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To everyone harboring their own fire

and to everyone lost in the dark.
May you see the sun again.













g letter from
the author

It is 2009, Mou are 17 and you are on fire. Mou have hair that's cut as
short as it will go, and it doesn't bother you uwshen people tease you for
looking like a lesbian because you Know you're not. Mou wiear bows in your
hair and bright colors and dresses over jeans. You know a fews things very
strongly: That you want a boyfriend, that JTesus loves you, fhat you can
hate fhe sin and love fhe sinner.

Nou want the wiorld fo see you and hear you, but you don't Know yet what
t,ou are ‘h"tflmg '1'0 So\tf.

I is 2011. Mou are 17 and you are broken. You don't wear fhe bows or fhe
colors anymore and you hate everything about the you from 2007. Nou don't
Knows Very many Things affer all, i furns out. Nou don't have a boyfriend.
Mou don't have Tesus either, and for fle first fime in your entire life, you're
alone inside your mind. And one cold night, a girl cravled info your bed fo
stay warm, but you're not ready Yo fhink foo hard about that yet.



Mou are trying Yo fell the vworld who you are, but they don't seem to under-
stand. So you pick up a pen and you drauu.

It s 2912. Mou are 20 and you are going Yo hve forever. The wsorld s infintte
and it is all in your favor. You're sleeping on couches and meeting strangers
and drinking beers you're not supposed Yo have yef and Kissing boys, and
it all comes so easy. Mou Be"r a Tattoo of a star and a boy you like Fells
you T means youre a lesbian and you laugh about that, but afferward you
wear a bracelet over .

It is 2914 and it is Valentine’s Day and you are crying because you Know
that soon you will no longer Lave a boyfriend and not only that but you
will never have another boyfriend ever again.

H is 2015 and you are 22 and you have been nominated for an award. Mou
are the youngest person to ever be nominated for that avuard, but you Find
yourself crying in fhe bathroom. €veryone Las been so kind fo you and you
don't want to Aisa\ppo\rﬁ Them. Mou are fired and you are alone. Nouu when
people call you a lesbian you don't correct them, but the word feels strange
in your mouth. I turns out that Kissing girls is just as easy as Kissing
boys, but for some reason you can't Kiss her and you don't Know why and
you can'y s"rop Thinking about .

It is 2916 and you are on fire. Nou LoPe you will be the one she Kisses aft
midnight, but when she does, everything changes. Mou explo&e like a Firevuori
and your hLeart breaks violently and out of fhe pieces sometling beautiful
grows. She folds Iittle paper birds for you and you make bread 'foge“rLen
and you've never been so happy. The world has never been brighter. The
world has never been darker. Mou wear black fo Pride and you cry uncon-
trollably at the joyful music. Mou wiorry that they will end i just as you
are l;eg‘mn'nng.

The next day, you Tell the world who you are, and you never look back.
It is 2018 and you are 26 and you are so, so tired. The fire Keeps burning,

but your insides have turned Yo ash. There are blisters on your feet and
a rattle in your breath, and every night the end of the vuorid plays out in
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front of your uu'u}e—open eyes. You are 9‘3““5 Yo fail. Mou are 90:‘“3 Yo let
everyone dovun. Mour rabbit hkeart is breaking o\Sa\'lr\S"f your ribs and you are
starting Yo suspect that you will not survive if.

I is 2017 and you are alive.

The cells of your body are c\x,‘mg and growing again every day, and you are
always in the process of becoming something news. Mou're not sure yet who
you will ke, but you are ready Yo find out. You kKnow some things a little
better now, and your rabbif Leart has grown steadier, and you are learn-
ing to be gentler Yo that soft girl with the bows in her hair who is still

someushere inside of you.

This is her story. This is my story.
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201 |
‘y'“‘"‘" REVIEW

A lot of auvsesome things happened in my life in 20110 | also drew a lot this
year. | was going through my Doodles folder foday, and | Think it tells the

-

sfory of my year better than | can. so | decided o compile them info a
IiFtle backward look atf 2011,

In 2011, | Yook my first sequential Arfs class. i wasn't my first choice,
and | almost dropped it. | knew nothing about comics at this point, wilile
my classmates knew all the big names and had been reading comics for
years, so | felt kind of bekind.

I don't know why I Thought fhis way; I'd actually been drawing comics for
years. | was surprised fo find that it wasn't actually a super exclusive
club, and that there were a lot of different ways to do it

20




In 2011, | shaved the side of my hLead for the first fime at a party.

In 2911, | discovered Yhat watiching TV wihile Ao'mg Lhomeuwsork. makes the
whole process much more enjoyable. | began wiatching Bones, and started
c\oodl'mg the characters and posfing them o Tumbir
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Around tLis fime | started garnering a small following by drawing matadors
and ch\tf P'lra\“l'es.

To celebrate, | drevs some r’e(lues"fs, which opened the gad'es for fanart. 14
never done much in the way of fanart before, but | wuas beginning to dis-
cover how much fun  was.

GE have As

gt
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In 201, while watching Yhe Lord of the Rings trilogy for the umpteenth
Time, | doodled Aragorn, Legolas, and Gimli in mo&ern—c\a\v attire, and Pos"reé

it online.

Within minufes it Lad over 600 notes, and after drawing fhe rest of fle
Fellowuship in fThe same vein | gained nearly a thousand followers in one night.
And thus, the Broship of fhe Ring was born.

| ended up watching the Lord of the Rings frilogy more fimes this year
fThan any one person should.
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In 2011, | got an apariment in Baltimore and lived by myself for a while...
with a ball P‘fH\on aS a roommafe.

I was working tuuo jobs, one of which wias an eight-hour night shift.
F_\Sld hours of wiakefulness five Times a wueek gave me Plen“h, of time o
doodle and catch up on TV series.

T SLEEP

J."]I\lltllluw
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I drevw myself with a hole in fhe middle a lot. My life was changing, and
qHLousL I was L‘“PPV' I couldn't LeIP but feel that | kad lost someTLinS in
a Way | couldn't quite verbalize.
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In 201, my friend Aimee and | atfended the midnight showsing of X-Men: First
Class. We uwuere Aro\u.ﬁng fanart almost before vue wiere out of the theater.

I did a4 couple of quick, loose panel comics about Mystique getting in the
way of evar«ﬁLing, whick set fhe mold for future Tumblr comics.
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It was a good summer for superhero movies. Thor and Capfain America

30’[ me deephf invested in Marvel characters and excited for Tle Avengers!

In 2911, | had a short sort-of infernship in Washington, BC. | wore a blouse
and fougL"f My Way %LrougL BC Fraffic a couple of Times a wieek. | was
also paying my owun rent for the first time, and I felt like a proper adult.
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I moved into another apariment before school starfed. My would-ke
roommate ended up not com'\r\g back, meo\nlms I was I'l\r'ms alone 0\30\‘"\, and
I wasn't sure | wanted fo. It furned out to be okay, though, as things
offen do.
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In 2911, | survived both an ea\r“l‘Lclua\Ke and a hurricane, both of which Pr‘o\:ed
Yo be pre"r‘h, antichmactic.
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In fall 2911, | was 'fau('ms 18 credits and classes with Sam Bosma and Kali
Ciesemier, meaning Yhat fall 2911 wuas a semester of very Iittle sleep, not
enough of the right kinds of food, and a lot of long Netflix-and-coffee-fueled

homeuwuork jams.

Weirdly enough, though, | was Kind of having a blast. | was the mos¥
comforfable with myself that 1'd ever been, and wiithout even realizing i,
That hLole in my middle seemed to be gone.

30



In shory, 2011 was a good year
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I was Talking o my brother about women's atfifudes fouvard Their bodies,
especially r’ega\r&\ng weHSL‘VFa\“’r, and when ke sad "most guys don't notice/
care about that Kind of fhing,” I fried o explain why T was a lot more
complicated than That. | ended up telling this story.

Body image is something thal's so hard fo falk about, and it's hard to
express body posifivity without seunding cheesy, false, or overly simplistic.
But I'm gonna try. This is only my own experience, and it didn't magically
cure me of all my body image issues—but T was a major furning point for
me nonetheless.

\ *""‘“‘5“ ) when you cmhi

knew whot & ever see One kind of

omnans booy woman's bedy portroyed,

|oo\d‘§ Vike. sometimes yov wonder

Fyou might be a

P x d:Fferent

v xnew the ,—-w sP:c‘.Es from

yhose wome? 9 them.

and primped ’
fas:é & 1\H¢°\klAf

but  shiN-
- bodles Were My only reference For
Cerhel OF fot ™My Own body was acceptable.
w
|+ didwt compe = Q
od 4 1ooked g

e 'S Srnss.

37



-oWhy didwt
onyone tell me
those 'H'l'-ﬂss
wore  beavtieul?

o

Bur now, no one had to +ell me.

| Could Sce.
7
/7

one of them  looked anything
like & Victorias secret model -
They a:dwt |ook like me Rither or
like eoch orher. why should they try?

38




fd aways been Toid we wewe ol beautifol just dwe

way)  we Gre, | hever believed tf.

Ahere Or€

oo Conkav® :

on Ahe \“\'Mw
oy — ony

ver\epp®d
ynes.

-~
<
o

wnes

5T
/

9

Until now.

all those bodies Fir 'fojﬁhﬁl‘ in 'mf‘ih'ltt\\‘
stuff |

Pascinating  Wweys, and the
€S ond

+highs omd bell

hoated before”
5 - howl ‘H!E'-' rere

wrinkies and bV
el R i
aw yest | LOVE T

N’MP:"' Ea\'\.

39




40



| ysed T dream
apodd @ Wwie
boY

fep s

2l

3

Shokes

Flavds
2

tornodses

yan
% one AT

i CO\J‘&’\‘\.‘-
sSove
i

| Know
Whe he wes

provhec

he was My

Whe wWeS never bem

areom 430\ N

4







WNe're on &&U‘-‘-

new

and xheves werk
_‘_0 e dove

435



sometimes | Lo 1
]

+hink
Jike o

woyld cave

Wave

this s Low YU get als

44

'S
QHDUS\;\ ‘I’(-_]

a(f\/a“\i NQ,[K OU_r_

oY

a'\v\\1‘i'|n'|v13

Fight



o e\mn'T €V

(er\f‘(m\'-‘b" Wt ‘I"KS
ke 1o WA love

NAN M DT e

45

c\lc\ ‘BN
hesart rrc\\!\'
breagk laey

VAN
|ast







Di des

47




2012 =

(ynrin REVIEW

I you've been following me since the Broship of the Ring in 2011, you Know

hovy far I've come in just a Iittle over a year. This blog and the doodles that

I post on it end up serving as a scrapbook or diary-so for the second fime,

| ‘]’LOUSL‘I’ I'd compile them into a campreLensi\:e look. back at my life in 2012.
wWows, a lot Lqppened n 2012, It was a GOOD NEAR.

In 2012, | s\gne& up for an Advanced S‘EE{UEn‘\"mI Art class with Joan H‘ll'h’.
By this point, | vuas PRETTY sure | dug comics, but this was going Yo be
The final Test. | Lhadn't made a comic longer Yhan four pages, and T Lad
always been an ordeal. | wanted fo see if | vuas really capable of sustaining
a longer story in comic form. And I was prefty sure what the project was
I wanted fo fackle-l wuanfed Yo continue Nimona's story.
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I'd already done fwo NIMONA pages in 2011 for another class-over the
course of the semester in Advanced Se{uenfm\l | cranked out sixteen more.
Joan was an incredibly supportive teacher with great advice. | streamlined
My comic-making process, and realized Yhat yes, | was a comics person
forevermore. | could visualize Nimona's sfory so clearly that | made a reso-
lution: | would make NIMONA 4 real wsebcomic and | would finish .

In 2012, | saw the Hunger Games, made some dumb comics, and got a buti-
load of attention for it.
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n 2012, | started looking for an infernship for fhe summer. | had no idea
where Yo start, so | fook My ques‘t Yo Tumblr, Lop'mg Yhat | Lad some
follovwers who could hook me up with a lead. That's how | got in touch
with shannon Watters, edifor af BoO6M! Sfudies, who was looking for an
infern...and before long I was making plans to fly across the country and
spend the summer in LA.

In 2012, | was getting SOGOPER pumped about the Avengers. Due in no small
part Yo thke Avengers cartoon Earths Mightiest Heroes, | formed a deep

fondness for fhe Hulk and Hawkeye and drew a lot of fanart of them.

\aaNE oY
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My Avengers fanart attracted the attention of Gallery17ss, who invited me
Yo send some art Yo ther Avgngers—‘fLemed gallery show...a show That was
attended by Toss Whedon Limself.

I made myself a4 Hawkeye costume Ffor The m'udnlgk‘? showing and | was
the only one in the whole theater in costume.

I drevu about ten billion Avengers comics and garnered a fair bit of atten-
Yion for that, Yoo. 1 ended up bringing Charlie Olsen, a literary o\gerﬁ at
InkWell Management, to my blog-but we'll get to That in a bit.

In 2012, my plece was accepted info the Society of llustrators student
scholarship shouy!

In 2012, | drew some Pokeymans.




In 2912, | was desperately searching for a place to stay in LA for the
summer. ¥ was harder fhan | Lad a\r\'ﬂdpo\“l’ed.

1 dewt need a house

am o
furtle

=CA

I thought | found a place, and then, the day before | was Yo get on
the plane, it Fell “I'Lrougl.,. Luckily, my dad Lad a friend who lived \n Santa
Monica, and Yhey very graciously let me sleep on their couch in their enfer-
Tainment room for fuwo weeks until | could find another place. They uvere
very nice fo me and | had a great fime hanging out with their fwo young
daughters, but frankly santa Monica TERRIFIED me.




Fortunately, | found a room to rent in Mid-City, a muck less “bougie’
part of fown, and felt muck more af home tlere. | lived with two USC
med students and barely sav them at all.

My 'm“Ter'nSk'tp at BOOM! wias going GREAT. TL&, were such a laid-back
group of people and | got fo look at comics all day, and | loved it.

LA was VERY Kind fo me. | got lots of messages from internet strangers
inviting me places, and I'm not sure all of them really expec’rec\ me o say yes
but | was Pre’?“’ﬁ, Aespera\“fe for friends and | ended up meeﬂng loads of news
people and EVERY SINGLE ONE OF THEM WAS GREAT. What are the odds of
that? From a movie at the Arclight with Anita sarkeesian fo a Brink-and-
Braw at Pen Ward's hLouse, To walching Jurassic Park in a cemetery, to a
Bad Robot Fourth of July party, to brunch at the cool Lipster joints and
comedy shows at Melfdovun, | was having a blast and being shown around
LA by all the cool Angelenos.

In 2912, | was on my first panel af ALA! We talked about fanart. I attended

my YERY FIRST San Diego Comic-Con! I was kind of My first con in general.
i was a\nrm\?_'mg. ¥ blewy my mind. | met Michael Emerson.
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I was working the BOOM! booth as an intern, but | still had TONS of
people come up Yo say ki, Se“Y a\u‘fogra\PLs, and Lave P'm“h;res faken with me.
And | got To Frack down and fangirl over some of my ouun favorite artists!
it was a generally awsesome and over uuhelming e)(’:erlence.

In 2912, | launcked NIMONA as a webcomic, with the help of the greaf
SJrepLen Warren. I was great. And scary.

M A

As | mentioned before, Charlie 6lsen found Lis way To my blog through my
Avengers comics, and found Lis way Yo my webcomic “H,rougl1 my blog. He
confacted me shortly affer with fhe interest of representing me and helping
me fo get NIMONA n front of some publishers.




In short, summer 2912 was incredible. I'd never lved in such a big cify
before, with so much Lqpper\'mg all the time. Everything that | could Lave
hoped would come out of that summer, dd. So it was sad when, at the
end of the summer, it vuas time fo go home. The thought of going back o
Balfimore and finishing my last year of school was a bit depressing, Yo be
honest. And it really did feel like | was putting down roots in LA. This
was everything That art school had Prepo\red me for, after all. But in the
end, | 44 go back.

every day it was sunny and Cloudless.

I Yook my parents up Yo Neuws York Yo meet with Charlie and decide wihether
or not fo sign with him. Feeling pretty good about i, I signed with Inkwell
Management shortly affer fhat, and moved back Yo Balfimore for my last
year of school.
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Unforfunately, my Po\rerﬁs' business was going through some rough Times,
and Their credit suffered. As a result, | was denied my parent plus loan,
which wuas nearly $20,000. | was worried for a uwihile fhat [ vuouldn'y be
going back Yo school affer all-fortunately the school came fhrough for me
and Scl’o\Ped up some scholarships, and Wwe made ends meet in the end-
with the help of everyone uwiho bought prints from my shop and donated to

my comic!!
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In 2012, while | was in school, Charlie was shopping me around Yo publishers
n News Mork—and uvue ended up s“fr'nK'mS a deal vuith HarperCollins. ‘TLrougL
a completely unlikely series of circumstances, a chain of events fhat started
in 2011 with a dumb Kid and a blog, | had a book deal.

n 2012, | turned 21 at last. In fhe past few months, I've illusirated the
cover to Ryan Norik's Choose-Mour-buun-Adventure Hamlet book, uwihich set
the record as Kickstarter's most-funded publishing project, AND Rainbouy
Rowell's NA novel Fangir! with s. Martin's Press. tn Januvary 2nd, you'll be
able Yo buy my very first published short comic, a four-page backup comic
n Fionna and Cake #1, from BOOM! Studios! H's almost like I'm a real

growun-up person.
It's been an incredible journev, you guys. Thank you so muck for suppor“f—
ing me all This way. | couldn't have done it wiithout you <3
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.. Year in REVIEW \

For the past fwo years, I've been compiling year-in-reviews posts on New
Mear's Eve.

2011 was the year everything started Lappening.

In 2012, things continued Yo happen.

so you will be pleased fo know that in 2013, things happened even more.

In 2013, | was working on my last semester of art school. | Lad become
disenchanted with fhe environment-I was fired of being told what Yo do and
wanted Fo focus my full atfention on my ouun projec‘fs. After the summer
| spen"r in Los Angeles in 2012, I'd fel¥ my life Iueg'mning, only to Pu% 1t on
hold for another year fo earn what felf like a largely pointless document.

69




It was always my plan Yo go back Yo LA as soon as I finished school,
but | knew it was a hard sell. ¥ was on the ofler sde of the country,
expensive, and | ddn't have o specific reason that I needed Yo be there, like
a yob. So uwhen my Pa\ren"rs came up to Baltimore for a wisit, | ran The
\dea past them, not expecting an enthusiastic response. To my surprise, my
mom calmly and practically fold me | needed a plan for hows Yo get fhere,
and Lelpec\ me figure out some options. Before | knew if, f Lhad become
real. | had a qun.

I buckled douwun for my last semester of senior year, but due Yo a gen-
erous share of seniorifis, it wasn't always easy...
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I enjoyed fhe fime | spent with my friends senior year, but still, | was
rea\c\af Yo go.

n




All of my mixed feelings Yoward my school culminated on graduation day,
when fhey called me by the wrong name.

I+ felt like a cruel Kick out of the door. | was going Yo be in debt for
what seemed like the rest of my life to pay back nearly 100k in student
loan debts in order Yo Lave aftended school Lere, and they didn't even know

rmf name.

betrer be worth
190y, witle 9wy
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But it didn't matter. | was done, | was gone, | had earned that piece of
Po\Per—For“Tunadelv wiith My name spelled r'ngl-:f on 1. And looking back now
that | Lave some distance, | can see what that school d4id for me, and Low
I wouldn't be where | am now without it. My time at art school vuas filled
with extreme Lighs and lows, but it's where | became an adulf.

I had a ficket fo fly to LA only a week after graduation. I couldn't
bring much with me-only what | could Fif in two suitcases. | wias starting
to get nervous-California was so far away! What if if wasn't like how |

remembered 17
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But as soon as | stepped out of LAX, | was reassured. It had always
felf like a place that I Ipelonge&. 1 was big, excifing, and full of possibilities.

I moved nto my new apartment and mef my roommate and Ler fwo
dogs. | bought a car and a bunch of IKEA furniture, and before too long |
had begun my newy life in LA. | wuas paying my rent, bills, and car payments
by myself. | was making a living off of my art in one of the most exciting
cities I'd ever hbeen in—living e dream!
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In 2013, | signed with a talent agency in LA, the Agency for the Perform-
ing Arts, who specia\ﬁzed in TV and movies. They sent me out for general
meetings with all kKinds of neat TV and animation studios, which was super
excifing!

I went fo san Diego Comic-Con with BOOM! studios for the second fime.
besPHe my body sabotaging me with various ilinesses, | had an awesome,

i o\reruuLeIm'mg, Sreﬂd Time.
The summer passed and fall began and for the first fime I didn't have to

go back to school. It was avsesome. | had friends, opporfunities, and there
was always something cool to do.
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Although when 1 came fo dating and relationships, | was in no befter
shape Yhan ever. I+ seemed that whken it came Yo romance, my life had been
a series of bad Timing and being on various sides of unreciprocated interest.

But then, UneXPec‘fedl‘f, Yhat cLo\ngec}, and | was amazed Fo find that
maybe sometfimes your orbit can line up with another person's just right.
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In 2913, my art graced fhe covers of not one but TWO books, as well as
an audiobook and a4 couple of comics.

In 2913, | wrote an ep‘user of Bravest Warriors, which will air soon!

And | worked with what Pumpkin on Namco High.
And of course, drews some pretiy badass moments in my Luebcomic NIMONA!

~and that's not Yo mention several secret projects | can't falk about
just yet!

n 20132, | won the Slate Cartoonist Studio Prize for Best Webcomic,
was nominated for a Harvey Award, and Paste named me one of fhe
top ten comic artists as well as the best webcomic of 2013!

In 2013, I atfended comic conventions in New Mork City, Baltimore, Bethesda,

Washington BC, seattle, San Diego, and Los Angeles, o name just a feuwy!
And f'mo\lluf, n 2012, | Yurned 22!
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2013 was qood to me. I'm exactly where I want Yo be, and I'm so lucky to
be suPPor“Hns myself by "reli'ms stories, just like I've always wanted. I'm so
excited for 2014—tkere's still so much to be done!
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‘ym«m REVIEW

In 2014, Iz
- finished my first webcomic
- got a Job wiriting for cartoons
- had a I:I’Eo\KUP
- went to a con that furned info a meme
- 90““ a Aog'.!
- saby some preffy bad movies
- wrote some comics
- worked Lard
- grews a lot

2015 is gonna be a big one-in just a few short months my first graphic
novel, NIMONA, wiill kit the shelves! The first Lumberjanes frade will also drop,
and you'll ge'i' to see my first work for Marvel and BC, along with some
other exciting announcements.

I still have so much fo learn and so far fo grow. Thanks for faking
Fhis journey with me, and | Lope This news year is a 300& one for you all <2

87









is  this
w ha

You
Wanted

fo be ?

90



Clouds

" g ; ,_,(W{ ~
% b Vot them
\ ! o ho
"\_E-J% 1 cotton Condy

J soft @S .
\_H( =
N =N sleep on \3 (_F
. e le
— - e (
\ ) =\
) s
+o run — -
aclross G o
N o their caves and
+ta (’XP{ = oid Amemgunfﬂ\'\ﬂs.
91



but yov Find e R e e T &
s00N enovgh, =
()U;",*hodf qov con't +b\uL\ ﬁ& ’sh L \
A x \
Cloyds. They're nothing : —J—“/V—’J C;
n

ound wet, ond not

FluFfy at al). /’1
fle

\_—_\_—_\
(\ﬁ\ e

ot
but condensation, cold ﬂ { ‘ | lIH

this is What my love For YoV
is ke

“ou we hice 1o see

from my acplene window

Lutr lam safe here.
/ 2

| Ccon't touch you.

and if | +ried, fhere'd be mﬁ—l«‘mﬂ

Hhere — just Coldness, wetness,
A sickmmj der_

[y
\ | knew You'h Never fove Me. R
Thats okay. T

That's wWhy

| chose k{uv./c_/ y

I oonly wanted the desire

S ond fone of the nisk.
I~

92



but theres always a4 part

of me FHaat doesn't
undeyrStanmd.

doeswt  Know +ais
;sn",' fﬁl\[.

‘ con “'QUC‘"‘

s

N \ ever
everything )
“"/\0\19\!\“7 W wov1d e

You Fc.rgﬁ— Wisnt
real .

the adhe
Tou

-\-h ou'ﬂ"\"‘

waS gone

is st
there

e
\ after
==t T al).

You'll Never €14 like
Fhat.

ond  the Clads are only  waten,

93




94



(ynrin REVIEW

Is 2018 already over?! How did that happen?

2015 has been the goal year for me for a while. It was fhe culmination of
several years of hard work and ra\P'ld climbing, so Yo see T come Yo fruition
was...well, frankly, terrifying. And amazing, of course. And hearfbreaking.
And eXLila\r‘A\"ﬁng.

In 2018, fhe school project furned webcomic furned graphic novel that |
spent more Than three years working on was finally publisLe& by Harper-
Collins. I became a real book you can hold in your hands and buy in a
store. It premiered on the New York Times bestseller list.

In 2015, the First Yrade of Lumberjanes was Pul:l'lSLe:\ as well. 1, Yoo, pre-
miered on the New York Times bestseller list.

In 2918, my first published work for both Marvel and BC Lit stands: a
story in the Thor Annual fhat | uvirote, and a Wonder Woman story that
I illustrated. A few months later, my first miniseries for Marvel premiered,
a weird litfle YA kigh school story set in the middle of fhe massive summer
event secret Wars, carrying on fhe fifle of Runavvays.

In 2015, my first TV wrifer credit Lt Yhe air with the premiere of
season 2 of Wander Over Yonder

In 2015, Lumberjanes won fwo Eisners and a Harvey.
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In 2015, NIMONA made Yhe shorthist of Five books Yo be nominated for a
National Book Award in children's liferature. | was only the 3rd person to
be shortlisted for a graphic novel and fhe youngest ever nominee.

In 2015, both NIMONA and Lumberjanes went on Yo be optioned as movies.
20918 was a banner year. And 2015 was one of the hardest, scariest
years of my life.
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I'd climbed higher and faster than | ever fhought wias possible, and sud-
Aenlv I was Yerrified of falling. | couldn't s‘ToP looking douwun. Ever since ar¥
school, | was afraid of burnout. Burnout was final. Burnout was a death
sentence. And In 2015, | officially burned out.

But, well, | got befter?
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n 2015, | stepped down from a project that was and remains very dear
Yo me...and was one of The most EXLJ\US'ﬂng, Emo‘ﬂor\o\lltf dr’a\in'lng pro}eds
I've ever worked on. The choice Yo depart was entirely mine, and ¥ was
entirely the right thing fo do. I needed Yo get better, and that meant certain
Things needed fo be leff behind.
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In 2015, | moved out of the apariment where | lived alone and moved into
a house in a quiet neighborhood wiith a roommate. And fhus began the era
of Galkalla.

| doat know i | Should 5 cHoose
see The Iron Grient pind Ly

il grT—— e
et tere’s oo much e
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Gallalla, became a place of Lealing, of go\'TLer'mg, of commiseration and
support, of lights and music and movie nights and wiay too much take-out
Indian food. It became a safe place, a place Yo fake pride in. It represented

a fresh start fo me.
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I thought 1'd been strong before, but I'd been isolated and closed off. |
‘H.OUSL“Y be'mg S"frong meant I:e'mg as hard as diamonds and never le‘T‘Hns
anyone get close enough to hurt me. And To be sure, my faith in others was
shaken a lot in 2018.
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But thal's not what strength is. The ability Yo adapt and grow, Yo let
your self res¥, Yo ask for Lelp when you need t...that's real s‘Trens"rL. And
I grews so much in 2015, | feel every day that I'm becoming more and more
the person | was always meant fo be. I've learned o \den‘ﬂﬂ, the 'ﬂ.'mgs
that are most important fo me and focus on those things, and I've learned
Yo let go of the things fhat just don't make fhe cut.

There's no way 2916 will be as flashy as 2915 was, but fhal's fine with
me. I'm ready Yo put my Lead dovun and get back Yo work. There are so
many Things | still want to do and I'm nowkere near done. I'm sironger,
I'm calmer, and I've learned a lot. There are sfil so many stories Yo fell.

'm still afraid, but it doesn't stop my heart anymore. Gcecasionally, | sleep
through The night. And | Lave a lot of great people by my side to kelp me. I'm
learning o put away the diamond exterior and let people get close again. To
be good up close instead of yust from a distance. I'm Ie‘H'mg myself be [‘“’\PF"?"

a d,\mge, s cam?ng,
| can beel it
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So here’s Yo you, 2015. Thanks for giving me so many great things and
for Kicking my ass in the process.
I'm 24 ‘fodm,. So br"mg on 2016. Let's make some stories!
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Track 7
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You Make M Feel like Always  Falitng dewin
| was u\\wu's Fn\llir\.ﬁ witheur & place 4o [ownd

; Viston
= Hee = gh ¥ hyct 7 bad

heard you Cﬂ\l\ir\_u)  ler go
of  ysur

oand

121



I call home
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=3 20015
‘y'“‘"‘" REVIEW

Mou know, | almost didn't think | vuas going to do one of fhese this year!
After a year of gquietly working away on various secret projects, it felf
lie | didn't have a lot Yo show. And the world affer November 1L feels lie
waking uvp from a hLopeful dream Yo realize that everything's been fucked
for a long, long time, and it's likely Yo get worse. So hows could 2016 have
been a good year? But Yo be Lonest...2016, wilkile compl'ucochz&, was one of
the happiest years I've ever had.

LH’EF::\HV the First ‘ﬂ\'lng I &d in 2916 was fall in love with someone |
shouldn't Lave. stil, as someone historically ferrible at being in love, f was
easy to push aside any misgivings and self-preservation instincts I might
have and just Ffall, hard.

'd always had an idea of myself as a very emotionally tough person who
was at best incredibly skepfical of romance. | liked being single, and | was
good at it.
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But something had sfarted Yo change in me. Affer Fhrowing myself
entirely into my work for several years and seeing it pay off in a big way
in 2915, | was tired. And | was scared. And it was hard fo see exactly
what | was working toward when it seemed like | risked going up in flames
when I'd only just begun.
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It furned out | wanted more. I loved my work, but | wanted something
that could love me back.

are yov even
Capabje of

love >

I started losing a lot of sleep—partially from stress, and pa\r‘ﬂqlin, because
what had started as an Uncorhpl\cade& crush was quickly spiraling out of

control.
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January was finally over, and suddenly | wasn't alone anymore. And cau-
“Houslaf, we made our Ay forvuard.
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The next few months were some of the happiest that | can remember
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Also in that fime, | visited Skywalker Ranch, won an Eisner, and got a
new job, one with my very ouun office, working on somefhing that I am s0,
s6 excited for everyone Yo see!

But as 2016 has showun me in so many wuays, nothing is ever simple.
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in fLL\GQ‘S
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in the Streets

| think it has prebably
always  Felt like
this.
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1 had always felt like I'd inkerifed a4 good world, a world fhat had no
choice but Yo keep getting better, and | wvuould surely benefit. As the year
wore on, that illusion was shattered again and again.
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So here wie are. 2916 is over, and no one Knows what's going Yo happen
next. It may be that 2916 is tle best gyear I'l see for a while, but I'm not
giving up, and I'm not alone.

Thanks, everyone, for coming with me this far. M's +ime Yo wiake up and
's Yime to fight. | Lope we'll all be okay in the end, but | won't leave it
at hope anymore. I'm grateful for fhe good things I have, and whatever 2017
has in store, I'l fry to be ready.
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I's been a big year with several big triumphs. The show I've been uuorking
on for fhree years finally premlere&, and | got engaged fo the best girl in
the world. I've never felt more lucky, proud, and loved...but | Lad anofher,
more personal and harder won victory fhis year, and Id like to talk about
Yhat first.

This s about mental hLealth, and it's long. Minor “Trig,ger warning for
things related Yo fhat.

I do tlese pos"rs every year, and have since 2011. Some years, including
last year, | wasn't sure if | should confinue c\o'mg them. The posts encour-
aged a narrative that | disagreed with as much as | desperately sought o
live up to f: That my accomplishments and my youth gave me value, that
I was alays on the upward climb, that burnout wias an easily resolved

footnote, fhat | was young and sharp and fine, | was fine and | would
always be fine.
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15 - 21
waris}f\j ‘fﬁ‘“‘d
Frn(:gss';hnﬂ.\, we &re
5o impressed >

proud
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It was as shorisighted as it was unsustainable. The truth was, some-
Thing was wrong and had been wrong for a long time.

AT the start of the year, and when | made last year's comic, | was
already close to hitting the wall. | had fhrovn myself into work, and the

shows, and | was losing myself in . 1 vuasn't Sleep'mg. I no longer felt any
connection to my ouun body.
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I was doing everything right, I thought: I was werking out, going Yo ther-
apy 'T:J\K'ms breaks, | had an 'mcred\l:iv Kind and Pa\'ﬁen‘f Fm\r’"fner who was
always There for me. | didn't understand why | couldn't just, through force
of will, make nmjsell‘" okay.

oo lie aweke

ot
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call ashrep

When  friemds
art SV

shake

-2
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(= woox_CsmIng

I+ Feels like o

pece los Leen

fipped o  wnd \ef

behind, bu+ you can'd te|)
wihith piece

4 a-&cuc.._:e’.

ond qov  cant  looK  Lack
1o Cheek  or v will
Surely Fall apary

I was burning through energy stores fhat | didn't Lave, and | knew it
but 1| couldn't stop. There was something in me Fhat wouldn't let me.
I Wentified ¥ commonly in my drawings as a fire. I'd felt it for years, at
varying levels of infensity, but now ¥ seemed Yhat it wuas burning out of
confrol and it was going o Take me with .
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il like qou
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Yeu  warm.

of burped |t eats you
You aport alive.

It made me feel like | was living my life in a perpetual state of fight-
or-flight-usually fight. AY first, my fierce and stubborn femperament was
a benefit in the environment | was in. It was clear Yo me that shouuing
weakness, even for a moment, vuould be the end. But Wt was hard fo know
when Yo stop fighting, and fighting takes its Toll.
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The show was everything Yo me, and it was hard fo see beyond it. | was
Keenly aware of how lucky | was Yo be a showurunner, but | also Yook The
success of the shows and the well-being of the crew incredibly personally, and
so the quilt of letting everyone down convinced me fhat | was not allovsed

Yo be Lo\ppx, in The role-that & would be irrespons\ble.
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Mov  coan do i
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L

+

I was so tired, but the fire was stil there, and it propelle& me stub-

bornly forusard even as it consumed everything inside of me. I thought |
could fix everything if I just 7ried harder..and if | ddn't fix things, no one
wiould. | lived in constant dread of the one small slip or mistake that would

ruin everything forever. | carried it all, in obsessive defail, in my Lead, and
evenfually | stopped being able fo furn i off.

Admitting that something vuas wrong would mean that there was some-
thing wrong with me-that | hadn't done a good yob, that I wasnt cut out
for this, Yhat | Lad Ffalled. So Aespl"re all the red flags, | just Kept pushing
through.

And my body started ‘o fail.
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For so long I'4 pu‘f all my personal value in my success, as much as |
knew That | shouldn't. | Lhad climbed so high, never really stopping Yo rest,
and | was so scared of falling—1 didn't think I'd survive if.

I didn't know that falling was exactly what | needed.
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I won't get into exactly what happened-maybe another fime. But it was
brutal, and swiff, and merciless. This was i, The fhing I'd been most afraid
of. I was going To be :,\SS\Bne:\ the label of ‘difficult woman,” another one
who just couldn't fake the pressure.

My self-image shattered. But the truth was, there Ladn't been much lefy
of it Yo begin wuith.

And ﬂna\llv I knews what | Lad Yo do.

Yo
have
L ro KN
but You
Wil ot

Stay
b(oKQi’l s

There's someﬂdng sTra\ngelnf calming about the fire outside becoming hLotter

than the one inside. | got back up, put on nice clofhes, and stood my
ground.

It turns out there can be freedom in the falling, and sirength in the
breaking.

And finally...l sought out help.
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I saw a psychiatrist and finally got a diagnosis I'd needed for a long time.

Everything fell info place.
The c\'w\gnos'ls alone was a huge relief. It offered context for my rac-

ing mind, fuwitching fingers, the long sleepless nights, fhe pervasive dread
and surging panic, the darkest hopeless lows and vibrating burning highs.

I wasn't l‘.US'I’ Fo\Fl\ng O\Po\r'f. This was Sor\r\e“’L'lng | could face, and manage.
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I went on medication.

I had alluays been afraid of medication. ¥ was easy to romanticize the fire
in my brain, and infernalize the pervasive notion that 't was what made me
strong, inferesting, creafive, and that medication would fake that avway. If
Took being pushed o my breaking point fo realize that it vuasn't worih .

My s o poison

N would have been worth it anyway, but being on medication has in no wuay
lessened my co\pa\c'rh, for Feeﬁng or crEa\"r'unS. H's made crea'ﬂns easier—t's
made my feelings stronger and more sure because | know that theyre real. |
can see myself o\go\'m. The face in the mirror is mine. | kKnow what | want,
and what | need, and | trust myself for fhe first fime in a long time. The
joy of creating has come back.

1 was not the diagnosis or the medication alone fthat Lelped me get better.
I was carried through the darkest parts by the strength of fhose around
me—my awesome and powerful cowsorkers, fhe women who Kindly mentored
me when I sought fhem out for advice, and the care and love of the most
wuonderful girl in the world.
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d seen the sun before, but it was different fhis fime. I'd made it through
my wiorst fears, and T hadn't Killed me. | could do ¥ again if need be. A
bad situation had worked out all right in the end, but even if it hadn't,
I would have been okay. | wasn't reaching my expiration date as a young

creator—I was maturing, buil&'mg fhe sirength, real sirength, to live the
rest of my Iife.
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This isn't a resolufion, a happy ending—it's the beginning. I will still struggle,
and fall, and break, a\sa\'m in The future. There will be L\‘ISLS and lows, and
the fire \s something Il have fo carefully manage for the rest of my life. But
the places I've been broken will not break so easily n the same Way again.

It's been a hard year, an ugly year, a long year.
1's been a Soo& year.
on to the next.
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