






Also by Alison Bechdel

Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic

The Essential Dykes to Watch Out For

Are You My Mother?: A Comic Drama



COPYRIGHT © 2021 BY ALISON BECHDEL

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE SELECTIONS FROM THIS BOOK,
WRITE TO TRADE.PERMISSIONS@HMHCO.COM OR TO PERMISSIONS, HOUGHTON MIFFLIN HARCOURT

PUBLISHING COMPANY, 3 PARK AVENUE, 19TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016.

HMHBOOKS.COM

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION DATA IS AVAILABLE.
ISBN 978-0-544-38765-2

ISBN 978-0-358-55484-4 (SIGNED EDITION)

LINES FROM “TRANSCENDENTAL ETUDE” BY ADRIENNE RICH FROM THE DREAM OF A COMMON
LANGUAGE: POEMS 1974—1977. COPYRIGHT © 1978 BY W. W. NORTON & COMPANY, INC.

USED BY PERMISSION OF W. W. NORTON & COMPANY, INC.

BOOK DESIGN BY ALISON BECHDEL

EISBN 978-0-544-38578-8













































































































































































































































ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I’M GRATEFUL TO VAL ROHY FOR READING THIS BOOK AS IT EVOLVED, AND FOR HER RESEARCH
ASSISTANCE--WITHOUT HER I WOULD NEVER HAVE DISCOVERED THE EDIFYING BOOK
TRANSATLANTIC TRANSCENDENTALISM: COLERIDGE, EMERSON, AND NATURE BY SAMANTHA C.
HARVEY. VAL WAS A GREAT HELP WITH COSTUME DESIGN, TOO, ALONG WITH HER COLLEAGUE
ANNAMARIA FORMICHELLA.

THANK YOU TO JANE SHARP FOR TURNING ME ON TO DOROTHY WORDSWORTH’S JOURNALS, NOT
TO MENTION THE LAKE DISTRICT ITSELF. I’M ALSO GRATEFUL TO DIANE GAYER FOR PRESSING ON
ME HER COPY OF POETS ON THE PEAKS BY JOHN SUITER.

MEGAN MARSHALL’S REMARKABLE BIOGRAPHY, MARGARET FULLER, A NEW AMERICAN LIFE, SERVED
AS A NAVIGATIONAL GUIDE FOR ME, A SORT OF ROPE BRIDGE OVER THE SWAMP OF ALL THE
MATERIAL I TRIED TO FIT INTO THIS BOOK. I’M GRATEFUL TO MEGAN AS WELL FOR GIVING ME A
ACTUAL GUIDED TOUR OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS.

MY GRATITUDE TO SOPHIE YANOW FOR HER STAGGERINGLY COMPETENT PRODUCTION ASSISTANCE
IN PUTTING THIS BOOK TOGETHER IS REALLY BEYOND MY ABILITY TO EXPRESS IN WORDS. HER
PRODIGIOUS CALM IN THE FACE OF MY VARIOUS PANICS WAS ALSO QUITE AWE-INSPIRING. JAM
STURM AND MICHELLE OLLIE OF THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES EACH VERY GENEROUSLY
SHARED IDEAS AND ADVICE EARLY IN MY PROCESS ABOUT HOW TO COLOR THIS THING.

I WOULD BE HOPELESSLY LOST IN THE FOG WITHOUT MY SUPERHUMANLY PATIENT AND INSIGHTF
EDITOR, DEANNE URMY. I’M DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR HER STEADY COMPANIONSHIP ON MY CREATIVE
TRAVAILS. AND I WOULD HAVE PLUNGED DOWN AN ABYSS LONG AGO WITHOUT SYDELLE KRAMER,
MY AGENT AND METAPHORICAL LEAD CLIMBER.

I’M PROFOUNDLY GRATEFUL TO BETH BURLEIGH FULLER AND DAN JANECK FOR THEIR PEERLESS,
NAY, BREATHTAKING COPYEDITING.

THANKS TO THE TEACHERS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED TO ME THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE
MIND AND THE BODY: SUSAN RIBNER, MY KARATE SENSEI IN THE MID ‘80S; WILLIAM PROTTENGEI
MY YOGA INSTRUCTOR IN THE LATE ’80S; AND MY SAGACIOUS, AS WELL AS VERY POSSIBLY
ACTUALLY ENLIGHTENED ACUPUNCTURIST AND QI GONG INSTRUCTOR, ARTHUR MAKARIS.

THANKS TO THE MACARTHUR FOUNDATION, WHOSE SUPPORT MEANT I COULD ALLOW THIS BOOK
TO TAKE AS LONG AS IT NEEDED TO. AND TO THE GUGGENHEIM FOUNDATION--MY PROJECT
TURNED OUT RATHER DIFFERENTLY THAN THE ONE I DESCRIBED TO THEM. I’M GRATEFUL TO THE
CIVITELLA RANIERI FOUNDATION FOR AN IMMENSELY RESTORATIVE RESIDENCY. I FELT GUILTY 
ALL THE TIME I SPENT RUNNING AND BIKING IN THE UMBRIAN HILLS, BUT IN THE END I THINK 
CAN COUNT IT AS WORK. THANK YOU ALSO TO HEDGEBROOK FOR A BRIEF STAY DURING WHICH I
ACCOMPLISHED LITTLE MORE THAN STARING DAZEDLY AT MOUNT RAINIER IN THE DISTANCE. THAT
TOO NOW STRIKES ME AS A CONSTRUCTIVE USE OF MY TIME.

THANKS TO SALLY FELLOWS, CATHY HUNTER, AND ALL THE TOWANDANS FOR THE BACKCOUNTRY
ADVENTURING. YOU ARE MY INSPIRATION.

EVEN THOUGH I DEDICATED THE WHOLE BOOK TO HOLLY RAE TAYLOR, I MUST THANK HER
EXPLICITLY FOR THE HUNDREDS OF HOURS SHE SPENT WORKING ON IT, AND FOR EVERYTHING
ELSE SHE DID TO KEEP OUR LIVES AFLOAT WHILE I WAS COMPLETELY ABSORBED. BUT I’M
PERHAPS MOST GRATEFUL TO HER FOR THE DRAWING EXERCISES SHE CLEVERLY DEVISED TO
JUMP-START MY SLUGGISH CREATIVE ENERGIES. HOL, I LOVE COLLABORATING WITH YOU.





Praise for

ALISON BECHDEL

FUN HOME

“FUN HOME MUST BE THE MOST INGENIOUSLY COMPACT,

HYPER-VERBOSE EXAMPLE OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY TO HAVE

BEEN PRODUCED . . . PIONEERING.”

—NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
ARE YOU MY MOTHER?

“MAGNIFICENT . . . BECHDEL’S TRIUMPH IS NOT JUST THAT

SHE’S EMERGED FROM HER TUNNEL, WITH WEARY BUT CLEAR

EYES, BUT THAT SHE’S BROUGHT HER MOTHER WITH HER.”

—ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

THE ESSENTIAL DYKES TO WATCH OUT FOR

“A BOOK THAT STILL FEELS AT THE CUSP OF SOMETHING NEW:

A WAY OF FOLDING THE WORLD INTO FICTION, OF EXAMINING

HOW THE PERSONAL AND THE POLITICAL INTERSECT IN

INTIMATE LIFE . . . THESE CHARACTERS ARE LOVED — AND YOU

FALL RIGHT IN LOVE WITH THEM TOO.”

—NEW YORK TIMES
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