}ﬁ of +he trip,
which we have to spehd OUTDOORS.

j?m kihd of |ookih3 -Forwarci Yo i1, because
that's ONE hig\ﬁ we won+t have +o stay in our
s+;hk7 cabin.

But I’m hot sure m7/ 9roup cah even SURVIVE

slee‘)ihs out in the elements.

We're SU\)POSe& to build a shelter and a fire
+omorrow his\ﬂ' , and T have no IDEA how were
suWosed to pull THAT off.
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Mr. Jefferson has been +r7/ih3 to teach us how to
do some basic ou+cloors7/ ‘H‘\ihss , but it turns out
he's Just about as useless as the REST of us.

Yes+erda7/ he was +r7/ih3 +o teach us how to build
a fire, and he broke the “no electronics” rule b
using his P)nohe o look up how 4o do it+. But his
battery died when a couvle of rn)/ cabinmates got
ahold of it to watch videos of screaming goats.

T guess Mr. Jefferson learned o LITTLE bit
before the ba‘Hery diec}, because he so‘f a fire
going and told the rest of us 4o get some
kindling. Nobody knew what kindling WAS,
H\oua\w , SO we broua)(ﬁ' back eVer7/+)nEh3 we
ﬂ\oua\ﬁ mis\ﬁ burn.
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Rowley came back with what looked like a bunch of
WEEDS and +hrew them on the fire, but +hat
+o+a||7/ smothered it.

T+ 4urns out the stuff Row|e7/ \)U+ on the fire
was ac+uo\||7/ POISON IVY, and this morhing he
woke vp covered in spots. Mr. Jefferson mustve
ih)naled ‘H\e fumes and So-Heh it n Hs LUNGS,
because he was }-mvihs trouble breaﬂ\ihs.

o
-
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The nurse called Mrs. Jefferson to come ?ick them
both vp, and T +hink -H\ey)re done for GOOD.

ﬂwwf means m7/ group 1S ‘H\e oh|7/ onhe wi+¥'\ou+ a
c)nd\)erohe. Tve heard Mrs. Graziano is scramblihg
to find a reylacemeh‘h but no dads are willihs to
give vp the rest of their weekend +o come out here.

This is really bad timing, because it's svwosed

to RAIN tomorrow night, and we havent even
started buiHihg our shelter. T tried 4o 5\77/ on a
9roup that has a bunch of Boy Scouts in it to see
if T could ‘)ick up ah7/ Poih‘fers, but those 3u7/s

weren+ williha to give away +heir secrets.




While we were off ‘h‘yihs ‘o set up our camp, some
other group raided our cabin. T guess ‘H'\e)/ mus+tVe
)neqrci about Gra)nam’s Shacks, because Hs S‘|’d$"\
was +o+o\||7/ \Dicked clean.

The thieves also went -H-\rous\\ MY bas and

found the ba{)y wi?es, which -H'\e)/ used up N our
bqﬂ'\room. ﬂwey mustVe ‘h’ie& o ﬂus\'\ ‘H’\em c}owh
the +oilet, because now it was CLOGGED.

The wors+ part was that the toilet overflowed,
and the water ran aloh3 the floor in a ‘m-ﬂ'\ from
the bathroom +o my duffel bas.

EVer7/+)nih3 T owned was wet exce\>+ for Gro\hd\aa’s
book, which the thieves had tossed onto a bed.
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T was really MAD. But when T started ﬂiﬂ)ihs
ﬂ\roug}\ +he Pages, T realized the auys who
raided our cabin mi3¥\+'Ve done us a )nuse FAVOR.

The book had a 4on of useless stuff in it, like a
c\\a\ﬁer on how to make a workihﬁ radio out of

household o{)Jec+S.

Shortwave radio is an exciting
new hobby sweeping the
nation! But who needs all that
expensive equipment when
everything can be found in
your very own home?

Start by finding two paper clips,
one foil chewing-gum wrapper,
and a hearty potato.

Insert the paper clips into the
potato and form a “bridge”
between them with the
chewing-gum wrapper.
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But there was a lot of GOOD stuff in +¥\ere, +oo.
ﬂ-\ere was a c)nq\ﬁer on }-\ow o ic}eh‘h'-f)/ \DoiSOh ivy,
which wouldve come in hand es+ercia7/. There were
c}xa\)‘rers on OTHER ou+doors7/ +Hh35 ) like }\ow
to start a fire without ma+c\\es, which was sreo\'l',
because Mr. Jefferson used all of ours up.

1 couHh)‘I' wait to +r7 out some of ‘H\e tricks and
see if +)ne7/ ac+ua||7/ WORKED. T led my grovp
ouvt to our caM\)sH'e and asked to borrow Emilio,s

glasses, and T focused a beam of svhlisk-l' +\-\rou3\w

a lens onto a dry leaf, the way it said to do in
ﬂ'\e book. Sure ehoua"\, ‘H’\e leaf s+ar+ed Srnokihs,
and eVeh+ua||7/ caua*ﬁ fire.




EVeryohe was excited that we could make a fire
without the %el? of an adult, but we got a li+tle
carried away wiﬂ-\ ﬂ-\e \-\63}\ #Ves, and Emilio’s
glasses got crushed in the celebration.

RN

A‘)Pareh‘H)/ E milio is blind as a bat without his
slasses, so the rest of the trip miSH be a little
c\wa“ehsihs for Hm.
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Luckily, Jeffrey wears alasses, too, so we can
4 A 9

make o\hoﬂ\er fire tomorrow.

\/\])neh we 30+ back to our cabin after Jihher, we
got a cold splas\w of rea|i+7/. The flooded toilet
added to the overall bad smell in our cabin, which
b)/ how was | OTALLY oVer\)owerihs.

We moP\)ed up the floor with our Air‘l')/ clothes,
then put them in a couPIe of trash bass. But
that STILL didnt do the 4rick.

ﬂ\e WORST smell seemed to be comih3 from US.
And the ohly way to deal with THAT \)roblem was
with deodorant.
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Jordan said maybe we should raid one of the sir|s’
cabins and steal some of THEIR deodorant, but
ﬂ\o\‘f ‘I'ur‘hed into a bia debd‘l'e about whe‘ﬂ'\er sir|s
dc+ud||7/ USE deodorant.

But what eVeryohe was excited about was the idea
of 305h3 on a RAID.

The person who was MOST excited was Emilio.
But we told Kim it was too dahserous for him to
90 with us since he couldnt SEE.

He said we NEEDED him because he has an
excellent sense of smell and could sniff out the
sir|s’ cabins. We werent sure if he was blu”]'hg,
so we ran him ﬂ\roush a smell test where he had
to identify a bunch of different things. And sure
ehough ) he 30+ eVer7/ sihale ohe.
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So Emilio was in. We all started getting rea&y,
but riﬁ}ﬁ' when we were about 1o head out, Mr.

Nuzzi came Yo c\'\eck onh us.

T guess it was \Dre++7/ obvious to Mr. Nuzzi +hat
we were up to ho Sood, so he told us wed all be
in BIG trouble if he co\u3¥\+ any of us Sheakihs
out. Plus, he heard Silas Scratch was on the ?rowl
+ohi3¥\+ so wed better s+a>/ indoors.

Then Mr. Nuzzi left, and a few minutes later he
came back with a bottle of {)aby ?owder.
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He s‘)rihkled it ina bis circle around our cabin so that

if we DID leave, our foo+\)rih+s would give us away.
I |

[ []]

EVeryohe started to ‘Dahic because +)ne7/ ﬂ\ous\w‘l'
we were +ra‘>\>ed in our cabin for +\-\e rest of +\-\e

his*ﬁ. But then T remembered a c\\o\‘)‘fer from m7/
BOOK ‘H’\d‘f cou|d *\el\D uS.

HIDING Ancient ninjas had a clever
way of fooling their enemies.
YOUR When traveling in a group,
ninjas would walk in single file,
NUMBERS carefully stepping into the
same set of footprints.
Then they’d ambush their
pursuers, who would be
shocked to discover that they

were not following the tracks
of ONE person but many!
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Mr. Nuzzi had lef+ his OWN foo+‘>rih+s in the
{mb)/ Pow&er when he was S\Drea&ihg it around.
So all we needed 4o do was follow in his exact
1[oo+s+e\>s and he'd never know we left.

The oh|7/ ?roblem was that Mr. Nuzzi's foo+‘>rih+s
were a lot bisser than o\hy of ours. But Mr.
Jefferson had left his \m‘kihg boots under the bed,
and +\-\e7/ looked like a \Derfed' match.

T went first. T4 was a little hard staying in Mr.
Nouzzi's +ro\cl<s, but T made it to the other side
of +he baby \Dow&er.




Then T tossed the boots back to the NEXT uy-

|
$

We 30‘!’ eVeryohe out of the cabin that Wo\y. E ven
E milio, who hitched a ride with Je#rey.

Once we were all clear, we headed ﬂ\rous\'\ +he
woods toward the sirls' cabins. But before we
knew it, we were +o+a||7/ lost. T+ was kind of
scqry because hobody even knew which wq7/ OUR

cabin was.
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Then Jeffrey made eVeryﬂxihs a hundred times
WORSE {>7/ brihaiha up the sub ject of Silas
Scratch. Je”rey said Silas Scratch was Probably
wa+c\wih3 our eVer7/ move and was gonha Pick us off
ohe {37 ohe and eat us alive.

That got my cabinmates all stirred Up, and T
ﬂ\ous}ﬁ +¥\e7/ were gohha scatter in eVer7/ direction.

But Emilio saved the de when he \Dicke& up o

scent in H\e air.
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He said he could smell a Sirls‘ cabin, and it wasnt

that far off.

Sure ehous}\, one of the cabins was about 'fh[+7/
feet away. We crept vp as quie‘H)/ as we could,
+hen \)u+ some of our +eam-bui|c}ih3 skills into
action o get up to an open window.

T+ sounded like eVeryohe was asleeP inside. So T
lowered myself +)nrou3)n the window and &rop\aed
down to the floor without makihs a sound.
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But when T looked around, T realized T was in a
cabin full of GIRL SCOUTS.

T decided 4o call off the mission o get the
deodorant, but b)/ then it was already too late.
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EVery‘i’)nihs after THAT is kind of a blur. T

remember Sirls )/elliha, \'\ah&s sra{)bihs at m7l
ankles, and my cabinmates +ramp|ih3 one another
o 3e+ out the front door.

Then it was Just a mad dash +\wrou3¥\ +he woods.

¥ iy

j@ %
)

Dont ask me HOW, but we found our way back
to our cabin. Uhfor+uha+e|7/, we 1[or90+ all about
the bo\by \)owder, and we +o+a||>/ +rar~n\>led i+, But
at that point it was the LEAST of our worries.

T -H\ous)n-t the mission was a total failure, but
it turns out we didnt come back ervqﬁy-hahc}ed.
Graham had swi\)ecl a {)as at the Sirls’ cabin and
broua\ﬁ' it with him.
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PANT, PANT.

PANT, PANT. )
\

T de-fihﬁel)/ washt comfortable with STEALING
and said +¥\a+ one of us needed to sneak +)ne ’oo\a
back to the Sirls’ cabin before ahyohe hoticed i+

was missihs.

But I 30+ outvoted on ‘H\o\'f idea because eVeryohe

else was curious to see what was inside.

The clothes in the bds didnt look like +)ne7/
belonged o any girls OUR age.
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But b)/ the time we fisureci out who the bas
ac+uo\||>/ BELONGED +o, the owner was s+ahclih3

in our Joorway.

- g L R R eUs
wi e S — N |
~ toe ce e .~ - N - e .

T +)nou9)n+ Mrs. Graziano found us because of the
bab \:owcler, but it turns out it was even easier
for her than THAT. As soon as she oPehecl her
cabin cloor, S"\e fouhd Emilio s+um{>|ih3 drouhci n
+he dark. Which Jus+ 9oes to s}'\ow, )/ou should

hever leave a man behind.
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Mrs. Graziano chewed us out for our “immature
shehahigo\hs." She said we couldnt be trusted on
our own for 'H'\e his\'\‘l' , SO she was gohha 3e+ on

+he \)‘\ohe and find an emersehcy cha\)erohe.

T couldn® imagine who would be willing o drive
all +he way out +o this place in the middle of the
his\-\'h but T knew that WHOEVER it was, he
wash+ gonha be HAPPY about i+.

Ahd it turns out I was riSH.
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Sunda

Eﬁy wish Mrs. Graziano had Just sent me
HOME instead of calling Dad to c\m\)erohe us
for the last day. Dad was already mad ENOUGH
about the CAR, and now he had to babysﬁ a

bunch of unshowered middle schoolers.

Ahd it wasnt fun {)reo\kihs +¥\e news to )m'm +¥m+
we c{i&h’i' even }\a\/e a workih3 bd‘l')nroom in our cabin.

T fisured T owed i+ t0 Dad o at least give him
a basic rundown of the camp, but he seemed to
a|read7/ know eVeryﬂxihS T +tried 4o +ell him.
Somehow he even knew about the STEW, because
when somebody put a serving on his \>|a+e, he
scra‘Ded it ris)(ﬁ' back into the Po‘l’.
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At first T 'H'\ou&\-rf Dad mustve been a c\'\a‘)erohe
when RODRICK went to this Place, but when T

saw ohe of ﬂ-\e o+¥\er c\-\aperohes Sree+ Dad, :[
\)U‘I’ it all +03e+¥\er.

weLCOME BACK,
FRANK!

Dad went to Hardscrabble Farms when he was
MY age.

No WONDER ke wasn+t \'\4\7\77/ to be here. Tf
his experience was ahyﬂxihs like MINE, T'm

sure he never imo\siheé in a million years +hat

he'd be BACK.

Me and m7/ cabinmates S\)eh‘l‘ ﬂ\e Ad)’ +r>/ih3 o
set up our camp for the oVerhish'l'. Ahc} it was
‘)re++7/ clear Dad had no intention of hel‘)ihs out.
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Half the time he was off somewhere else c}oihs who
kinows w)ndrl'. Ahd wheh he WAS arouh&, }\e clidh’-f
lif+ a finger.

So we set up our shelter without him. Luckily,
Gro\hd‘)a,s book had a c\'\a‘)‘l'er on how to build a
wa+er\>roo-F lean-to0, so we didnt NEED Dad's }\e|\7.
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A+ dinner some kids from ahoﬂ-\er 9roup seemed

rea“)/ shaken vp- Jﬂ\e?/ said -H\ey were saﬂxerihs

firewood and came across an old shack +that +)ne7l
were 99% sure ’Delohsec; to Silas Scratch.

This is where T was ho\)iha Dad would +ell everyohe
Silas Scratch was Just a mo\de-up s+or7/ +o keev kids
from |eavih3 +heir cabins at h53¥\+. But he DIDN'T.

He said that when HE went o Hdrckcro\bble Farms,

a couPle of kids went Pokihs around Silas Scratch’s
shack and were never heard from AGAIN.




That was the WORST ‘H\ihs Dad couldVe said

Jus+ before we were SU\)\)osed o S\Dehd -H-\e hisH'
n +¥\e woods.

After dinner, Mrs. Graziano told eVeryohe to get
whcﬁeVer ‘H\e)/ needed from ‘H\eir cabins and brihs
it to their cam\>si+es.

A buhc}\ of kids were besaihs o slee\> INSIDE,

but Mrs. Graziano said this is how its always been
on the last his\ﬁ at+ Hardscrabble Farms, and it's
+he way it's a|wq7/s gonna be.

We had so-H'eh the fire started earlier, and when
we so+ to our cam\asi‘fe it was still Soihs. /ﬂ\e fire
was d}lihg Jowh, ‘H\oua}\, so we needed o 3e+
more wood to feed it+. But once it 3o+ DARK out )
the Quys in my grovp were too scared 4o leave the
fire 4o \'\ely me collect sticks.
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T wouldVve asked DAD for )nel\a, but who KNOWS

w)nere }\e was.

So T went to look for firewood b)/ myself. The

area around our campsite was Picke& ?re-H)/ clean
of S‘h'cks, So I \wdd o 90 dee\)er into ‘I')ne woods.
But I 30+ all turned around ) and 1 couldnt

remember w}\ic)n wa7/ our cqm\)sﬁe was.
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T started to panic a little, but then T saw a
||'3¥\+ that T +¥\ou3¥\+ must be our camPfire. T
headed toward it, and when T got closer, T
couldnt believe where the |53)n+ was coming from.

T have 4o admit, T didnt rea||7 b“}' any of +he
Silas Scratch stuff until this moment. But now T
H’\oua\ﬁ T mis}\‘l' dc+ua||7/ die of FEAR.

Some‘f\\ihs about that |53H' didnt look ris}ﬁ,
‘H\oush. T ‘H\ous\ﬁ it was coming from a ﬁrequce
inside the shack, but it was qc-h;ally from a
LIGHTBULB. T+ didnt make a lot of sense

to me that a crazy farmer who eats sluss and

berries \md ELECTRICITY.
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The door on the front of the ?lace was barred
shut. So T walked around the back, and there

was a metal door that was unlocked.

T Keld my breath and \Dus)nec} it open, then T
s+e‘>‘>ed inside. My heart was \)ro\c+ico\||7 bea-h'hg
out of m7/ chest but T HAD 4o know what was
in there.

When T saw what was inside, T realized +his
\)lace wasn+t a shack a+ ALL. T+ was some sort of

maintenance shed with a bunch of tools, and -H\e)/
didn* even look that OLD.

H.F.
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T went a little farther in. When T walked down
a hallway, T found SOme‘H\ihs that REALLY
shocked me.

T+ was a BATHROOM, with a toilet and a sink
and EVERYTHING. There were even a few rolls
of extra oilet paper, and it wasnt the CHEAP

stuff, either.

Bl

M)/ head was spinning a+t +hat point. T was

ready to run back to our campsite and tell
eVeryohe what T4 fouh&, when T heard
something that sent shivers down my spine.

T+ was the sound of WHISTLING, and it was
comihs from ris}\‘l' BEHIND me.
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T turned to run, and thats when T ran smack
into DAD.

T was +o+d||7/ sPeecHess. T couldnt understand
what he was Joihs 'hakihs a shower in a
maintenance shed, but then he started +a|kih3.

Dad said when HE went +o Hardscrabble Farms,
the bathroom situation was even WORSE +han i+

1S how.
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There was ohly one outhouse, which eVeryohe at
‘H\e camp sharec{.

.« °
] L L]
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T}\ere was ho s}\ower, and if 7/ou wanted to se'l'

clean, you had o 90 down to the river with a bar
of soap.

Then one day when Dad was co||ec+ih3 firewood,
he found this maintenance shed that was used for
kee?ihs up +he \)roPer-i'y Jurihs the off-season.

?
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W

When he realized there was a toilet and a shower
ihside, he knew )ne )nad o kee\> it a secret or
EVERYONE would find out.
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So he came up with the s+or7/ of Silas Scratch o
throw the other kids off the +rail.

PR

Dad sm& w\\eh ‘\e 30+ \-\ere 7/es+erda ) \-\e
was \are++7/ surPr.sed the Silas Scra+c\w +}\m3

was still going after all these years. But he
(usureé he'd Just go with it so he could kee‘) +he
bathroom to himself.

T was \>re++7/ mad at Dad for causing everyone
all this stress. But T have to admit that coming
up wrﬂ-\ a crazy story to \Dro+ec+ a secret

bathroom is EXACTLY +the kind of ‘H’\ihg T4
do MYSELF.

T realized T'd been away from the campsite for a
while and my cabinmates ?robably +\~\ou3¥\+ T got
snatched up by Silas Scratch.
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So T asked Dad +o \'\elp me find my way back +o
+he cam?sH'e.

T+ had started 1o rain, and by the time we got
back, the fire was comP|e+el7/ (;UT. T guess my

group got desPero\-fe and threw in ahyﬂ-\ihs +hat

would burn, becavse T found my BOOK in there.
Or at least what was lef+ of it.
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My cabinmates had \)icked apart our shelter for

firewood, and that's where me and Dad found
them, all huddled +03e+¥\er.
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T reqlly didnt wanna S\)ehci +he hish-r out in the
rain, and ‘ﬂ\ahkfull)/ Dad didnt, EITHER.

T guess he wasnt oo concerned about the camp
rules, because he snuck us all back into our cabin.
T+ mi3¥\+’Ve stunk o \\iﬁ\-\ heaven in +\\ere, but it
was the best his‘ﬂ‘ of sleep Tve had in my life.

L] i " o
5)) f 2 L
_ ZQZ : o _“
> 5 ZZZZ
— - > b B S

Moh&o\x
This morning we ‘mcked up all our stuff and

broush'f it to the ‘)arkihs lot.

Almost eVeryohe n my class looked like a WRECK
from s|ee\>ih3 out In ‘H-\e woods oVerhish‘f, but MY
group o\c+ua||7/ looked REFRESHED.
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T"\y cabinmates ke?‘f sayihs how LUCKY we were +o

have survived the week with Silas Scratch \Drowliha
around. Ahc} it was all :[ could do to bite my +oh3ue.

Believe me, T was +em‘>+ed to +ell eVeryohe +hat
Silas Scratch was a hoax. Peo‘>|e m@ﬁ’\/e even
treated me like a HERO for ﬁ'hally putting an
end to the whole +Hh3.

But T figured T mis}ﬁ 3e+ stuck c\wa\)erohiha at
this \)lace ohe Ao\y, and if T do Tl wanna use
that bathroom MYSELF.
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T was about to load my baa onto the bus, but
then Dad told me T could ride home with HIM.
That was WAY better than sitting in someone’s
|a\>, so T took Dad up on his offer.

%

N

Al

On the way out, there was a bus coming in with

a whole hew crop of kids. T quickly scribbled a

message +o warn ‘H‘\em about w¥m+ +¥\e7/ were in

for. T -fisurecl it was the LEAST T could do.
TLAS SCRATCH]_ |
Ny e
/ g D\\
o ) .': )
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Life- was better-in the old
days. Or was it? &

That's the - question Greg
Heffley is asking as his town
voluntarily unplugs and goes
electronics-free. But modern _
life- has its conveniences, -#A#
and Gregisn’t cut out for an '@

old-fashioned world.

With tension building inside and outside the Heffley home, will
Greg find a way to survive? Oris going “old school” just too hard
for a kid like Greg? :

READERS LOVE THE DIARY-OFA WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,
and # 1 New York Times bestse"er_s: '

“In the publishing world, 5 !
Kinney is a rock star.” B i

BN —NPR’s “Backseat Book Club”

Diary of a Wimpy Kid is “One of the most successful
ber ¢ on world domination. children’s series ever published.”
ent
_Time magazine o —Washington Post

]
“A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.”

—School Library Journal

www.wimpykid.com

Amulet Books ewimpykid

M Animprint of ABRAMS
115 West 18th Street _ U.S. $13.95 Can. $16.95
New York NY-10011:" : ISBN 978-1-4197-1701-7

; 51395
www.amuletbooks.com :
@abramskids
. 9%781419%717017

Printed in U.S.A.

R L LB e i e o b S L T L A S SR 3 T B ST NS S0 el L e gD, 53 2


http://www.wimpykid.com

	Front Cover
	SEPTEMBER
	OCTOBER
	Back Cover



