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“Shalvis thoroughly engages readers.
—Publishers Woekly

PRAISE FOR SLOW HEAT
E oy be s o, nt you cetarly i e
b spots fan o enoy . I you ik
oo, on T o e o ol ity Pik 1 up and
erfoy the garmor”
"The Romance Dish

*An entetaining baseballromance staring a wondert coupie
Fans wil enjoy SlowHeat”
—Mchest Book Review

Exactly what a romance story shoud be: beliecble characters

SlowHat s a sexy, ho keeper.”
pear Author

“Light, funny, sexy, and just plin enjoyable o read.”
—All About Romarce

“Ths etest contemporary basebalromance is near perfect in ts
telng”
—Romanco Reviews Today
“Ioved the sexual tension, the great dialogue, and the wel-
bock by.

hir
—The Romence Studo
“Sexy fun vith heartflt excitement, A vy pleasurate read
—Fresh Fiction

“Ancther iner Jil Shelvis excels at writing charming characters
trtlcp et o h poges oy

A st acad rgag el fled v, e sl
tension, and deligtily appealing characts
—Hight Ow Reviows

Y love reading a sty with  strong yet nomal hercine and a hot

book,
—The Good, The Bad and The Unvead

" oyt recomemend Siow Heat—it s defritely a home run.”
ly Reviowed

DOUBLE PLAY
A Jil Shaiis hero s the stuff naughty dreams aro made of, and
Pace Marn i no exception.”
—Vicki Lewis Thompson, New York Times bestseling author

“This amusing story wil have the reader smiling oten, but it also
at basebal

and the pressure on al the people invohed, ntiguing”
—Romentc Times

I couid herdly p down th's fun, sweed, sexy romance . . This
was my st book by M. Shalis, but it woritbe my last.”
~Reac Roact Roviow

“Tnis book could almost bo described as a swoel romance except
frthort s nd ot gys. o bouna e bl
an option that | may look nto.”

e ety ecomend is bk o anyonewh's i
mood for e o e oot wilhg tht you

o
—Book Bingo
i tho i sy surer b
and The Unveacs

refeshing, amusing romance with s of g, ity banter, and
iy o e
—Romance Novel

THE TROUBLE WITH PARADISE

“Witty, fun, and sexy—the porfct romancor”
—Lon Foster, New York Times bestseling author

i stoms, and g6 0o 50 ndee,
exertual sunshine s never n dou
—Pub

fyouti ot e St ey en you ey e
read a real romance yel e
—Book Cove.
Rty susparse soed wth e s et is e b, and

- Sl s ol
v VoA Tay bostseling athor



"Shalvis bring us a compelling, humorous, and \ery ste
romance between a wity hercing and her sexy hero o rica. . wit
keep readers amused fom beginning fo

"~ Romentic Times

PRAISE FOR JLL SHALVIS AND HER ROMANCES

P, e, and scielaing s 1 S s ot g
—Suzarme Forster, New York Times bestsaling au

“Fast paced and deliciously o . _ il Shals sweeps you away.”
“Adair, Now York Times bestsaling author
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To Frat Boy, Ashes, and Sadle
forthe animl inspirtion and unconitional ove.



One

T

Ly s o St vty s ool b
oman for sex, followed by a breadast tha he.
iAoty

one out of the three, smruanemmme twoegg and

soza st e, nda Srckes
Braaiaot of o
frer o chck o,
store clek.

shone goming n e pocket a she ang him o can el
Kin. sheves sayng s 2 gy AL s sl By ol
c, hifcommiseraling smil. She was twentysomelring,

joars. top

!
“Aguy ks s s once 10 g seoonds.No, s e, e
tin Cosiro, Urhuh, hang on.” She glanced at Brady., pursing
sy lips. “Hoy, cute, youTo a guy.”
checked”

ccons”
o g i e s

W cstone e s e s o
saphoied Bul Goomo sad a man migh doy 1 koS-
in any case, how can you st a guy wha has s

Brady noded tothe tndh of that statement and accepted his
hange. Gathering his breakfast, he stepoed outside where he was it
G i e e g g K et
‘mounain range. Quite a change fom the ifing aifessness ofthe

automaticaly Swep his immediate suToundings.
‘Ameys a salder,hs last giffiend had wvdameﬂ

‘so0n. Noting noihing that recuir is imecate atention, ho wert
back to mainining hs cafiae. Sighing in sheer pleasur, he tock a

darm. o, Tis didnitsiow him down much. He
hungry his legs el hllow. I spite of th thveat of scading s ongue:

o ore
Pk v noneisten, bt S, ko, vt oxacty

US of A, e issed the sports. He'd mise he wormen
missed the pice of gas. Hed missed free il
But mostly hed missad the ood. Ho (05sed the weapper fom the.
st rooktst wapko a s o tate n e scond
fosing st conten.Yeah, can i ves ood 1o ewnit
ety s o5 e el By o
Sanalon. oot o siprs and b woud be & e

Look ou,

A weiiny By Gty stppod vt f g of o ik
el couna i

*Samy"the id yelled

Gyt sk he tht v rene e dreing o
the ground, corering fis heatd, and hoping for the best. Since there

i o ina oy saluto. "No provlem.
i K o sy o . B sk i b T
et was amazing, and he took i the oak toe-ned sidewalks, the-

in ot et ney 1o ubsidzs e ik and rncing
communit. For sameone wha'dspet 5o much me n places where

inth T Zzne
At [3 m mmm Brady tumed and looked inlo the eyes of
hel, e i no dea. The tring pranced around
oo s o i et
@y. i prety sure.
“The woman sl at Brady. Hello, how
e e o apons asomazaly b3 4 rct sowes

pace.

st e it b hugt,and o o remenber e concep

Qs shck o decidc o v suflg o ol o 3 ol
. Probatly he should heve given himself some time (0 acust

Besces, it of kg arah. oo ke 0 come
mulipe mes over th years. Hed employed ey tactica his
eadng,

pepleon e B e o

Not o brther, b tht it appear o matefo Dol or Adar.

millon years ago. Twenty-four morths. A bink of an eye.
.eaw EmloDeﬂsndMsm it been encugh to bond th thres of

Py sl n e e i scond ki yop, st

afioa, and squintd in the bright June sunsfine. Jering h

fringtirbedl et ratcberibihtic I A,
Batter.

e to watch a worman in an od Joep rear-end .



“Crap. Crap.” Lilah Young stared at the truck she'd Just reer-ended
‘and gane herself exaclly wo seconds to exe a pity party. Tis is what
o o como .S e o ek n e of o

warm tongue aved her hand and she looked owr a the hroe.

Two puppies and a potbelied pig
7 h rowner f e e kerpel o o, s wes babysting

M. Stenson's abes”agan oy, mm-m\med pcap and dop-
off Senioes. This was n par becaus:

ot v s i eyt o . ok
becousa i, Swenscrvas tho mother o Lish fmerie et
et L P o of e, Ory

e ofthem it cou. tocrewhcter -

ysassmsnﬂmpedaﬂdmgwd 1t shiveled up a1 o of. And

Vot oo o3 S kg e | oo to o, S e
that. She only vished it applied to everyting in .

ing ith Mrs. s baties.
*QuackquackT” said the malrd duck loose in the backseat,
—A mellard duck loose I the backseal had been a doozey of @

mistake.
Resistng the urge o thurk her head against the steering e,

uck, eyes sauinted because everyone knew thal helped.
M\mksmwsweﬂaswzsﬁema\dmk but tharks to

the tow hitch, there was no res Obvious frame damage. The realzation
brought arush of rfefso gret her
“Tra i until sho caught sight of the font of her Jeep. It vas

rard o el f t had ever once wpona

e e vas s cne i 00T s bt bt o g
‘seemed important ghen

ek e rocksen A Augawasnswwmmrm
g s o sk or el o
inside. Stay."

“Quack—"

“Stay.*Wanling to meke sure the Jeep would start before she:

pr

begar g g 2o,
Liah hopped betind the wheel. She neer should have tumed o the

ow. Sheid be lucky 10 gt it runring again. Beside e, the puppies.

scrambld o stand oncach o, ining o cscape o box. She
Sootring them.

mm being Piease start, she tumed the gnitin key.

‘And got only an orinous cic.

Como on aby” ho o, iing agan. T’ o N

Transportation bucget, So.

ting

ety sure you killed it

th a gasp, she tumed her head. A an stood there. Tall,
chodres v el et et s o gy .

‘except run is finges through . His clothes were simple: cargoes and
a plain shit, both emphasizing aleanly musced body so completly

had just rear-ended atruck.
Probably his frck.
Hening cleary just come out o he coenience stoe, he held a

satsageard chcso ks .

e b Ui o, kg o i aganceintre
Feaniew mior beore uming beck (o
bt she had

oop.
11 v oo b e v sianger (e, and er et it
rny ftemin e, O e Kot mater. Your
inek? he sk, g cosod b o

o poped he st f e reakist wep n s mouth and

st the scent o it had her sighing n eslousy. Probably, she
ot hme skepedrst At s sy, s s

mbiing loud 25 thuncr She looked upward fo see if she could

weeks there wasrt a cloud n the sky. Tm sory,”she sad. “About
ths.”

i Pt o appred
Luckily the. dzvegesmmhemﬂymmyup she vent on.
7 biue eyes held hers, ‘Kama?”
“Actually | doritbeieve in karma.” Nops, she belived in making

7, ot ol e s, and. i o i rck
” Ho sipped cofes, e he el .
lwngw\d‘m.lesolosrmchnmmm
e camnoiny. Yo

barind her rsing
i, Ho Gk o et shfd o ot oo e e f an
accidr,Most o ok ok at the o iy a o6t
e e e
o An ot ity v bk ard o
ok ka1 cospar s o o ol bk vt whero
fonod 0 choke her. With a bone deop weary sigh, sho doppod
her head o th steerng wheel
“Hey. Hey." Suddenly he was at her side. “Did you hit your head?"



No, "

B ot shocakd i 1t s, o e h Jop

or side, looing her cier.

i el b wh e i an i e e
1o, sating s hreyes, aking e S e e bais e
boxner iobe:

eny ogers ok o A qet derrc. H end s
i, 6 0 el o . o e carly oo,
i o et i e e et ey
ot the day befor aither, but the scruf oy made hm seem all the

Nodding. b ropped his gaze 1o run over her body. She haxd
ressed for work this moming, which included cleaning out the
Kennels, 50 she wore a denim jacket oer a Tshit, baggy Carhertts,
boots, and a kit cap o cover he hair.

“To'say she iasn't loking ready fo her coseup was the

Toute
means ofescape, Abiga sarted iapfing her wings,
zt.“p\mg oy o pot i
ty mace i, oo, but the man, stil hunkered at ik side,
caugm me m

LS5 sl A,
“Donit hurt herT Liah cried
With what might v been  very small smile piaying a the

o the passenger focrboard.
‘Sﬂay o sa i owplched, ahorathe vios ha brookee 0

S opened e mouth o1l it ks il
itons, ut Al laly it Sho ot onysaye, sho st
Prokably srad she'c

headed,

Staing
orange ok, s st sy
yourtruck. Il g you my number o | can pey for

o o

e st o o your surance ik
b, o Theees o g s e s
Hell they'd gone up last quarer when she'd had tht e runin with
ber own mabox.
But that one hackt been her fault, The srake shed boen

aligned her font bumper with the maibox.
Bt oy, s cro—cetntely o .
Lot mo guess,” he sad dyly when sho sat there ibbing on er .

o, 160."To prove i, she reached fo her wale, which she kept
twofont seats. Excep, of course, it wasrit there. “Hang

on, Tknow | hae it ... Tuisting, she searchedthe fox, beneath the.
o of puppies and pige,inthe backsea.
‘Andthen she

Ity ok p i, Svrn's aral on e, s e

home
Hs xression ves dild o Resigration.
I swex,”she sad. | really do have nsurance. |ust gol the new
ottt 1 vl o sk g, b recr

formation.”
por sty vourmearane?

“Liah." She scrounged arour Nothing, o
couras. i S 30 ke oo oy e e et
‘Abigail hed eaten, and a

Sl crouched a her sice, the man heid aut his cel phono,
Impossibly aare of how big he was, how vy good looking, ot to

When it came (0 keying i her name, she neary led herself
s of

Yautske rmbaing mo gk o sked sly. sl cose, sovey
e This came out as a squeak 0 she ceared her thoat. And,

answer”
“Crystar
e tordoun tho ot Liston,you gt vert o vt awlo
bafore you call me. s going o take me at least an hour to gt home.”

e
motionless in a 3
shedneua‘mma@dmsn s«um\mu\snmmm Okay,

y seconds, bul asked.
i 0B O 10 o o 1Yo mestr
e apeomit

“Well,
secilst”shoamied BulImiltlshtng you gt o
hex ace fo another long moment,then nodded. “Fine, 1l
watto riponsd Iyou meg\oask my name?
ey masciine e, ten dgped
[itval <ohstoufivdniio sy b g bet. s
rely s e ropng T gaeg ot
ing over her and making something low
inber bely quter
“Okay, yes. sm Sa ant to nowyau e
Bracy Miler

somoting ot dcontrbatd a she v, sho oot
oncerirate. “Wel, Brady Mile, thanks for being patient wih

'St Then she grabbed the box of babes. It was damn heavy, but

i
ofthe Joep, bumping ight into Brady’s broad chest. ‘Excuse me”




o, g
scles nowinstead of 4uoing O

them.

il 1 was . o ranage bth he nying anc the
croaling. She was an excellent multasker.

"(w e ey gog o vk s ssked, g s cin 3 b
consi

‘wa\ wns\ Totparnn it o g i e

oo ptoled g

o m a!ml ot e v oty

e duck?”
et ooriiotidl
ol Thas what s afed of ook o ox e
the ot ams inehing o o
et o, v soey 2

wum ‘another werd, Brady sirode tohis ruck and pt the box
o ccka done a e, "Yau e i s whgpored
hening o choice but to follow. ‘Behane.”



Two

T

Brady wasnt an impuisive uy. Years on the strests
detnto, unerted 1 o g i a e st caion—
which hee saved his I on more then one occasion. A st fying for
the amny and then Special Foroes hec orly harmimered it hore.

Bu it

hiro in paces that werent safo for 50 much as a cockroach thal hod
reallyloamed to appreciate is nstincts.

Denica Palrick varmabe a rce.
Luckly, she vas smrter then him.
‘She wias stil standing by her Jeep, waiching him careull, cleary
ulog o op s tnck
1t

Somgpeda
St el o Wk e sl s et st
‘what she was looking for; signs tha he was a muderer or rapist
ey, s ke i ek s vl S s, gspes
2t how cose he nowwas, and stumbled back a

Rochng 04, setiod et wiha hre i p—wch. ho

paim. Her eyes were a lear, deep moss
feckle acrss e pt s and o ik s, B

blue kot cap, her st ghmmmrmlhe(srm\das inog e
showdoftoheside o finathougt. er o s bt
e, Nomekeup for s prty e felon. She vasrt model
beaut

rte. amiinng ot ot Py e e
ot sinat e a o e T a e Ora

Jr—
T omearet 1ot &y o by by, 0 4 i el
recy v, vl you gt 7

aze was locked onto the Srickers sicking out of s pocket,

\ehemence.
Hoaclaly it asmie cne s mauh O e | shdoflr

smwsw»s but ho ook in her clothes and rust bucket Joep.

ut the Srickers bar.
Locking away, a fin tinge coored her chesks, she shock her
head. | couh' possibly—

I heve another” e le.

St er s o o i i she e i o, secs
‘once-over, Not playingfai, h tore open the candy bar and efted the
chosolate beneath har ncse.

ool she s st ot o Skt

wer sl
oment e wih (e e asket s A

et a
aso a hme tumed on
 Hor oice v thick and throaty. ‘Good.
SO i mamare kenn o iy 1 2
L sof, P

prce”
“Yes, and mine is chocolate, Ofr me some and probably 1 fllow
syt ho it

‘wa\ Yo smosiorge”

oo . il Ty both ke e her
chocolate
Lt t otk ncter e ot Sk, lokig
haolerlp o s 100et sty s of e, Saoisly. s
o i, ko o vy ot gt s 3
frrocsopdind

the ity Ay it o car? T it e s
s qood. \e never heard of a pict who
o oo ooy 7
A romatond ogeisaton who ies o aut o lacos ko
Doctors Without Barders, the: whoer's paying. So see?
Youie sl enoughfrom me. Getin”
‘She looked nto the back again. “What's vith the camera case?”
envart, junk-ood-oung feon. “Fm als0 a photographer

atorl ocgapti s st yar. Grenis aoraine s e
iakig e gondad i n ey ol

oxcept sex.
et il oo Wl 1 S

U s vachng i closly g, Mtnst e thrg which
for some reason, made him ke her al the more. s just
‘sad quitly.

"Yeah. U, 50 do you ever ure women nto your truck with candy
bt el e oo ek you”

for Fowns on the exploitation of women. d have to be:

‘aside job and ony ifyou say please:

. Sodoss ey a hioracher s ot Yo k7.
o gond answer o that quesiion, b yeah, sometimes it
sinme

‘Ceary reacing his face, she shook her head. “Don' tel me. You

going o, ight? And women all o t hock, ine, and sirker
"Ves, bul youo on o me, 50 10 fallng o you PIus you'e got

grtacion” o ted s i verd th a2 s ot A Qrd
1, ho was busy preening and fussing

vith her feathers 10 get them justigh. s it legal to own a duck he.

ash
I ducksiting. A you sure you'e not also a cop?” Lish wanted
toknow.



“Why, do | look like one?" He felt the weight of her scrutiny. He
Knew wfal sho saw when she looked at him. Dark har cut shor

al
places where thves squares a day were pure fantasy. The nondescript

vorse.
Acaly sho il s, Yo ok e ot Herazo s

over is features. “The sort of troukle that women actiely seek out

agars bt e iy Araipics o

v o s e et b e v et e

.
ol a s et . gong bg? A ng ek bomo wth.” o
e b o ot g, s o,
o= et kgl o
PR et
teleked c\nse( e you sue?

She laughed. Ve
ey T ke o vord o . You gaingincr bet?

eyes. “The rad aut o, 5
finally saic. I got washed out n the floods st wesk and hasnt been

repaired
Alleast she had a iace. 1 can hande i
1 don' kiow .. Her eyes sized m up as ifshe wer six oot tall
nstead of maybe fie foo four in hex stoetHo0 work bools. 1 my.
tirk

‘Afgharistan ok like Disneyland. Hell, for is more ece
g o e hed hen s o 6 oy o e
e coud take on anything the serene mining own
ity
ing apparently made a decision, Lilh slapped a hand o s

o scet ol ol v st i s e rres

ong ime.
Shocimbed p ot ok, hor bagey Cafatsigtonny

back end as she streiched farher to check on her box of

e Ve e sapt. oy o g o Gt roon arh

ass, and he took
e bekre welking round and anging behind the wheel et
“North staght though town.
o vas vy et and 50 vas i pasorgor. Tho uman

mora e secores s 'damed s e

. quack,
Brady faly cut is eyes Lo t va the reanvew mitr. “Hey.”
Abigal looked at i,

“1know s reat duck soup recipe,” he tid her.

Liah

Abigal st up.
Not the animais in he bas a her fet, though. The two pupgies.

it pigel were wresting and rling aound each other, having a paty

or thre.

pittod aspral, and as L had promised, t vas a moss. Ho hit a
poihol and got ate i

“What? He coudit look, because she'd been right—the road
. ek i oes o 1 ey wero g o g0 i T
Jests, you werent Kidding about— He broke of when Lia Cicked
ot of hor seat bl and dopped o he kneos o th foorbcard.

1t okay,” she cooed sofly, and craved toward Brady, touching

his calf.
He went ery,very stil s she leanied down even frther, reaching
betueen hs
e ot you st s and st et postn,

oo 9 s Koy ey o ok wor
et ahe mumred g thepbaled et (o ceide aganst

ber chest.
Brady et out a very long breath and reaiized he was jeslous of a
kg2
Liah fashed an apologetic smile and climbed back into hr seal,
ekasing s e . s

hands ll”
Litlebi.” She tumed in her seat {0 face i, “And | relly am sorry
about all . ot et s an x|ty up o i o

T tin, o s paying e cnoughaein o el

e
Al s, I g o fnih up my dogo crin g 13
Rntogoon it sl
koo
e Keep G it o
i s oF S o, h o v e by s, hick
and urforghing. Gassic northorn daho. Afer the gaciers of the [ast

ofllizes, mos prsins,scomd s rmole and il rnary of
the places i the far comers of the pianet n which he'd been. Once

pona e, the vastness o those Bitierroot Noutains and the.
selfwhen hed desperately needed . Ho didn need it now. He know
Whohe v

inbis face.
“So what bings you to Sunstine?” she asked, smiling when he

orlpe “SUI gy o asked amised
eah- S e ot g scoopgup afck oo Ho
was certan she dicin' mean for i to be sexual, but watching|



worked thoso.
total what the rest cf her body was like in those baggy dlcthes, but
sttt mater i ot
toher, and he handed her the cther half of s
oy
‘She stared at it I it was  brck of god. “Im on a det” But she.
ook It “A see-ood diet, apparently. | see food and | ea 1" She took
mean, 1y to cat healthy, bt | hne a it thing for

jurk food. Unch

“Wret

“Abigai, 0.” She reached back and pulled the strap of Brady's

b8 bag e ks bk Sho o lhes oo ”Shelaed

ssly, o il i f e s iy il
s onancd 16 oo o o

wmmmﬁ—e\

Lish asked,
o

Sl g, oring bk o vt tho scareny, i
ity vorty & 1 oo Lo s onn o ekeedrs

ivgapingcanyons e nce exicrd 25 n anry teen
mm plrpragmy
i passenger e heslence ngr tich h suspected was

ol ! Vieni G er vl i e of
landscape, o med s head and oty et er gazo.Yop,
wating ety uNm Yokl g

et work

Hm ; neﬁnsﬂy sswd shmﬂy disgrunted.

ot um . Used aing?”
“Avntsmlm their Ns sm ‘eyed him again, IMQWMHV ’Vmirsa
rack, By i, pick and prologapher

be 53 of you, he said.
“That ot i twohundrecvatt smile, along with a sweet, musical
laugh True,"she
“The road ended, and he had two choices—the fighway straight
e o ey b vy ks oo
3 1o oo ca s ves ot bt
gemy mﬂnrq i i s end
00 a it o A then e
e o s s o, i e et A Yo

the darmages to my tuck.”

S inchet ety e gt i, s st e
through i, a longforgotten surge of emoion. “Not going to deny t7
e ke, s e ook e o mmicte

Shevasri, i Nt et Infec st vesailg
“Wortied?" she asked. brow rased, xce it wih

Ghing e ol ng ook _uhchsho sme‘IY steadly retumed—
e shook his head and kept v

s Vi e s e ik e et st

Ve e e i o g e oo 0o loch

legs.

otk oo and o el Hack o prk okt soks
poeking cver he top of them,. Which of course mads him wender what
else she wias hcing beneath those werk clohes.

“The growth tickened on efther side of th road, which narrowed,

changod tho doiin of b, Tho o raroved again, and a tho
faipin um, o of s o s cag

<ho s inadiation S how dos a pict g such
i g s, ey B Yoo ok ok
photograper”

"No. wawaquawmamlyabw\yw an edge. It's why |
et cpr

gt
o s sajing g e, uhichbth e i

bt o i taking b il )
Liah'sad a minuo ater *Homo swoot homo.”
o o0dcndod .o e o o whch st a iy

SUNSHNE KEINELS
 Psking e e gty ves ok, g iy,
meadow rackant with fovers, and lned by the notso-

poirpon lw g sabbrg i s

e this land faify el though it been a long

e £ wwwm@mmmmmmmn« boauty whersir

he could fnd

ekt s Ik m e .

Plasure.

Ushisvookotierset bl 13 specl”

i o Ane ans fund o said. Ty nedhore”
‘She paused.“The myth goes tha the water has healing powers.”
Heslic is gaze her vy, wondeing f she beliewed .

o, ke sh ko cann el et by . ‘Do g when
tllyou the

that lush lower i that he suderly wanted to soothe. With his tongue.
laughing was the [ast thing on his mind
“Logend says tha i you take a moonight di, you'l supposedy fnd
yourcre e oo
re.” He nodded. ‘I always midhight. So, do you swim
™

“Never at michight”
He couldn't help i, he laughed.



With a siow sheke of her head and a smile cuning her mouth, she

reachod out and touched a fingar o s cuned ps. YouTo a cynic,”

she chided.

1t boen a ong time since someans had touche Him, Lnexpected
longtime, and he wrapped tis finger around her

s Gt closed.
jou are,” she said vry sofly, you have

Kigres g o o momar
“No? A brow ached, and th light in er eyes spoke of
amsarert. drg i s et Wl youel?

work in dangerous ter
e sming, sholcared I ot i s vawrating ks
. Even sumounded by a cuck,
oo e, ans S et oo, o ety e
‘and smell her some more, but e held vry stil, absorting her

loseess, etinger ke the eod

she spoke, every word had her s ghosting against his, her
il v oy o0 o 1 o
whispered, and

issed him.

begun, she pulled back. “Thank you

was all for more o . Thelr connection, m o e a been, had st
e sugh parclo kot s
Fordiingmo oy o e Again shavas aing e s
brushfis A ool b sl Kt Shoves
Sarg o i o
I nchor o s it sk o st iy
el sheves st v the console bekor cor
mouth with
Wi low e of asydescence,she e er s round
i oc. arling e for o bt . coconr o s
Which worked for i
oot ok of e, but when she pule back, e
paning for i, she licked her bottom ip as fshe neede tht ast it
taste ofim.
Ho knew the foeing. He was mor than a it fummoxed by the
‘Shed ot good.

waistband o her pas, against warm, satiny skin whie i othe hand
cupged her jan.
“Gotta go” she whispered. and pulled free. Tuice she tied 0 grab

Ay il s ey fom e et e
mttered. ot in

was, but he was posite t wasnt the waler
“Cynic.” he repeated wthout heat, looking both ustered, and

nirersauy sppsing conbirstion e e it e
o apa sow or oy e agreed. But

s the crest g b el fhe it e
h&maﬂmmmh«a\ tro vy

Yeah. Dol

Wat horo S0 gt ke erishd nido o

Kenns. Twenty soconds later she was back wih hs nsurance card
oeoh g s S ~Abigai'sleash around her wrist
o, “Trarks for the ride, stranger.” Then, with a fiash

fa ol ho sauntre of i hcss bogay Caperts owerd g
Kemels,looking for al the vord ke a princess going into her palace.



Three

Liish Young foroes hersefto cass the yard and get al the vy to

the!
nemsmnm or: By Millr, i, hograpna
e Slovcho b whas, P s s p fon
e e

St iy dous” sho wispred
sad
Wi ion ogh: i cpred oo s rard st

ex business partner, Gz Delgac  Again”
s Mgﬁy«mmmhmywmmmm-mmmmm

et ot e wi b ot .
Luit was a b tha thought she i a puppy. She belonged to

one of thei cilents who wes outof town for a e days, and she.

sl noodd il exa L i tho o of ey, Oy, ll

ofthe time she needed a o et

many times do | hne o 6l you; s o o, e s
pushed Lulu of o him and sat

TSy o \nlnhwsraoe but he shoved t back, fastrg

et o 1, S sen Horeas s s ok seoopos A
up, and disappeared ito the back. When he retumed wihout the
a

thvee sleeping babies. “They were good for you?”
“Not even close, the tle heathens. Don' get me started.”
k) o he v a e 1o g roune e font
Yard. S0 where's your Joep?"

Brady’s truck's motor, just the sound making her ippies hard.
Jeep's on Main. Don' ask. Today's crazy enough. WEMEEMY
house, and | have @ message that there's a new rescue ot Bel

St s Oz kg s ot ol e me 1 o
o enough haurs in the day o e, They traded
totwo| m
time help rom g school e weekends a
i el ok s ooy o e e 8 ey, Bk
Aere,

ock band, 50 he X
‘Along wih the kennais, Liah vas the go-o person n (oan when

in the area Soif an animal needed temporary sheler she was it This

foct tha she gol far {00 atached to evry ariml she met. The fescue.

par
and donations, 5o Lilah—along with Criz—serked hard 1o keep the.
kennas afoal.

of awn with the day's clint fls spread out i fot ofher. She.

voudbe ket e lly ad s secers: e ataid pors, e

Ireido pens, o o ce o, whre e endy. elsdsted
e 55 Fang Gt logar ndrCare supanisn, T 1o
twas usually

Liah's heart the fastest,
o lre momigs recotoing rces s nched
hex mportant exents such as vet appointments, clent
ate, o apiyes Pte. 1oy’ caoe, hredbeenan

mile donn the road.
Bl Haen was run by her two closest fiends, Adam and el

o bcro o 0 Bllo "
"Nesd me 10 5020 your back
ShesldCuz s org ok e thor,doo thal,emmber”
ey e cprorietly e vk sl yoars
eck ey ez ey voro b mor sl i,
ach other razy,”sho

e g o ot sigh. Veybeyou o verk an it g

‘She laughed. Liingn a smeil town had made it hard for hes o find

the st place, and the fow that there were, she'd knoan a long ime.

Gz, b hoy vero day and gkt whe i came right
dounlo i And o g e v e wih T s rer

" e i, Ho e o b h cntr o a woris urvrs,and
she had oo many things in her ot {0 ge hersel wholy. Luckily,
they’d both surved the ey, and so had their business. “Let me

Luisbumped her head into Liah' trighs uni Lih bent and
ket s e Whe dd youcdo i e
He sighed 1
ey Yaee on\y been dating a fow months.”
oLl e b g o, s ek

et ke i o her. T ur you can e
o w ik v e e i e k. S o

door,
place, she sighed. It was neat and clean and viam, and uike just
2bout cweryting else in her o, al hrs.

Bu.



without her grandma's cheerul \oice.

Lizh looked down a the thros-legged biac cat winding her way.
around her arkles. There were escues coming in and out of er e,
waiting patiently for the right home, but Sadie was e fvorte. Liah

Whenewe there vias even a it of an anmal being rage, she had

g, he s spocia.

Ok, 50 he trulh v, they were al special 10 hr. She couldn't
ek, S 0 o ke hasa bandon i, o6 Ater
ol el et ot s

7 Sadk s, Iing hor 1o ha o i cal

i scopaina

' lonpsrame. She . Sheves omey s el
me loday”"
Sacio hrked up a or o iy, 1ol o ur hck e
thvoal as she leaned in—and

e gone bt the mamory of i maudh onhers s k. He v a bt
more atttuce-idden than | usually go for,but st me, i worked for
i Sho mel S’ ned ze. Py, dort e ma. K b
alogiime
mamwy
he. omethi
el S e s, 5

e e et o et Ol
tended to watch over hr ke they were her big brfhers, making it

 than honcrable itentions vere rsking fe

T§

Wiich hd e er it sim piking o asect yeaming o a
uy with some notsc-honorabi
ke braty

ber pick i
second year of callege o quitl and completaly fall apart. The
but in short, ber

pickes up the pieces and movee on. Golten stronger. Adam and Dell
i, ut ot vers e o k.5 0 wong o vent &
quy in my bed? sho asked Sadi

Sade st i rervin oso pae groen cyes, and Lish

sighed. Much {0 her annoyance, she'd been faly usuccessiu at
Ging oy o o e Do, Py bocae
wetchdogs.

Cnz, for one

But she Gt count Cruz bacause she didnt ache for him.

‘She viarted to ache, damit

Her thoughts dited to Brady and she shivered. *He kissed me,”she

tdd Sadie.
Actually, she'd issed i frst, and then he'd taken over. And o

st eckedor v K ok e gt ofor s, 3008
Jeon scorsiosly g uto bd.
“God” "

am such an dot.”
“Okay, o opinions rom the peanut gallry,thank you very much.”

o oon g a vy bk, e th uy o bug o
‘down the road from hes and bl the anmal center. They had
oyt speskof and s st st ergrancna o ey d
created a ghtait family of e
I's phone vt ﬂuhmmmﬂ 5o shetried Adarm. Sarme
g ' Love Lucy e, imitted n her message. ‘A
mgping o MMMMmgqo-

el i o o

“The Belle Hanen center was close enough to Coeur dfAlene and
neighboring smaller towns ke Sunstine to sene domesicated
arimels but it was aso ioealylocated i ranching county

[

extremely well know—much to s discormort.
Liah set her phone doan and srpped on her vy 1o the bathroom,
esing e Kichenaloin o rocess, which wes U st i
her apiop and bocks. She'd fallen aslesp there somai

" et o nisted suyng nd o o cper e
iy o il oy ot vk

o o, S oy ety wr b i it hy

‘might. They'd suted their pupose this morming cloaning out stal, but

ney
‘She wondered what he'd thought of her, then told hersef it Gt
matter.

Besides, hdissed her—0 how put by her appearance could
he have been

Sho et tho: newmwmmwkummusm

il vith her guity pleast.
Cocont, she decided Shefeill\kemmammmmy
'As the wam scent e the bathroom around her, she

ekt i e v S b e e g

A sh soochedwtan e vl ver sy oy, o 1 &0
vy doy s o anint vtor oo, S

of the shover a oy btrsen, g er
feakiriubolel el A



B e i
it el count as  bad werd.” Liah said i her oun

‘Sadie It her back leg o wash her ady town.
“Yeah, yeah- Lilah ben for her clothes and shoved her hand nto

ropped ino her swear ar on the counter. Thejar hed been
Wt o, o e 18 i ol o 3
week

crap,”“shit” and “Darnmit
T o oot b .
Whon  eached o urcbod Lih ves gong 0 spuge on aspa
oy A e, sh o by et vk
‘Sho pulod on resh eans and a scoopocnecked Tshit, then
toaster,

there with cleaning out at the kemels. When the toast
oot p. g e o e ket i vert ok

the i of her tonguo because she was broke and grabbed a new fuse.
fom e lacknre daver:
werk more than she noeded her et breath of

vt gl el gy sl

the place, somelring that needed 1o be done sooner than ater. Just
hinking sbout it had her chest tighiening.
the stress, she told hersef, for when you have a spare pint of

Siging
Sheledtosip o e becuso oo elir et vy—_and
ecauso henshecai sl tecocreem o B e
sty oy, o afut
rpis s, on sorod kg o Sl . Tho i vas

e s, s e ke doly h st f et e, Hor vy
ottoscat
et Msdwrdhmnl\anardhmml\ and boyond
those, the towering peaks of the Coeur G Alens's, the colors 50 deop
an mosmarzing nouicloselin ke i
Th e f h one Tho i i ves oty
‘spraving place, with several pens and a large ber
o o it bl o syipmer: i vkt g

avays,

. sporting gear,
Stufihe'd put in there and forgotten’ She might have smiled. Afer al,

ther trucks sat a tird.
e ks bk s cracked and e, fsarens
ina Jeop—a very tred,
O oy . ko ot 1 e e Honde 3
e belonged in thei wertd right dlongside them.

s name before. An

‘odd mixture ofcread and aniciption mingled in her qut along vith

‘somelfing efse thal she couldn' uite put her figer on, somelting
o with,

v and uroledcers ik, s  comtal e aroa
pread ot stetegically o encourage people to hang out in font of the.
5 el of v Ok 1 andand 1 aiels G

and on the cutskis stood a flock of geese whG'd wackled o from
the ake to vatch the gings-cn
s, s el st n e g g it s
and o i nonocase 2
a0 e hooong b s, seping otk
W\ck mm\mmhegms .o 5t ikt T ks
e o halo b sting o erkalnfort v ke v

bilogy book. Emwmh-sv\a\mghmumnsmdmdm
wniging ot st Farg g
Never ges old, does

toher
o

o ot o 2 s 0l e th ot stk
i o rcs bt Ho o 1h w0 S et speke o

strking face. Ho wore fis sieeves rolled up, i shit unbutioned at the
pai

ton e s by oo docades
But s sl ves pur el e et crack P up it
broke hearts rght and ef and i o cue [0 is own|

Must have been In the shover
"X ey Toy o cu o ow o 1 pcple et versvektng
on i, andie sod o er oo, e e

i . Lo fan Do, Adamuas bt mor ke cr f ose
cage e, ough nd ey andr—cen b el

A onge's o, e ngel. Dtk dsheveed . srong e,
[Pt gretiotetolkivestivitoiey
badass smilo—as she aleady

K a o el Sh elchad racy vl v tom and had
Knowdecge their odd atraclon as Something low in her belly
uered. S ket herself ool o the outsd, bt o the i she



‘was thinking that a half hour ago he'd kissed her till she pured.

Read? Dal asked her quelly.
“Yes. With the man who evertually lef you the money o buy this
s

*Sal Anders,” Dl seid.He took on Adam and me, but he had
another kid frst.”

Liah k't known them then, but Dl had tod her about the other
boy. He'd been a fow years ider ran Adem and hed graduated cary
an oneci o o mitay

Ofcase. She har s e bk st vt
‘comected it 1o her gorgeous stranger. And it vasn' as ifBrady.

clos erds i Dl o Acam. o sy e e

“Not missing.” Dol sad. Ho was Spocial Forces, thon working out
sy et oo it g Wi 13 o o8 o S
gl Koo iy e

i fthcaoiiivortpibgtor Moy il

act, 3l tvoe men were looking a her There was 5o much freaking
testosterone inthe room tha she coud scarcely breathe. Brady had

the same tough, sharp aways-aware-ofis-suoundings demeanor as

Adam

Asf st
reet hervithfis Usual—a tug on her hai. ‘Hey, Troutle.”

she'd camed f this morming alone.

e hd roindod o hormons ey G il doed 0 a
hck of a tap dance. “Uiah” Adam sad. “Tis
Sy il she
in a sight irnic smile, his eyes It with e
o e Sy o e
Deﬂ o5 Soptecd o e o ou o koW cach

ey W trowin i drcton,cloaty g ot
Great. She hated haing the floor Wel, it a funny story, actually.™
“We, B

it rurin ths momi

Brady was hands n pockets, roled back on is heels. He was
obiously enjoying himsel, the bastard, and darm if sameling deep.
WA it et 0l thtavoyingchatraand ko

o et il e, hock s e, What
does tha mean exacty”
“ltmeans .. .* Crap. “Okay, so i's more ke | an rto i~
“Explain,” Adam said. No words were ever wasted when Adam
spoke.
“Litealy,” she said. "l an into him, As in | it his tnck with my

Brady’s mouh twitched, though i
5. 1080 S 8 s o etk Lih gt of

Brady and the iy he was looking a her.
Wi ves 3 Rl it howa iger g o i prey heralorg.

ool gy i
Ongeodlons Shemeﬁmldyhmnlw\m Srronipid

this. And even more nsetling? Just

v compinty oy S i T . e v

llimos,and yoah, shad b blg v sorso o
ings

L petleshe
e kit exuam e o s
Bt e er Gz ke i Bracy an s 0 e, She
coud e

explan
Tt was all s faul,



Four

‘enough 1o ge by and couid understand a hencdil more, Over the years
hed amassed a whole host ofskils—some he was, proud o, some ot
S0 much. Hod seon ot of sfit. Holl, h'd donoa ot of shit
of and It a situation take s course.
This was one of those times.
“The reason he was here was compicaled, and went back years, o

too-young, drug-dependent mother when hed boen e 10 a dstant

o boencoungce 0 rup it homes. o oen 2y,

i oy s il . Wi i,

) and Sol
ood use o .
Latr o e Tt boys e g e uner Sl care
“Tney'd all lned together or two years before Brady graduated high
schoayeer ety et i e

By Sl i ok g ccidon o yoors lr—an

Brady had boen a proat sunial and winning is fghts. He went on to

i n sgine,workig s colee i bveen

By o ks
signed it e to
I\lesly\evm\le\?evdwl ot pll o el ot
Madea i

waraaysmm«moeeammam ot
Known. And now they were in the back tris year ted Brady to
beapart ofit

oyt cn o e o i o g crct,
somethng e o ot st ek
o et v e b sy, By G
frrertiny

v nce et oy oot ot el ity Lgeter
fom 3 illon s s, ane it hd inhedscen cacy, e
o, and many e g sresking o on e kes

doeper.
Sofoltho dama i, sciniod i of sl

s that why you walked owr here instead o ding?” Adam asked
Liah, vacs on s ha e patets n i owners, st aroud e
‘comer waing 10 see Dell,couldt hear, ‘Because you had an
accident?

- he was dark

2 intimdating a5
e ik ot soominiidt.
Al
s ahalmle” shosa “Good i
Unfuh. you hete exercise.”
i o o g v s 0 b h ks sho
S Nl res £ e it s 2 e
ops. 1t could have happened to
‘choked ut a couch, mwmmmammu’e

because mrealy busy today.”

i
discussing your stupiy.

with each ofher, and extremely for
By i o it o s trsicn, vondorng
ey ersoees o vl o

2 shood Adam again. Adam Gt buige. Instoad ho caught
oty et o et ik o e Il

slugoed him inthe gut.
Bracy decided. Defirtely not kvers. This was defintely a
brcthersister rlaionship
“Pedgo,” L mteced, atemping to fx the hair Adam hexd
g
Dunbas. st ol Adam, i of sl misl, 3

s iy b v she ks Acam s, sidestepping.
ancthe shore. Probebly e 10 leam something ne, Trut

ke sho couditbo bothered with etalls “Usten, whio s s ever 5o
much fun,

| e two puppies, a gt alamb, anda.
g ey ned o et backo . Wrss e og?
“Pen three, M, U

gomn,
ves abencone in varevass a3 o 35 we can sl it by &
car”

Liah' face. Hoer, somow, detemination. “njuies?” she asked.
tonied Gariagn: Dol sac. A ye. | peraics Foodhm

P
i e wory rainedfom e and she sl sweety a Del, beart
inter ey it o rnctn dorge”

.
oot g 1 oty 1.9 W you e 45 s arwih O,
and be caroti, he's e skitsh and anxious, especialy with men.
You shouid probably wern Cnz



ju h
infe and 11l gve you a ido back. Wl go ok a your Jogp.”

S5, 51002 p on et i st il
e came up even vith Brady, her eyes went a it

iy
‘Sheid shoered and changad. Her long brown hair was wet and

pest 3
pushed 01the 0p of her ead. The work clothes were gone, and the

hat fosize
e oy

Tt e sh wliod b s vel, ghog i ke

o sty
Coconut, She smeliedfike a pifia clad, and it s making him

tirty,

And hungy.
ot vt ey shewes mekingHimurgry,

etk v s &
et ing enough looking for the both
u‘mﬁmmtsmmam«yﬁmas Ho met gazo—
atatycos oy ingal-hecass

I it take a genius o figu out who ho was unhappy with, and it
sad.

for
v s 5 she i, o rcerbrc. st avenin
the ok at tho e ves o o o
his head at Mansneswsnmmmmmn
Pushng 100 are? Wtk e
i w3 o rcapvt ok coled . T a
worman on e one who saw your pctre in the Cour dAlene

‘S
S she says yours o and vt o krowfyaio sige S
a7 2’ ko ane o yur gokden s, ke s s

b o oye i

s b o o Dokt By o' i chargo ot
things, and when | say in harge, | mear

Fombehind ek e Sty St S i b, ot

amuse
Rt kg amased sh or o b, v cn.
et 16 Sy o o oo S S’ i o1 o . Ok sho
rovslearmed now s ol
Siting right hre, you know;
5 e o S hadd ok come bt ot oy
youre anal and uptigt then?”
fer bk nti, roso i et wert i o
neway clthes and crazy-25s heeis she had

youare. Shefl doutie-book you fom now Lt el eezes,

S v ki o o e i1 Gty . ek
I a prety sweet selup” Brady seid. Between te animl care
“And the hlcoptr, Dal s “Acem shawes you he heioster:

200

“eah" Adam fad a0 told himthat up Ll six morths
as vl mpany

gs. 3
without paying out. Apparenly a month ago el and Adam had fally
recaived back payment inthe form of a Ball Soloy 47 halicopter. It had

had vanted 1o acknoledge. The Bel 47 v a egendary and
pioneer fying achenture. The thing needed some serious work before t
. but Adarm and Dx

par
‘Sunshine, and Dellwas someimes spending ertire days o the road.
0.8t to some of the patients that couldrit come to im, 50 they'd
Vet mays e hloopler coud sy b of s

wmheyhadawd
camo in. Tho Boll 47 was the bai, of

e Dol s sy, ki o Bry it
e able foesist, that he'd viant the challenge of fxing it up i it
sag e hodvar oy

Hed i, s a beauty.” he admitted.

raymx 117 Dell asked.

“Yes.” e cou fx pretty much anything, but the Bell he coud do n
his sleep.

fyitr

Yeu.”He cod oty anying and st 022y

tinge of o I bk i Tk P e a5
hlshcsmebscklhmh hokding a dark brown shegay dog in her

e cg s scrany 1 the o of bong il lean, with

tohim

“Howlong do you think to gt it urving?” Dl asked, il taking
about the helicopter.

Brady pretenced Lo think about that while watching Liah hug her
rescue
*“Good boy,”she was musmuing sofl, ubting he aw o the op of
head.

ted then gane her a hesitan e lck on the chin
A et aely g . s s s, sz i cose
in Brady found himseljealous of a fouregged

“I'was hoping yould stay a morth,” Del saic.
 figured that would be enough time to decide if having a pilot and.



‘the helicopter on staff is worth the expense.”
Liah ftod hr face from tho dog and leled those mossy groen
oes on Brady.

Amonih. .. He had seieal assignments withn the next couple of
veds.

el said. “d be gt to hare
fyriotiten ncne plce, B gancad L

estrmiconl oo e o 1 s compay e o o ol
begrude him tak

o e ure s el cai doversetha e Cocur @ Alere
mounains in surmer.

answer would be—but he newer ot is Gck rle. Ho put what he
2 f i o i
Aways. ks forthe ofr, Bt m gcing o get  room for
the g Ihavesamer,a\ls fo ke okrs cancon i aythng -

et v i bl 1 11 s Ao ana
‘smitked. “Not since he was stalked by one of is crazy-ass

iis corossion 't hongo, b ha i s ayes 1o ol
there-andie ook,

“Cameron,”Del said. “Prety itle thing, oo. Only there s a
misunderstanding. She thought they were exclsive, except Adam
here doesrit realy know the meaning of the word. So Cameron broke:
incn Pt and i 1o coninco imshaves s onoardary. Wi

‘away from her afer trat. Actually, he ran
away ke atle git, bt he doesn ke 10 phitorie

o, vo indasant Dl i otkirg Shes g, Al be
et two inches of her. I's been six o sad Adbecn

enough fr you o stay tere. con e youvet
S chkd o oy ot 1 bt e e Adomn
said. “And youire an asshole. Come on, Liah, e’ look atyour Jesp.”
With one last indeciphesatis look 2t Bracy, Ll and e dog et
with Adem.

prer

I recent memory. Hell, awwsoememmmmmnmwdhe
8steo oo whwro memay.
ot Soma ek ot st o ot ok, roddegtotte

the place.”
Which wouidrt be Brady's protlem. By winter he'd be i some.
thirdword courty dreaming about being old encughto need a
replace. He walked 10 the far il whch vias neary allindos. He
Tocke outinto the meadow behind the center, rich and ush ith

ey et e i o o8 s
yougel chesedot lhasiy a too?”
No. Dl girmed. 1 bougt a hoxse tmm\salveaﬁmy\
swam o ke O
happened to him? | dont emennt
“Suly’ Rk iy o gt otk s Mm s« Dol smilo

- — .
S e o e
Akt v e
B i o i o e
e
T o g v
\nd you help by, what, poking at him?”
oyt
Far A ——
e e
ko

s i

[ e R ———

shng arar i shoukcrs, and Wmmsmsmumsm
"And laugfing, t00, her silo open and easy

smsdmar—cmong  probably for

he d understand,orcare o

convec.
“Lookat you, not lttng your psych degree goto
waste”
el smiled. It was ory my minor”
tumed back to the window:
“We'e updating the centers website, which has really taken of.
‘Appoiriments, seiFholp ith animas, Uzining—Its all going on there

el i o seoremssies on the ite. O they would, except
heads of.

et oot vy
EL N i stk ot
‘1 was hoping you'd say that”
v oscue gear sumounded by four beautit goiden Y

Brady shook s head. “Why does it malter S0 much 0 you?
"Sal gave us tis land. Al of s. But Adam and | hexe getten all the
benefts.-



o et e ot st
“You know, once we meant something o
Sanﬂsldby e i, sy ek a i

" e, D seemed ol mergaly. W came o
les 1o ol e o . A e orged iy Your
famly, you stubbor ass, whether you ke i or

Brsy's ey locked 6 el ptrs Alonoman et shaet,
it oking o o i By e e e e S 1k
sad very auiet

Bsides him, Del et out a bresth  was begiring t worder ]
Was 9oing o heve 1o Kick your ass (o remind you.

Brady’s as, exacly onco. Ofcourse Brady had boon durk as.a
skmk:\tmummzmmutmmm oo
oreo Sl o ien ek f e ey d o doun

oo s ot v i st e e o
b ki oo sk o gk bl
auls. Probetly ol a conconed medhod of pariing. bt 1 worked.
Brady had neer ovetichiged agan

T coud hewp taken you even without th vacka,” Dol sad, reading
Brady's mid

. bt s s e it
They

ongone. When e el came
[rfocioechetepigrivid sl

Sy i ot rolh, W h el o enyig et Ho
was here inthe States with rowhere lso pressing to be, and it was a
Sneet dd “Yeah

~ou going to stck, then?”

But he was used tothat. And wha the hell. He waiched as below Liih

so.

Sure. For @month” he heard himseff say. “Just a month."



Lih ok oy bock o e kemol, Aty shohad s
e th dogs e ves since et came
ool e of g ook I oy L o

Loudy.

up, working around the stiches rom his surgery, and ended Up

"Meresho T oo e o b L o lan”

sche her sy fom acorable, soulsearching
eyes shed eer seen, ety cardty ket e
Seconvin oty s s

A s Orz e caming il o back. g Lk ho

"Nt o e s

L s o rck i ot ik f Ons s,
g Lich st ot

“That's ouzmu Al o vent 0t my
s oo oot ek your

U oded oy A

‘Unless you want o take a bite out of my ass. No?” he asked,

i wbeo o g 2 ot iy, b

"L ok donn. Stmbery ey, fors e toast, Bl
Balls7"
St sighed. | can' a0 sy Goddamit [ ot o cash o
the swear jar. And stop ooking at my bockl

swearjar. ‘Even ihough | con ke o bear @ woman ak disoraggy

‘Ao, Lizh began »eanemm outine of cleaning out cages,
cha\gm erket, changig wetr bows, St . Sho
amaummmm o ny modcines . Thon sho
s e
e 55 0o i o el pickips nd e or

ay, which they had scheduied fr cerain hours oy 10 make the-
neving of the place go il smocther. Then she fock the gt
gl

everyone in or the g
With that don, she faced her desk. She was behind n the

o mention a ite thing called study.
1t used 10 stress her ot how much endiess work there ok
‘seemed 10 be, but t piled p i the best o times and she'd leamed to
ot gome s g

e Toby an exia rea, and while he vofed it down, she went

et wling o s il and ooy e horugly
checked out and approved. She ran through the s, caling poertial

yoar. Lih i know Snel persorlly st i passing, bt she vias
Toby

y Beetle e bek
which worked for Lih, Two bics with one stone and all hat.

shedcarsume n e maring o o

Wi ot scomeioncs. L ke oo s by (ki ey
e vl g i slocp o oo B s 1o
rumpled, tired

dog.

"You were astray, too;” Lieh reminded her.

‘Sade gane her a banal sare.

Siop. skt orh g, A you i sk i .

Sae federroso ol e na e and iy st
i e bk b Tty o e s e v

N ing, i pllod g e bocks s, bt s e e
‘concentraing. Her mind was on e new sirays. Toby, of course, but
also the six foct, b eyed, badass siray who'd kissed ke heaven on
carth.

“The next morming started a the usual crack of cann. Sacie meled

than hed been the ight before, even seeming to smil at Liah as he.
padded q

il e the o e g vy Lo cold

‘someone had her because her
Jeevmsmnam g e smexapm lohewinaiioe
ublo_ oot ook ot o iy
onh i o e o
m humor. umwgrwmwm«mmmmmw
was still dended in prety good, bt id been hammered out b, and
best ofal, the engie stared.
She and oy Lamed vy fom e eep e hesed e the

o Pt bofore. They had another two-hour
strtch at the end o the day for the same thing. AL ine thity, she put
a sign on the door saying she'd be back at ten and told al the animals
sheid retum. Time to bing Toby to Shely.



Lilah bribed Toby into the Jeep with his antibiotics wrapped in a
oo of choos, ich ook itha svet Ik, hen hy ook
s e oo i o oun ey o cant
e memmey I it eat st
o Shecokant ot s promised
hevsd!ms\hes\mwe(ar\dsheneeml “Of course, we could buy,
soy abnmun. O, cal coke”Yeoh. et s . ok
1og9e8 l oo Lot 6 - she sa and Tooys e parke

S oyend bicnesdy
Pl i o9, 1fs . A £ be much e nsice. And

reats. Youl see”
odded. He was on board. So Lilah opened the door. They

ugary goodness and cofe, Her stomach groned. "Lts get n e,
P ond o cam coke

the goads inorder {0 ge o the cash register.

Crue, cruel el
Lih b a sy, nd h ok e, oo
chocoate glazed onit. " dont know, must be

ate," sho told m;, e o oy o s . o i
ad
ot of ertumed arund a ik, “Thugh you
PRt Al
Nick MoFarlan, who fan the hardre sore down the stret. Lizh
and Nk

‘gone to prom {ogether. Ha'd been her frst Kiss, her frst boyfiend, her
st evenyting.

Until they'd gone theirseparate ways

‘experience new things mmmmmm iy

e i’ eainan b s et i s

ey len toa sonof etz rstead Nk tug
mied.

sag sofly
‘She laughed. m wearing Carhats.”
I e frtasies abt tose Carhars.”
“Okay, | havefantasies about what you might be wearing beneath
them. He leaned in layfuly as fo peek for himself.
“Stopit.
Ho grimed. *Adit i, o of these days fm going to wear you

oun.”
‘She smiled, but the tth was he probably could. Like Cruz, he was
gmacooking s
Butshe. S0 ey tred of familar
Dee smied s she rang him p. You can ok beneath my
Catats, Nk Ay e
‘Game, e looked her ver. She was ten years olcer than them but

llm: vaaeamu le. Youite nct wearing

Dee \eened e couter,oyes sy e i Foryou, 14
wme Lt e oo o ip g a el fhed cona
allty.

“Youre going to sart a il
A the low, familar voice n her ear, she vent st then siowty
tumed toface Brady.

y
locks of it And good Lord, talk about startinga ot He was wearing

s ot o s o by
Toshesdd
b

oy oo s 1ottt kBt showas takig oo

et s o o g o o s g
“Good. She knesled down as vl ‘But he's realy skitish, so you
o
“Toby icked Brady's hend, then arched up tolick his chin as well.
“Go'slow, Lilah fiished on a s
owerded by Brady vith a behind-the-car scrtching that

‘good boy,"Brady praised, ging him an all ver body rub that
1o i i o e o

and for a beat,
10.eye with his 1, zero-ft stomach. That he could oven heve a e,

s umed . Sho cort ddouhch v ety
A smallsmile cuned hs sexy mouth as he oferd her
and el it

I
P e e choce aner . oo,
Showinced, then yeamnemnummngwmw\y

admited, gestuing f s chosolae fosted. "] Gt ot Gt
et rigt

m\o hs eru, kg it sty ety o,
qive you a pece of mine for a iece.

g e e ges bl sk i ot o el S
o hoved and svcloved Yech
o Heywewummsmyukam
Second chunk she'd quick
E i oo . S oy, ALl At

lef, but she was Up next at the cash regster. She gently nudged Toby



B T otr oep. | et 16 ok bt rorpona "%
Hey, | sawyour Jeep. | mean to
o it fenderbnda”sho i T ety e o Brc bt

"y couod and s, Bulst,” oty nhercr e same
time.

.
greattaste in food, but he s ar ton cooky.
Nk e a ook btveen i, e st onLiah.
sersinga
N S g o cthnis, .20 ety ot Sho
paused and sighed. “Oky, \lves\aallymy
‘She has a parking
Nk ot S s 1 o aking prtios.
v k. ik o g et ¥yt spos”
she said."No big des.”
“Unuh. Remember our serior year when your foo ‘sipped and
You o of i Do i your grmys SV Nk askes
Both men were smiling now, and Lilah took a moment for a doep.
el Wo' ot dcissing i g e hor urs for hor
el ho tumod o
Sk o apeard.orbothof s, By
B et Ui s v oot

“Tharks,

wymwymumka\&my Bracl Miler. He's come to
st A ol
i et shelahed s e, he ndedupcotiod

over.‘Honey. | mean

"On. Liah gimaced as her face heated and tied o pretend that
Brady wasnt right behind her, looking far 0o armused.

“Youre ight, though,” Dee said, sizing up Brady. *He's a rea cute,
oo

Lizh sighed. “The dog.”she said frmiy, s a escue. H's going

2 good home.” And fnally, as she said i, she saw Shelly pul up out
font, Which mede her ealze she had oniy a fow mines e wih
Toby.

‘Sho vias wal aware that the whlo pait to unving the humane
‘Society was to place animals inloing homes. She knew his, but her

she looked down af Taby waiting ptietly at her fet, 50 quet and.
ol s e s s vy, Do, By .S
moumed evey singe one. 1 e
Deo cod wwm«mwmw«mwaswymwm
mumured,

balery. Aw, honey,”t |, covering Liah's hand wi
pg ot kot o
“Neer get o

Never ges easie o you, does i
“What? Brady asked, locking nto Llah's eyes with a frown, “What
‘doesn't get easier? You stay up all night studying again?”
“Stuyig” Doo asked insupise. Syt
Liah sighed. Her studies werent dlassifed inormaion, but nefther
mmmmmmmmm Ao Bracy—by.
ey, vas st shed at colegeandcams e
i e et e, Tt st eppene s
e e g o e, N S S0 G0

ot of o s o oscrrge
about t.”Doe petted herhand. s on the house
Soa]Know Yo o 1 Gty e rken S s

s posda By
for aweek Lizh, not Lexe
o s Lo s S cn o k. She e vacly
how riciculous tht was, Just @ she knew how sl she v being
o e g Sty ol Sy i i,
really warded him.

women who.
e i comen e osem Brady

ougtly,
but she coult concentrate on thet with Stelly weving a her. She.
s ider, Wiy browe il cp e a
oy, o She wor oo a1 cater Swehi,parct

Cia raes he conuts Doe o bagged. mamire s o 0
oty vk oy e Sl e e o

shedlat o appeieand an ncducton 0 Tby. e mindes
ol and oy wero st e, valing of gl o tho unso
v ot o

Stk she whispred el o ersl. s all oo, o matter
bow hard it

T ing o efain o sayig Thas et shesad e you
‘seemto be haning a moment.”

Whiing o, sho garda By, who v ering gt o
okl of kg Wy e s

Instead of ans abag.

Gpenng . she et lwo T ooaons ot choclte gazes
“Since you handed yours ofl, Thought you could use them” he sa
witha strug.

"1 ga them away 50 | wouln't oa al hveo. | was sasing myself”

“Okay.” Ho tried {0 take the bag back, but she slapped his hand
and hugged the bag 0|

He appeared o fiht a smile but is voice was serous. “Ave you
okay”

"Yes. Though Id be el of a ot betterf you kit 1 the whde
word that ing probiem

I didn el the whole werld. Just what's is name. Your fiendy ox.”
Srotewaut asigh Nk And oo you koow s noc”
oot thertra.crhe's  prospect Whih wadd exla e gy

O S it o heloked gy bocause v, For
donuts.”

*And or you as wel.” Stepping o her personal spaco bubtle as

runring his thumb under her eye, catching a tear she'd missed. “You



look like you're okay,” he:
oot hmnotor garo on ot he ek ot i o am

And Lot he was deadly up close. What?” she asked, sounding

Because st
Ho backed her closer (o the bulding, under the eaves.
o o ik, g thom o B f phecy You oo oy o
" His eyes darkened a il and his thumb brushed ower
ot now. kg e o bl o
“What? | need what?

i oldng her gz oo o2 g, e e n o
Yoty pushed e o wih s vem, femong
Sound, a whimper really, and realized it was he. Ho
e e S oo e B i e et 0l e,
sho b th sun aan, gy, ambarassingy ey
whispered socifingly, and then kissed her once more, ot
ngmy eime.
promply forgot everyting, including the fact hat hey vere

al

wid pounding o
Wi oo s i ot rck. Ery dopered i s

him

o ot ar vam
en they were both brecihless, he presse s lips to e trost

ves sl oo e her v, “WhetT” she s

St Ko 1 GO o D Bt

P oinches s andshe d it heeckoot.

Sho darced counandrdsed One . ot moed oshe
oo e e b o e i ot o e
i W st o 2 il e erapne

His i cuned slightly in acknowiedgment
I should go.” she said slowty, but he mind wasriton the verds.
Insteat it was thinking, One more inoh | “Reslly. You'e going 1o need

toback offa itle, because | need to—"

and sho flt the biush on hr fxce. Gatharing her Gignity, she forced
hersalf o back away and tumed o the Jocp.

ndle presenting hs from opering the door. "And what’s up ith the
stucying all night and ot teling anyone?
“Thals ... piale”

¥

secrel?”
‘Sort of.” She paused. ‘Okay, yes, | told you a secret. | ves

the boxforme, and ..*
A shad e kg ek 50 s hkarg 10
locking il helpul and tough at

O o e 2 29,2 he ' bn i
man ina ong time. Too

‘And that he wasnit a ixture in this own, which made fim bolh
dangerous and sale | was momentarly distractd.” she admitied
“And it lipped out. B4 now that you'e eminded me o i, you o one.

I dorit do secrels”
(Okay, then. Good to know: Draing a deep breath, she pushed s

and cimbed in, takingjust one more last quick glance. But crly one.
because more han tha it himtendd to ender hr incapabie of
reason. “Thanks for the donus,”she said, “Twice."

th ik patedinfont of e "Yu shoud prteby o st 1men
more ditracted today then yesterday. And as you know, | tend o do
Stupid hings when distracted
ing to emember,” he said lighl.



Six

T

“The next exering, afte Dol had scen al i patiets, he closed up

into cne of the exam rooms and patted the exam table. 1 vas thinking
e could e a sries o ictures o ‘patients' in erious rooms, as if

maybe animals ed tis place,
“That's good,” Brady said, nodding. Funy. Warm. the

place seem welcome and readly ting. None o you?”
Neh,” Dal said. " ke th idea of just he animels. You can put cne

n Jade' reating glasses bofind her dosk. One with my stethoscope
Sitling on i table, maybe.”

47,inahuy 1 ge that encton on ack, Hod spentth hours
and they hedht

{hem o et want 10 sty forancther twerty-ine days. He coudt
rando tho thirking
ponant

e vanted 0 60 was 7 a shoner and i the sack,but

oo e pese . 83 g e

tems, 1 vas,for l, i laso  him ot a chor. B
Dol i s s e o
energet S i con iy 5t e

i Pended Dl ust s thescarcs of s whd
stampede sounded

Liah appear, both hands occupied ith myriad eashes. Incre hand
she had one, two, thee dogs. No. Two dogs and a ambs I her i

smile crack his fce.
oG o cts s urry vl s vehshocaled ot

iy g St ot s o T e B 6
xactly whero he wanted .
Beneath him, panting his name.

endsiigosd ot De. wous tho dreciors
Dof s ook QR e ol kays cut o i
ookl ety you e i

What?"
Now dorit e the lamb scare you. Lulis eally very sweet. st
Gont et her et her nose n the family jewels, man. She's been koown

bie”

It wesnt Luu he s aifid o, and something o thet must heve.
onis
Dol stucied him a moment, brow drawn. I can trust you vith hor,

g
“Tne lamb? Sure”

tonerd them and sowy shook his head, “Defintely not”
*Civist” Dell mutered, and swiped a hand down his face. ‘I oing
Aod i e,
s her chock, shot cre last long waming gfance n Bracy's
direction, and was gore.
ummmas«mmam “Wh vas thei?”

You 0 iy kit b st vith o~
Brady arched a brow. *So f you verheard, why did you ask?
“Because | wanted o see what you would s2y. Wht kind of an
Whet i you et me sy By asked
“Not tha,

He shiugged It was the inih

S sl up i, kgt fummovad a . On sho

e on st gt er e i sho sl meres
{onhtdmnedscme f o trson nfm in el ol Ko

matter whal she though, she was a sigh or soe

o e S veresng. g o oy o Tt

ot of o oqaly Whito tra
he found rdculously, inexclicably hot. The past few ights
e e st iy 0 a5t
his sef seemed compietely unconc
“The lamb—Lul, he. foerd and tred to shove.
teroetotis cnxch Ay vy Dol Brady bcked

G s, ety ppearodto i, puling bck or s 1o
Bracl.

“Shejot v ol your o i avarodtim

Pushng aside magesofopping L s ke ad pressig s
face o L' crotch o catch her scent, he grabbed the dogs'leashes
fom Liah. Give the unstablencss of s beain tonigh, it was best (o
gt tis over with.

“Two hourslater, he oo th last shot of th right, a cat sitting on
Jade's desk danly washing her face with the computer opened o the.
sedicbehnde:
it o o s e Gy slpedis camen
ook ot e

e ot ca . cougt i oxprssion.an et il Ao you
g toliss me

“Veah, he said, swws\wmmeﬂashenmsﬂm Wit two s,
aduck, alamb, and a cat between them, he cupped her face-

eseder b of o s 10 et arce, e, Unauelop\l\

POt of ther by touching, Had meart 10 be shotand sveet, bt
shomade.scn e vt s troush i o iss
‘Gespened, a ot ntense tangle oftongues tha ended abruptly
one of the dogs at their feet berked.



et oKy breath and backed o the deor: " don't know
o Rt i vas ko moans good gt
tumed avay but not before he caught the cuick.
flash of Gsappointment and hurt
Ees
But she was gone.

For o days Lish worked and avoided qoing to Belle Haven, and for

Sho
Knew from Jade that he was also werking on the Bell, and apperently

dong.
Avandu\ahhadwsmedlowsaehnshedbemhsy By
hinking about her qrowing restiessness and what she nesded. S

m,ammamwmr-w;m .
fou okay? Cniz asked after they worke the midday shif
e

“Yeah Why7'
"We'v had hree customers mention the new guy'—Cnz pu e

and every time.” Ho gave her an oxaggorated ook of Gazed Iust,
‘complete wih dopey eyes and tongue hanging ot
o Inoeriok ke " sho s, s shvad . T wero e
bk, aizig usidspytme. Thy had o e s sparsied
because they were eldery and ied sedte, quiet
uavune e ey ok Ty v i gl o
e Lt o, coning down, and s ok arrent o aach

“Bite me, Cnz”
“Id loe 1o bite you,” he said s they escorted the older dogs back
10their area and took out their thvee other quests; L and two.
But boen thero, done that

o7
Sholaghed and o o e s mo e ok
ey w56 o bt g e i v

i Nk ok § Dy ol ek ot s

“Kissing and teling, Cz?”
“Biing and teling.”

the sunshine and fresh a. Laer, when they were back insde, Cnz

ARenvard,
pickup and dropf time.
Coliacame in for L. Cela Ayaa ha been Liah's grandma

the sky. Alone
Lilah accepted Celia's check and wrote up a receipt.
(Cola i the approximate size and shape of an Cormper-Loomge,

tone as one, too. "Can you book me for next Thursday, dear? Oh, and
ol meabosk 1 o sexy Pk workng ot Bl Hoven, Wrat's

"y

e o st vithout tinking, making Celia grin. “What?”
ey sesig i
No.fm ok, | only— Kiss fim evey chance | get
ki

tld ms youd boen seen n s trck.”

“Areywm’rEecauselme'knewywlm\oaweem

[~ Wo ared on s, You ol ot ol
S0 you nee o ind the ight man. Do

o
“Listen 10 you,” el chided. “You hae a mouith on you, just ke
Estalo dd”
J ot shout her bl g, o or o et o)
her Gvrything, and smiled even

I miss her. She-

ot stupic. We @l know how much you gave up (o care for e nthe
o, sl gone Liah s yur ol

Ta

’Wmstwmmun:mkmmwd ladies. Go back to kissing
thel

ula«sla/eaame(“Hwod oon?

. ifyou vmlloksaoemawesecrsl You dorit kiss

i ot ot f o bkt o

Lot Lih v inhe il an r ot for her e
bilogy class when she got a call fom el

ook oryou e st vt wosk vhon you b
those twsboagos e s

o that or them. My farte kind o cal,” she said

e
‘cn m‘ s oo, Youse ghen yursel avey. Youcry vert the

%, i s bow o of ating
Detves firrentsiietribeat hctorric PN

T vkt e prdem. She o s Aveys
b T fine, s ki



Mostly.

il bing the check over vith dinner” o sad. o'l talk.”

On great. Atalk. Where he'd try fo bt in and shed dance around
her money probiems. No, flcome {0 you. | e some fles o you

ey Ao 1 e
Shehada el wiha ey helly. vy ren s, sy 3
e cream—orh whcl . deprcing o Fow or ticing

o it e, Liah vk o crtr, yaing o drk

ked 1p th pace EiherVelrerNaur e ratenit ves
Summer,or she
Bl e, oo o S oo recepton sk Joco

cam,
i ber l2p. Befind her chairon the foor lay a 150-pound St. Bemard
og, snoting with shocking vlume.
e ad s ssubeny o i et e et
it on 0o e e o S &y e o 1t
anyone. Her clothes looked straight o of a magazine, some sort
ofbalted it dess, bangles up one am, and shoes {0 de for. Shald

{hrough the winters. She and Lih had since become good
e, a0 Lish ke h ol s e s o P 20

siuation
hockt 0 e wispar g herchi i o ecn o
the wir

totheddsyars, Whats o
e i 5 S o 5 rvestalfion” e
wmwwmwmmmmwwmwm or
o, ever since it had been delvered fom Smitty's aiport

sk o, Sufdvork bols nd rgles et e to—

e best s o s

e Bry oy P e b s e e, L tck

amits st

“Doryou NTK? o sk

e sure looks good in cargo pans,” sha said carehly.
wu ek okt ot o SUA
Joskat ittt s ks

dadk sid er a
I Lih s slansd wnuy e el i oryons o is?

Vi S Lish o sid ey, “Youight 2 el
ol

senta cip o You Tube yours
On good grie. ‘Dell sid there was

Jade laughed, but took mercy mha‘“\nhsdﬂce

Lizh made he vy through the recepion area to the

ot 3w oS iy et et i chelge
leaning up against hs computer with hér rama on . In it was the.
heck for senices rendered, icred bucks in cash. "0,

he asked, coning o the room.
[y pecrd fichgrokot it ittt

s 3l eary see
reacy denial on her face, hesmedsbﬂ?y‘wenslmlmhsv‘ in-
‘Derm fhat 't mel he, “You can. By believing
o
20 hugged i har. The kenvels e coing beter s
year, rm\y st ool

et er i, chck prsss o o of e e
et ot a ong breath, a good indcator that she was being a pain n is
ass. With a sgh of hex own, she patte s chest, took the check, and
left him. She was back t the main couner saying good-bye o Jade
when the front coor opened.

‘spoke of alfetime of dicipine and miltary raning. Hs Tshit was
‘snug around s broad chest and biceps, loose oer is flal abs. He.

ands. “Either o you know what the el tis is?”
Liah took a ook at the small broan dog, though s color might

it was siting n fon of my truck,” Brady sa, foaning
oo said.

Probably, mostl wormen jus lay Gown at s foet an begged him to

nendloseto g e, Noshee, Shed some
pv\desremda\dmbsm\ng\nm

oy s
oot Hhmgm\dm:gmmmmm atofthosun”
On On,

“Here
Dl
T dog o g o hnosong avcnstadcola, hovgh
st ofte inetorss ers s TWIKLES
Sac. i it ok (o Sh vt e sid
[Pt iy



e B . ool b 1o Sweet abaout sesing
e letmgm Brady's big, capa
Tk i g sk borloat 0o a

sl is aprcty e rme ot i dog”
Brady shifled the dog.rling it easly over inhis big hands,

reweaiing s parts.
"On, Liah said. “Hun. Wel, maybe he's named afer
Nk my protlom. Y o o 500ty Howas ol riding
auttre g i maybo o dog ves aeking i e Sois

y
e S i o ks et oot
al the lime. Since v the b \mm\cememmsna\mlhe
state, we get a ot of business fom the outlying areas, 50 who kiows.
whero ho could have como fom. ftherss o owner 1o cal, we get
trem o Liah o
Hopefully guner ety B Lih ol ook
mmm\ewmmammmmmhamu e, andin
meant there! v i, T
ek up s and e .o ho
nodded, \ooklnga\m\elmpaheﬂt et rkter o or oo
had rfewed him of his burden,
o o i o o s w5 . Temperry

uniflld and ovenvorked hormones, she decided as she tumed the

Pow? Three,

The.

‘Sho fl ke she was going to sefcombust. And she'd ewen self-
‘combusted inthe shoer that moming. ‘Dells pretty busy today, but
1msur e cansqeeze youinto see Hina s . Dogs
Your dog need any \eccr

Sooied Wy dog st et sposec o e ey

Lh s and st on Jad' ot whente ostinst

st o ek, o 0] T e o et ek
Tnirkies in m«m“mmmmmmm‘

d conere beneath ot 100k A she migh hve, except
T AP T et g 1 . o

was saation
‘She recenly o
i o e gy Ly sadaite gty
I am. And you know where my kennel i, ifyou decide (o abandon

inod exprossion. I didnt abandon . Someone also A
(Civist,” he mutered when she jus looked t him serengly. s tis
about me telling your ex you rear-ended my truck?”

“Cn

7 Jack asked, supised.

“Cz?” By sid  look at Liah. I s talking about Nk, How
s

e mwnm “Sho dosrt ot cut muchsinc e g

Ream Liah saic 0 her, heany on the disbelef. Youre going to
% e W  shoucer Sory. s boon a g oy

ofthe cay. I be back.” Mg\amaﬂmwam.mg “Ho looks like
s sy crovgh o mek il ten” Claty it i re
them, e e s ey bk owrd th oo o e thedog
v i e e
T s ctanes, Lo hogt. O gL, the sy ueness

rat was that?” she whisg

tha, making hm keep the siray? W are you up to7-

dog s ans, 1 dont know what youe taking 200u.”

Really? Because forge ma f m wrong,” the recepionit said
cryly. ot | was under the impression that you take n all the
negiected, forgotten animals around here”

Lizh
Jade's smile came slow and proud. “You wanted him 1o sufer. Nice.

nsanty”

Exacty? Lich hod ro dea.

Excot he i Sho s ol deasaiy st

hemhtoth oo ataie. Wi cicaly i i ot
ad .

areason?”
“To make a guy sufle? Absalutely no," Jade said withcertiny.

1 Lihvossting t hor el cing  barig act i
e il when th Kok cane o
Mo Sadosoll o ck Ve end czy i it ap T

princiiyrlc T
Th i g er s n st scugh e ighssg n
could dislodge the cat, Adam et himselfin. Hs
mmiﬂeﬂupmk\lche\ssmdm lerge pizza bos, a six-
peck anda
P e e secil . n caso Yo
!—m; girie, a saad.”
Sho siarda e ot tomby th nbing el nc the
ik g 1t v bebysting . 11 ol s sy
“Veah, but Im ol the sucker
Ths was tue. Nothing WMam ‘Wrich is what wored hes. *He
{odyou ht |t ks e mevey
‘Nl anworing, o ket hr & ot ofCoron b geting
‘ancther fo himself. Then he opened the pizza bor.

of beina. She tried aoina with that. but in the end she was iust not in



the mood o, e she s faly.
i rabbed s S o
5 Joulos th canss it Del, uhic e you
sk i me,Ony vt ko Pl tel s s ocase
yute 3 ers cary g haranandcant
ommuricate wih a mere wgina”
ricrdmdmzmsz‘dmmdfwmsha
She clapped hi i back, then rufed his
st sy Gk . ki an/ M“y *She looked at the

nsgmmssammdcamsuywaaumuw
asqing o o e v i
ot bt ot bekre s

Amlamﬂme\remmms et oo . Lo otk
0B

Tt caugt ettt S ke chso ofertrunp. At

e sorcoves anove

“on, ﬂub\lslm\ *Ave you kicking me? Havenit
youdonaonughto o7

ek i o sl s doun o ford e Him Fuck o
muttered, rsing, then Uripping over Sadi

Now

inapclogy as ho gacbed e ppes (owels. Want orun i by me
Lre. You'e niing my sex
rbcam‘\ysas e .t ey e sx

"ty e ce o, g i, or g, o 0

it mama e, scag a e gy avey rce o e
want anymore. And ... Argh” Tuming away fom hi
revert o it it ok otre i, o e e
th o soste it ek i
oo, o 3, soung suprisd
Wty ik oy uys o g o7 A bkr you
gt all sarcimoncs, anod By bk w o v yor

\n‘mrdeclmd\mg\msmﬁwlﬁhs she wetched as he.

i poried 0 o tabl. "SI
s you asked so nicely?”

it your ass down and I el you about Brady.”

with he curosity and ost. She sal

retieved two spoons fom a draner, and sal next o her. ‘He vias
teen when we shoned up a Sai's. 1 was thieen, Del s twee.
None of us had ever had a steady

‘Sho alroady know this, about Doll and Ada a least, Thoy were.
blood brothers. Their mother vias Natie American and hed cn a

ot vk e ket oy et wen
theyd mothes, alfeady moved on
msbend i mdnavmlsdmem back,

o
intisfnger 15 kg iraniad o s by
way. | had o idea what | was daing. Brady scared the shi out of us.
s e o o el

Ush ooudimags et witat 1o iy

*Sai had a gym in is basement,” Adam el on. He rana finger
over the batte,“One day Brady took us doan there, We were pretty

“Yeah ok agod g il 00 o et ety e,
‘About a month nlothis, we were out past curfew. |
why. And a goup of, | Gt know, "\aybsﬂwtxs\xk\dsmedmlump
s Holughudsoly but ithout much mith. "Dell was:

= ounch Toe vy ke Dol ot By by

‘BrswhadIoiwmheawslrymmumpussndiueevw\m
hindering the proc
"Wl sh e when h Gt g0 o, “Wrat g
at hand to hand.”
Dy ol you gt
i k. e o s o s e thecd

1% ats how 00 5650 g she sl g it oasing
tona toighten tho.
But Adam dict smie. Instead he hesitatec. He never hesiated.
Unchyshe s, 1 whereyouto ms e ree o you

oo s svaew e ——— tren ol ony
over is eyes, looking weery. | aready had

“On, Adam
He shook the sympeily of. | vas young and stupid and angry.

‘condiion that | streighten my shi ot o he'd strighten me out
o Painfully.”
e heart tum over in s chest. ‘Ho cared about you,

Mltehnmﬁmnmhkenvl!mwaum yeah. The poirt s,
for o i ve e i
Yo war 5 come ough
“Yeah T land s one tic s, ot s o e i
Whero he's safe.” she guessed. “For those fow yoars ho kept you
safe, and youid e to retum the or. Look at you tying o save Us.
a

rinoces ees, dort ek o ke 3 st
i v v oo s o e o my
P ot pirtacibe et onbeny St Aion



o,
o i whitt sudlg ol et kbt
Ho shrugged, i ‘and roubled. "L .. . be careh
e o o
s i v e Yt Boais th ih v,
it 0 Ot o e Sy Bk
s long, she could wait a e longer.
‘And in the meanfime, there couid be Brady. The pres fr

and

font. He s leavng. S0 there were o expectations and she could be.
free o enjoy herself.

Al

A comer of Adam's mouth uiked as he read her thought ke a

bock. Brady was tossed around mere than we were. Something ke
forcr e fsor s becro So ol him”

the bettr that he and this place”
Andme
ocec Yes. ' had alo of el i s e who dat
sm Scywshw\dk o doesrit
asalyprekty fomy Caring Foya. She i
‘mran me, okay? fm o ocking fo make himstck. m ust
some campany
‘Soywrewsy ing his one-night
Feclptimeiteiy Iak.eawdem-dgms o
251002 i, Ot i Not yours.

st i nough Alays i
sighed and reached for hs co cream.



Seven

O more accurtely, the thing on the rug
It oeck at him. I midight
e goo o lop. O tod o, Tho o, bng e e, alows s
‘0 when the dog had started Crying and howling amost
immctay. it was a shooking ool I consicanng he pup vas
bl tied sunyting, A ket Atig ke ma
o fom s e o Oyt s, Gt v o8t
o v o o o

‘And then the hell wouid begin al ver again.

Tyl me et youTocne o prcert cane” By s
s cn i But ki

e aog_Broy s o Bk i s Tes 14 o 2 1o
whirps and ol o xgosng
5" Brady sank o the couch in nothing but is kit boers.

o e

s sorrow apparently forgotten, the dog leapt up it
and bourded over. Ho e o ump up ol he couch ki oy

e ifiolortiies kotclangieplohtigorsil s
o GETERAY tho dog i us g in ss o s
h e Wiy s wimper, Tesaat
By ot e ety S e

the and, why mine?”
Thecegriogd joyhdy. AL
. e o it giminga o oo
opraro, bt

the cick dogs thinking your boys never dropped.” No need in
\dhnq e oy o e 1 e s b

a monster. Brady laughed, then started 1o sk the dog
Goun, bt ho clung to his hand. Shaking his heatd, Brady set the thing

y streddown t i and ez o ves st “oure
a bag of bones.” Puling the dog against his chest, they
rsa e s, nd il hecog stoppod sherng.He ke

Ubton: Bracy s T is just tomporry. Tomorow o fguro
i el Lia' gameis an shel iy 3 homo. Sh's e

“The dog dict even ik, but i s chocolately eyes, Brady sawa
ot of schess, Tt ey th L e,y it wok o
"o dogbirked slowy.
Sy poitd i Yock o
Hs answerwas a ot
e posem o,
mwnmmeog i st By’ st an it
ot a shuddery sigh.
0 Brcy Gt s, I le, o taken rsponsiykx

v keaping o s, ot nesdad e et e 1
ongto keepa 550, t vk b a i ne. O et st
me\halcmldﬁup i covh by s
memmamasn(gmm m
gt v o e s sy

“The il guy put is ears conn, the pictur of
Fax o laugh, "Rght. Save it or someone e
manipuate, be the ladies  He thought of Jads and Liah,

bolh of whom had manipuiated the hel ot of him. | desene ths,"he.
it

Tredoakadis
Never ind. Im 5o ted ' taking to @ dog” Ho got up, sot the.
ogontimbhrit i 1 opc e e e b e

reaxed.
Abhih, slesp. He v halfway 10 paracse, Iying on a vam beach

Ik Liah gt counio e mosy eroen eyes and dofciously
vy bocy, which was at the moment wearing noffing but the.
sma\m of wm bikinis
s when he heard , the one sound that coud bring him
ok tom e o Sy o A
o
Ao

“The next maming, Brady came anake 1o a noise he didit
1ogs s el o e,y i b

zone. helay.

his face.
“Then the sound came again.
What the hell?
He sat up and found the dog siting i rot of the kitchen sink, head

beneath. He was suounded by apizza box, an orange jice:
contaier, and two baltes of beer.
Al ey,
“You are a menace to society,” Brady said, and sonubbed a
over is ace. What had ho goten, maybe halfan hour ofsleep? Well

el g on it 1 dareed
onthe Bell ‘N’mlmsh hetddlhe:bwaﬂa‘hed




clearly not sick at all,
st ot Jds dsi Aryonocamglookig o iy

‘one ofthose women who looked like she belonged in
Vogue: Gageonm 6 .- feent. Today sho was wearng 5 srshine

e el o of e ezt .l e

oy oo soe Thod oot s i oo s
amo s i sho sad

Ho just looked at

NG pdmy e, er ot i

st i fodipuibcbofreicon fIM)
Yer g, i ot rfesand e Wel et you ko
1 boen two.
T has. Da\wmnmexammdnm m F's st year o and
atherthan ity malnourished, he'

caain Lt Ilylrg o tho owner” e said.
never put dog's

It ook Brady three days st o clean out the Bell 47, Not
g conidar o oppr T sl sty oo deocos,

and a whole long st of engine and parts ma
e oy w1 o . st o 2 a bty b

siot, it raining.
Held never looked back. He loved being i the ai, but when he
okt o, s secdovves s, kg apat nd sssariing a
s now s stk s, aamately
Sncpeing it st veteing i vt Pero e
Bl Feven coninsd 0 dobiness fou e, Dl and Adam
1308 gt s, v o, A, gy h et
coguipe. e iy in e yard wi 5 9o

the dogs.
When class ended, Adam ambled
o doe oo ety g tenes - Bracy s wiping i b

S ot gt st st
i ono o By rood o o dopsleping i ey aveyin
the sole sunspot as close to Brady as he coud possibly get.
“What's s problem? Adam
Hovont e
a mamen of silnce while Adam took I the dog doi
just t?e( Welh ek Gompll sience, since fh tt was S e a

e ot righ By sid it 3 Ssosieing srake of s st
e o o o e of e
s, Barks. wp the fucki
s i e ool el gttt
of my clients. Yaure the one n need of traitng, not

the hellup”

“Okay, man.
interested i being rained.” He crouched and nfled the dog's ur, and
oy 3 i belly for

more.
0 10 k. o st g st s e
a5 s po 10 longecerae.

g it youand e
Dot g v qmﬂm days ag0. Bracy had
e, i becaso everod tobean s, b becase o

ech G e

Mo sure.”

"But sometfing,” Acam

Brady nodded. Yeeh. There was defitely ... sometring. And haly
Chist, tha someling was exclosi wheneve they 0ot 100 lose.

“Shesimpatat o Dl nd o

Ko Ho vondard I A ves allg i toback ek o,
Rt Gobae ook o o hsonty

v et 2 s ot o Bl Yt

tous, i il sl

mhscheslauhal s srs o el vt st mar gl who
that way . Ho it tosay samsting hhad oldes
what roally, when a ruck pulled into th ot iterupting i
"hloco Hre hopped ot ot ek wearin  busines s, the
i 2w s  pcil, ampasizing i org, pececly toned
Jge, T e e an I Scohitcated o Expre e

across 8 vord lass 65, wrenc
Tty ks ok s o s crely . Tobrk

Koow her?”
“es? Adam sad gy
o vorensrered s Ercy st o ves caryg

f Adem. then stroe fowr them, ace ool and impassie
ckaly, A sression s mpashe, A bale ey st
ace was set in stone. Angy.

{00 . A ing o th stcam coming 0 o hr 6as,herhair was
oo i toa o
"ol Adam seid ith 1o etn i v,
s plenty of nflection i her vice. sty temper.
o shetmsu'ep\w into Adam ;

puppy.
Awumhgmmmwmm into i eyes. ‘Defectie?”
"She's up al right crying”
s o etk s apion of e S st

x

e i ook, “He's i a now iace, Holy. He's



oot el ks papy pock o hec ams, where t wniggled
‘Some moro and lckod hr, (.
g you ki s .ol 53 ateping o sy
‘A o " Adam s ey, shoig e s et vs i

i — Wy faers oot ey

rdaing s By * Breaking o, she shook her head,
s
he dslance il he puppy looked back ovr her shoucer t Adam,

head bouncing

“Big fan ofyours?” Bracy asked.

Adam i fise o the bt He merely locked at the helcopter and
ow whelter to make pars.”

" sad Id do . Make your plars.”

With a nod, Adam vas gane.

y o
night hours once again atemptng to ge the mt 0 s

A troo A, Acam e el bck and cespore By
LUeh, s carvitly s 1t b sico o
one

oo
‘voice mai as well. ‘Come ge Km or m shipping i to
Alghanistan,” he sad, and mm e cal fomm mieiocpois
ekt et ity o
s o 1 e, o boon

e S e o mmay Bl tis wasnt an enemy
ing Hell, this wasn't even a logica thi

v cnacamn il Gog Geing h bt of . el et

the mut inally Crashed. A ratehl Brady fel nto one of those dead

fom,
And yet e came suidenly awake what folt ik @ minute laer o the

onthe bod, ho cracked open one eye and binked early a the clock

‘Seven iy,
Since the las tme the dog had woken him up had been seven, he'd
had exacly thity minutes of ieep. Fucking mutt

huoging, ass-snugging jeans, a knt top, and a smie he coudnt qute:
read

but s prtty sure vs smug.
T e rizad e ves e anis o bk, ar ek
v ot

Shoved it behind him tolean
“The dog simply rlled cnto ts mkmw\sw-‘g The fucker.
Wi oreeto o ' e s
By ot o v e G o e s
When a1 wo oo of ckrih on e sk Sy,

Sy g i ad ol s bk Grtoigis plow to
back against the

el Ve ety war il s

Wrich he most defnitely was. Ale. Very . . . alfe. Some parts
more then ohers.

Hergare et i ooy, 1ot yadd e o

“They bolh! e T s
lmai’wwnlmd\mwmdlmmm slowdy comi

ng
vk andinkig cndy. Tl g kopt mo ke al i~
Sdyou. mmgm.mmgmm
T lo st i

 Sreledathm m he was an dol. Twinkles Is a rescue. He

i at e ek ofdsponime,
He'd gono years and years, and (o is recollcton, he'd never
Sghes At yet held g ot n o ek hod Known et e
had in s enir . | gave him my bianket” he said. 1 put a oud
clock e barket fosmile s o a molper hoatbest
heda

i

Ddyoul-y cuding wih him?”

firin sho epasie ou'ow, i cose, sl e
Like vty f cmecnoves w1 e

“The only someone allowed in my bed is a worman.”

fli eyl

agomgslwsww-smm o, | don't know: Tell me what 1 do.
In greal ceta
e bt  rosth. Vouro sick”

“Not my dog. The dog you foisted on me, Which begs the question:
ps
T, Fs amols T, sho gt s o1 1w
Not

“Not the dog ot o whateve es youe been caling the poor
ting

moming around tree thity AM.

‘And again a o tiy.

And e thiy.

“Heent you ever had a dog’” she asked i exasperation

"No. And | don't vt this cne. Fu's ver, Lilah. You're taking him
back”

“Really?
adog?”

"S0 you den't know.”
“Donit know what?"



What hening a pet can add to your life.”
Pai and sufor
Sroslrtd ma ityg ok s horams i

thtcames vl o responilty of
Youdert ko stactmats
it fo oy e Shs i o rug,

9

“Thet made two of them
Andmesey can ek yu e oo i s s R”
“Actually,  the moment Im fesling plnty.” he sai
‘Agein her gaze fickered downwerd, past is cnesxwms \ap,vlsvs
the sheot was podle, Two igh spats of colr appear
checks, s

"(es * Shelifed her chin. “Gond-bye, M. No-Stings.”

mmﬂwg e s
V. Saty7”
o moni et s et

Vo e ety e, ot apernty il sexte?
165 a smal tonn. And actually, | have thvee exes, i you st

Know.
“Fine, Three. My point i that s a comfort fo you, haning famiar
and | ot that. But| totying
hings orstetching yoursa. You e your o safe, Liah
agai

ofis.
“Sale,” she repealed in disbeliel.
“Veah, When wes the las time you e this podunk town and saw.
the word?

that,
amowed her eyes.  came to help, ot be analyzed. Now do you want
m poporm”

wsy e of the bed, “This voud be a ot
o o st M oo’
e e s T e o g s

may ottt
s owr I8 she hggod the dog s The st iite
ot priodeciotin o o e A
mummured, and nuzzled him. ~You'e So sweel”
“The dog craned his neck and st raﬂyakrwmg gn troitte
shi. Bracy must o mace

and secur. I's a simpie hug or a kind word. A cuick cudde. | mean,
honestly, how hard s that?”

ureitl herd enough o pound nais, he thought iy

Sho thust the dog at im. “Practice whille Im here 501 can seo.
your technique.”

"1d rather practice with

She just looked at i, atactc she'd eamed from him,
oddammi e et he dog then nd,cerging him o s

inds, brought them nose to nose.

et e i TSy e echer A aknooon s bodand
leaned over him 10 press the dog to is chest. "Lk that”

 Her ot el o, Goging o i or s shdcer ans

‘against s jaw s she held his hands on

ety Taghin

e b oot iy o commend,oen ater

what he wanded, which vs (o oll Lih beneaih him 0 show her
cusding. "Maybe we can cal it sometfing othor than cudding” be

0 keep

had setled quitly on his chest, \wmrg i Rl 5 e
puppy-cog eyes slowly.
e 2t s 1 g, Y v gt o boKeking .
“See?” Lich said. L works.”

“Yeah, now that | hae o get up. I supposed 0 go uming with
yed

“Their eyes comected, and as if she suddenly ealized she'd gotien
i bed and was leaning over fim, sh hopped up and nearty fall to

fouokay”
neog:shesad g v e oo
Now o' cicen; homana
Ihaealol

e s gting ot Veybo ho s cplod o pan

“Tney couid b be ke by now. Yeah, he liked plan B. Ao
“You're ghing me mixed signal, Liah”
‘She dropped herforehead {0 is docr with an audbie thunk. 1 know!
mer”
ien you stio on a oo,y mo ko
My decision's made. I's courage Fm waiting on”
ot ket vy et oo 1 k. 5010 Yo7
il 1 the oor, <o ot o a hort . No.
me. And | shouid be scaring the hel o of you™ Sv\emmdmhm “m
il et youecoming She ok of end g
. her

Giving, h Se the sleeping g e (o im. When he mage (0
toss back the covers to ge outof bed, she squeaked and e,
ing his door.



He| realized she hadn't taken the damn dog. By
the time he got downsiairs she was gone, and stayed gone. Wrich, he.
himsalf severs times throughout the following hours, wes probably

knew her now, or at least he was starting to know her, And she

B
Yeah, she was the exact opposit fom him in that respect, but he.

town. A novely. A cersin. I would wear of, al o .
‘Any minute now.

‘Tt right Brady stood in font of is bed starng donn at the dog
In etum, the dog looked at the cefing. At the foor. Anywhere but at

Fiely By icke i up o rged i s o s Fero
we are
e o ol i e vasrt gt oo st

oed to"—esus—‘cuddie”
A

himselfbe

“Tnere,” he said,
onthe blanket between the freplace and the bed. “Stay. Sleep” Bracy

heartielt groan. Ho vas.
m—mms-m'mmmgsman'o\mmumrﬂsm
tp shadii s b stk e i s o
kness. “Tm begging you.
Tt dent ot
ing back the sheel, Brady dropped (o the floor and the very
ncswmuammsmduw\yu@d litorod with stcien
. a shir—all Brady’s.
hoﬂ]vma
aleacy. Dont el me you nesd more. Corme on, man,
Mevesymrsskesvec

S By cohed o and o oo o e crect. T
Bracy sighed,
o, slowly owered himself o the biarkels.
o b

e s, on tefor, By sqees i yes st and

Zone, which was staingto see ke i might b easir.
42 been to places tha lock at you as a s
ot e O ey, i n
cception”

There wasnt ancther sound.
Wiha s, oxhaustod gh By bogn 0 ot

g vero «mmmmnmmmmmmmm
ro what. He was stil on the foor, bu there s no vam lump on
135 chest. Sitingup wihut 8 Sound.he s h o e e
ofthe fucking bed. How he'd gotten up there was a mystery. possibly

by using the chest at the foo of the bed as a stepping
But that's not what Fa wken him. Puling on is jears, Brady

through the ot
onte Fei agan o crh o st e conte et

Kept there,
was, Dall and Adans with whatover force was necessary. Ho tumad to

‘snoxing. Shaking his head, Brady moed
ot o cpon rcepiin s ven dr an gy, e

i, Moing ey dong o shedovs o he el Brcy
stpped o hoopen dearviy. g

S0 v e o o g
i oo, s i o o cogcn e exaiin e
was Lih
e dogvas sy g Lo e e, s sho st
v im shospare Brcy a Quck .
“Hows the o too s she sked



Eight

Lih ook inthe s f By, unin i 51 e, sy
fipped o, and his hands shooters stance and though,
et ot wae e e lmm Holsht. She gt hae oen

fom stancing there so utety cmﬂ«e{y, sty Ws
Shooortiap it nthooatead

mmestmaskm = for et v o o s,
thundering sofast there viere
ok sy m posleriabito

st \ay‘asezlashsmd{smmgm nto the back of s jeans.
bafore stepping close o lend her

she couid betler see what she was doing, which she appreciated.
.
He nodded, looking alitle wom, a ite veary, and a whde ot

fough around the edges.
When he was tire, 3 he cleary was now, ¥s feaures were wary,
1

id something 0 he, ooking at him ke this, aimost .. no.
Vudnerable vz not the ight wor,
Accessibl.
Tm sory.” she said qiety. T should have et you know | v hore.”
Ho said nothing. Probatly il working through is adrenaline ush.

She suro as hel was. And it was to her shame that she hadnt
thought oftis. Of him. She shouid have thought about the fact that

Vo ot i it oo g 508 borg it e
el o e i v ittt G
certainly hadrit ost any of s skils.

‘Staring him e been bad.

but then again,
ull And i, all she couid think was that she surely looked like crap
i ber bagay sweats, and he looked

Hot

God, 50 very ery hot
Tearing her gaze off im, she put her mind 1o the task at hand. She

muzzie her and did, but now, t seemed) that might heve been a
mistake.

Lucky v in Lifais care for o days while her onner vas on a
business tp. As had happenad wice before, a porcupine had broken

level, and ended up in the room where Lucky had been crated for the:
e, e o ey ol nd persdhtepise
i had done e tar

pight playing doctor, nd she'd neary gotten shat by the sexiest, most

Qorgeous ight prower she'd ever seen.
“Those locse Lex's of s were thveatening toslp down his lean

higs, and the lack of shif was deeply distraciing. Smooth tarmed skin

 perecty fat,
tange of chest, shouders, and ams. Hs eyes, 5o sharp when he'd
first appearod, were going back 02 leopy 100k His hair was mussed

his

D storg s and o
by Josus, thoso arms. That whole body. It vas
compioly iiera pong e 10 o, o sho coudnt

e Yaucong oy nybig? she ol ot

o sider alarglook. ues faly s

Sho g e okt o et kevy Yo heve me i

v o doulsspavn, Soeiing prsona i bt can 6010 el
You here 5o youlget the hell out?"

ot g ke b gt 1 atcgh o e

Yo vakd b maragod Yours oot s
ing hedra\hshegmdwlhmngm
ot v el o . .ol Sy, oSO

it made her want o run hr tongue cuer exery ndertion and then
Some. “And youe good with . - well just abou exerything.” she said
Well, except cuding:

Hetshed s alok e vs o mately e o st

9. 1t
bl nstead it made her nipples coniractin reedy antcipation. She
busiod hersolfwith parting Lucky's fur {0 get a bator ook at the frst
Qi

inegar over Lucky’s punctured skin. Lucky whined
0 L dher o 1 st bk ercip o
gatehly.

e

Warm and s
Lucky ves gmm \ow i ettt showing e toth waying
Liah. The dog vias olde, around nine, and usually sweee than

rolssos wich e s deion 0 s vt come
n A
o betind Lucky's s tecth and casped tho
mg.nmdmns i hends, hlding her Stil. Why tho inogar?
fomers il oy ks nio i e it
s Lucky, Liah snped he-
ﬂrslmmaxammehal
The dog wined and Brady xmmmmsymm “Youre
cutting them o let out some of the air,” he gues



"“Yes." She forced her attention back to Lucky, using pliers to get a
‘go0d i on the qull as cioso 1o the dog's flesh as possible, and

pul

Tl sidat

sml ek e eiing dog,Brady b low o urmur o e
oty

sh asked.
Ho smied.

too. tings yourt
Brady’s eyes were st amused, sugoesting maybe he knew where

‘ssi
i Arce s Hoitd ring o co oro
‘comfortably hold Lucky fo her, and L
Brady’ excopt for
i sids, uhere aong, jagged scar ran flom his ampit down o his
ibs. R vas a fow shades I\ghteﬂhm Tis e ki tone, sy
tha it was atIeast a fow yeers ol There were other scars as wel, but

polhir
i e e, i i ot rs wihk Pt egpaion
Hor fingers tched to oucht to socthe him, wich would bo a i

it e tyng o soothe i, rtamed o
happened?”she. asually as she coud, pouring Wnegar over

fsotpfirieyecedapyrtfoomitertocihi i

15 000 o those youoouelme -

o fally
ywm«wmm ey
ik e is s, Ho s gt
i yo spont s e n Aoniin: S o sty
veding ad o s
" flew medical chappers.
Andin
'Saxmo ting, | s good at the hot spots.”

things, bringing pecple in and oul on a dally basis, constantly in more
danger then she could possibly imagine. “Does it sil urt?” she asked
as she pulled out the gl

!

How—
*A machete. His oice was easy enough, but she heard the steel
undertone—h was done taking about (.

o
place;” she said soly after yet another quiet mome.
Ho'let out a low sound o
oy must think I pretty nate and shetered.”

No.
“But you do think | e sefe”
He didit answer, and lfting her gaze, she med s, which was.
byt van. R somed inpossi et he cad o it

st utsidath oxam oam dcr, th st ot crior was dark,
il vith shadons. Not inthe exam room, which flt ... close.
Intimate.

a1 shesad oo .| rowpln s netrse

town with my grandma and good rends, and i's aways been a
Gombotabi i o mo. A iy sal.
I suts you.

Tt d\dnlﬂvnyx she said wryly. By the time | gracted igh
‘schod, was chormping a the b o get ut of town and fr he real

He smiled nterested. *So did you?”
“Iwent to UNLV. Ummlymlas Vegas.®

-
* she ogreed
soor sk vs e ot of my dment. L b n o

the whole ol
i s b youtdl me yoamede your ttenty
ing  stipper?” he asked hopefuly.

hes o, ko, Y phone sex operal
S She oo s, e g bocaus e

"o spressionuned saus. Reating un posickes aiose
strand ofhai off hr jaw. “Sometring happene o

mean anyihing to|
L Bidd Yo ke outeinking 1 el st a vy b
"Voulem\ud{ then. I love boring oid
e e Vi byt s
\mbugmg‘mm\m\dymwm westions.
“True, he said stroking poor Lucky 10 keep her caim. ‘But | ke to
listen toyou”

shoukdntbe. She supposed sho coud al im it mare. 1ot
accopiod onaschalarshp it he nimal scionc pragam-
becomea

it O —

State, e | i the opposite.”
i oy o B0
ot loned o schlsi, sl o chico—t oot
- She hadn't boen ablo o keep f, Lfortunat
e g e g s gt ick o had aredup coming

scholarship
Oy, ol et al e s e g g ekt

erd Vs v 3 oo sk sho dove “and smﬂldahm-
i good memories sh could summon. B for
e e o et e o e s



ina small ranch own.”
Liah had boan extremely determine o gat out and e, Never look
Ml ey shedpemad to ok backa e, Ater ol thers vers
nd her grandima, bl in those years, she'd been an
K)eehsl s G ey Secrere o
in the same, locked in time, safe inthe capsule that vs

Wrich hadt happened.
*Iwas gring o make something of mysef” she said, acjusting the

1 g i to get a callege:
agyoo and do something with my I

Wrich sho'd pretty much biown o all courts

"So what happened?” he asked quely when she stopped talking

Shesmaged
g fis head, he stuced her for  long morment. “Youre leaving
mmemysm

e, becatise she was prety sure she
cwﬂd\ i o i \osmnam She wasnt ready for hat.
Qs o remoie. "Maybe s your tum total me juicy SL.
7

Wy ks yo st S

‘"(a/ sy oo vy camg” o ssg
foah, yeah.
[rreptuoirt oo

His eyes sid her way. "You tirk there's some deep, cark reason?”
And i

sinon a stick. "You owe me 2 secre,” she reminded him,
That got her nhing Sk aitte s
o s sk T’ o e sometingyoucan el e

Apparenlly
RS siys rowp g sho s kv it

tosettledown in one spal

their moxths s,
I think s more that hey don't see us a5 a good "
oo osad

have no dea. And m nct looking fora darn fing, Bacy. Any
more than you'e looking o e cne.
He studied her. “Wha are you looking for?
e A o oy oo wih somee o gl
e sho said wihaut hestaton.
He took the vinegar and poured it cver thelast uil.

Lucky, caliing her wih s quiet e, assting her
ey iilediti oot i
head. I a short e bet ot best”

Mo | vastt coridaringyou oy i sy ekt |
0 ot exact)
o o sty wyy. Y Home hr gz, Bt wo bth
kot e’ o cne o et ncun i o you”
caugt. He did ven her. No?”
iy o it e ey i o &
pretzel tory o nspect the.

o ya resisng th g 0 chock o damago s wel, i
hersalf. That el read her vas stating, | am cordert,
Sk . A b e B 1 e oyl it g Sl
s, ke bong arhors S et s gaze eyt oucant
understand that because you'e never done the anchor hing

“Sunshine is really you anchor”
“The pecpie in . yes.

Sho rased me. She ded two.

¥ e, but untl then wo were a unit.” Her
\nice had gone 3 it husky. That whole awt time in her fe—csing
her grancr ing, Tyler—uas stilvry hard

oryaneyou know's n your un”Ho ashed asma s s
st

you { egpens o o
"Ny mom m,ma Squatting low, she

ntbed Lucky ‘sm ot i 2 o
‘Naamnd“Smkmmwcewesﬂalmemlv:sm\ohe(

ather, but he desened o less. He'd walked away before her mol

"Solet me see il get tis igh,” he said. For the most part, peopie
staynyouf e oo o

e
ke 3o ko s sourtronener “Wha it you?
ing here, | was the only one inmy lfe” He strugged.

Easior ot w
about safe”
hoked o alugh Yoo ik my ol sok”
i o sy 054 o ol Yes. ves 1o She
paused, vatching him touch a finger to hs
Rising.she took i hend between hers. ~You gt oy ™
s

"No, but i will be" With o cea what was.
st vt 1t 1 oo s o s . T . 0 500
e
Howent very sl “Whl was tha
Tomate toter Shelmsdhsmeed | cosed e s btneen
tramardissed on comor oI s
(7 ho asked, his husky.
e e ioec e e s e o working”
g igtere” He s ams ran et ern 1
and ook over, kissing her ong and wet and deep, and by
mel-mehe\medh head, she was shake o the core.
“And now7"

Tk bt e esching o hor aant 2 a e



He wes already moung up the stairs. “Stay here.”
‘She and Lucky followed im, 50 close on I hees tha she nearly

lof. Her hands sl up s back for balance, encourtering wa ski,
‘smooth sleek muscle.

*Shi,"Brady sad.
1m sory, 1 She yanked her fingers back, but he shock s hea
T
g ot e s, she g g1 o Tt
i ndaing a g i il hoves o

At u\ah s foot, Lucky whined.

e e s ot - By sl
Lot e o o e s .oy e
Mo i she kot

g Tkl cose. O you e ne ety e leboy”
v you can sprk e e By g, When areyou

I ot o\ e i T

"Aw. A bg, ough guy ke you, affic of one leeny tiny dog.”She

s
25 b, Lucky jined him. They snfld cach cthers ind ends and
setted

“That's not one teeny tiny dog.” Brady said, saring a Tuirkles.
“Tnat. And besides, I

‘She smied. You
ot voud ol o
Bt ot ahing a 1, gme i a o stac er
rd ches

e nisagans s o
head when she continued to g at him. She couidnt

he(p o she mam it s

W,mg

ook s . Wiy, Lih s hays somting”

ot ight before. Im restiess and o
u‘edsembﬂmsaﬂemm

o~ tepngiio i, he Kased i, s Kssed i o she

siness, fime she puiled back,

e ot sy o you1 oty 5 . 00 43,

rash and stupid decisions, and ifd been unanimous.
“Lieh—

"Sth."she said. “Dont be aaid ll be gentl




"o tock and

e Lickyfoned ke, et cfthm sitig ey sl anc at
et oy for e

e 500 o med 0 th b, wharef e cssed
bsm\l\ﬂwss any indicaton, Brady had been restessly sleeping, f at

* e said,
ber. "You must be ho.”

Yes. Yes, she was.

ot

\ sohol.
‘Sheid boen sieeping in just a lcy tank and matching partes, bul
‘when Lucky had goften huet, She'd throm on an old pai of swoats,

too bi.
planned on a secuction, but thal’ exactly what she wanied. A
sedoion Anig i assion ad e

she knew

s e v AR 1 v P
ofthem knoning exacly what this was, and wht it asn. When the

away vitha smile on er face

*want you,"he said, and stroked a finge over her shouicer, evoking
a shivr. T usually put what | need ahead o what | wart, bu with you
the e blurs.” He lipped an am around her waist, Gpging his head to
press his mouth against her jaw.

‘Sho had to clear er froat 0 spock. | want you, 100 And neodod
him. Lod. how
He ran s talented mouth up the side ofher neck.
Jow e ey v 50 s i Dot e o

Be sure. This is unke you, and a bad dea (0 booL”
It foes ko great idea,” sho

Alow laugh escaped him, sturbing the hair at her temglo.
“Crrist,Lizh." s other hand pushed her eir ut o his viay and
en fi Peck,

e, meking her shiver, Tell me

ey e ok ot o o
him, the i aroused her, ma
you cold?” he asked against her skin

No. HoL.” She wanted—noeded—s hand to move, sther north or

sauth
e fnlly whispered, only to break of wih @ moan when

then back, the rasp of metal on meta ling the room as he sid the
zigper doan. "Tis needs to.go,he said, and urged  offher
Shoulders.
ool et e ik e e, by
ondained her breasts, which were
00 hr o By mmsmamgm Hs
hand skimmed up her belly agai, is thumb tracing

o her elbows, pressing s mouth o her shouider
said in @ cice gone so low in timbre as o be amost inaudble.

Undenwear maiches.
With a rough grow, he ipped ather shouide and paimed her
et gining s roctn ko e
s o s il st ot ot bk
«umms« T pictured this wi youlie up o the
ot o iy o i e s

hes hardened ni
"You\e!meknow He e er oo ho s or

ot gt R g

Hs eyes were dark and heated and on her. Unwenering. Fierce.
Protectie.

Ve ves btk eyl bt i v b (s b

admitted. ‘Bt
oo S epedwi o o s Lo 1 ks
of bor fingers brushing agains the smooth, taut $kin o s abs, wich
wast idged

Liah- Hs fingers speared into he hair, hkding he hea in is big
peims as he searched her gaze fo God krew what. ‘Howlong s a
ongtime?”

3t e s st o gtingon ke
a1 e o srg ok e I grzad e

catee e ok ke g o B et e
ausing a rush of heat to siide south.

s did her sweals.

“They slid south ight of her hips and onto the floo.

ek et byt prtes ot de e o cami

ey herdkned rippis thten ven rter. What comes next
Lian?’
et sl e covn s, Yaumen . voudort
5 sof chuckle rased goose bumps on her skin. “This is your
sho« Youcal the shots.”
“The thoughlofdoing just tha, in efect bossing this big, tough edgy

ito is eyes
Just easing “Realy? fmin charge?”

o S Yo ‘She vis in cherge f thal's what she
vaned Youshat hesaene

“Wrat | ake ackantage?”

D a et g e s, Yt ging o ko

she

adhantage of me, Liah7"
His tone suggested that would be ckay wih him, very okay. His
side of her head, pr




Hight to hers.
o s Ecoytor e she i gt
take adkantage of
«m'mmmymmm’m s my tum next,
et ooy
boy. “M—maybe ve shoud stat eas
Helwwed sl o aaad v Sich m\eﬂess thather
hear quivered. Easy works
T et 'A\'Emls\?-nam\shp'nlmmps
s tongue across her ippl.
‘Smu o rice B4 .m\ry T ol Tl bt e, o
clothes—God." e sucked her into his

oot e’
H s horca e, ad e Wi, ensid
legs. ‘Dot st

his mouth, bt he.
e o ook 3 e, WAl ot v Eiwhere: 500

e
S| o tre”
“Yes.”Her eyes closed 2 his finges stroked her et fesh. Tipping
Per e . e ciodcut and e o e ke
ber. Il was all she cou
e e homt ety g bt vt 0l o,
e,y et s v mol ot s s, e

mouth, et i gumﬂ sl agare
Easy, her,puling back to blow on her rippe.
i sk e A ah el ke bt Xl e

pping
him as crazy as he was making her. She reached fr the remaining
on i Lew's, foaing is abs clench as she riped open the

jears.

He was commando, and

Uiing e i, o ke g yes, i veredllod o
e, buming th s

i stoppi

o e e over St 5 et aacty ko geting bck on

better.
Sreleo atrean. v ey eing o syt Sre

shoved the jeans down his

Hing s back U, o ised hs i an dee, They iked
ther fallen clothes avay while s mouth continued to ciaim e, rough

ertic.

Inside me,”she whispered. “On please. Pleass, get inside m.
‘She backed him to the bed and showed him orlo . He arched his
brow, bt stetched out on is back.

Gloriously nak

Slorously arased.

“Cor here,” he said, and gawe her a nger ook
Forgeting that she was supposed o be the one with the orders

el of him beneath her,a the viay his hands sl over her ips,
cappig er s, indng e st e
D01 need a condom’” he asked, and sho went stil, her mauth

allng open.

Howcauid she haxe so thoughtfly lost herself as to forget birth
control?

‘Avry sl toushed his mouth. “You don' hae one?”

Nolbortyorr

raifsob,
oo s s cant bl
Some stashed, does that count?”

e et o v

i o o s vl a o i hod. ot aking
his hands; of he.

Leaning over him, she cpened the dravier and found a stack of

‘condoms. Probably Adant's. “Trat wias moan,”sho told him, sucking

a strong pul, she decided o foge him.
reached for the condom in hex fingers and tre it open. She took

1 begoing ot
s stil smifing smugly about that vhen shefted Up and
oy b ey
But i al backfred on her when the fee o hm stetching her was
panting

deeper y in iace,
ber ips.

Aornsabna

“Thought youid never ask." He rolld her beneath fim
et 0 mees bt e e gt K310 1 1 v
bome.

1 thought | was i chrge,” she managed o say, hor hands giding
Ut scios o s B
"My tr

ind. Combined with his taented mouth on a clewr
Calloused Ao o 50 gy g her o a6t e s
2 goner, and she burst into orgasm with a started cry.
“Again.” ho demanded while she was stil rying to put herselfback.

ioowitsyor tunandl”sh e, Bu s

1 don't take diection as wel s you do.” He thust deeper now, hrde;

g bk oo sl et brly i e, Tl

Rt G o . K was cman, 1 s ccsacy he o .
taking her on  idefike she'd noer experienced befor.

“| know." Pushing up to his knees, he cragaed her up with him so



Stk sho et v kroun sho i andsho e bck, oy
ut lost in the sensations,lost in .
Siding n;mm:mnmmr Yt et sty ey
into her eyes. Hs mouth came dow on hers, hot and,
Pty muh et Tt rimoatHis hmds el mdm her,
‘competely contoling the movements,
i e 1 et et e e s
e s o e o s, ek ks s o
moved against breath ves hot on her
ok e me\hscrﬁwvalurqnamm e i e e
higs olled nto
Ooenvmeyes Hs vics crsseder o oy o et
roughened hands did. “Open your eyes and come vi
i ot s s a6 o S cpec hor
eyes, ocked them o fis, and her world exploded. Gripping her i,
e thust hard inside her, incing his own long, silnt rlease.
Ty issed rough e st rugh and desp o ey b
‘came down from the high. Then he gentied the connection, soly
eions o 1o s o ko o e e

i
“They callapsed together nto the mtfress, Liiah's bones were
hst

bike," she tod him. stil tembling.
ool e it i sharing his bady hest,
it o i G il o b
bt e ,pling Lot tam
momnrelyskes - shobgen, e sl e
Tt g ot hly ke, 5 Gy
Wy ek, oy s 1 p b b

condomt?
Youdreeseen
v o g, ten ol f e o and
vamsmd o th bairoom.
when ho came back ou, viatching is very e ass

about the cudde g
He puled on hisjeans even though he was stil sem-hard. He

Kowan s g, kg i a cargarots, ey ok bo gowih e fct
that he v clearly ready fo another rur

e

touched ber everywhere hi

o elos o 1o b ot kr\ees bumped the matress.

AT ho s, voco gy o
Yes lease” S cugped 2 doty oo th ors. “Who ets

tobe in cherge this time?

e, bis body relaxing ito hers. Sprawing over the 10p of ber, e

fag,Kssing e scly. “Whatam | gong o o with youT
e asked tha question

S dnt m troasier
“Nelther everal coas.”
SR ot o o e el s e presseis

I there. I was tinking you might”



Ho woke up alone. Lilah had rocked his word once, twice .. he

leaned e the b 0 coun empty condom wapper .. s s,
she'd

ke ot e

Tt vas sl ol My oun b ek the . o wes

in compile ageemen, and cked Bracy's i
ot By s gt zcmeceoen

hinks about petting you, you drop and expose your Kibie and bis.
mmme«mms 221 s . Yo e 2 dar 6

Sy, ‘9004 point;” e scid,shaking is head. “You ae a dog. And

eplaying
foce. As somaene who'd forced himsel o in
hek ot f i s sy
fescina

oo s sy fscraig efd ot boen a1 et
encugh o er, o of or body wrifing boneath Nk, ot of e st
Siohs, hor st ertastc - And then ther'd beon e iy she'd

oo

bagged.
‘Great. And now he ws hard.

Again
il
1 s becoming  papete prtim.
o pinin my a5, you kot By ol
shovies ot on s copes, el i e e,
He'd boughl the bare minimu o the grocery stre, which inciuded

ruked them.
Hold e mado a fow for Liah, (00, @xcopt, on yeah, shaid et
(Crrist and sheid boen igh (o do 50. One ight, that’s al she'd
warted. Hel, one right as all he wanted as well

thvee times?
Because he was brooding abau he doing to hm what hed dore o
Wrich setlled it
head examined. A beautit, passionate woman had had her merry

face the awkward moming afer, and he was bitching about . need
mertal Pelp”

Al
“Noconmerts fom hopend oo
oty i s ke 1 chops, making By
g iy et b o i o, pmu._u-qmm
the hungry. Bracly had beon the auick. "No. I's bad for
‘Athough the thing dd appear o heve a stormach of fon. Brady ate

im. “What is
‘Sunstino anywiay? Youro al etemal optimists”

g iscamera an th lash,they waked. The meaciw
betveon et Hnenar i o s e il of e,
tamarack, and i-and e been callng o im or
o ks, &y 7. e DAy
evrything 25 Brady ook icurs.

ale, the sky such a pure bus t amost hurt o ook at 1, a single
coton pffof  coud fating laziy by. The righ hd beenchily, but

e, T bt et o oo, sl oo cir
of creamy whito fs atop a stalk. The salks were as tal s v foot,

stand tal to the broeze.
Ao catany ks aruh totand o t0the g who

bounded wil wberance through them 1o ge o theIzke. The
o v 3 S0k g, sl sy o, K g

bighom sheep and a mounkain amb grazing at he edge, bu al was.
Quie tis moming-—no doubt n tharks {0 the mutt snfing
poucing on anything thet moed, inclucing s onn il
it
But the dog's oy of the morming couldnt be contained, and Brady

possum and came high-ailing it back, oyes wide wi toror as ho hid
batind Brady's

Puling the camera away from his face, Brady eyed the sily dog
‘and shook his head. “Thal was allyou, soldier. Dorit write check
your ass cant cash.”
‘Afer recoveting, the dog headed back 10 the lake's ecige and drank.
7l vaors o B sa. Nowyoo gorg 'l nlow
e bt 01 oy et e
Totall unconcemed, the
‘ns\usmswmmcmm\m\:nﬁwmmamyﬂlusﬂw
10101 owerand expose that belly
Wm«msadm\wxmmﬂmwxmgmmmw

Gy stred t rim Lt mo o s scagt. voucant siop
barking fo sae your own e, bt you can rll over?

“Wno'd belewe tha v found Bracy illr, ex-amy ranger and al
around bacss, talking 10 @ dog

vl who's coming up befind you.
"1t ot i hal you e bocaing human you know” Adom
said, caming up slcngside him. “Talking o your dog”
lowered the camera and squafed {0 ub said dogis belly.
fou think Fm ot humen'”
ik vk v ot Adam ke coun 0 andked
the dog witt “He's got you trained, | see.



Brady Useless totry o deny the tnth.
Liah o me sho broke into the contor lastright.”
ias used 0 the qick subject chango when it cams to
Adam. Adam 't vaste words. She dd”
“You see her?”
Actually, Brady had seen a whole hll o a ot of es, but he ket

e, but he was feeing mellow and it want to o there, “Yea, |
Sawher”

it oy it with Lish, o s Lich e o i, afich

By oty dvbi ey v g, ey U s ot ves

home to them ke no other. They d g
Mmlkmewnmwlwlw@wﬂnwlem\dm

him of Liah, but he dien.
Hows the Bell coming?” Adam asked instead.
*Its neary there- You ready (o be id of me?”

ot Fmlooing bk s it

1 ane your helicopter” As for is
e s o ot e ey <ot s v
broke his werd. He tumed to ook into the vioods, because s
Was coming Maybe a mob of someones gen the noise.

St hot, 23 Tt so kil ok ks, anda
et Bracy s 5 s came (23 5
ngmn-mm

My
S«esm\sdlmsmﬂedamnvmdhsdmma\am
orgasms I
ot R s s S it rere
“You ook amazing oo,” Bracy s, ot taking s eyes of
o el 5o i s i pose Tt ot kg
i

T ey ve caid e 8 e Lih sked i
‘Adam locked peined. “Cst.
o g e ho i | ant i Brcy
Pk Acam e aain, ceaty g Liasrespnse, o
with along,levellock at Brady, he
mmnsmqsnma\lﬂemsﬁddllhem
oo A e i e Stttk of e G g oy Lt
I e s, e g f b o

H

Sh s st cking a i, sing sweet, Gog

hed ever soen. “Should we talk about 17"

ratched his head, and she aughed. Aw, ook at you.” she
sid ey goty. e Hyanes 1ok sbot by ol eas 90
ahead.

1 Ho shook his head, bafled. "But you asked Adam toleae.”

and 6 just hat, withall the dogs entangied around ther legs, kissing

blood in is head, combined vith the unusual emoton called concem.
she "

roert el s she vhepred aaet i aveys
'hs\shuhlandas remember? Youte n the clear 50 you can

S Srvas i, 1o vt e, Ho crow i somo . Yo
really are cifrent, you
Ui S et s s 20 cortaos e ford insat
o v Vo st o e et
.m, shosaid il i

ot b, wsrer\a roally al that diflrent. Athough | thirk m
alitte more.

gt She g i wth s, Yoo Eoyor”
He binked. “You thrk Im

foutellme. | take. wmmydassmwxoﬂl\lwmhma
Pegiess an s Fncs,

" Vo rised atrow. e
She rudged him agan, loking layk and carn sexy whe she
. s ot oo, o decce.
ng. It was ey
o ke et ol ks sho s, il nyzing o

gass.
et sy, Arnarycase. s ity i o e
ifthat one s aut,

v o il spesng Enih? e s

Laugfing. she kissed him again, bioning bran csls e and right

. 3
he'd danced back withthe dogs and gone on her mery way, eavng

g
by a Mack truck.

Becauseya gk by v vho et g o thn
‘sex from you, and you

He didit exen know how {0 put words {0 wha he wanled



Eleven

1 can te thatyou tirk you know what you'e doing,”Dell tld Lish
afow days later Bt you don't”

in hor offico at the kennels, whero she'djust come in
fom the crugstore, Pening bought herse

el who'dlooked into the brown bag thinking she had something
ot had gten anuvepey e
daing.”sh sai, and hoped that s rue
s cru:n Dl said
crush on anything i two legs.”

ot i
‘Bmyssmwy she said. “Or you wouldn' have inited him

oo S 7ol ot
“No. Netfing good ever comes afte a but, Dal. | hate all buts.”
Except for Brady's. He had on really great butt.
"Bt Dol et patet,grring er sy s e s

oo s he vy doitn f  rsh, ol s ot n exicaton
date. At least we bolh know it~ Coming arcund her desk, she hugged
him tight and ushered him tothe coor. T going (o ba okay, and s0's.
o

When he was gone, Lizh opened a diferent caver with hes real
junkfood stash and dove to sorme cookies, and then a bag of
chocolate kisses, promising hersef that tnight shefd eat roccoli
Moy

‘Sho hadrit boen kidng—sho was cushing on Brady. I fct fsho.
losed her eyes, sha cauld st feel him deep fnside of er. She coud

‘She got rcused just thinking about .
‘Sheid wom him out, which had been a source of pride. Hed falen
asioe in her amns and she'd stene (o the beat of is heart meshing
with hers. Sheld watched him sioep, is ong, hic Iashes restng on

: Pletely eiaxed,
‘completely unanare of is suToundngs.
He was beaui, and i thal momen, he'd been hers. And perhaps.

his arms and out of s bed.

pest 3
Bol, her qing back and orth betweon the certer and the kemels, but
they'd been too busy totalk.

‘She eyed her vercronded desk and sighed. She and Cruz

o ececties, e oyl o calnd: o oo nd
bty vt 1t 0 ono ke o i o
‘Switching of kept tham sano, but mor mportant, mk»mmsmm

kiling each cther. But sh vished it ere Oz’ &
o was light erough it she o say
S 1 11 vk o sk s, Ho e
ing the thougt.

1m s Jodo s o e 0 got ot of e kor

ou o et 608 i ot scmo sefcaril Liah
What 6id you get nto7”
Ush sihed Byiog”

afer two hours inside the engine compartment of
tre B4 nd e Tk vt s el surset
Jxound e Bl he kg seacing he s rs, bt
prrsivieiihirlortigiors) and found Dol
it rocptos oo g s
*Canit fgure ot hor stupid systom.” Dal complained. “Tho woman

darmn th
e o By s You seim”
el e s head, eyes dazed. ‘Man, v seen fty today alone.
Naybe millon and fiy.”

Brady shook s head. My dog. Twinkies” he corrcted, saying the

mewhle s ering an o' gone, e you seen e
Dol had e By ekt my g ot ot
ancthe it he e o fom b Jack's sk "Ll

But Dol went cutsice anyay and stared waling the areas that
iy eyt el o o

ind the buiding. He vies a the
e o P bk el i Ca e a2 sl

andediporcogainin et of o B 47
"In here” Del called
Toien s oo it oot
Wiich nodcheves 10 sreds.

ol

Up'on o b wihad using o chast  a acker, bt you can get.
onto that chair and chenwthe hellaut of 7
Tnirkles hopped down and sat on fis lef boot, gazing up at him

.
“Cule” Dal said

Tt Ho st bt sk’ vt of st
“Shoul't haw e hm b alon in here” Dal paied Ou.

Lo Tt iy s iy b

5 s Yo spowatot Ak oy 7 i s 5
you, that youire untrinabie. And why are you alnays 50 0n ecge




‘about the little guy, anyway? He's a dog. A damn good one, 100.” He
e Tuinkles's head ondly. You just e (0 be tho boss of him,
s . Gt g o' . e

i sl 1otheforard exposed s bey 0 b srte

Brady shook
oo hksywv«xlmmomesaveuyww\d Dl crouched
igingly scratched Twinkles's belly.

Mwmmummmmammswmmm
o, stating gy a e Gosiroed

eyt s i e sy vt Dottt

Wiyt bompetativi i ik ot
funny as | o

ot S0, 10 Thghdy | o when s you e I 0

sml chuckiing, Del pulled out i cel phone, speed-ialed a
3 phone on spealer. A werman answered ith a
pmms\y it o et o you resd

o, 05 Easle(B«nW And your keys are on your desk.”
Dell Shook his head. “Now dain, | don't avays call you just
because I'e lost my ki
#fm sony, youre ight. You wallet's on your desk, to0, As for your
it back ik, oo cnyourown i tht e, . it Fimat

Deﬂ sighed. “Wh did we say about you and the whale poner-play

" tits g or Y agptoTime st onoworran i ou e
et yo canfsh a ml f o thmaop e penics”
il ginned. "l eally like t when you say ‘panties.” And for the
record, | knew where my keys and vt were:
"No'you gt
Oy, | G0, ' ok why T caling, Canyou
‘and e for me and Brady? O, and Adam, too,or hell bitch ke a

"You mean ‘Jade, villyou prety please bing us burgers and fies?"
B s i Tl A ke b o By,
poded o dnt et e kechup.”

“Can we please hane burgers and
fes?"

“You forgot the Thark you, Goddess Jade, but well work on tat.
Later, boss.”

y
dog and the stredded pct seat?”
¥l canit think on an empty stomach.”

s premisc. 2 vk e, By ot s a0 of ar e
the Bell 47 ready to . He'd s it towed oir to Smitty's, whero it

appearsd, a soft ust-foehim smile o her mouth f hed been Twinkles,
ted i ol o ard s by, st o rshad e
s ofons s andvethed hr vk o

Tt wret shfd b oking for. i an sy Soerdr
days.

Meybe because it el like more. Which mean he wes screwe
Hows your baby loday?” she as
My baby?"

“Youthink
mgm@gwmymmm aweslness?

ek s i . g e cou o,
reached for her hand, ntetwirig his ingers with hers, binging her
hand to his mauih o iss the paim. “You are my weakness, Lilah. Te.
one o oer|
‘She bit herloner ip and stared up a him, defiely dazed. Call m
sick, but he ke that, too. He'd besn watching hr tist he men in
er fe around her ite pirkie for two weeks now—Del, Adam, hell hall

Buthe dd

Ho know sho thought 1 was tough, but he tuth was, ho thought
the same about her. She handied her word and i i trowat hr, no
compains, no whiing.

Pyt sho gt (oo Moo ke acomplme. s il

haming, a devastaling combination he dscovered,
T upisedyou ke any woakiess 1 yoursl” e s
1 usually don't”
Sho sirdup a i, oyesspaking wih a st ardscting
s et et men g oo
jaw and then sl is hend Inoher har

e e S o e e T e . 16 e
it Closer

‘She came wilingy, her mouth opering a it n anticipaion of a
Kiss

what she warted, wha he
wanted, and brushed s ips ove hers. e thought about leaung here.
spte oy rmie (0 stay the o he sad ey, ey day

e thought about
e, iy you dort nrd 1wl avey o . she(ased,
ang upwa i batlom lp.

contact, he ripped hers back. 1 cuid leave, Don't ver
mtm\ Liah. Discipine runs
e faced and she tred to puil anay from him, but he held

ugm "B e sa, na-rameuucnssmpan words had put in

her eyes, ‘I not going

She looked at him for a ong beat, it er man By
Wellr

"I more ways than one.”

and drooped her forehead 1o his chest. Why do | like vou aaain?”



mumng\.ywtmnﬂ-dymﬂws Getin." He
ichad e o verd o heppl oo

Fx ook Liah e o 0w, O a st
part. Not the up part. Sho Gt love the up par

scoope Tunlsiofis ams. I ging o im et
Dol b riht bec

spot e i Jolrvrunocana beck. Lot Fim o e s
Dl crazy for the atemoon” Ho mowed tothe docr of the Bal.Turing
o e st v o o ot o e “Cone o

ope ot comiganr getingn. Yesh e k.
& e gl

i &g o St b oty it s s sy
shalstedtoy. Youvert matogo i

e lmoch e, shoshck or b,
He loked at her careuly. ~You'e not on shit now, ight? Cuz is
there?
s, Look. ddyoumemout asn. . a e Youre akirg me

ball of both teror and excitement.

"Yeah. | vt to test tings out. Wl fy into Baise, e arice
iner, and come back— He broke off an cocke s head. “You'e
afd”

“Dori be ricculous.” She wasnt afaid of anything. Well, except

maybe aditlng she vies aaid. s thl | can' just eke of. | have
sl locs ks kg o o sl v

Pow ast she could un back fo the

proiond

Uan’

o

e

ﬁmamgmcgenm “Boise s hours awey, Brady.

by

d
rg e, s evc bk e e, k7 Wit

smwl:tmlweﬁﬂlynmlyv: er away, she started mowr

hersef o

" he calledto her.
g ot on el i
10 fa0e him. He looked good. 50 darmn good.
S st ok i o v o ok o . shosa
gestuing 1 her work clothes of Carharts pants, a long-sloeied
layered with a shotsleesed ons, bt covered n animal . et
gt ke s s’ movey.
‘Whvvu“’shes e ams. “Because Im a mess.”
90 home, grab some gife clothes or whateer you neod, and

et go.
e cthes7 e ke wiha ket Whersam
supposed o got them,

il o kb s ot ook sry o ased. Woara
polato sack for ll | care—i's ust dinmes. And anywey., | ke you how
youlook”

Ot s ml hor it dovn 0.2 sl o 90
Fine. | need fen mind
problem.

her closet. In spte of compaining that she had no ge cothes, she
Y lonty.Ho st kooked e of e i sl S wiged o

¥he laghed ot e shed sughim she dooced and
Hafhona b . But rop, e wes thers, wallng

e o b0

“fyoulaugh at me.

* ho said, fising to s
race, an o uas 1, Th ves efntely ot o s ey,
et ot vy S o

“You \w«m-m\“m;uw\nsmsmuucammm

rendered her
o Shadkido k. she oy manage You shouk e

Like you wart— Sha cut herself offfom saying mare.” "Not ifyou

v mo o remerber i i i bccon s A it
locked a her for a long moment. ‘Nothing was set n stone,” he

JBtidcopefockboichichn



Twelve

g o, Lih oked et B sy, k2 srgo
o O o s 10 et 3 e st
s sy 10 etk i e o e

coud e rig Mw
‘Dot she o sl crjouh mgt . So vt e e
ok ok o5 v Stk 5 o e O God.

smwwunmummnmmmmwaw gpering him
waiching her.“Lets ge tis o with”she
outo a3 sicp0008 105 . e, haeing her o

air

route of Trumper's mother and said nothing at al.
Ho laughe, the sound soft and sexy, and reached owr to
e hand with . “Dorit wony,” he said, ipping switches on the
nstrument panel in hmlomm “Tie seen  quy do this once or tvice.
“On God” She clos
Arsngwmowaw
i, harg il ot o s o .
am, insioo. 1ot know
o o i Sk s haad. Har v g’ e
Pttt
o

ol s 0 6t hrfgors viend b, Sho red el o
tmm‘mlvagﬂgsﬁdmgmmeygﬂav
“You bresthing over there?” he ask
es? bl v ot ko Fly th et
0 oy
N uady
eyt et o, U

o
offthe ground. She'd had o idea how it woud fesl, b t looked as

stright through the lass, which mean everything i fot and around

her piot.
His sunglasses were sier mirored frames and gave noting of is
thoughts away. Though pilting  heficopter appeared to take al his
50t s Fnch et e o wara G s carpltly
i cortrol, aware of everything going on around ther the sky. the
nstruments, the ground, er. Her oyes were drawn time and time

i parfect corirol, Just ik when thay'd been in s bed and he'd
et uchrthe s ey o g s
head, he met her gaze, the very comers of is mouth
heraymm\gw‘v
He was far 00 sexy. She nesded a distraction for
st 70 o e eyt S, whero do
yogkoop alyar st
brows up. Whero i hat question come fro”
e s ot e i
et ot e an st s ot o esp ch st

et mote ston, 7

“Ves. Right afer"Aro the dorus two or one today "

Holaighod, Ty siml. My o s el by oun
for years now. When and f that changes, l iure out where home
base'is”

“Butuhy it your o your o

weiamshegﬁveﬂammmedmeamreslsm
edhe(s\oemhahps Wrat vs

ot o oty wrncomed hodo an sttt
thekmienais. T iaeda p a1 Ikfur e e etk
xen figher. 8o Amslia Earhat, she told

et bt i ek, Wy because hings e ended soel
or Amala. Choosing ot 10 think on tha 100 deeply. she pulled ut her
call phone.

o said.

abie o hear
Y need to text everyone my good-byes.”
Abig hand seled o hers. Inthe seal befind you, grab my bag”

He ficked of the lens cover and tumed it cn. Then he set 10 auto

“The moron oot
“Go for,” he said

She sared a im_"You vant me 0 take your picture”

T want you [0 take pictures of you

e o s ol s chloly st ettt

amazig ow. " s a dsiracion toohnique?”

S ——
camera on im.

essentias. Probably al sorts of ook, and a vty of weapons, and
‘maybe the secrets of his word
Last wesk, when she'd been at the loft and gotten him out of those

okt v 2 8 shed gt bekre s ez e

waiching ber.
Stod racad fr s anoyanos of e s, b med ok
that hor curiosity about him had anmused

kot sk s i o, ey oo c i Ak whetoer
you vant to
F Vaover?
Held just smiled at her.
4 etine s b o atreeth and i o N
at his perfocty fitod cargo pans.



fat o bbby
intie s now: e sy st in
sam.nﬂnkatashergmvamH an emergency st
ask you @ier et lonely? Up here in the a7
‘Lm!yhmu
“Frends. Fami
oot ey mmea\r he pointed out. *And anyway, there are
cell prones. E-mai
e v
" enertt made a habit of t, no.”
“Soymite saying et you  cretur of hait? You sck wih
routine?
wawmsugmammm “That's pew he mumured to
himsel, or 5ol seemed. “Creature of habil. Reutino. Neverboen
accusod of either boforo”™

“What about women?"
He glanced over at her. What about them?

“Horerityou ever wanted to change your e fo a woman?”
ATt sk ofdeapoiment v ough bt Youterar
“h.bammm e said it a small prvate smile. “More than

suemm r o

i e el o st T
neer been in

ey ol i ot et v
Byl s Yo, Lt scrs th et ™
Why?

lv-\hagzamﬂmdm ecmea i o by i
o dcp anc e vert o o

‘She could scarcely breal

e o e iy, bt Bk e i 28,

maze of mountains and valeys that included a national forest
Not 2 town or a paved road vies isble. There was somelring about

‘Sweet aroma of buming et el that was more ntoxicaing than
anything he'd xer experionc

T i e o widomes ves o utaod s i b
in the eaty 18005 when came trough. o coud e
\hemeslsnﬂhe"@fdlmswue(mssmbeyﬂﬂ countless

mckwma\j\sl about anywhere on earth caught his breath n a way.
e

nheeuwsrmmuamammnvm\db:m thefist

et e B o vl o vt
Unlike him, Liah vesnt smiing in sheer iessie. They'd it some.

agan
o e S o et eth. D ak o ffm okay
use | dort know. And we need to land soon,or | sweer 1 tick
Yt i the 120 Kitns 1t v ound a e e yestartsy.”

mmmnmyaqm\ymmmm«mm
someting ke We'eckay,ve'e ckay.He was bothproud and

dnched g, oyes cse. whente iyttt ooty
Sad. Wee in one pece.”
i o o, 00k k. an thon o vt
Ho et his heart squeeze even as he aughed. “Lish, Lish,look at

‘She tumed hes head and met his gaze, face st pale

‘good look at him. “Two things. One, i thered been even a sier of a

ey, 6 noer b brougtt
She st him thn o, e g i a s, tsting
‘smile. Youre right. | knesw that. What's the second thing?*
paused. “Ther's a probiem vith cne of the gauges.
v Oy Sh ekl Well st ot cr e e

o
Loaring close, he ran “We canty
v Hmomtwamm o et o s st
icence e i xed in no time:
fropieotigey Ik el ot o she v
[OSiethirtestotvod

her sofly. "Come on, Ameia. You looklike you need your foet frmly.
onthogound L' goca
‘She nodded but ddnt mose.
“Want me tof us to the restau
T A S o b, o o i o v

e shauiders, 6d them across the tammac and inside tho apor

‘p and needed an hour 1o locate the part Bracy needed. Instead of
waling, Brady got them a cab and they headed to town. At an outdoor
cal, they ate esh salmon and dank beer delhered i a metal
ke, ol uhle by sersrced by a oo e stng o rncn
ree. Afenward they window-shopped 25 the sun sef, walking

faurts, ctaly. U e Sy st veche o, s
uickly becoming a
“one of s merets you. she s e a bk

he ac

Wl v s T8 shpps i oo ppely ks
G- sha clamectwii s oo, o t0pp08 1 Fot o1 Shep
on

Instead of mecicine and varous sunchies, there wes lace and
silk. It was a linoerie Shoo. and there was tons of i, all disolaved and.



‘surrounded by . . . fluff. That was the only word he could think of.

ihere kg Ll i hen s ol hone g, s vtk T . |
need to take ths.” he told

“Nowres,”she| e, il ol ty o vindow iy
“Take your time.

Brody stepped a oot vy to tak. “Miler.”

"Got a job,"came the famiar o of Tony, his boss. “How soon
can you be in Samaiia? he-

“Tony always boomed. Probabiy because he'd ost fy percent of

' az ckad 0 i, 1000 p o1 . Nt
anytime
Wmmmﬁvms:wawmxmemm

couple of
- msa\s e v ping i By s “asin s
else

‘Buyscienoer dipod it
ho . He'd neve had areason to. And ho didit now,

tiny thong, both n a pale bl that voud mke
e S e e P oo i v o an e
qorgeousy.

Ho didnt wart (0 g0

leae,"Tony sad. Nothing specia, you said
e e o St -k b benis promise
sl nd Adam anded hono 1k e ofce o
Sait you were in o, Wl the uck's n deho?”
Sy ek b e
“Alh, Chist. Youre nof geing of the deep end and buying a ranch
are you?

H

o it sy ot e v ks you

Sty phomahd Sl tin s pocket, ghing Lisha

"t down ajob”
" just postooned it hat's al.

Well, wasnit that just the millon-dollr question Hs cell phone rang
in. The Boise aitpot maintenance department, When he vias done
VA et o, i s 1o e bbed  end e s . T
ot

Eodnovs i, o deccod, ot Jooking sure she varted ether.
e, trers i el o s
eyes narowed. “Then why did you ask?
“Because nomal people aiways want the bad nons frs,
"W tll mer”
“The part | neod for the Ball 47 worit b in n the moming ™
Hor i lpen. How ey possly gong o mak et

S sl i ey s Vs, Wi ica o, g
ot ub for all those sore muscles?”

How do you know | have Sore muscles'
Because e e e oo g, You
sor0”

Yl she s kg, Btk ol i sho sl ver e et o e

tre st Fralyste w\leamhscalwme " she sad o it
Merio o Vegas

T cpos o, el Tl s ier 1
pitihpesiriatioaenfioriy t get o ask why. Use

Yot Imaprstion. ot Sade’ Sh id e phono io et pocic and
locked Ko of  paton oyt s uy
ety \mymnsteeo o vomen af the same time?”
Heard that, did

v, s ety cam e

He just coult imagin what would possitly be keeping me, thal's

al
“Untuh, So tel me the tndh,”she sald. ‘Was this al a pianto get
ucky tonight”

the fight”
‘Sho thought about that. “Goad point,” sho docided, and lookod at
phon when it rang again,letting out a moan. "W  what a

shock,” she said vhen she Foll Cnz he's  tafele.

Were st sk vatrg o apat, g of o g e Tk
Shored her phone back nto her pocket and
How o g e Aot 8 P
“Yeah(7
1 don't want youto spend a ot of meney.”
rbknemmmytmngsm M\mm:mmﬂymgvmbarqa
burden to someone. | don care abo the maney.

" 7

Toon

i, ey squoczaderfnors. ot g

i an et ey e end s vodedroom el
boutique hotel that the restaurant had recommended. It hed a
oty oo p inkasous O Wast sl wih eatrrar e
. Ty el o by sl e comf e
shops before
e Bry s i o i for.sheraroued e yes
i Perthouse? Hos s pethouse barg ity
He shugged, then took her 0 the wide windows, where she Gaped



'skyline view of
vy o smwmmmmmwrwwkmm
o opuent psce
rorey o e
“But it must have cost  frure.
e o ot s, i, e whn

ere-ho gony st th s
t01is betoom. He had to, or hed have taken her ight
ey e coddt ot oy v gig o e

Puting her hands cn Hs stomach to push Him o ofthe way, she
walked in
‘o, Heleorabock st e oo sy or s

oojus! iofgbgestinfibintortitiofied
" sho'said.
8 i You ooy s
‘She nodded. R, Lsten, et o menicn ne mor ting et
i of eides i
ret?

ko dcp e n el eom. St Vel
‘Wratever.” She looked around the big fancy room. “Although yours
otk o scay a5 mna”

Ho arched a brow,

‘She retume his lock wih awms e smi. ol was hping
you wouldn't mind leting me in” she

e begming 1 ik h o e ern oy, ot ay

time, and inany place she wanied. H chopper, is hotel room, his
i

Hs fucking heart



Thirteen

Lilh wouid have lid money down on Brady hening her naked by
o, but he s il standing all he way across the room, leaning
back agains the hotel room door ust oking at er.

Sher.

the opposite with his actons, instead being generous and
i Gure v v s Hrgs o v o e

‘Sho wanted s hands on her. His mouth
Everyti

s there a problem?” she finaly asked him, unabie to hid the

jump my banes,” he said.
“Tha startled a laugh out o her. Yes. Yes, | belowe | 6" H st
it e, and she cocked he head. ‘And ook at you stancing o

ouFlo dat ect, Hovis god a e, e, o mking ercome it

oul and sy exacly what was on her ind. No games, not for Brady.
W e e "o sad, easing. 0 you need more

o i o shnet i frgarstrough s short i, ki
sta it up i ke o shud e loked s,
dicy

T ke ot o st

And
Ho was staring b down, 145 dark blue eyes Unveacabie n the

rying o comince him tha she v totaly ool and one hurdred
et nchirge of s shuson, hcnof e she st

Ve roasto k. h raly said.
Oncra. Thgmost rsaded v e n o Engishanuog0

was staring o fes a e beter about this talking thing
s You na torato”
ot otk of pur el cvoyance, andsho ol e

i oo

Do o 1 s o5 e s et 1

“Great.” She shrugged out ofher t0p, leaung her in atigerstriped
dombbr Shod ke nine o Vit Srt ih & oo
andit made er booe ok pet

He! oo e, “You're ot stening o me.”
T ot Sh cepes sk Youdortvar foboin
a elationship. Wrich s perfect bocause wha | wart dogsnt
ich athertranacondom, a m packing s e
Hevas s o e conco sl of e pcke. You
1t oo oy
“Thvee. You aro welcome.”
“You going to come any closer? Because | hae totell you, that

or me.” She grimed. You coud just vatch f you'd rather

He choked out alaugh,

“Or sit on your hands if youire absciutely deteined not o be a
pat ofthis.”

“That G . He shoved away flom the door and slonly stalked her
with the conidence cf a big widcat a the top of s food chain,
rowing o e s, pshe herbeck il hor g i e i

elegant, fancy bed beri

‘Swlmmymms’!‘mmoealedmsmscmsreumesedw
‘damp. Suddeny the room wes fesi
mmedw"\a/beswdwwtmugaahmslw o o st

e whi

. Ty s malh your b o asked g s oot o
the words in her ear, his hands going to her ips as it he.
ok e
ALt qick subjoct chenge, she ik Yes.
"Are they el

[ordiv i P pushodhor s e As shad
alreal leamed, once he vias in contr, he showed 10 mercy, and

the backs of er thighs 10 open them vider. “Yeah,” he said when he-

hint ofnaughty accusation. Wt
o

s s st o i, ot e
where his thumbs brushed over er center, maldng
e soun, e Sured (s s, Sk i b@h’mupm

long erjaing, zzlg o er . Lok t e
With of, she fted

o yar oy, !u;ad Ty dow ey tumed on
Ty rogonig ke

A bt Bmhmlwemn to er befors, eer

o e Py T 00 G Tty
S 25 hl o brarthen ny man she'd ever
Testosterone and danger cozed fom his every pore.

Even i bod, a5 she had good reason (o know:

e didnt hoid back. Not i e, and certairly ot n bed, where f
he el ke i, he coud lnger il she lost e mind 2 he touched and
kissed and ribbied and lc

sometines, e e o v, 00

bers. Ho mvwbw‘mk\ssmamﬁmm
ey oo g, ey voro

Vire o G stk s h e
e bellyHis fingers were roughened rom herd physica laber, binging



delicious shivers to her body s he tugged the straps of her bra off her
houiders. H kissed the plump of each breast beforo unhooking tho

ra and tossing it cver is shouider. Leaning in, h ficked his tongue

over a rippie and sid a hand nto her pantes, uneringly fncing her

happy spot
When she cried out he dragaed the ik down her legs,leang her

and she knew he couid see everyting he vianted
o * she whisperod.

2

s oLty 1t samedrecion s er o o
evaetaing vem o ol e
fo b v

. i s bk ioh
‘She flt hs breath siragaist

b gy o 1l ek, Lih e sid,and sparodher
foids withhis thumbs to put is motith on

he knewher body beter than she:
‘Sheid wanted the heal, she'd needed the escape, but she found
more, So much more, and her orgasm it herd and unexpected. When

per
her up. Even aftr sho stopped shucdoring, he lingered, binging

the
b, then tossed her on the maliress, crawing up her by, oyes
giteig, musce tene, i skin geang. Ko preacea s pands
ying to memerize her. She did the same, Ioing the vy s gaze it

her narme. And then thee vias how his body felt against er own, how
e made her fos
Wented.
Craed,

s

She pushed.
hi er, where she took her mouth on a tourover s pecs,
across his b, heading dowrward—

He reersed the posilons again.

ey, she said

Ho showed her the condorn n fis inges, the one ho'd snagged
fom ber.

“Oh,"she breathed. ke how you tirk.”
“Veah?” He knesled between her legs and rolied on the condom.
e going 1 realy ke what comes next.”He kissed her
e, ghdng ot e e st dan erat en e sl st
e, the swif of s tongue making her squiTn with the
Crubo oo o ot e g R e

thougs,
ingers in hr har, g her head 50 thal he coud hold her gaze 25 he
ol
o space between them, nolhing but plessie. Hs hands
sl e ik o ot chosks oo 53, g o

i hips. She gasped and cried ot a the same fime, arching against
him, focking up as he started 0 o inside he.
“Liah”

His eyes were fied and unvavering on her. She lost her breah just
locking at him, and sho ground hor ips 1o i, Lnabie 0 control
bersalf.

For once N onn contrl seemed compltely absent. Breathing
heavy, face tigh, he brough s mouth back (o hers as he trrust
deo, iping e, sucking ko e mouh "G youel good
wrzpped around me. So fucking good, Lih”

per s,

avery sexy, vy male sound fom him
'm hm’ sh: whispered.

som»eammrommnswos Spoken n passion, about s

g
But it it matter, her heart had its own agenda and hi
it

began 0 build ithin er as e kept monng, troing hard, harcer st
il sho e withshutaing rpect. aying out s rams, ang
it him. Ho pressed himselfeuen doeper, then stiled as he came.
it oo g, oopng them comio
“They staye tha way, locked together, for  long time, each of
them gaspang for ar, unable o say a word or move a musce, shaking

{hoi sices. Ho hd i s rund or, pperey st a5 cortent o
she o prolong their connaction. And as sha it of, she realizod

warm. Oparing her eyes, she realized she vas fco-rst in Bracy's
thoat,

Mk Ao e e o b

Sre v dopactcaly o cp o i glegndonam o
over is body like he was.

‘And that wasn't al.

Ho hat a grip o her, {00, 00 hand cuppingthe back of her head,
the other friy on her ass.

Hs breathing wes slow and doep and steady.




‘rubbed back and forth, knowing exactly when he came awake
s rsatng changad ey, she whisprec. Dont ook v, bt
cudding.

"o et e ass e ossessihey, kig or . S0
whaicha o

"Sloeping.” His voice was moring rough and gravelly and sexy s
hell. "But that's going fo change quickly.”

bencath him,
"Lt o s Ho Wi e oos nd mauh cting
Way she hadt seen fomfim before. You don't wank 10 weste o
last condom.

il et o 3 i, 517 s wispr

“Wrap yourlegs around me: g, utered in
o o ety ertae vicec .ot oot e loweg by
diecties avays e mi

16 s i vt o e e et s o o

them both.‘Are e going to—*
“On yeah”
“And then again?” she mumured hopefully, sucking n a breath
er

oar,
oflerhim anything, anytring he vianted
“Grody it g o e
When it came to him, o tis, she wes greedy. She
s grmy el

e reminded e “We uses the ciber a e
msaw Weumlegelm\

was good at creative. Reall, eally good. They.
Koo ok i oo Ot o e,

moans, i she coulnt ake th teasig any onger, Bracy.”
o v o vl e s e it o ey, T e
“More,”she said, making her own demends now. Hs big hands
gopedtorhios a\dﬂhedhsv\n & way tha pleased him, tugging a
fom deep e ot s, s sk oot
“Amything



Fourteen

1t was midday by the time Bracy replaced the gage on the Bell
o,

ass of vine fst,
‘She dened hat it helped, but e coud tell by how relaxed she

Hard (o tel.

‘She was cuiet hi time. Not so uusus for him, but absolutely
unusual for her. Halfway home, she tumed to him, nibbing on her
lower p.

Ho braced forthe vorst.

hotel room[ast it before 1—belore we ...” She grimaced. T ddnt
e o et you i s
That made i sk, Ve
Oy, e, 19, Bu 1 et hrt ———
Sid hera

S S i, copletay toertan, o bowoet &
you of of me;” he told her.

Tlove " he admitted. "And you know

" approtiate the sentiment, m\lm:hggn sy Youro eaing
‘soon | henen't frgotten. | wanted tis.”

“This von him another heartstopping smile, which he tod himself
was the vine.

1t s earty evening when they landed. Lilah had checked n with
Gz sovera imos, bt she stil heaced ight of o the kenndis to

maintenance, then walked across the meadow o Belle
ko vas ying b 15 ot Tt 03 gt

v bttt rzy whn e s Brcy, g v ollegin

ecstasy when Brady stooped low 10 ub the dog dow. He ried

reception but couldnt
it s ate closing time, and Dall and Adar were inthe parking ot

v zo0e. Haxing
the kennels for the day, Cruz was playing, oo, th three ofthem
taing thk e sy
mutered when he saw Brady. I’ these two
ity ool . 3 ey o Ko 0 b o o
Wele skirs.
Sy pecldof i st o e o
I less then two minutes both Dell and Cruz were pissed. “You can
el ndsgel 3 ’Wha\d\dywleam toplay.
because you were shit in igh sc
s e mawwawkawmmm payodin
thoamy iy i with o g iy i, Ty
players

et pessed e b1 im By cau . ke,

When the game endod, they were il sweating ke hookers ina
corisgiona, andAcam and By e v b . Ho tumed o g
i d her neck.

ek ray et e e of o e crter. etk

i el 10 560 if Tony wias sl pissod.
Hoas.

i gl sz s i man f -
e to that.
e T ——

Liah, eyes sil serous, and then yet cne more taken in the next
instant, when he'd softened for her, @ warm, caing smile in i eyes
and on his mouth,

ik thet, and et here he sal staing at
Iamadlake\m\mlmesdlheuew nd they weren' half
o s shots from the restaurant, of Lieh. She was
g ol oo oot Il st et o, bx oy
it up with pure foy.
e v an of it e el claty abotodinwecing
e yot e sl i on s o, bt ot v et
ot et et
ot i 6 1 et nhim T unger,

it shocka e ke rgng e d dpayd, o tumod o

the next group ofpicures, which vere of the baskelt

g acosep o i vty a1 Vein Yo e e 0 o
me down fom a ayur

o Gt mrent ' olzad i Liah s saning hero
acin,Hovis g with g g o o e, ooking e
catfoofane coud remanber o
Sk e oo o At St i, sllod
mmummmsmumm Needali.-he sad.
To7'

s atigsoach gt K pin s K tona
et v Ao oy Coock e nsh o a
nd check
A easonto keep his brain from fxaling on one Liah Young?
Check. check, and check.
“They spent he next six hours siaight n the mountins, prowding
assistance (o the search. The kid was localed, nol by them personally

on, which was just as salistying.
mlnemgmhsck ‘Adam looked over at Bragy. “About Liah.”
ist. Again?"



'Just one thing. Don't play her, men. She . . . she's been hut”
1the sutject matto hadin' boen so serous, Brady might v
laughed. Bacause he s Just beginning o relize the tndh: for once
he viasn' the one coing the playing.

Liah woke up the next moring o Sadie bumping he e Kty
nose ko hers.
Now”

i murmured. “The alarm hasit gone offyet.”

“Its ot time:
“Mewmemew

L
ofthe il guy' sistes but hadit yet ound i a home. He was
black, with 2 wite spot on top of i head tha locked like a it
cotton bal, and he fiked to be the boss of s werd, which

Liah pushed them both away and snugged down into her cowers.

o 1By ekl b wih i i ot by s or porone

upprtty good
v she ot o o sned(ylm\eheﬂl\z ot v § i pon
luslwddsa bu thal was hopefly the endorphins messing wih her
rr—
Dammit “You heve go o werk on your aersion o he sandbox,
sy Sagotg b Lich o pir of s and

forthe.
dmle:ﬁmdmmmwm\wﬂelm howr.
‘She caugt Boss belore! escape vith Sade. "You'e not
lite
porch. Msmambﬂgw"’!mh Wy s thero an amy cufil

Sag onmy et
&memammmmew a Boss gt
s e, or i, o e ok much
Ulah sa\mlhelwsleo\n Ihe&ﬂycm\ly moming, Boss in he(lﬂv
and the bag at her feet. Adam had been National Guard, not

gngersemoihglof iy smiocr et o
Insice the el bag vies fothy
pirk colr, fom the P?\Iﬂﬁl?ymBuu o il cocp o
lotions and..... the prety biuelingerie she'd been drooing over i the
i sy prgifiredl it

S g, o as e et o Hoat ol clan
vy, sho ot her ponean caled By Vo, St
Hovas

i g yairo my Scret St shesad. Y cant Inogne
Oz of Nok kg u i org-—

the phone and she smiled. “Thark you,
she said ‘Sl i . h soaps s, 1. 0 Shout

ke th way you sy st
e cacot et

s you You make me hungy Liah”

oulrow: she e, Yo dont b many wors, i you
‘seem {0 make the most of the ones you

o g0 1 waor s hong tocy

“You are sucha guy.”

ot slenc s conrai, ashe o sl s e an
idil,all done on her

et oy, 6 sy, ik

A0 she ki sho eakd ot 1. S0 you rund. By

e e o oe Kt o oty v

‘She closed her phone. “fm not faling for him,” she tcd Boss, and

Faling and faling hard.

“Thet right she crove 10 Delf's house for their morihy poke right
Dl e in town i a house hed recenty fed up or imsel. To
Liah's surprse, she found Brady already seated at the big oundtabl.

his mouth.
Which had the sexiest scowl on t shed ever seen.
Amused—an more—she plopped down beside hm. *Heard about
your day, Ace”

i s ssid o Adm,who s,
“Five-card craw: Aﬂm\shlﬂamm@khkearm “And he had

g i o gk o e o
went with Dell on ounds. They viere unabie o sae M. Willams's dog

ity cat ie, and as a bonus, on the way home, hey headed ot to
‘aranch and had to euthanize a horse wih a broken
It was just sfi luck,” Dell said, studying his carcs, tapring the
el o el houes ok, Nocre it
Isssod insomo chips, Falsoyou
“Fuck’ Adom sad conersaloraly. i akinnis o

mummmmsﬁwm:mmm “Best pat s his new

T o ot By, whovs king . Wt s 17
Nothing” Brady said, and adjusted s ha even lower over his face.

Death” Adam seid, and flashed a rare
“Wrat?” Liah burst ot laughing. "Ave you kicling me?’
e e nBrdy s o e nd A ock i o

00 0ne wents him {0 go along on cut-calls anymore, no
atr o by ey need Dl



Everyone but Brady cracked up. He just swore, with a coloril

may

o e b s et g, s o her e,
e remained sconiing s eyes heated. He saw rght

v-w her, she reaiized, not knowing whether 0 be embarrassed o

o sotiod roan
oy ey v ot s e Ot ko o e
sk cown L ers. ‘Purting roblms
e cab e o s s S kg Gt oo
e ld plce ridculously. Forone thing, i was all she hed of her

gandima, and it ves filed with pecious mermories that not evon bad
plumbing coud erase.
For ancthe, it was her oly cption, given tha the money she made

yer ekt businss o lover o . Notng cant
te"
‘hlsh you need to—

Yeah, know:
140 et 1 et et e, o, S v

now” Wel v of Bracy stucying her, sho smie. Duct tape s
s bes -

m shook his head
Sy o il o t her. Sowy i ez cpped. kigin
hex clothes, probably wondering if sho vzs wearing the ingerie. She.

Skin
Her cell phons buzzed with a forwarded call from the offce ine, the.

Vs Sandemeyer's wice.
Somecns it g e ddey e o n e iy
ddqunery oce She ed on tho skt oftown it of
Do a0 oy o seot 10 e oy

and reluctantly fided her cards. “Tm out.

“Bm \lsjuslgetlmgoed ot corpisos
“He thinks he's about 1o Kick our asses”
T 1 1500w
oS Lihrese. Wich s ook vt ot s K. |
e oo, Srcne durped acoof e foevey aga

“psehoes: Dot s o carc, U
Brady stood . Tl go
“Nowares, Ml cal G ko vt i s ‘s

‘Shefe iz Adam sad sy, s is b
o paiBrcy's am. ety it e a th i,
Kt S i Heepe, e Adlms . Sy o5 o

assicking”
His eyes mel hers, dark and unreacabie, and more than her ipsles.
reacted. Her heart achually skipped a beat,
Stupid heart. Because he was leaing soon, she reminded hersell.

but then again,
‘She gave her arimals up all the time.
Sheid ghen her grandma up.

twas all sad and done.
‘And she'd gve up Brady when the ime came. She woud. Evenif

‘She vias halluay o Mrs. Sandemeyer’s house when she got her
sm\dcaﬂdms/lml “Ths one from Crz. Babe, he said, vice
Solerm. P

W,

£l hane o gt infne, she sald.
m“mmmwu throe-egoed cat tht she lost @

hlms et aiready aching, fullout stopped at this news. “What?”
" :She‘s orky just now seen the lost-andfound buletins onlie. Liah

“Sacie;” she whispered.

‘Seemed she had one more ting she had 10 g up, afer al.



Fifteen

Brady cleaned out both Delland Adam at the pokor table, which
ke fom e 1 oty g, sl oo
was reduced to whini

the ot forthe ight, it was past midught. Only he i go o the
center
Instead ho tumed ight. Orto Lia's progerty. Twinkies got all

ety oty psed ok, bl By kot g e gt
balewein the neither id he believe intempting fte. ‘Don't
vt ol youf mrq ot st cog you
“The dog snore e he knew i wes Brady who'
aglo n\sk rh ;wsa upLets diiovey ks
locked confuse. I can't explan i

hening her niaked and writhng benath him again would be rice. st
Tt ves It b ocke, and Byt ot a brsth.
s, ey dart ioowute
1. Ho suro as hel it want (0
i o 7 e a1 e g k& s

e varted it
et vor o Bt h e’ ichen vas i, 5 b and
TS o ek vy o o o e e e

Nothig.
Ho ganced backat Lt Joo. Steves st ey e,

%, Shtd sl e rsvor h deor. Ot s oo el
o s Ho R ol h eascns shed e s s
Cnz and

heknocked

again, harder now.
il ansver, Focting . ot tho e, tumod e
o bon e, working on e Kichen sk The

frterrpirti e

But the sexy plumber was noshere 1o be seen, and the cabin was
‘emply, incucing the bed.

He.

‘Stepping back outside, inenking {0 fouch the hood o her Jeep to

fown, “Liah?
Nothing but the derk right

fact tht ho was 5010 tuno to her. t made him more han a e

\inerabie.
He didt do winerable for anyone. But he heard the sound again
‘and followed o the woods. Just past th frst group of trees, e

at all costs, only 0 id Liah hudied down by i, She was sitling,
arms wrappod logs, forehead {0 her knecs.
Tuinklos forward and ran a circle around her,then sat
ooty s o o s o AT
mnsedxmoogasmeamwummmmm
“Go anay,”she said hvough her tears. ‘Please, ust g9o.
T o, o Ty ks 5 o e e 1k o cokd

gt Moyna?

et osihe, b e Shoed Do
Fuck thet. She was diy again, mare than she had been at poker,

sk,
lock at her. So he sat next o her and cragged her no his ap.

‘She fought for sbout two seconds then gave up and slumped
‘against him, fsting is it in er hands as she quietly and thorcugly
went o pieces.

Held sunived oadside bombings. dckhead oficers with more
and

o
cragged out half alhe by the good guys.
So tis, bolding a small scbbing woman, should be a piece of cake.

timpossibly tght
e L

e ran is hands.over hr, making ure thero was no physical iy,
decper,

Yol o ot el he il it o 0 he occasional
hiccup.

ip on him, keeping
sosked shi.
“Okay, he said. "Not uite yet.
Thy e o 2wl Wi e i, Serce s
worked for im. Around them, the ight caried on. Th viter siapped
s For

‘amatcting how
Lizhst

bair. Coc pociloniigt eyt
6 s S v s v iy o e o e

‘Gamnodest not 1o fixalo on that, but sho was squimning a itle-

n, a0 he gripped her ips o keep her sill
are you here?” she finally whispered; \oice hoarse:
“The question ofthe day. *A fiendy vsit?”



't's lake for fiendly. k's more lke booty-call hour.
e tittanad i 5o on e by and o s o e
Don't toase

dnindied away completely, he. Puggade. T ma”
She sighed “Sade's momy.
Towony oy o7

She let cut a minthiess laugh and nbed her hands over hr face.
*“Her hurman mormy. | i o ghe her back tonigh, Brady.”

S Hern s s p s o e bk ek o e
muscls whch were igid and tens

“Yes Shed\dnlsaywwqyse ot sa hor st a o
water looking lost and sad. “"Which | roaiizo s the poin. Bu ..~ She

wesks,
T i e i i i ou ot tche Emotaly”
‘She tumed her head anay from him, sgniing he wes an ol

Sucks to et o, but doesnit it also make you fee good? A job el
done?”

¥es, she st Bt go i, | e ard e
with that. Atways heve. | loved Sacie,” she whisperod. “So mi

g ol souscess o s oo Ut 5ok m m
somlting g ut oo e s 1y
YouTe being par of a saluton, kg & St b

logic and

reason for her gt now.
I hete leting them go,”she whispered thicky.
Youdrater oop tam a7

Wl ftha it completely oy ou thi cfcences it e, ho
e o dea what could. “You hae others st Like that last wild
kiten. Bass?" At hernod, hie wen on. “And you heve allth ofhers.
you care for, even i they o ot technicaly yours, ik the pe, And
itk Aot o

‘Ancihr tear escaped. runring down her chaek. “Liah” e said
s

‘She choked ut a laugh and ropped her His shouider.

e b e e e e e ek o e ok
‘seemed 10 be the rght thing o co.

ip on the most coniusing, bafling woman hed ever met,
"Bracy?" she asked, sound
“Yeal7 Ho was st gobsmacked that logic hadrt worked but @
hug had.

he whispered, and it was hi chok
ot alaugh

and laptop.
Stved e sl stcg agan,

o, mow”

Seas: o St or oot st i et cn A
o oy b et st rg g, oo g

ook i e Ho s iy nd

o N Sevm. Bt oy nes\md S rptert oo

She ighe ke . 80d e boge 0 bl wi s e
baby pur. She'd leased him.

‘Sho wishad somoono woud stroke her ull she purod

Last ight had boon rough. Brady had brougther ormo, and

her spectacuiarty bad night, he'd resisted. He'd ucked her
o s g iy hemieh

it a5 vl roly. S vy oo i, nd i et
g i b with Brasdy tened o st her down 10.a naked, raw,
eatthy emotiona stae such as she'd newe ol baore, she was
eratetl hed boen smarter than she.

Kiss, playflly swatted i o is ery e ass, and watched hm walk
anay.
‘And then, apparenty, she'd studed undl falng asioep. She

2 ey commertary o [x: Ceathconpleto th
Cre o Sy kg . o 3 el sardr i font o
ms«w u\ahmmsd e
(., meking Cnz shke
e st ok ot W el i, pecic
Were in and ot of town, many leaing their animals t the kenmes.
“This was great for the berk acoount. Not o geat fo fr time, ol

“Thre rights afler g to gve Sadie back o her owe, Lilah ves

hour to.2 ball of aniey choking her. S0 she took wo Tylenol PM and
while vaitng o them to kick in, st a the table o stucy. Onoe again
she fll slecp there an resmed about  set of warm s,
/s ams.
Sorice of him 1o show up in her creams. Siling, she.
clung to him & he caried her of somennere. Hopelly o a1 island.

ofthem. a sandy boach, warm sun, and no responsibilis. Sho loved
her e, but sometimes she creamed about a day that Gt beginat

ind of unning two businesses. No heartache

‘She sighed n pleasure a the aday.."

“The ans holcing her tightened.“Srh, e got you

SPo singged oo o ez, ez or .
“Sleep.” ho commanded s

She ok upin e momin sone i er b, Boss wes stnding
on her. eveina her accusatorilv for havina sleot for S0 lona. Her reading.



‘glasses were on her nightstand, her clathes on the chair in the comer
ofber tiny bedroom—

Wat s minde Litrgrecous, shestared o a e She
vaginabig i ard ot et and

Sheid hene recognized the T-hit by the scsvl % Eray e, o

"God, she was a sap. A 5ap who smelld cofe. Sne llowed he

Sagetolrpo.
(On the counter sat a large cofie, and next to t—be stll er heart—
v skt Lo, Axt s g e sty sl Fo tho s e

inefoueys, she s o' qoud” o sk o s
“The itten g her ook hos good, hels a
man, isnt he?
Byt me Liahshoserd and dessc, s wes ety
o e Km0y o e, gt

crazssnt priveiohfotinhiiiiitie

- g fown ol up e a cahatd
bihing, s0 Liah stopped o talk to Jade a the reception desk. SF
il th . Dosth s ippg 9o o oS

computer:
o OhyoulkeT dod sked sy bskakoof thevesk. s,
s He's been working for how many years, and
o ot i o et

b
the sarme couldrit be said of  young boy around fue, sitting on the
foor with s amy men, throning a tanrum exery time any of the.
arimeis looked at im.

Wwas sitting n a char a far from im as possible.
Loraine Talbothad beon severa years ahead of Liah in school. She'd

for peopie outside e cicle.
Liah hacit been i thl circle.
Apparenly neither was her ow chid.

fat crush on Dl might have been the factthat he had “doctor”in
fontof i st ramo these cays, 25 opposod 10 thei igh school
days when he'd just had ‘dnoet.”
in walked Brady and Dell. They were
bolh fithy from head o toe, coveed in i and muck and God knew.
v s acing usayandvom
med o e walng room and Lorsn imrectely gt
it g e S o and s el
ol nocdes. Doty A fom i usus watage,whih had

encourage her. Thelasttime he'd smiled at her she'd come by every
Sl o o Wk,
“Sonyforthe delay qws.” e 52k 10 1 roo o e

10 et

vitha .
gz ety o igh ot issonol

anticipation danced dow her spine. AL the same

e e st e et ot o e v e o Bty

ounp s head (0 Lomaine's son's leg

murer
“The feret dowe beneath is awner's char, then pecked ou, oyes.
g sty ey ot uren,
Brady was the closest o the kid. “Ave you
pehe o scsamad or. A oty g ot rges in

e isneck and ey e kg oo, ety g 0
belonged to.

racy . Only pecpe who s besdg ot gt
[l ety b
e oy o oo o S & i iy and
mouthed-

“Are you?
Probably haning o dea what “Hleeding out”even meant, the boy
shookh e
“Good *With a nod, Brady rose o s feet and headed toward the
sla\-sbulmbefmewm L alok et o g sl
whispered.

oty mlmﬁmmew::rmsmamk

Every cther woman inthe room nodded.
“Did you see the lock he sent you?” Jads asked Liah. She gulped
o s of s vl W ek o oty
panes wakd st g whocst up
Caid ndsrtand . et pades di th same  &d

g kid,

waried o

the same.
“Ton minutes late, he came back doan the staifs viearing st

e, o sl oS o s heoie o o B,
she folloned. “You brought me breakfast.
o st ngh, Troht mayheyou cauduso o ke

e i s Sho sy s o i
oty sy s g s Sy, voere
the Bell 47 ws ted down.
“Seaiogwihyouts..He hestaed

m o rpor. o confused, defensive
tioliebyincriediifeing virmmetivir
ke by g i e
she sucked n an aroused breath, he s his ongue ageinst
he aled. “confusing



T o B i Ty Corme | ee hends skoking e
e oot . A gpt
ration dete.”
“Sothas ma g o ghe vouutetyou v
imes,”she said siowly, “Whl a woman warts fs
e

compli
"o Ho ot i atrealh. st tying ol 0 b2 ond
here and make sure 1o one gets

ofcourse.
‘She wias going 10 get .

ple,
ver her jaw, across her owor [p il remtied open for i

hunger.
e e back. All she coud do was bk upat him, ralizing st
how ight he was o Uy o hold back. Because suddeny, or maybe not

promised him.

foslings for im that he had to viomy about her? Yeah Yeah, she wes.

Maybeits garglobe you who ges . she fral s m ety
st

N ot oy el ot ot osicin o poar i,
andoannen, shavest: e e el sad or s
waried Himto.




Sixteen

netning hot
hous, rstiess.

‘Sieepless

He and Tuirkles had ended up going for a ong dive, s mir
1o e st aacty e, Hs i b boen e o o, e

e, he and the dog.
oo et vk, On e ey e ek 13 e
him o Lians cabin
Fucking tnck.
Because thered been a ight on, he'd gotten out and knocked.

at her table, head down on her bocks, fast asleep.
in
Ho coucrt have alterod what he'd dono next even ifhod had to

walk fvough an enemy carmp to 4o . Broaking n was 1o probiem.
Nor was being silent as he dd so.
Hed

boen trained by the good of
o et e o e bt L o b i

nto such exhauston tha he could even 6o that? Sii, he saored the
task long

headed back out o the dark gh from which he'd
leting s eyes and ears search out anylhing that idit belong. But

Uniotunately,
andat i cors b s il sl
il boen as it shauld be, leaving fim no choice but 0 6o

at himsef. He was doing just that when a dented red Jeep puled
i bohind him at 7-Eleven
‘denim-iad legs and a setof scuffed boots appered at is
side
i sttt sasse o 1 o of o e e

foull noice | ikt rear-end you™
T ot o oo o o 1 ok o th eash Aial”
“Quack,” Abigall said

“Funny thing about last ight” Liah told Brady. 1 fll asieep
stucying and woke up n bed. What do you think about tha?”
“Ihink you neod more sioep.”
“Leansloo atermidoms making o rokist, You?
y." They walked rto the comenience store together.
‘ulsh e o s b he vt 3 S s

meuh, What dd 6 ymmn that duck?”
Liah s “Tocock hor at o honcre and iy foran o and
before

e wanan chcked. Yeah and gt h pecper” Sho
tumed her sharp eye on Brady.“Moring, Or. Death”

Sricker agan. She had a bran mufin i her hend that he knew she.
g

i, whispering sometfing in her ear

fomla and maco By i s bk et ot
s ton bokore the fucker ook fis hands of her,
e By Knowbeca o oot
fh hacitcbjected. Nope, she'd cupped the guy's face and
medup o . When iy gt bk

‘Lot it Comecn T e you ot ra

ey iy i 1 couns caly o MNoatra ymlre
bk Bk ot you 6 i Ty g lomers

leaning ust enough oo for maybe a single shee of paper o it
Ton to0k a ong lock at him, and from cver Lila's head, Brady
locked ight back.
Liah craned her neck and gave Brady  what-he-helkare-yourdoing

‘expression. bt he ignored.
Tan,”Lilah said wih a tle shako of b head, ¥ s Brady Mier

rady, lan runs an outfter company out o Sunshine.” Liah tumed

at Brady, brons up,
breakast wih you even though you ae a
Fine. Ho vias a dumbass. He could ve wih thet

fssing ith her feathers.

“Explain what 7 he asked, leacing her 0 one of the three small
tels i . whore ey st ot

Neanderthal routine.”

Pisthen came it fthe lorewitha e sicping o scpeezs List's
shoran g her vt s o ho

e e or N esscr oy i

cod, mmmhmb&ametmwmmmc\mylm‘

.xsermsmymmmmwmeymmwmcm
unllon hac velked away and shook i
Wit shosad Hasa fond”

“Arciher o

[beiel SE——
Best thing he'd heard all moming. And yet hes il in your ot
‘You have us aljust cirling you, you realize tht,right? Just hoping for

‘She stared at i, then laug ot ke
s exactly like that. Walro all pathetic.” Ho. naﬁuﬂy tugged a
st of e Wiing ko any oo of o vocan et
ean? She Cocked hex oo e sl i, e i
‘piece would you want




Any plece you'd ghe me . . . “Guess.”
H!s"llewslal\lﬂswty “Well | do hene a few pieces you

ool ke
e than fow actually, but e shook His head. This

e e et o it o e .
of her

B il poce s ht whon oo el h i of tho
sparon, i ko somoone s e Dol hirig o
‘e staying longer,"he said cut of the bue, and sipped s
frre ko
choked on s 7.0 you el i et you dort do sty
Tdd
Hor smile sloy faded. “Donit el me. Just thinking about t has.
yanstigatoiher:
Por e ‘O oy | ort ool much o g
‘She nodded, ace solemn now. ‘So  longer?”
o s Pt ot ek, oo o ot
plumbing misadhenture. Eager to get i of me, Lih?”

e peca ol mo et you
o v g otsing hrcairsatoment, 1 vent i f

Fanch one by an older couple Who coudn, or v, {ake over
L

they'd be euthanizes.

‘She was just gelingnto her Jeep when her passenger door

pen, Turkislece i otk en Gy e g
intothe front sea next to her. He put on is seat belt and

per.

ingresting “What's up?”
I thought about ofedng to fy you, but | kit hae
any vine 1o ly you with.”

“Because you fy better when you'e vasted.”
She ol er s, imeen why aeyouher? 1 my Jeg”
Nowsee b 3d o g nbed gace i etcsteone. Tt
o, Moy st v o arg
kedywmmsellemmlm she
Death?”

ghed Tindd Goni e, B
Brady swre and slouched i fhe seat, six foe ofcark, booding
“tude. He said that they had some big rancher heatd honcho coming

ofthe . Death thi
Ui g, Wl mynxyw Imoct sty o0 selectia” S
it e a5 and oy tok o, By s e i

donying o was e Compay ad ovan e 0100k . Fethay
trre,she o stop kel By o he g vl sho
‘comenience store, coming out ams loaded. “Got
sm@ﬁdws
Hotook e ags o and e dhes st
“Yauite a contol freek,” e sa
ke o e,
ol Frea
ks cerying tht.Ho searche g he b ard

dog
Lo s Tunkesa oo s e ot o e o
hersel. " nowthe vy 10 your good side;” she said o Bray.
Il show you 2 bettr waylater
“The tndh s, he coud show her anytrng he warted,
“Unfun, Parises,promses

e kg vane al ik ard o 60"
Ho sid her a ook
sho

"oure going o be taking that back.”
She smied,lie that had been her goal il along, and images of
taking he ight here and now in the Jeep flooded s mind.
“Take the next e, Liah said. ‘Echo Canyon”
Shook is hoad.“Granite Fat s faster.”
Shodnt gttt sho dd g imaiog oo
rotlem?” he asked.
o L e 3 i i s
Heralledis
" k- she e cean res,your contk ssues areKindof

‘Agein s gazo swieled hor way. “Cartai areas?
"I bed,for instance.” She sucked some melted cheese of her

inger.
Siowh
“Lieh." he said, \oice e lower now.
Yo o sickedon ancer e

smw sucking,“Stop what?”

oot bl o)
“What did | tellyou about paybeck?”

“That | lov (7"

He laughed sofly, and sucked her st cheesy finge inlo his hot,
wet mouth

L
with is teeth, making her Gasp. “And when| say later, | mean i
‘Smilng, he et go of her and tumed his concentration back (o th road:

i
that wheneter she leaned fomard to aust the radio, sank low n the
back,




‘ofincrecibly sweet twin di
Hovartad o dip s oguo i o

Fuck. He swenied back. "Wl if you'd stop distracting me
“Distracting you?” She pulled cne of her legs up and beneath her,

oreast and anofer it of baby blue k. The ingerie flom the.
Phamacy. "How can | ba distracing you? Imjust sitfng here,” she

wamedd
Dares 1 re ok e, mkingfim bt groan and

T ey a1 ori iy aanduphis
i oo i o0 s s a0 ot o
3 o i read again Luckiy he o -

were ey yried bock by ther sedt bels
‘Tnirkles Scrambled or purchase on the backseal,

Knew mado her
ok smmrs\am Puekdered n is ams and whie she

Fer . She wadd prbatly cal # cuding
He csHed it rsvamm s santy.
enty

i s n oo o e ndstrd Sy e
al i, ace fushec, mouth cpen. My ars are inging

Ws yourcell

She looked so adoraby betded. “On. | know
Fosing arard or . 70l 91 dpn el Yo, wel

g
It s aready cusk. Her eyes caught on is cbious erecton
straining the Gorim, then met s, and i ther was an apoiogy but
also amusement.
He pushed her back 10 her side of the Jeep and pu it nto gear
gtk rtoe o
“m sony,”she said. | ove-
o ko i soond f . bt et felp s condton aty. o
shoun' have tou
et sedeot g vt s, ot ekeing et ot s s
e

“Dorit you think we shoud fx tis before we get there?” She.
King i

goan.“Later,” he said.
"You'e got alot of laters.”
“Don't viony, | dvays callect
‘They got o the ranch fiteen minutes late, ight a sunset. Years

“Thank you, Brady sai, lcing a glance a Liah, who vas.
giming. HeVerted 9 b sroyed b the g of e g

g\e«mmosmmmmmemsssmsmm

Tnirkies.
L st et el i kg e rmes it ek

Tehsed olet them go i carg.
Leo said grace and thanked God for the food, the house,the ranch,

just beore Brady fll asleep a the tabl, his ears prcked
up a5 Lo added, “and for binging a new coupl
tonight”
Sy e e to et i s oes, Cxpl? s

oo "oy e ot oy e ot you o ar recenty
o
“Yes,

flen sd. “You keep staring at each other or touching in

Brady locked down and noliced tha indeed he i thigh t0 thigh
with Lila, and even more teling, he had an am raped over the back
for ha s g acing sl on s s o
fngers ozt

o howIong s beer?” Elen aske, passing arouredto Hck

had ever tasted. | mean, | ass
e s wih a seorl sl a hr et "Shoe
ofarelationstip inthe D Death articl, and e

2g can
U, Liah sad, locking le. Wl to be honest, we're

ot
Brady reached under the table and squeezed her knee. He dict
how whal came oer i, probebly retributcn ox how sheld
mercilessly teases i n the Jeep, b he heard st say, Dot

‘She stared at i, clearty concemed he'd o s marties.
e Gay he'd met her.
tll s the whole sory,” Ellen said, clapping hes hands with
Pty
Brady sl

smilod a Liah, “Go ahead, dari’. You'tel .
Liah's oyes narmowed on Brady. Hor ok was st in micai, ll of

she contemplated him. “Well, sweethear,”she said, t's just that |



don't know where to start.”
Elan s sming 5o sogry. ALt g
o oo e et ooy e wiling .0

uck or cruel. But she must have gotten over that because she.
said, ‘W met a the beauty salon i town.”

for one-upping her—unil i
“Yeah,” Liah went on, leary gaining steam. ‘Brady vas at s

State secret and continued in astage whispes, "He's very hary, you
see”

Brady choked on his pess.
"W orlaser?” Elon whispered. My son-inaw swears by his
monthly jian”
2. I, g iy oot
. beby?" She smiled svoety at began shove
Pl ooyt A i et dng
so defdous”
By el recomrs, Lh ook, o, Eln. Aculy.sh's
icrci bk Sh makes thomost amazigcss
Now it was Liars om0 g pl. T oy g sho bekod vas
store boug cookie douch.
“On, that's oy Elen exclaimed.
“And you shoud see her on the fy,” Brady said, “That's her
‘specialty—improvising.
u hex eyes at im but bofore sho coud respond, Ellen
‘5poke again. ‘O, tha s a alont. Maybo you can demonsirate” she
said hopely. | Feve just about everything you could need for any
recipe.”
Vi et Eray sk of s st i, vy
ook tht i er o
T e k. Al the el Bezien g, he v ety sure e
‘coudtako whatewershe deall out Sriling, b leaned back and shot
bt b bk, wkhsh kam o  fosae oY

doun
Fin by Fim. Hoid g down ith her any cay. With e, oo
however and wherever she wanles



Seventeen

i il e Lh scaps o bosors sl

e mimr Her eyes were bright, ad terewere wo spets ofcolor

onforhosks. She ke e s e

o

S v e th fenco f st Damn Bady ko bitng s, o
maling her
‘Ale. The man made her fesl so alve.

She wias stil staring at herselfwhen the door Abig, warm,
bt body nudged her over, making room so he coud squeeze in
bei

“Whal are you doing?” she whispered.

l e
shirt 2 ho reached out and it the lock,

echosd e hepondrg ottt St at i the
mior,

o o camiy ey oo
thesink. Hs P st Sy pdterlb luwrg

e B
they were naked and he was wis

ﬂﬂ\c\l Bomis b b 6 cren B el b o

3P ey, ol oovyou el doue”
o prssad el agarst b, Hoves
“On'io,” she whisy i éxen 25 sh rocked back against
rim,causing i o s i e, ShoStoppod trcting ey

wert damp. “We carit”
‘Seeing rght through fer, he smiled nto the i, slow and
exremely badass

O, Nosho st qorg omatust b h s g e
el o meta o s o, i o ko

T o s et miht v bon st of g .
“Why 7

He grabbed her hend and brought it behind her 0 cup over his
crotch.

"On my God.” Buther fingars stroked him. Bad ingars.

Eﬂsmngmnzrrm\mmeway e canod donn to it cnor
ek, "Car epit”he mumred gast s Soarae vis
offect on

escape her, o encu i she e er o ek, e clamped
them over her mouth.
ety et st o . Lt st e
tende s e e, et
“Whet e

i (bt Ly
50 shlce A v, s o rsr o vented s

a5s0ssing 706 and b o s0.9ung mouth nd i et
testosterone, her body had boen a compits tratr. Hs tongue.
rimmed her ear and she had to lock her knes to reman Lprght. “Oh
God

me a minute and you'l be saying ‘Oh, Brady.” He ran s
ingers lightly down her ams and then encircied e wrsts, setting

gin
oo oo et
e st nd v il possios sh i a mingasm

By, shld v Sitarea beienly o tha oot
“Tnen his hands sid banoath her shit and fan up ber b cage,
Stoppingjust short of her breasts
‘She held her breath but couldrit quie keep quiet Touch me”
o pushed s upar e s of e coun vl

M'Hshwlhwas'lxagarsl
shed rwyfammsmsmamxwe/sswnm andsho
it st cengrg o
i s vent to et s and b sho
breath, he'd showed her jeans (o her thighs, me\zsm\ymmeu
at the sight of the baby biue thong he'd bought

ly drssd b e, et hinsalluch e he i
1 She gasped whan he gave one quick yank and rigped e

undenwear of her.
ey yourmore. v, 1 by v an et Vito's Sec
he promis e, by et o 2 i s
fostibndasgoer oty flome gt
‘She met his gaze. His eyes were no longer layfl bul dark and
ton, Dengers,

e Tt s .o et s
m i S rd e e e ot oy anddomreing.
i gen tocu. tut h iy ke, kg e g
“Later,” he mumured, but continued to hold her ciose.
her head s

ries. slumped st Brady. Beneath
hshea\vm\mmwaslsadw Doty st tan s o
Tibemaionboat LRing hr heo 56 hed hm & iht smile. 164
toyou”

ownme,” he said,
ke sik.

‘and sipped ot leaing her leaving againt th sink, heart st
ouning, niples hard enough (o cut gass.



“What are you doing?” Brady demanded an hour later when they

were fially back on the oad heading home.
 dogs werointhe back, sieeping i

Ouiside, the right was dark and chily, but inside the Jeep t et warm

erdtosty. an by the I of o cesh i around,

diting

“A31 ing oot she st hove oo ight s of
et b s of stucyig nc e ot bck. e a g
adenced

o sheid o old mo- 1o gancod over at er. 14 have gone
and olen he dos o you And ' it realing

o, e w3 ety oy ey oS

Hs dick jerked inside his joans.
commando at all i al your fault.”
semplertes e pocket oo 1.
n.“Andif you could stcp.

laughed agin. She was \wm g0l b oud ik abot

e gling bc i et pr o panties. Nopo,just
T o Sexbid 2 o o o e 1 i

s .w msmahw else. Mltpicaton tbles meybe. Tuehe times

Vorog ongogeateket shesa, ey e
‘spedormeter. You na hurry?

o know at sho lnow At vel o ves na fury. nauny o
gt her

Seanen

e 6w e B s e, 25 sy
ever felt. Ho didit want o examine thal too closely, because if he A,
ted e o et ko s e ikl ot S 3
th e i aso thinking about a ture. I
T s oo
"You seem it on edge,” she sad.
eah, he was on edge. On a ery narow cne, {oo. Because he.
e home as fast as he wanle, but it dc mater. She ha
10'study and sleep. Tm on ecge, yes. Because ['e been hrd for
‘She laughed. “Poar baby.
Ho was beginning to wender fhe was adicted fo her. There'd been
times n i i, mispent youh whers b i st o srythig
manner of drugs and
s 1o oy, ok P ok ke o o
v it o oo ven
e problem with him, of course. Nope. She
o o s o B 2 uien 0ok R st o 1

iyl i tiripiiind

Perect

Only it wasnt. Not e close.

Liah tumed o Brady as he dove them through the dark right
tovrd S, Tho ot versrohng nd ok ey
siihouetes, the moon a soltary helf b hanging 3

B0ysacon s gow Ho s n i g 200, 9 g
imsalf anay.

e f sensing hrrtoret, ha ganced e, ftres soferin

genius” he admitied

rext
Kissos. Liah had takon a baking shoe, spread out the protzols, put &

M&M on top o each, pushing down, spreacing ut th kiss over the.
Beterthan any candy bar at 7-Elewen.

ino o shora ot o h e o5, souning amuse
o hat cap. You atefike twenty of those pieces of

P Ho ves leansd bak,utety rlaxe as e v, the
annoyingy sexy alpha.

ou 3T co g0 byl e std. Tlleg ot |
coud bake. We'e ight

W he he:eud iy H w50 ko ver buter. el ot e

e o ek i, with th e righ a arund e,
surounded e vdomossand o ki e e bk ho
shiered. ‘Dot ell me youire going o hold

e o ok e
Srasns? Ho smid ol Y. Im dng 2 rellva guge. 1

o 140 wored, Vorvorid”

i prty sue thoy knew hat up. She ribtled

e w1, ey s S e 5 e e vkl

lace, where you were hang your Pomerarian groomed. The cne wih
:mamm\v
ot

il T 0ot 03—y i you o i e ke coupl
\M\z in] me frst pace
e e e o o e
S i e 2oy abcppr 0 210y oo g
miadesoed man ndis e o i o ot v

" o st

‘She laughed, and he smied wyly. ‘Okay." e said. Maybe sweet
s 2t ofa sretch
I donitknow,” she rmurmued, fesling herself soten nexpicably as:

whod cunched is bumper a oaing o st
i Dot whe s sty Gl o on

"You have vour moments.



* % %
It s michight when they pulld back nto Sunstine. Brady waked

Liahinto the kennels and waited while she gotthe dogs in and

setled, spending a few minutes vith each of them, making sure they

vy oyt socod nd ety doc n oot

oot et sl o s v e con k|
he was geting used o when it came (o he.

they were done.
Held just reaized what ese was really bugging him. She was there
L enors ad oying, ndyet voar s ol 1 o
boih ways. Not because people Gkt lov her
Ty . Evayore oty Esayont v 5 hlp
But she it et them. She was the mest independert, fisty,
“Nothing." he said,

cabin
“Want 10 come in an ook bencath my bed? O betteryet, in my.

 Hovertadorbod B bos ut ot otng e
ki s st 5 vt s oS S e

o o v Sty gt T o

“1m not going (0 sleep”

“Youe hed akong Gay.”

s, but tha chom tot 1 taking tomerow courts o hlfof my
10 bum tho midnght ol She tmed n the dooniay,
claty eing im0 ez
e caught nercose, lowered s e, and Kis

ment sh s 1o K s ot s e,
aays vhen howas wihi o inches of e, o encugh. Genty he
Pudged ot nsid hor catin

‘Sho smiod, an he laughed. ot that Kind o comy. I goingto
help youstudy.”

What? Why

“Because | can”
“What 6o you know about animal reproductie physicogy?”
¥l b g the book” e s i know evryinng
Hr smilo s Gono, an 50 was he vt nher y6s. 1 can 6o
He Gockes is head and o her. What justheppened,what

“Nothing. But | can do this on my.
ekt o e 1o e o ey b k.0

V"o sad,
e tothl e, 1 gt . You dont et bl

Ao et ek, there was a g dirence. ‘Earyone
needs ol somelimes, Liah. Exoot o you, apereny. bocause

[y it Avietishniodichiiegisomii-i8

I might b temporary, Lilah. bt Im not stud. An Fm not one of
yourpets, either.” He rudged hr to the itchen table where her books
were spread ou, viting. “Sit down. The professor is here o make.
sure you pass.”

Bracy.”
“That's Professor Brady to you, he said

bt 1t yt il o coodosurarer. Sois i somo K f
i frtasy? Tho beaguer studet seving s professcr foran

v, s peising o g et aca,silng vbon

il of god umor came o eyes. “Well e o, P
‘women. Dont make me show you!

o s S’
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bores.
Ve e of s i a1 e e ket g er

avery intense professor sort
Sho varted Ioitnpnmmkedavd ok ik a o, ard o

warted o know what 2
Ho nuged her ot "Liah-
‘Bt i she s wih e s dck sade.

oMt b sad vt d her reiew
ofhat. Now gt

A brton i b corctd. ;

pages.

hesad
Held stripped out of is swestshi,leaing him in aloassly fited

. Holookd o
ot Ho g on th b cranos g
thef \mg\h of o, prsing o g with i ko An oo
icke = porstdtc s on
rr s o o, He vt s e
v st o ha o ek rcaogk o i dorne
ot o o ke g of o c

b
o she i sk, i s, yes drk it
concentraion. Lizh. .. 7
“Un, T ves sipposedy ol e b shocakt
remember. She blamed his sexiness. “Tm—
et s 1o i o an ootk o B Eracy

mace e ner musces contract
“Braoy?!

“Shih.* His voice was low and delicious. T know whet wil help” And
Yoo iasingr bl bor s,  hgh. a1 e btvoen
irem. e e obod s o mer gt A o

stoked er with s tongue and she prometly forat the queston
ploase” she whpored

And he id.In  shocking short time, he had her crying out,

him learing over hr, laying with her hair, e s
"Okay."shoaite | oo that” Shopushadi ol bk,

o She tated 1 e, vorking e way doun, tsting

wnsabs‘mwdwdygmwmwmmmauumm

ot begging. Not yet. Drurk on her on parer, and also how he.
ot shn\m relesly beneah o sho cortiuie s
ot when she fally e him nto e
oh e oo s g o et G ot
he though, and dicn s

Along shoner and anather cup of cof later, Liah smiled sy at
Brady. “Cotyledons.

Wha?”

“Thasthe choron that inferocks with the utrine encometim in
thoruminart. Thanks fo hepng mo, youe

slntig i e cpenadshces, ausing el it o scod
o Gl siept ey ohr bt o ko
e T’ Comment e g 0. S s oG o 16 e
ahury?

e got to
e Dxtohey, € baan e comment.Fosing
Srophotic?”
e e ot et smal”
s ot what | meart and you know
ojgrrd el and bt olacoup i bos. b a B
o, miaking ol o o Pl r a busings i

"So go.
i o tters, and o whisto or Tirkes, oot 1 s

wel
A the door, Brady paused. SHl,” he mutered to himselfvith
oling. He tuned back (o her, staring a her for  long beat whill she
Por ogesion o romaincan T b s i oy
“Fucking sap” he said, and strode toward he, hauling her Up 0 her
toe e e tuid. ik sty e sid gt her s
“You, 100, she whispered, but he qone.

Brady walked through the chily marming air, shadowed by Twirkles.

gt sl ackn e e oy, Gtg e el of Doce
ASAP woul

ing
roonemwamwgnmnmu He vasnit ready 10,60
Htwas as simplo and toying as
f v
\He aen fon il o i el and o
all he cold see was her face as he'd
deapiient o . Sho et bon cfencid
pioe ettt



bbb bions il vl sode il ehdicons il
those two worcs, hr sofly spoken ‘So go.” And yet in them he'd
N e g aliohut s

Shevas 0 watch i vk anay.

o e, o e ot ey e pped o
Thirkies.

Al
“We'e going back. | don't knowwhy, so dorit ask me.” Bracy

exer known absoutely terifed him

Kennels, Adam s ust geting out of s truck, juggiing o steaming
dirks and a big bag ofood from Now Moon, the heath food store i
town.

Know.

Brady He'd asked himsel that a hundred times in as
many seconds. He sl didt know. “She doesi ke heath food”
"Aro you Just geting here?” Adam asked.*Or ust leaing’
Both”

caris oy ver st vl cer o chic of s
dsr o pecsle who

e e v s o g then
oy Sk . s ¥ oty Do, T £ A 1 o
hex as al theofters, aren youf

m ot

m arched a brow, and Brady closed s eyes.
He was totally and completely fucked up over he. Wrich seltied it

Wit
e tumed around and began waking anay.
i it tres o et o Gsmambement” Aco vrie o

e uth s, hefd vl it

Six hours later, Dl had frished s business and Brady had the
o1 amedieck t Surhne et qone v, rererng

ranchin the kaho Falls area.
“Tns tp alone was worth ening the chopper,”Dell said as they.
nto Sunshine.
Brady shrugged. “Anyone can fly you afer m gone. Hell, you can
i ik gt ot f Sty v
“Rather

Noumtn wam o check with Adam on the,” Bray said dyly.
Wy becaus i kard you coming o o oo sapicasly
ar Liah's cabin a he crack of Gawn looking ke youd hiad a long
Pight7 Dol shruggod. “He's always a itch when hes not geting any.”
it ae v, soeen
I we wer, then he woul
ot A oo S e s ik
ind yet here you sil ae.”
O3 s e s btk o e, Pty you s
st stk o nd cop s n ™

'ﬂ\\msw Yt koot o s i e
tay. Unpack. Whtever you vt 10 cal L.~

1 can't,
tare at him. "Because.”
1 reaize you'e alleric to permanert,” Dal said. ‘But so's Adam,

y
W tme g ad oo cue dogs, but he
comes back. That's the Inck Vo cote o .
b v o By 2

el s o o ot ol s B et
* dont work wll vt cthers.

s laughed Wel, noshi. And here | thought your sumy
dsgoston oud be such

a breath. Tl think about 1"
ook 1 i 1Yo o d o, o e it
sty 00 Wio e a shat, L i and goks mo
i Fow can T sone You 9

Four days later, Lilah was near the outskirts of the coury, on the

edges of a ranch about 1o rescue a raccoon mama and her cibs,

had o be close to.a hundred oo an sho s o, .

and fithy. Despite the unseasonably war day, she vias dressed for
Tshit

‘She was tired because she hadt siept much. Midlerms
oot o b 1 Pt oSy 1t b gt e 6 et
fow rights.

b s

Mhﬂmﬁhhynﬁn wel, that was per o her job. She'd been
Tere by Del, who'd talked 10 the rancher who cwned the land and

fresh eggs fom the hen
Lok snerstos e e, Rz vee sy and
mischievous, and they made pests of themseles on smallanches
ke s, Catanly i was 625k 1 oot tam. bt she etod e
eng. She nd Dl e nLawson o ed s hcsand
worman had prevously taken in verious wid citers
Pt i o 50 20,
Liah had a pile of humane cages in her Jogp ready (0 go, and with

ront door.
Noone answered.



Knowing that she had penmission va Dell from the ranch owner to
try and scle i problem. sho walked around tothe barm, which was.
bl L

opened
ouLon a horse in a neighboring fiel.
Probably the ranch owner.

and called ot to him, bl he sun was i is oyes and he cleary
Plus, she know he v cldor and coulrit b vl
‘She tume back tothe bam and went stil a5 sho caught sight of

big masked head appeared, and then
e il g ne gty p eide o mare
I hone it going out there?” Dell aske

determined to sheol the

mnm\mm 1 guess they got o his kitchen yesteriay and
destroyed the pice. Remind him thet | sent you, that he

oo rtirlentiuiesbiihmpiagbioth

calltho authortes on im for sing whetever moves as target
practice.

M3 utintis i ht ot g coun ks e
Sredscometed o vent o e Jgp o o s coes g
et

face wilh the big mama herselt.
Who shoned her teath
Liah ignore her and st the traps. This took a few minutes
because she had o keep backing of o gre the growing. snaring
Fshe

promised the pissed-off malriarch raccoon. “You'—

hell out ofhor, nd sho barely held o tothe raftrs. What tho—"

un was n s eyes and he was shooling inlo a ark bar, which didnt
help s aim or s mood.

“Waltr she cried
B vy pud e Wi i e el prged

o
locse hair. She fattened hers afters so that she was lying

onte
ety down, m«uummmmnmmu Keys, ons. The

she coud see M. Newbery, il on s horse, closer now, 0nce again
Sing i is e e te cpend cers.

p here, and had stated shoot
Uit il wes 3 s dih onth same lter. Bokre sho
‘coud birk, he gun went of again and this time she et the impact

ek her body.

Fire blazed aong her am.

shevas ona. Trough the spenig she e .

Ny e o o WAL S0 oA D, ol

i e Shereached o o ho o e erply s

cwp"""smmrkadnasumwmmey
desarted her. She set her forshead o the

ot 10 im0 ‘Dt s .- o0 o el Kt

the @l would amxammemmme\m "Wt keep

et onsi ot i ey e Gl By
Yeling for her.
1 dont rmuaty sho ot b et e e i e
fom Dell. *Her Joep's ou there, but M. Newbery hasn' seen her.”
“Here's why she's not answeing,”Brady said grimly, and crouched
mashed

st as Ll o052y 1 rame e s
head. is gaze landing uneringly right on

H Pothing but 3 roak.

He rose and stode toward her. "You okay " Hs \olce v calm.

Maybe that meant eveything v just fre.

Hthin | was "

oves o th ln et v, g it fr o
she had. Ht with what?” He broke of, focusing inon the crops of
it o o e 1o e
“What is 7 Dell asked, moiing tonerd t

“Blood. Hers, | tink.” He never 0ok his eyes of her, *Hold on,
Ui o s, cing o adervithagi an spocd. You her

Slemdmarswbs:ausamewabmysmamg Oddtoteso
aborus,

e amn with  hol poker wih evry
"Ll Gy eyes 1o row”
O On yea, that was the probiem. Sl linging 1o the beam, lying

"Liah, you hold on. Don't you dare let go.” Bacy tld her.

“That's when she reaiized iat she was weaving. And the afer was.
shaking, trembing beneath her. And ook at thal, her hands kept
slipping

araning her @wmmsmmmm.\m o heras o
s S, a4 e o oo

“What s 17 D<) called
“Shesbeen ot aris gog o sk
What the fuck?”
ok a1t i oo, ajongvorom. T v o
ipping—everywhere. ‘M. Newteny thought he was shooling at the
raccoons. flwas an accicen.
oy ot s s s i up 50 s culd o nger e



hher am. "Ave you hit anywhere else7" Without welting for an answer,
mmnhsmmwwy\mhdhw searching for more

weaidy.
s e e s Lt o

good

around i shouider, burying her face in is neck. Her vod tted as

e descended vith one hand onthe lacder, the other wrapped tighly
nd her. e sidhi

“Thought you vererit a hero, she murmured
‘She thought she heard a ough,low augh as he tore he shit fom

e am. “Chvist. He ripped of is shit and used  to staunch the

bleeding.

“How bad7” Dal asked him, stroking Lian's har.

Bl sl ntree

v Brocy' now b chest s  prkle, s s
narcotcs wen, it was good. She smiled at the defnion of musces,

cargoes. g

cred aut
I ko Brady gathered her back into his as, then sat n her
5k, crading erin s e, gling e o U she g
ey er her temple.
“\ et ios

Nt o o o ecpl, swocthat”Dall s, otg o th
aners.

No. she mumured. She hated hospitals. They reminded her of

bleeding right through Brady's shi, and her word spun.

“Its okay, " Brady said, holding her lose. Tve gol you,

ot van  ta e, b et ok e ot o1
g, ant Lo ol o tho ks
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1t v i Ho sl e e toast on e ightnd and oy o
‘white bandage on her am, coweing the spot where the bulet had
penetrated her biceps.
TLucky lacy," the doctor had sad, and the words rang in Brady's
s now as he sat at her sice.
‘She vias white, pasty, and out cold
shed,

managed.
heir questions as she'd assured everyone that one, she hach
mpassma\am et M. Newbery had not i fact been trying to

reeasad, though—{hat had been torture gven how she'd hounded the.
hospital staf o her release,

“The doctor had fally released her ith a wispered “Good uck” to
Brady beneath fis breath as he et

1t had taken all three of them, Adam, Del, and himsslf o bing her
home.

Gare ofher. But thon Adam e been caled ut o1 an S8R cal.
“1m not leaing.” Del sai

“Yes, Liah said groggly rom her bed where Bracl had set her.

Dot k. e o iyt vt s,
otk

Dol gmoned. Bt
Th oy oeryou i rciso ek 3 By o e
“Besices,

wrglotetre | msxmlos\aevmmmne
i o vosvre e o oo v

"You were shat because of me,”he said ightly.  sent you out
there.”
4
yards. | wan to be done, Dell. Tha's ll”
Dol eokedpitedy o B
tarod back a Fim everly. Ho wast gaing anywhere. Not
it ey st g wiin

‘Shed been shol,
Sreves et g to cereppen o, e rugh e

trt 2 ho e s g
for Gods sake” Liah burst o, you both con' g the hell
i e e A DA e Lo
Doll paed. “That's just mean. If he's staying,Fm staying.”
“He's noL* She held her ground. “Loraine,” she said again sofly

tore.
s Especialy when Dell caved like a cheap
suitcase, giung in with gracious defet as he Kissed her cheek and
made cal fim f she needed anytfing
pass g n a the coonway. Jade had the latest
(Cosmo. s what | brought my sisters when they had babi
she said o Lilah, "Wasn' sure wha to bing for a qunshot vound.
. by the way? Pretty damn cool.” She eyed Brady. ‘Do you think
il got ysof s | can gt a e thatooks ks ”
0y doidd 1 s .S fyou can ot hor (0 ago 0

N king. Soe ks sh' th Errgizer
Ui, S8 spekiato B Yeu o040y bt You
voren s aloi of vt o ad You y el ye ™

“Excuse me,” Lih sad. Hs

o g and g o Cosmoon e igistna. 1o s00
vogroualtakencafo o1 s o

o oot i yalodshs S p el g

s e b o

‘Alone now; Lieh tumed her gassy eyes on an admitedly smug

Bragy.
“You heard e, she said. “Out withthe athers.”
!

2 brow. Or she tried. But she was doped Lp prtty
e good. Finaly she gave up with a sigh and nbbed

e Gt wart o erd o e h s o
xiting youonyaur e e 2 2 vl o
foah,that was pretty impressive how you managed to ick them

w\ Ho sa i the chai n the comer of the room and crossed his

‘She attempted a gare but she was crooging. “Darmit My eyes
kesp closing.”

Lot them.”

~ou
‘She drted of befor she could frsh the sertence, which
undouittedy was forthe best. Ho wated ancther fue il minutes to be
sure, then e the quit of her. Without hestation, he stipped her
ot f o btanedcthos, Ho v g o s
somedting comforta Sleepin.

e s T btk iy o tpfer ' o strd
Gown a t for  boat, discombobulated by the sigh

‘She had one of is shits.

his chest. el good and hur al at the same time. Yo' kiling e,
he

mumured
“Tuming back to the bed, he sipped the shir—s shirt—over her
head, taking care ofner am as e tucked her i

“Gad you stayed, red. "Youite the orly one wha can
ver make me foe bettr.”

pale, beauil face,
suprise of thet. Suprise and .. . saisfacion and pride as wel, that
hed ghen her something, afler el
Hi

ime
Ho hat mean to, God know heid ried not {0, but he had Ho sat
onthe char again, and vith Twinkles at s foet, setled in o waich



her breathe.

Liah woke up disoiented and groggy. Her clock said four, and gen
trsHocknes f e i s AR, o shed st St o
a dark fiure siting near
et e By s
Shelet au st and wpod  and e er o s g
aveirddream. | s

She et out  breath. Rgh. Not a drea.

“Tak these and go back {o sieep.”
| or e thm o am s g, it she e ho

way they made|
Y erang e it Lioh”
e Shesvlonedt o vt s e e s

o gore Dont” Tum-sms she pulled i over her.
“Carch,” ing is weight of her by the palms he
ot On Sty 5 ek . 1t vk O 0

good .
his biceps, taul and straining. Yes, she needed more o hat. She tied
{07l m s i ho ok bk fom il conac

She tioged agsn, varkng ki, Nesinga ks
Lich—

Pl shoisers e cung st s ek, g
hi

At ono- il ter Ips meat, gty
eren,” she mumured, e smal rusting cosedmauthed kisses

opened her mauith and touched her tongue to is lower p.
A rough roan rumbled up from s chesi, as if she were causi
him physica pain, She closed hereyes and le herselfIve in he.
rmen it dlcios sersslors s ke rg.s uchudnd
it His scont, is taste, the.
e a-ylnmg‘ e o all, and  switod round o ko a el

Oy, migh v et 3t of e s g her
system.

But he s the best dug of all. “You take aviy my pain,” she
whspa Ho o ook ey bor iy o kst A sho
one afected, oither. From deep

et ek s o sha s vt

paim Below lht, wheretei lover boes vere ressed togther he
Was hard. “Youi o bedter than pain meds.

Ho shited and rested hs forehead against hers, sicing is hands.
i et . i, ngeis shockingly g agart hr 5 You'e
pot all the way hera with me.”

How o tal him she vas more vith hm than she'd ever been with
anyone n her entie T am. Trust me, the meds hare wom of.
Please, Brady, | need—

Rest”
1 can st whon I dead.”

moral 'annckmslaﬂbamle Hs mouth was at her
ar is breath ot against her ski
“Cant,

hst i e mumured, s mouth leaing hot kisses along her

rd s s oant e sc i of the
st sm\, prigheif et her bloody
o o 1 et o o il

ber, contri er logs.
s this what you nesc?” he asked, strumming e ke an
nstrument, Ths?"

a

, rocking ito him.
and went o her ips and hel her stil. “Donit move,
Yool yosmat Wt s o, o e, ot it o

b, e o s torgue ik el s s ke i
betuen her

smesasved i, witing bresth i

Stoy st hex stemly s fis fingers worked their
e o, yo0 o o i S o e she . Wot
ik And then he i lower on the bed and genty pulled the matorial
aside, out of s way. Hoding her lags open with is broad shoulders,
he

A the frst ouch of his longue, she started o shoot straight up, but

“No moving

slngvtw\mhammwlh ploasuro.
ARervard, he held he whi she attempted to ge hersalf under
conto. Or 25 under cantrol 5 she could get fo someone who'd been

spravied on is back. el ued i e crelog nde

Naybe because shed never et herself be winerabie beore, wth
anyone ese.
Euer

him. Hs eyes were closed bu she know he wasn' sleeping. ‘Brady?”
Near?

‘Sha sighed creamiy. 1 lowe o, she though.
Herana g hec hair fom hes face. "Now youll
be abe fosleep”
Yes. Yes showoud ... Bul she forced her eyes open ane last
i o oke s e was sl or
“arms tight 'her and he nuzzled his face in her hair. He



breathed her in, his anms tightening on her. “You'd make a shitty

oo et al s o, el b e i o o o
ancther, and care of them. Hed always come through

kbt ok s o e She w106 v Sty 4
s, knowi et hdcy e e, S ghe o much comért
as he always gane her

“es.

“Promise?”

her. He wasiit big on promises, she knew this. Bu f he gave his
word, it was s good as

e said, and brushed a kiss against er aw. “Now close
Yo G éyes and pp 1
‘She closed hor oyes and ol asleop smling,

“The next time she woke up, her & et ke fre, ber mouth was
e than the Sahara Dosert

sho was In Brady’s Tshirt and nothing eso. The sun was
pocking through the bin, casting shadows on the sheets. The other

ineing e scen o racy
Held slept il

ok oo, bt hi allcomo bock o or. By
shot. Gelting sttches whie pretending she dc' have a neede
phobia. And then

Notring.
o Mil=gray, Dol e A e tken e e ten arued
'Who vias going 0 stay. She remembered Adam leaving, and then
Dol Bracy Goerg e wiha ket S remereas
elcious method of helping her sleep ... That had ended wel for her,
Ve el
‘She locked a the clock. It was e I the moming! She'd never

g, elced by o

on acaon, and shoted e snins
Sk he s, o s s h o, e
over a startlod Boss and jammed her legs ito swoats. The bes she.

Glncing oy af e ikl sitng by her b, she bypassed
them for Mol instead. She would' be able (o un the kennel fshe.
ho
izzy, and nearty fellon her head. Note o sef: no bending. Which
lacing her boos.

s going with the thug ook today
Mowng as fast s she couid without tipping over her oun laces, she:
i

pait
Brady vas ounter Ho had a cat on is ap and
e o, S gt 2 s e e s

wuauy, oL qteptrily M e v i By o
ingerat him. ~You'd best be good to shovas
e bt oy ymymkmuDvM Honesty, |
on't know what Liish was thiking, leting
Sy s s b g s e T il b e

smy ook t e, and withan ey it e, . Yos,

"l covarod b moui and it bck hr lagh a5 or hoat s o

he had o idea what he was doing, was It fo he.

Even as sihe thougt , he looked up and fronned, What are you
doing ot of bed?”

"No rest fo the weary. Thanks fo cparing for me. | can take i fom
bero”

put s hand over hers when she tried o scoot befind the.

counter. Im also closing, Lih”

Tm fe”

“Yeah, maybe, but you'e sil ging back to bed.”

oty 2 s ot cf oo o g vere

o, Theres th biling cleaning cages fedng-
T et al ot
ofyou”

g
“Stp: Disodgng the s, h came round e carker and
s into is ams
el e s dop ey S o o et
it said about her that she was enjoying i bossy, knont-all attituce.
"Youre done here;” he said and tumed {0 th room. Tl bo ight
Noone moe.”
No one i, but the enir room gae a callectie sigh, inclusing
ioh.
One minute laer, Brady set her cn her bed and stood there, hands
on s, a stem look on s face."Stay.
Brady,”sho said very gontly. SUFJ, stupd man. You carit ol me
todo”

e ity wers o b ket e s o oy,

T, wnhadmlcausesmﬂm%mctu‘wsnllrylfalbnm
s o tlnes wilh s g onecalon o

Sy s 5 ok e o o e ‘O, |t
W ot o oy rom 10y e . ns, o

“Dinner, she said without pase.
AT



“Dessert.”
Coos it saing o s he vy caers of s i
isting o a sme.

ooyt irectonsd e

‘much beter, something that neary gave he a mik-orgasm.
Yoiro cry toasing e o sac. eyes k. ‘Bt Tmgong o
remember you said hat.”
Gup.



Twenty

o being conied 0t cain Lieh ried 0 keop by i
m\agmmg"\eibﬂ thz VBG/ going through. Ey!hewvsthal
came by to an i, “On. rark
o Wty 0 pl oy ot e kel
Adam laughed. “Just came from there.” He plopped next to her on

does that mean?
~our kenniels are ful up, since Brady's in the paper again—"
in?"

A
e font pge th i bing e i her ety Thrs
some ko etung i vesty

o e, A bt bocauseh it mako tho
cul. Anyway, now Brady' got chicks fomthvee cout

aside. “Daylime TV is shi. You need

Noting " Jade said inthe tone that of course meant the exact

opposite

“sad Del said to Jade, tossing up s hands. “Crris,
i ot 8 i g, e sy et

Uen et ok beveen e Whovee i

Jodeltec et n Dl discn. S

With whom now?”

ot s, Era ety

confused. "You. | was frting with you.”
hlmﬂﬁvahw&smses\lh
Jace shaok

M, she repeated,
T ety o e Da\scm\maw et ves
e ho s the ik of el axsporston
* lac sai,

i s e o v th priom.”
Sho gt s romes e

4 Dl sl et e and e o1eg o s sosh coit
mov, then caried on ke she wasrit even
o ot oo o e i 7 ke oo o
Lian's
I the harmiess part that chaps my ass.” Jade grabbed the ood,

ontiner forhersell, losing er eyes as she chewedd
lien garcedat
Bul i o ke I g D
Ho grabbed the thir container. “Wo chocked on Brady.”
Lish recogrized the subjoct change a5 a dversionary actic and
i

s ani o e ks b iy Een L e
though s probebly ot offear that shell e o un s If she
Gono. Holaugh a i ok o et . 165 domg e L, 510
worying In fac, he s tellng Loraine where o stick 1" he said. He.
Smiled. “Best moment of
St Liah rieto et up, bt Del' leg was sl e . ‘Rolax.
He's gt it all under control* He had the fied ice, and Lilah knew fom
perience fshe dict demand her shre pronio, he'd ea it all i less
than two minudes. “Gimme.” she said

Shook s hoad.
"1m geting up, Dell”
Noyero ek

Dimaibetis sl thestbom vomen todey” Hespared 8
gers o o, o erely ramued et s

Tieeljust " Liah
No go."Dell held fim. I you up, youie gaing to go check on
i

oo sl onbed s
nce when 0 you tak 0 my octr?”

Not your doctor, your keeper-

Yoo, vl youvert okee yur rty o, gt o mo-

snﬂn m s o You gumpy uben you gt o

‘your problem
wmnymlownkmm s ok it b it
‘She broke of, staring t him. ‘Ave you kidding me? Whal,

et
“What? Dell said, looking around. I Gt o a fucking ting”

P boers v prk s cour i e s, ok
o s ol e St
*Pig. ade said.

Lt v sr e s ot i dcain nd
dsxxmlemmenl and 0ld heself t ves from

o wenig s s o

was.

At eigh, there was a knock at hr ot cocr, bt before she coud

bancath my pilow.” she said o he tal, cark, bult shadow who
‘appeared n her

propped up the amb with a shoulder and a sile iashed
m inthe dark. Impertubable as usual, the bastard
I think we've had enough accidental shoatings for this week.” He



/» do ¢
shoot mo’
tm-;mmamummammmn; tohim. Smack Himfor the
o how| viorked today.

No. she answered honestly. ok st you Bt
o row aqnatyour
fed. “Nowt | beliewe”

ey v ot sh s et

et toged arther g ot of oot s et

for when youe fesing bett

Heat i \W\Mh@ ooling low in e belly. “You verked
perd oo

ihan you do eery day.” There was admiraton in s

oot S 5 o ek e v it 1065
with the heal,

1 don't bring in women from three countes over” she said. ‘That's

Pushing of from the dooan, he came forward unil s thighs.

he bent close.
et o croug o a gow o tho oot
uiideosee i oxtaston, i

Gy she ckd i scly. g s cuppadis e
“Really.”

janted o make sure.” He Kissed her sofly, tendery, and she
Kissed im back. The emation rocked him, she' wudunmm-nm
remor of s body. And sukdely t was al ferocols.
raeeetad e ok o Oy v, S et

T s shit p i her g, she ‘sl when he ook over
the shi of n one fid mol
"Pars, 0 sheispre.neving her rgas cov e conerf
his chest, past s belly button o the waistband o s cargoes.

what beauifd ski
With hs caroi help, she shirmiec out of er s, then Ifted the
‘oo to make room for him. Puling him over the 0p of her, she

nto the mairess. Arching, she wrapped her legs around him,
absarbingthe goan tat wrenched p fom deep n s chest.

“Ligh—

“Inthe becside crawer.”

He puled out a condom and put t on befors e came back cve her.
‘She rocked again shited strategicaly, and then he was inside her,
the sensation taking her breath.

anay.
i youtelcood. . Hole ot 3 sk rsthand

throat,"So fucking.
‘She tried to rock Kmh\p&mﬁmlnmmmvmnlhﬂw\zm
unll e was ready, and as she aiready knew, wasting energy on
g i ves isdss, e oty i e oy
me a minute. Jus fool”
S . v kel . H by v st
mdmani. A cxm g el s e

Tis fce o bers to i a i bt .~

‘Growing low in is throat, he fially began to move, set
agonizingy siow thythm, s hips barely ginding n a circle 2 he did,
carefi not tojar o hut her.

pem:\mslahy\nsp&dhmmshemmwﬂs she even bt
friplerrsper bl
Senwations ook he, Th ushof sy t the ool
every thiust he made had her orgasm biling fom her o6s. Hor oyes.
warted o close, bu she fought th rge, not warking o toarher gaze
fom the ook on is ace. t vas beaui.
was beau
Ao then she was fying over the edge, coing ard. As she.

Tockee on hers, is axprossion rvealing every icker ofpleasure she
e im as he ity followed o over.

few days were crazy for Brady, shuffing between kemel
e g %0 Ao g 591
Wwas the right, honeser,tha stuck wth i the fong, i,
e dap e Lo i b st o artled s o e
ranang 0o by th Sy yearoa s I.yows N Ve ot

aughter fom inside.
When e walked through, he found Lilah in bed, surounded by Jade.
and three other vomen.

H g sonkedLiehu e ot yoga pars ard g i
she wore, the color on her cheeks tht sad she was feeling
ot 1 sty el o sy e
longer in const
brougt pizza, W‘_ ingerral palsh, lotons,

the bed. the center of atention, wearing no bra and a bandage from
getting shot—
st
‘She smled at im and just about melted s bones aay. Hey."
e i bk e, Everyons o she sad kg reyes

e Jsrad Tro takig g contn
Lilah put hr ingers to her mouth and whisted, i aniong
s oer she s 594 nto the ensuing silnce, snagging Bracy’s
copt




P e v g [n e,
e Jae slppe a osmo p agarst e chest. You migt
wan 1 keep tht one. Page fty-seven, ‘Fun with Handoufs.”
More laugher.
Hetumed and et Lias eyes. “Teling aes?” he asked.

Uk An s . b i st el
the hot viter came it of the bathroom fo the et
b mmmmadmm bedoom.
10 her knees on the bed and gave him the “come here”
inger
Pasmg oo, o el ot s lgs b
her ams around his neck. H,” she s
mmmamkxsmmmwlmmm\nmugs
and then he set his forehead
She smi \edmd?ew\haﬁ ke . e, sk ut.

Am(haoae”(
Yo he asked cautously,
s i oot
Hey, you'e the one nearly nake.” She ran her hands don his
e is abs, and then iayed with the edge o the tonel low on
i i, hecre el coerng i Ay et e o
o3 bio al e shoudo oo 6
Ho was on board withthat.
“Ti got ressed. .

“are you going o toll me you

the closet in nothing but ateeny tiny black par o ikini panies.
He groned.

es, up font and personal. Three rights n a o, in fact, and he
‘coudinit imagine ever gtting fed of . ‘Put cothes on,” he saidina
\nice 5o low and thick he barey recogrized it 2s his o, o youl be
dinner.”

Laugfing, Lilah sl a hlter-style summer dress over her head and
e el o sarcl. then kted

tugod e o o et el ogast
s cmst Shalg it

i o 'Enhuymrehmwmssem.d—uemmq;un
ndi

2 meck on e s o e ek st
encameanerat

“\wmwnmammtmleg she pointed out. *And I al
batter. | can

Poryes, ot st iy mor ustons
mdpavkaﬂw\wecl Steak house in Coour @
" needed red meat," he saidto hr silence.
Yes. n:bs:auseyﬂneammm‘
‘Smilng, he came around for her, but she shoved him in the chest
Dm\emlmnkmlcaﬂy\mmem there:
women ke o

z

e
‘She vt Untl they were seatec and had ordered bekore she.
sked Ao vocelbratgscmthing”
e T ot kTt v ik st oy and oot
meirslhmemdsys\mmmmbeﬁxs
e 7 T o o o Thrw.
msosony. Inanen o came Back ek 108y, you 536 yeud
ik
He set is hand over hess. “Tm ot complaining, Liah. Y
you o o lknowyoute S g e et o'

more dey of-
sos studied him over the candie fickering between theem. “Tharks.

- 15t cant bolioe you and Dell ot fo mo so
fast when | noeded you.

hand. "Youd have been fre.”
It couid have gone anather way.” She dew a shaky breath. ‘|
g5

carf.”
Woro cridwoud bo got”
snbbed s hrcs e or . st 50 e
Pper)
o ey ik of i
e b s o e et e
His eyes wore stoady on hers. You know wha | moan. Youll take

how soonthat migh be. I aready been clase to a month, which
meant it coud concefably be orly a maiter of days.
“What d you gel o your lest? he asked. “Grades posted yet7'
5ot a0 A” o siled. "Ony o more semestes 0.0

o o ot ho scay gt Sho it koo
ours awbly closemahe st your s and s o

"G risada bow Recogize 1, doyou?”
sty o g iy, eyes s vmere, You st i
deas on what you

for s, sy shosst ol o sharng
Lo i i, e oo ko sharg vour st it
sl v A s o g

Ho was looking a her, ammamm\ms\m (e
ook happy. |

ettt ot oo i my e snmrinktin e
Bray, haf th ume | dn want 0.5 1

Hs eyes were stomy. Fv\\edwthcevswe Fesling ke a jerk, she




for fun, but then sha'd gone and gatten hor heart imolved. Which Gt
‘xpain what is protiem was. “Hlp me out here, Bracy. T ot sure

et Fedlhe i
i g0 gt o koo otr”

1t why? You'te not long-tem,
o et o s N

‘She stared into s

7 et v, ot focusecn e Tl m

resdancanyar i i you kep et
~ou didrit want in, remern
st s bk e xpresion sugesting e mayheshe
ves g an ekthonete panin s s,
s e, She s bong a pain. |t s called e Because:

et hersel uin wht very well mmbemewmlausumgm she
bad vith him. No regrets, she reminded herseff. Not

They ot the restaurat in silence.
Normal it ves Bradys ol tateof g ki it
o

Mﬂmpuaﬂnmw

e o e cor ek v o st s
e v ok i R i s i i, by
\ovachhaslmaﬂ e onehandedy.

“Goddarmmil,”he breathed when she winced n pain fom tveaking
el hesiog am, a3

e walked around and angled ito the drier's sea, he felt her
s i o
i you

ing tower he, he stroked a strand of hir fom her face, For
ing you hurt yourself ying 1o ge nto the tuck?”
“Forltting me be a5 stubbom as . . wel, you. Tum lf.” e said
when he wouid hexe tume righ to take her home.

He tumed lef and ended up at the comenience store.

Ho arched a brow,

“Please,” she added s0 sweedly that he shook fis head end did
s ke Sh e e, cny o come back i
later with a brown bag and a

oot o e 5 Vo sy fyou ks g, o
call him”

o SEaolron b s verderg e wes gong o ndeed sk

He reached for the bag.
“Noos shossd =T —

ms\nmag\amemwmmm i g o cout s er
inlly docide o take me o some female area to of
e
Her sof laugh was  bai 1o the soul he hadit reaized was.
g, Youaadof o, By
oW "Shoud  be7
S i s omont T ot ot st yes



Twenty-One

L ok Byt ok, i atr v chongin ot o
Yau bout your hopes and orears.

ywrbodybum{rmam»ead
/wm i 03t 0 khawys ot
e ——
oo ol sk ot i o Wik S sk
ter,vaning ol sl i, vanting o o crctc

ing ther,
ok ttaas ot b et ol e, Tty

‘Sometting looking fo ts mate. The vter lapping near thlr foet.
Was right, she had held back. Big-lme. She'd done 50 0t of

regrts o
tobe the womman who coudt—or wouidi—iet hersaflve.

sy, God she o mekigHenlah. Ho it col o, bk

Sinnrwednmml"-ywun rogulr playing cards but the
s al they hac” She shufled and deal then took a swig
e vhakcy ond ot o bt
e o . s s bk s sl s bocusoshe
was sl coughing. “So, you do this ot

lost, She st down the cards.
"Stip Uno?" he asked this time, sil hapetu.

When she smiled, Brady knew he wasn't going o get to see her
st

g ot quie as fn s strpping.” she said. ‘But | hope.
youllike t” She hesitated. Tm going to ell you something about
oy

He was suprised by tis.
Lty e gowof o on g cf o weter,hosiod s
expression. 1 know, ou reacy7
"Hit me." he sad.

I grew up out here
a pair of skimpy, minc-bloning pentes bereatf—hich meant tht he
could hne had her niked in two rounds of Sip U,

“Yes, bul you dct know tha | grow up poor as dit.”
sioppod kg it i Unoand ma gz, | s
rse at the time, | had o idea we were that
Phicttery Wbty trleliistieg
cleaning houses and sewing, laking me with her 5o | wouidn be.
alone. She'd pretend we were going on a rand achenture, and |
v hor ul i e g, whon Doy o vas
poor white rash”
Sty st itene, oo grncin, el g shed
boen.

Laughing ate, she shook her head. 1 Gt even know what white
e e ohe s,k e s bthersd 2 o, When| g1
e, ke my i nd ho ssd e i o

special. e next weekend she took me o th cicus Oveuﬂ!s

leader. | vanted 10 Grow up and have all those avimals around
\wamedhelakecaremlha“ ‘She paused, glancing a him to make
sure he wasn' going o augh
. ach In i chect h sead now, an he et s much
helaghng
twas my frst personal goa for mysel,” she said ity hiting

come up for ar
He smiled past a tight thoal. ke

Tho tooksnlter sl o wiskey ech and ey s
e o s, bt ny bacas o ot 0 sy U e
aratr st

Dmuemlvz Tolk 61 somatirgabut you Somsting

about when
mmm-m@smmmwum\mm which was no

bt ks 0thowhskay. v a urcassonage wbon |
,nspesed o o e, Gt s psodll e

last, and forvaious reasons, | Gt gt o stay at any of them.”
Stay.

to someone.
“Why coudint you stay?” sho asked.
He shugged,

shitin is e, especially inthe army rangers, where too many times.

it hlsanase o cid | praciicail taste, “The frst it carle
g e, andshe i oo
st ooty goun
By, sho sad sl
ccon amly it cughers of o o ey, Teyd

1qestad g and whn o can 5, they aded o .

“Wrat?"She straightened, eyes blazing. “You wereni a used carl
s g n urgo,mekg i s ang e er b

orting skt s cay.”Sh ok a coep b,y
i o court it st o iy e vl me et
they traded you in, 00, fm going to go hunt them down mys

“They got ransieted out ofstate and didnt want o go trough the

gl s 1090 o o . s ono”
“Well, no'



R i s B e o e
ditecsarge o . bl ercloss 0 sidsard rzled s
face into he hair, At tha poit, | e o particuar destinaion n mind.
Tjust warte o be fee, (090"

*So what hay

“Sal happened. He wasn' much on patience, but he knew enough
Heput

gl o s
‘accompiished 7 she asked sofly. “You el fee?”
fospresitriiood
in they took a shot, and Brady wes glad they were within
walking distance o her place.

ay round.
Liahfost. By the time | 9o o igh schod,”she said, knocking

oot e L o o, ot e iy e e, Con
7 Shosok s s arvsernt o et
face.

e soan anyono o beadi
“All my I she went on, “al | wanted was (0 go 506 the word. |
0 my i,
out there. College was my ticke out. | gota ful de at UNLV, and of |

*

bigcity
much fess ef those wids. He could oly imagine how diferent Vegas.
st have scemed to her, Wiat did you thnk of the piace?”
‘She aughed a it “Culturo shock. But it was a oe e, a least
a st.” Sho shock her head. A vas 2 goal accomplished for me
5 el and | never ook trat lighty. Er.
He understood perfect

Exeryone ves. n‘m know | a0 G t— ha 0 succoedt. But then

bacic and fxh, and my oracks crped. Becauss o that some of my
gl g, an ok acouple ot fo meke e

™% et stppos e i o pat bor voutal e youere

P
el ar Acaris aesar oy
N 1l e o e i i e olega” She
loughed. ‘But sweel ofer, tharks. | shehe tha for the next time
er i thm sses e off 1otk at igh waling abes ot a .
|

1ol ors bt s e . S0 he A oy oy
Ty
e eye contact, s e s b e o 118 ke
T

01 elngssncs e ws k. st inyaratit

e evryone o
ok v e body tense. Cieary, this had not
ol oo Sl
ki i et Siertly,
moan from her befre she straghtened. | el inlove with
N it A

v or ooty on. e vt gang o i st
I thougt back.” she said very sotly. But .. it tumed
ot s o i whele e e o idce o mo. Ho was 3

hmssvhewasdmcma\dweﬂ\ksﬂm * She shook her head
"One day he got wind o a poice search at i fat house, and he got

Ho panu(sﬂ-mﬂ o s sy com o Ho o
s his stash,” !
Brody drowa e sowtwacin Wt rppened L
ey kot b ey ke v poceo xhey o
mvam Wi the giffiond. The stupid, nafe:
crowa shaky st Sty veekod ey o
Fage chuming through him for happened i
ey ourtely 05 e S sa. Bt h daroge
s ot 8 oo 58 ks tre o ST MK i
coudnt

working a clexing my neame.
i By skt st vy S ow. it 0tk

it clf o totricaly, scmthing o do il o vay the

much as a ¢
e soves g aie o i e o ceer
ch meant she cout seo his, and that was a good
thrgrhkw:mwas\mmk o peepo n ot o cise,
eloging rod, doep, lastng relaionships that stuck. ft wes a
mnemmnmeneﬂsa\:kgsmrmamm‘ys\smm Tis, he

was certain, had completeh ol ol e you
‘ﬂmhmalessanmw\:yﬂur a-m- 5 bokre he lofL

1 thought about i, but no.”She paused. »eulosha(e\ld!lnsd
{og0anard ol ik about 1 . vl | ess It
mwummnmnmlw hugged her. T

. whe eppesn i Tt v et s 00y
esling with my grandma | came! o take care of her.”

how
sty ahr i, 1 s oo usy 1o wor sl bocas th doters
wanied me {0 put my grandma in a rursing home | . . couldr. | just
‘couint ot 1o hs. She vias 5o independent all her e, 50 isty and
strong ... just coulhit.” She paused, pressing her fece nlo his
voet

“When she died,”she sad very sy, I shoud hexe gone back to
Vegas, but | couldn't even think about it The foy of it was gone for me.



| didn't want to leave Sunshine anymore. | felt like a failure.”
o howTerd s e of g doro . 1w

1000 ashamadol Li
kiddrg ol o s ik i ook T
seducton And the arost nd al it was 505

o g ety ik 20 s roch i
whal had happered {0 her.

“Naio then,” she said. T wasnt ready for the hur. I suprised me

Sheatnagged Noks aguad . ks gt ved et ”
Brady arc “Weird eet7"
Arvdhesd\svgm iodoge and et

bk o
“Ard an?”

I never go 1o ses is feel.”
e ey oo o ks ard e

el Soycaie b singsxcuses an iy ek
jonship. Got . Bt why me?7”
“Well, for starers, ym ok st ok S s

i et s ool Har o a he ot s, Bt

oy (s becaume o vers s conpieesinga, somacne .

Someone who di ntho ond

wouat mmmbscauu\dkup o o b
2l vattage. | Sbout tha, by the

that e vias held in e heart but ot oaned, he'd et hr nside him. S0
was the stupid one here? Hm
o i he chenged herind st ventg 3 e, ters
was loaing. Inafowdays, a5 a
«acnmgmmmep.nmm:mmmmmmmm
behind her ear and traced i finger down her sof cheek. “Lish—
I doritknow ifyou knowthe ules of Uno,”she sad, exticating
umuslaoam standing up. But fyou ose tvice, there’s &
pernalty.” She looked down at him, eyes sfi b sming
‘Sha vias trying to ighten the mocd, and he was game. “What kind
of poa
‘She tugged on the halerte of her cress and it slipped over her
breasis, then her hips, and diopped 1o the ground, pooing at her et
lewnghammh\mmwsemlmumw
‘Sechess heporly” o whicpered roerety.
ook her thumbs in the stings at her ips and le thoso fall
i}

aither. You are 50 beauti, Liah”
‘She smied. and he e a helpless one cune his mouh as v,
‘Corme here” e said

‘Shaking her head, she tumed avy, giving him a heart.stopping

st e ito the water, vanishing benesth the surface.



Twenty-Two

When Liah suraced and shoved her sopping wet har out of her
face, she found Brady ight where shed eft him, sitting on the ecge of

or.
Watching her

Tt her repplos hacrit B

simply rom looki

When he remained s, nothing but that unathomatie star that
was altomatoly turing he on and making her want o stick out her
tongue at him, she cunked.

her feet down, he'd otten o his et
Eyes narowed.
“What are you doi
e raised his voice. He knew he water caied sound with
2 e kg bty
‘anay. Skimy-

", vorsarr
“Well” she sad, Td hoped to hene company.”
“Your am—
Doost hurt” Mich.
“Youre under the nfuence” he said
Shasmied Ao you v youd o akig ez f o7
“Hell, o, 1m womed youl take advartage of
e been tight i her

tofrally loosened
Ho bont nd unted his boots, then kicked ther of, and her
ickod o gor S wartd 13, b pod t 606 m G 1, bt

through all her good parts ke 2 Ping-Pong ball
When he strightened, he puled s shit o and tossed it aside.
“How cold s 17
Ko baifater

mied. Didrt ant to scare you.”
Yoot scarocasly.”
“Unuh, and ow who's the liar?"
Hseyesm\e«mesnemmm unzipped, and shoved

cargoss.
Vot 1o s st Fnging cutof e e when o e
‘Chking back her laugh, she whied and stared svimming, hary
Iy her bac am. She'd been raised out here and had swurm aimost as
‘so0n as she coud wak, but her amn slowed her more than she'd
planmed on.

‘And sure enough. inless than fe seconds Brady carme up
alengside of hr, lampering his pace to match hers.

‘She figped o her back and used her logs. And il he remained
with he. She kept it up o a fow more mindtes, swimiming as hard as.
she couid, rjoying the exerton. Afer @ quarter of a il or s0, she
tumed and headed back.

Bracdy beat her by a length.
Treading vitor about fteen ot from whero thair clothes ay. she
‘Shoved he hair cut ofher aco and bretihed heavly, valcing i
oSk s e, song v g, Hs s vero datand
hot. God, 50 hot. Hisbreathing was labores, {00, but ot neary as
ky." she

o 4 o et s colder e thi, and for

er”
"HiPm. S0 youo a better swimmes than me.”
His smile was slow and sure a5 he cragged her in cose against
i, i vy e oo welr 3 o i o 1 bt of
e Vet 1 cod rd an ra oyt ecoed e
hesad allowand sex

e
His \cice never faled o give her a secre il nush. She found that
there were things that she desy longed (o hear rom fim, things
She'd tad herselfshe cidt need, but she'd ied to hersel.

‘She nesded.

Sodamn much.
Sosheshed sen coser kg o ot o
e gt ko s, s [ booysa\d
ge o or e i vica e wedd

el i o or e v of s oy e e

mumu
NS s e P o s e o ke s sl wih e
ingemals. A sound ofsheer male pleasure, neary a pur ealy,
ped i

Hovas far agas o el Novng o vt tho shalowe
o his knees with her so thl she was stradding his
ap 1 oo w1 e e wevesvbeﬂby e e s

at your mouth,”ho said huskily,  wan it

oHis o etchad in e s, i o shik s e o

Wt fo a minute.” | was reckioss, and she G care. Damit, for
once, she wart o do something wid, someting ithout thinking

i, e arlrk bk g e der, S g

e wpere ey wrm s
‘Andthen again. And again. Unti she fot like she was going to



“The timbre o his sexy veice sone nearly sent her over the edge.
e caesong 2 o st jbortich o
ok s s st

her, ang she arched her s, sloting et et
DL Tenig s ends on e, e pessed i rshead o e
T moe. Not inch.”

D e e o A i, v v thn
Plicd il dh- bbbl
tok cortrd ofth i, s fgesdgong o s ol er
€0, the ruscls s s kgt e

ounpissnre S Kasad i shier ms mm s,

o o e o6 0 2 v
pulled ot ofher, cosing his eyes when

Do a0 whenshe i 1 h vy shlow velr, o
aswmmmswmmw
Laughing, o th san bracing el cn s lbove,

athim, oo.

s carato i most prssh rston Kissg ey 1 she
the vy he breathod her rame. “Trust me,” she whispered
* Areaty trero”

When she crew him rto her mouth, is figers sid into her i,
quiding her ko the rhythe he wanted, undl vith a deep breath, he
lited i head. “Liah—

i

Ho made a sound o ustration and closed fis eyes when she.
resumed, his ips focking up to mest her every e on him now. Ho.

asping,
into st in e hai. Hs eyes were shut tiht, his teeth grted. Liah—
Crstim gong o

commanded, miroring s words back at him. “Let go

o he stnggled o regain s
breath, she kissed his thigh, his ip, he spot low o is ndged abs
where his skin was so saliny smoat

He was stil laying there, eyes closed, sil as a ock, as if e
couint possiby mow a muscle. She e her head. “You okay?”

n 0wl and the song of rickes. Finally Brady tumed fis head and met
ber gaze.

‘She gined.
A smi ST e 1525 ok I ot rked o by

oo s s dooonod s hepulle horclse

il e o h s Puling et e, o rusheda
Kss to her temple. “You undo me, Liah. Every time.”

Do you ke thet?

Yo neary rendered me unconscious with pleasure. | fucking loed

"Can you o yet 7 she askec.
et o2 imehe
T aere ll e s, A then stted
mw mx e

When sho it she i swes e o s o
gt Lot el Yook my s

e lek ry
Il keep”

Lilah, Jesus. We can' velk though the voods nked.”

Yo trined for al contions, solder.” she called back. Keep 1p”

ster a5 ey vl s s ko et o mocn
. ho sad a momer o2ty vl o e
cain Ao coud
ot e 0" T o i, e rogpad e cthes ot her
couch nd smioc. au samin th il vetrs, Bracy. Al
michight. You know what that moans’
ey ey o i e i oy e
eyt sys e o yoie in dnger g your o o
she remincd
Wi snaqged er b the s and e s aked byt hers.
ety ko sy .| ke oun e
roah? Arct il 7

your e say’
nsayslmmmnmta\mummarmzwgmmn tight here
Ho dragoed her down the hal, grabbing a condom ot of e

conered her body with his. Right pow”

When he put is mouth to er breast, she cried out in sheer
pleasure. Shoid barey recovered flom that beore he was inside her,
whisparing n her ear 0 ghe im everything sho had, exary e piece.
et o i o s

o choice but 1o ge it o him, gve him everyting, her
ory solace vias in knowing that he was doing the sarme.



Twenty-Three

chest and Twirkles on s fet,both of ther staring at i balefuly.
He scrubbed a hand aver his face and et ut a bresth. Alone again.
A Turkes sa
claws.
“Josusr” Brady pushed the kiten of o him. Bare-ass raked, with al
‘mchate Do et oy e g e
" i - vy S s ol et st st

oss said, and tumed n a cirle on Brady's chest, using

vaeallmapaane‘ldhksmbe!mimwu
Ho'd aways beon tho frst one awake in the past. Holl, he'd newer

throwhis etire unherse into a aispr
Seting he shover o 0 s, heciin s ot s e
ante . Hoad doun. el e et beaddoun o s shoucrs

e sy it im it vaing a o oo
o vt h i e O Liah ot v oo ko i o

sesoch o ot o h el B % B ol
hslee«mﬁmlhemamdvsmsheﬂ under the couch.Brady sighed

g ops. oty iAol

Sepi: Sy ol tho i o g ok s . Yoo
e, Boss, ot
Nothing i dogers coming s vy
"Nice vew.”

i the frnt door. She was canying two cofles and a donud bag, and
ngmtmamm e el inowe. " you tell me you rave a.

sanings and anything efse you want.
“Whet if| brought someihing ity ko o beat g mun”
“Then forge th Ife saut
S laspod Wt vert 3 st
He grimed. “Ten d say youre cas

the counter. Enjoy”
“Wait a minule, he said as she started out the door again. “Where

are you gor

s ths il thg calld e

- tjust show up and go.

e - S e cpen e oo, tre ke
back “But hanks for st gt~

his chest. Then he grabbed Liah, (00, Thanks for st right?” he
Tepctod suions kg .1 ek o axtock ot by, et
xactly s it youe thanking me for, Liah?”

Srecpened e e D cal pons rang g, ek

fking el T rssed Ho e o h cue f h neckond
ferin You sl 0 dam g e making me hngy
Hel\ck.edhatma(
o s s Norg pach. At you gong o arwer
tat7 sho aske o hs phone.

e bo et
e renl e co ok o ayting e ioter

She was looking af him a i hed s is s
‘And it was crtirly possibl that he had. Swearing, helet o ofher,

s werk
“Dell o Adom need a plt "
No. Tory.”

“On," she exheled, taking a step back. ‘He's caling because—"
“Because s beon a morih, which is what | 5id | needed. He's

“Youre leaving”

1 shouid e aready lef, Lieh.”

Sho swallowed. When?”

Lo | sai, he wanted me yostorday.”

“Today ortomorow maybe. Depends on wht he says.
‘She nodded. " see.

Yeah, except she coudt, She catldit possiby see, not when he
‘coudnt, And he honestly couldn't see how the hel he was supposed
10,0, Ho answered s phone with a teso ‘Mile” and waiched as
Liah gratbed one of the coffees and walked out o he.

offce and stopped before siling a her desk.
No.

the bulding,
her. Siowly she sid down the wall, g in {0 her weak knees.
s leaing

her @arie par of s anatomy, a part hat had never aled {0 deiver
onits promise. Hs et had been bare, is chest, 00, and just looking

Hace. &
‘And he wes leaning




e o o v s n e,
rose. Dammit. Swiping a them. she headed back nside, uhere she.
o busy fast with the usual drop-fs feecings, walking, and general
o of the animls, not to mention the creaded papenverk.

offhr now scar from being shot. Cruz was suitably horfed and
Lot when she s of i, Lich ke s wey to Bl Hoven o

Vel e o sl an fond Rearecg, sho
2round toloae and pass

e, even though his other phone Was finging of the haok and the

b scens e o letns oflce,
she remebered tha Adam was gone, 100, Hed el
|as| uw o Do e 1o o SR cobrt "o i o

- T—— fotroiing oom
St vk ko chaos, Thers werscogs andcat, s s
None vers pricuary cam, and eihervers (e umars
o et wih e e
Brady stood betind the recepion desk, scouling dakly at the
‘computer as if e were consideing tossing I ot the window. Wiich

it cuprie Lih e hd chiusy s o k. Ot
heid worked s e s he had from the.
i o wt e e P o sy i B a5

was, hefd pr
athers’ safety andior wellbsing.
Wht did surprise her was how well he it in. With the tow, with

camar Dl Wi P al ot ho et f ot o vl
heid made sure (o have their backs, all of them. H had a rea bond
ters o«ema\stvekmslamed him

m u

S st o Bkt it ek e e ¢

ade herfea good, el comected.  made her fol happy.
“That would change, very scon, when he left And yes, she'd known
ek coms, it she s 1oy, Ao o, e Gt
ik she oo vodibe

very l0s6 o i {0 be heard, Probiem” sho asked in s car.
d 2t her. What makes you tink that? The fct that

my headis spinning around and around, orthat theres twehe pectie
and only one:

doctor?”
“Ah. A scheduling snaf”
“Thet, or someane's messing with me.” He gare her
ook, eyes narowed and cark. Very cark. -nsmm it
With a low laugh, she fted her hands and shook
Dot ey ok o ocerce. cowtter
“Hey. I\e never messed
v v o Yo o Qe vilh s chin bt s
dosk ks
o bentlow and saw Twirkies spraniod out and ast asioep on
s et o o coaty. s e g e S

e S a4 mmw ey e sy o
Ho s ol ok 1 rc s, cropped s head to her
bk, and 3l Ploaso boprmo-

it v tho s, it ot
P risieitih m;sesmmammmw strokeda
hand over is it

oo and e e ch. She tape e rgers o e
Keosr et schedme “Well, darn. You'e double-,
tipl-, and quackuple-book

o o o b vt o fhor id o o, brcoden o

dosk as b aoked overher ead i the computer screen. Tell o
‘somelting | don't know:

i biceps. His 5in wouid be werm, and ust beneath,the muscies
Would bo taut with strengih. She could smell is deodorant and.
bencath that, the scap he'd

Hors.
Unable to'stop hersef, she id i, she tumed her head i the

e the ery ip of her tongue.
“ulan ! he said waringly, s oice barely auble, nanting fom his

O Yoo o ancl ko it coada” she Whispared soty.

youss gy e s sy am ryu”
Yes. Yes, as a mter o fact, it .
“I1cve the scent ofyou” he whispered. o e of o And
s rogtodo i e s
g i she s iy e cr i e
oo

o o e st o e i s iy it e spet
just beneath her ear, The cne he knew that melted her bones anay.
T it g s e sk “Ard kg th s 1o an

o v Sk ot et i can do h el in
the exam room and speed things along for Dall”

His eyes never lefhers. Yes, bt that would leave me behind tis
dest

Brady over in arous degrees o nfrest, mwmm\ngmm
“Poor baby. Must be tough, having al these women



And how about you? he munured in her ear, taking a quick ni
ou ofit. "You want e’

if anyone happened o look orer a them it woud appear as i they.
mmmmsﬂy:hﬁwr\z computer screen—ahich had gone o
20 eney e o s i v s show ol Bele
Hais el
iy s, sl fom o past month. Ty vero gt
shots, but Lilah wasn' absosting a sing one because Brady was
‘whispering a usid suggesiion i her ear, which made her both gasp
and wesk at he kness.
oyttt o o . she s
yebbed the sign-n sheet and caled the frst name. “Toby?"
Sy o Ty S

me? she asked.
Looking both hungey and amused, he tume 1o th fles. Hor last

nthe exam room, Shelly armed hersef. ‘Damn, . Death s hot.~
* Liah mumred,

tofanherself s vl
your consenss” Shally asked shly.
Uh e Same 3 yous”sheadnic, and umed 0 g0 gt
el b e como oo o with By, s
Jekdng ol eres uvscto e ove iy nd
fashad im a quick smi

his eyes promised rtrbution. Wrich orke for her, bocause
she'dleamed she really liked his orms of retiution.

1t s two very busy hours late boforo there was any sort of
oreather. Liah inally cropped into a chair beside Brady at th font
desk. "And | thought my i :

ol s cazy. Ho gt tofis et

you going
Heg-lslusdm!mvﬂﬂngmnmmsusssm\y empty.
Mings oo e conrl s
e v o gl bk
oyou dont. Cuz i tere. Ltk brosth. 1o oo
“Serously. you—
meani o togo Lih”
(O O, darmn Sheld managed to work her denial up good, almost

facing this. You'e eaving ight now?”
Hs eyes sadit al
But how can they expect you tojust up and go at a phone call?
s oL Pt or e 0 ben ol s
Legs vobbly. she plogped back nto the cha and put a hand to her
actingheat Tia i Sty i Toll e
1mnoadadin Afica by o e weok. AT e 09010
LA fr

fm soy.”
‘She let ot  puposefu breath and red 1o shake her head, but her

me. You werent 2 home base o groving roots. e aways
kmm Lsten to he, how mature. Even as sihe thought 1, her

oyes il
"Dl e ispee sty ort
T et She shook e hesdandves pro f s, She.
staad and et upon o 0 st e hand on s ches, brshiog
Kiss over s mout
eI wor 6 1o i, bt sho ko hy o soten sl

honeier, was tell
tobe ok

@y.
Because it wasnit,
‘She dt el fike shed ever be okay again.



Twenty-Four

el rpe:
hewent 1o Smity's and tuned up the Bl 47 even though it
erringpefct e i et 0 s .o G it
‘whomever Dell and Adsm fired 10 have any problems. He vas stl

‘when he heard ootsteps. Sametring i s chest kicked hard, but as
ch i i, L g 4y
Wero ot e
o tamod o oo Dol ant Adam,who boarded lockig sy
‘serious. Well, Adam alvays locked serious, but there wasrit 50 much
s a gimer of a smile on Dells usually good-humored, afable
Brady shook fis head. ~You spent aldmmwiu"swﬁxw
the Ball. You'\e had an aerage o hree calls a weck where s

‘Alene wouid be hiappy to hire on and ly for you”
“Sure." Adam said. And vl use them as needed. But we're ot
hing anyone on flime.
"You guys want and need a tird parte. Youre crenwerked, you

~ou Dl said
Showed his fingers through s hair and stared a them,
ustated at all he unexpected things he was fesing at leaing. “This

last
o Ncoudstay ey Dl s s wha your paneyass
v kg wor o ko ko you o s s

fromgiay
“He's eing e oot n s 100 et A s ely. He's

Running ootsteps sounded, and again Brady’s heart Kicked,
Bocauso s it vas Liah.
ushing Up 1o the opened door of the Bell, he chaeks
ﬂmmamnv\nmsm:aw&mysmmmmmmm
out o beat

vas afaid
e et sid and med 0 e, pusninga kes e,
g bera ek spesze, Wi ors st rg
orwerd and imon 6 bk o
sy o Snencot oo Bt e e
L, and then e s g, e, o o of e e,
was heavy. Not awkviar ust ... weghied. Unable to
per

Brady let o a breath and removed her sunglasses.
‘Sho binked up at him rom eyes that were clear and .. . notfullof
a5 it tumod ot

And somehow that was worse, far worse. I have 10,60, he
e helog sl i moment

e rossing her anms. You heve (o
Heham‘lexpeﬂsdw oot e oL s

p, Brady.” She. axms, grabbed his shit, and
ysmmumm et it o s o, gl T o 1
o heart ino L. Then she setled n and the kiss.

D coudrcoe, s en

Slow degrees uni hr s were nothing more ther
barely «mmmmssmcm‘ i yoursel;” she wh
sy soanst s |

o 50 move i by sl a e for . She . vt

himto stay.
And suidenly he remembered how he'd reascne with her when
she'd had 1o gve up Toby and then Sadie. He'd tald her that i she'd

twas okay 10 et them go. That haunted the hll out of him now,
bacause apparotly she'd listoned and taken his words (o hoart.

animas Tmloaurg”hesad sgan, st caseshe
P idea.

sai
Hojust stared at her, and then shook his head. ‘Okay, wat a
mincte. Why is tis 5o easy for you, leting me go7"

Wrat?'

b e s oy onto oot i
0 your sice, inyour heart, but when s me,

Joaghemes smka s v et e

She mauth then closed i, Then stabbed him in the
chest with her finger, herd. “Well, whet would you hae me do, &l at
your foet and beg you ot t0 607

Yeah. Actualy. A ltle bit.

Meype.

(s, he was one patheti asshdie
She let cut mirthiess laugh. T care about you. | vent you. And
neither of those two things change whether you go o ol Do you
understand the helplessness of that? And exen then, honestly, |
i

e o i o it Vet gy e o
e, Yo gorg e 8 e g e Sho pessed ordpen
chest, Here. Youre in

e k. o you i By W Asingo dogsiaing
toar fll and sho swped t angrly away. "But you need yourrappy
place. s no here, you heve to g o't And | need o et you.” She

Pased, I ot soh brken broth. ou taught et~
Whle he was stil absorbing her words, and the utler angush in

Soft Kiss across his s, Hs hands ot 1o hr s 10 hold her



against him and he closed his eyes, burying his face in her hair.
Liah Hs voice was raw and maichod fis throat and the buring in

a pered
jaw. s okay 1o Qoif thal's what your heer i teling you She pulled

tako Twirkios back when you go." she whispered. And with
one lastfong lok, she I,
o i o o skt o it st
Held gotten what he warted.
was free 10,60
Shoking s ead o hgped down u of e hlopler

Tk sttt sttt sc s 1 e

Passengers seat and Twikies hoppea v, e shogn
oo Bty o o st enough s ot o e
sucked. Noway wes he doing it to the dog—his dog. He ves taking
Tnirkies

e mind his fucking heart, he had o idea.
“This vas h
It wes aways his choice.
Nodirg, e v, kg 0lock back n s e i
he e

o ki ot s roniow i tho ntro i 0 LA

took him al righ. AL LAX just befre dawn, he parked in long-tem
Toinkies

e chates fo fom Ty edbkedim oot 3t

sure what our choices e going told the dog. “Or

exactly where Tony hasmd(smssndemw\heveae/ues

log f the trip”
“Tuirkles 6ot ook concemod, he was just appy to be imched.

iohead

lvssdlc/slwugﬂ Voutastt o
o o i sh oy Sh o o without knoing et
shovos sy, Sho s s cwming
(Christ, he was a total and complete jackass. Leaving her wasrit

‘sack of shit with too much pride for is o damn goox

He ookee down al Twnkles, who was snifing everylhing in s
peth. 1 don't wan 10 0o tis

Wel, that wasrit quit true. Ho st wanted s job fying to all
comers oo cah Hojustvaredsemaling d 0 go g v

Ale.
Homolonor et 0wk 247, noer st o slowng
o pad e & e kotu, mese

-heired, mossy-green-eyed
reason named Liah Young. He stopped walking, Del was righ,”he.
520 10 Twinkies, who stopped, 100 then sat on Brady’s foot. | am a

ol e ol pore. o ke i o5 o Tery.
“Where are

U o Tes
g Chvy o st g s “And thenext o7
“Mayte b 1 oong ofine o2 s

inefora
‘\ need Yt

mgsmamu
Sy e gt ool o o ctch p en e

the e maring,Bracy sopped o e -l ooty s renes
Wwas about 0 do. Broak@ast?” he asked the dog.

wnmmnm Got it” Ho went inside and loadoc up.
s, bagels, and

Lnd(shkeywmmylrumﬁmacmtm the young

sen s e ves e s s maTing o cash

 frst day n fonn,
hovg of sox 247
' actually moro of a bribe than breakfast,” he said.
2 bbbl vt horcum ad st e e nd
gasses frames. For Liaf
there

s tola.
Con't b it K ot nough o e looking 00t 8 tho
o f

ceruts s s aron th e’ she s, beggng
e ‘Voumakemrulahhmy ‘and tha’s worth more than the

nsinass, bt o feally ves it ot n Sushing, Liah s
s business. Thank you"

Sno o an e i s bt Bt you s ko, s
il e and T nvr sl you ncter plece o crzp . e
i vtk oottt
rgime.

“Undorstood,” he said, no telling her he'd alreacy scrowed up.

“Jst i case,” she sald.
In case of whal, he vasn't sure, bu he'dtake al the help be could
ot



Twenty-Five

Lish stood in font of her outside kennes, hose in hand. The duck

loowdep i ings e he it vert ok . s 1y
attctie

Adting to he stross level was the facttha today vias th frst

e o wiork at Bele Haven's moniHly animal adoption ciic.
Wy " she sad to no one in particuiar, ‘completely sucks.

Because hed done .

Holdle.

By o ke i ikl nd or e eat, and

Shaaon S S bt e and v ol s
Shed kooun hevewdd 0.
Butsherd
mmmmwumwmaxmmwm«mm
mmit, fogged up her sunglasses.
smna singasses
o e s s i,
mmmsmmsurgasmmmmdmmmnm
i bt succeeced oy e crooked on er ce and
she ‘sighed
" meybe 2 tarsigped.
i .l h own o, Sho 'l himsho v him. Sh
stay

“The thougil brougiht a few more unaanted tears and futher fogged
T lns. Sh coudnt e ing. Sowhen he ose il o camer o

i weer and o ko et
ho osoar echod iy o o vl
anid s o g b Bt
something sippery and down she-
Forastumod e sho st e thronthegound, absating how
bad every inch ofhec el

Geeat,
it 0 50 Ada or Dl O mayoe acistome: S sk a

o Sy o gt sometig. D Sho ok ake
arater gy i e ok o S o S
was parking and—oh God—uming of is tuck, she.
b s o vt o o et Lok B
Even when covered in it and qunk.
o scrwch . St o sl st e s cakd
90ing {0t the last vew he hiad of her b
ke . Becauss ookg) e shedusbeen 2 vl Tt conest
e, why hadrit she pul on a lack T-

was on sptng ek n P, Ot o Gi's Goro Wi
ut, Brady, ths s wha youto eauing.

{olook busy, reksng ot and ok & hm 25 P g ot of e
o

‘She heard Tuinkles'slte paws poundng the round as he

his ta.
“Aw she murmured, hugging him close with her free hand, fesing

hu?” she mumured, cupping hs face. “What ae you doing here?”
e
Her heart croppe to her toes. Keeping her back to hm, she.

ty dermanded, orjust

nowhe vis
O God. She couid't do . She'd goen used 1o thefact that he

"She hackt giten used to the fact that he was going, and
nmhemgsvee\ < geric v g e
come in, h repests
S st T gate .
1 don't mean o the yard
RS ey ek o - S vas st an s st
forhimto go.
again, she vas going o throw herseif at him and cling. She nodded,

mascara while she was a .
A ig hand pried the hose from her fingers. The water shut of, and
then that hand was back, tuming her (o ace him.
Finges sl sorg hjan and o o up. ok
Ho was dressed for the b, or S0
prfbmiooipt iesegdiagty Pt button-

she coudn' pay al
e o vty 1 6 Wi o S0k xprossin ho
suglasses woroaricolouch
he tock them offofhim.
o ood 6 1ot ok e B i et i Ho rega

eyes were stark and clear.
Ao ity it
Porsungasso, i sho s h b, vl
wnnsuum boliciers apored
S s ey bt o s, Whih, o ot vl
roged oneroe.And et hed g she mgt s
Look al me.”

her eyes and saw what he had cradied between fis
[ et lighcn



asked, and ook at tha, her voice was perfectly clear. No iy to ell
tha she was broken.
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