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THE MAGHNIFICENT GOLDCLIFF

TRUST BUILDING '
€ BESIEGED BY A GIGANTIC WALL OF FOISONDUS WINDY
PLANTS. SWEET-TALKED INTD SUBMISSION BY MERLE! SANDS
€r GUARDED BY THE TERRIFYING TRENT THE TREANT
BATTLED BY THE MIGHTY MAGNUS!
€ CROWNED BY THE VAULT, WHERE MASTER CRIMINAL o
THE RAVEN FACED OFF AGAINST THE ARCANE e
WONDERS OF TAAKD! ) _;_; -

I %
- FANTAEY
{0STLO
®

THE MILITIA STAGING AREA
€ (OMMANDED BY THE ILL-FATED CAPTAIN
CAPTAIN BANE. SECRETLY A SEEKER FOR THE
BUREAL DF BALANCE.
€ WHERE THE COURAGEDUS MONK HURLEY
BROUGHT DUR KERDES BACK FROM THE BRINK
OF DEATH!

THE HAMMERHEAD
HEADQUARTERS

©r SITE OF THE TITANIC BATTLE WITH
THE FIENDISH HAMMERHEAD GANS!

HURLEY S GARAGE

€r WHERE NURLEY RECRUTED OUR ADVENTURERS
INTO THE PERILOUS SPORT OF BATTLEWAGON RACING—
A RACE THEY HAD TO WIN TD DEFEAT THE RAVEN
REVEALED AS BURLEY'S GREAT LOVE. SLOANE!

THE RACEWAY
€y SPEED AND MENACE COMBINED AS DUR INTREPID
TEAM Z0OMED DUT ON THEIR RAMWASON TO FIGHT

OFF BLODOTHIRSTY RIVALS!




THE FINISH LINE

€ WITH OME LAST CLEVER
SWITCHERDD. TRAED WON THE EACE

THE VINEY COLUMN OF DEATH
fr TAALD MERLE AND MAGNUS BATTLED
- VAUANTLY AGAINST SLOANE AND THE ALMDST
- : ) INSURMOUNTABLE POWER OF THE NATURE
RESIDENTIAL _ CONTROLLING GALA SASH
DISTRICT = {1 s .

o THE COURAGE OF WURLEY SAVED TWE ASSES OF
DUR SERDER

- THE TREE OF
ERSTERN ' UNENDING LOVE
o= QUARTER € THEIR POVERFUL LOVE FREED SUBANE
AND NURLEY FROM THE GRIP DF A GRAND
RELIC. AND HERE THEY FOUND THEW
NDT-SO-FINAL REST

THE MILITIA
HEADQUARTERS

o€ WHERE CAPTAIN BANE REVEALID
HIS STUMMING BETEAYAL AND
SUFFERED A GRISLY DEMISE AT THE
HANDS OF A MYSTERIOUS WED RDSE

O THE GAIA SASE RECOVERED
DUR BOYS WEADED BACK TD
THE BUREAU

I CTUARY

GiF T SHOP
MILITIA RD
FYLON
FLDoR 28
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= ADMITTEDLY, IT'S
BEEN A STRANGE
YEAR, FELLAS...

LIKE THE ROOM IS
SPINNING AND YOU

- 5 \1
Race H'Uﬁ‘*
C1ass FIGHTER
pomoEi guGiERY
AodiTR Ene pRshils

wood

mace DHARE

class CLERIC

molidad
=3 AWdsome taste m
comgort foctwaar

«BUT, WHEN I LOOK DOWN
AT EVERSUMMER; ALL DECORATED
FOR CANDLENIGHTS, I GET
THIS FEELING OF—

T LT YT 3
o T ovmmaae







o
3
4
v

PANTHEISTIC!




PAN-THEISTIC, HUH?
I NEVER KNEW MY
CRUNCHY, HAIRY LITTLE
L\ PEITY WAS THE REASON
FOR THE SEASON.

v «~THIS &
WOODEN CARVIN
OF A DUCK! .”"

L[|

—
>~




A ADUCK-SHAPED Y-
'\ wHETSTONE! /.

THE IRRATIONALLY
ANGRY SENTIENT
WAD OF CHEWED

Bagoge S fs #
«»siicing and dicing
=» Homesty




DON'T UNDERSTAND !
THE TRUE MESSAGE OF
, CANDLENIGHTS. .




A SHIELD/ : THIS IS

ﬁfﬂﬂ?s"@c

F#DFSCLPTiaMe

poubles as a journal

= §TATE &

ReCOUN? Your past baitles

(res] or im.y}a edra
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I SUPPOSE I CAN
OPEN A LINE OF CREDIT
FOR THE THREE OF yOU,

SINCE YOU'RE SUCH

LOYAL CUSTOMERS. A




12

«4ND THEN
I GAVE HIM A
FEW VIALS OF

My BLOOD!

WORTH IT!

THIS SHIELD
GETS STROMGER
AS YOU TELL IT ABOUT
PAST BATTLES! ITS
LIKE A MURDER

A

RACE HUMAN
CLASS LAUNCH SPECIALIST

sPLOLIE T ENEIPE#

- VECrors
=+ Manual propulsion
= AWKward silences




RACE HUMAN
CLASS DETECTIVE
#PEEFREIgwEIER

=5 Cracking the case

=» Soiving the whodunit

-+Béing 3k & pamin the

ass while Joing 1and 2

ANGUS WAS
BEGINNING TO BE
A BIT OF A THORN IN
OUR SIDES, TAKING ON
CASES FROM PEOPLE
DOWN ON THE GROUND
THAT ALWAY'S SEEMED

13



Y THERE'S
MY FUN-SIZE
\  SHERLOCK!

GET IT, DID ¥YOU JUST
DROP OUT OF SCHOOL
OR SOMETHING?

YOU GO OUT ON YOUR
MISSIONS, I CAN GIVE
ADVICE, FIGURE OUT
PUZZLES FOR YOU...

AW,
THAT'S CUTE. I'D
RATHER DIE.




THAT SOUNDS
DISGUSTING/!

WHY ISN'T THIS
DISGUSTING?

15




WHAT
WERE YOU
THINKING,

YOU GO MONTHS
WITHOUT CONTACTING
ME, AND NOW YOU CALL IN A
BLIND PANIC TALKING ABOUT
IMPENDING DISASTER?/

RACE HUMAMN
CLASS DIRECTOR. e l)
+ FLOFICIENEIESS

- Keeging the workd siie »
e bt o \\
- Keeping on Keéring of




Avl, MOVE THE
BASE TO THESE
COORDINATES!

LIVES HAVE
BEEN LOST, KINGDOMS

JUST LIKE A
BAND-AID-PEPDLING CLERIC

[

THIS IS
A BAD ONE,
RECLAIMERS.

sBEALRLIATipmw

GRAND RELC
TransMutes ny matier inio
g any other form of makier

YOU AND
.‘ YOUR REGULATORS...
GRAB YOUR NULL SUITS.
AS SOON AS WE'RE IN
POSITION, ROLL OUT!

KILLIANS

KEEP
YOUR STONES OF
FARSPEECH ON, AND

| ¥



KILLIAN,

I WANT YOUR
TEAM TO DETAIN
HIM AND EXTRACT
HiM FOR ABUSE
OF CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION.

AND WHY ARE
yOU PUTTING OUT
A VERY DISTINCTIVE
\  TOTAL DESTRUCTION
VIBE?

MOTHER, MAUREEN,
HAVE THEIR OWN LAB,
WHICH HOVERS OVER
THE STILLWATER SEA...

SCIENTIFIC
ADVISORS.




IT APPEARS
THAT THE STONE
HAS KICKED OFF

A CATACLY'SMIC
CHAIN REACTION.

=AT WHICH
POINT THE CHAIN
REACTION WOULD
SPREAD AND TURN
THE ENTIRE PLAMET
TO CRY'STAL.

THE PHYSICAL

MATTER OF THE LAB
IS TRANSMUTING INTO

PINK TOURMALINE.

IF THE
TRANSFORMATION
ISNT STOPPED, THE
LAB WILL CRASH
INTO THE SEA—




OH MAN/
I THINK I ATE TOO
MANY OF TAAKCD'S
PORK-ARONS/

LUCAS AND MALREEN
COME FROM A LOMNG LINEAGE
OF SOME OF THE GREATEST
INVENTORS IN HISTORY.




DESPITE My
PERSONAL CONNECTION
TO LUCAS, YOUR MISSION
FALLS UNDER NORMAL
PARAMETERS:

RACL GhOME
£Lass ARTIFICER
Hq.H-Uihi"“;.rg

= SUPPLYIngG Weapo
- SUpPIYing proective g4
B> - supplying exposition




I'MA TELLING
YOLU: T'M A COOL
SUMMER.

THIS IS

REALLY GOING TO

CLASH WITH MY PINK (
UNDERTONES.

BY THE SOUND
OF THINGS,; WE'RE
ALL GOMNMNA HAVE PINK
UNDERTONES IF THIS
JOB GOES SOUTH.

THESE NULL SUITS—

ANOTHER OF LUCAS'
INVENTIONS—WILL MAKE
YOU IMPERVIOUS TO THE
PHILOSOPHER'S STOMNE'S
TRANSMUTATIONAL

UNFORTUNATELY,
TAAKD, THAT MEANS ANY
OUTBOUND TRANSMUTATION
SPELLS AREN'T GOING

COULDN'T I JUST
TAKE MY GLOVES

PO BERIPT I DR

Trotective gear
“§TA -.._|. -iea
r=- cancels magic effects

AGAIN, IF EVEN
A FINGERTIP WERE
EXPOSED, YOU RISK
CRYSTALLIZATION

THE VERY LEAST,
AMPUTATION.




ALL THAT'S PREVENTED THE
ENTIRE FACILITY FROM BEING |4




24

LARGE SKYLIGHT THAT
SHOULD GIVE YOU SAFE
ACCESS AWAY FROM THE
CRYSTAL INFESTATION.

FRISCRIPT I ane

enchanted transportation

ETATE

Anti-Gravity poat




I'M GOING




SITTING IN THIS DEATH

-

e BOAT WITH US, SO WE'RE
OFF TO A GOOD START ==

STONE, STOP THE
CRYSTALLIZATION,
AND..PLEASE, IF

«KEEP
LUCAS AND HIS
MOTHER OUT OF
HARM'S WAY.




WE WANT TO/
WE WaNr re!

A =
GREFFN
- MeSiEoll
I TAKE MY G.M. g
DUTIES SERIOUSLY. IT'Mm RACE ACTUAL HUMAN BEING

NOT GOMNA LIE TO YOU, CLASS GAME MASTER,
FELLAS. YOU'RE HEADED b Lifg
INTO SOME PRETTY

I FIGURED
LEVELING UP
MIGHT HELP YDU
SURVIVE, BUT




THE MNEW ABILITY
BASICALLY LETS YOU
KNOW IF AN ENEMY
CAN KICK YOUR ASS/

I DON'T NEED
AN ABILITY TO TELL ME

N\ A@ll_-[ﬁ MY ASS 1S UN-I:CI'CKABI-E-"
8 PROBABLY USE THIS
fFignter LavelL
t:.c?t':s'rﬁu-r.aﬂ ¥ ALL THE TIME/
STRENGTH 1
Wwisbom -1
NEW ABILITY

MAGIC JUST BECAME
MAGNITUDES MORE
EFFECTIVES

TRANSMUTATION WIZARD
LeveL g
YWEE i y | ANS EthL:GEHGE. ';
GONNA DIG THAT N DEXT E“ﬂ"'_'_h::l
NEW ABILITY/ IT N NEW ABILITIES
ADDS SIGNIFICANT . CLERIC Level B S\ Transmutation Mastery
ATTACK POWER TO Y ature pomain .
CONSTITUTION =
WISDOM 3
MEW ABILITIES
GiTIRE DiVine

ALREADY INSTANTLY
FORGOTTEN ABOUT IT/
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IT BE FUNNY' IF
THE NULL SUITS

AND THE way
WE FIND OUT IS
BY TURNING TO

PINK CRYSTAL THE
INSTANT WE TOUCH
THE FLOOR?

FEN g
. .
Localizea

Levitation speil







WE'R'EMTHTI-EN

BUREAL. YOUR LAB'S
GETTING CRYSTAL KING
MIDASED, SO LUCRETIA
SENT US TO CLEAN

50 MAYBE
YOU COULD START
=== BY EXPLAINING WHAT

==, THE HELL HAPPENED
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WE WERE ON THE

| VERGE OF A SCIENTIFIC

' BREAKTHROUGH,
AND YES...

BUT I
SWEAR, I DIDNT
DO THIS TO MY
LAB/




STAY PUT,
DRE. MILLER.

GIVE US
YOUR LOCATION
AND WE WILL

THE SUSPENSION
CORES KEEPING THE LAB ALOFT
ARE NOT GOMNA BE ABLE TO
COMPENSATE IF THE ENTIRE

LAB CRY'STALLIZES!

7






" HE'S OKAY! »
HES OKAY! IT 100
DIDN'T PIERCE v

EXPLODED OME OF MY
RIBS! NO WORRIES!

SOUNDS LIKE
YOU'RE ABOUT TO
ENGAGE IN COMBAT
WITH AN UNKNOWHN

ASSAILANT/ COULD DIScUsSS A

HANDFUL OF BATTLE
STRATEGEMS I'VE




WACE CRySTAL I GUgss?
CLASS MAN, [ DONT XNOW?

BFORE.

aPLAF CiEmCIER
< TN guessing it’s pretty
sturdy.
< Ard Sharp, £00.
< And . pink.Its got
pink profiCRnCy.

OF LIVING GEMSTONES...
ALSD POSSESSED BY
ASPIRIT?

KINDA FEELS
LIKE A HAT ON A HAT,
BUT, YOU KNOW...

DO YOUR THING. y,
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FOR DIVINE.YDOU
KNOWL.BOMBS




SHIT! DID YOU
JUST SUMMON A

SPPFCIPT I 8w

surmons a
quardian angel

LEVEL EIGHT NOW.
THE KID GLOVES ARE
\, OFFICIALLY OFF! 88

UP, MAGNUS.
WHAT DO yOU
WANT TO DOP

43




WHAT ABOLT
TALL, PINK, AND
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\ vousirs Likeo

BOW TIES.

A BIG CRYSTAL
MONSTER AND WE
LURED IT INTO A




CRY'STAL MONSTER?
THAT'S NOT POSSIBLE!
ALL THIS TRANSMUTED

47






of THE SCORCH
MARKS ON
THE WALL ARE
A CURIOUS
DECORATING
g

49



PLEASE
- SELECT A
\ DIFFICULTY
i LEVEL:

50



b |



52

AND I AM
READY! WITH ALL
My REFERENCE
BOOKS AT ARM'S

MONTHS OF TRAINING
FINALLY PAY OFF/

TO LEND YOU My AIDS
PLEASE, FIRE AWAY/




33



54

LET'S THINK
ABOUT THIS. MERLE,
DO YOU KNOW ANY...
LIKE, SUPER HARD

I THINK AFTER
THREE-AND-A-HALF




TAAKD, IF WE
DONT STUMP THE
ROBOT HE'LL BURN
THIS THING DOWN

WITH YOU IN IT.




¥YOU WANT
A STUMPER?

n,
3
MF
mm
33
£




AND
*BOOM® GOES THE
DY NAMITE.

IDONOTUNDERSTAND
IDONOTUNDERSTAND—

REMEMBER?
MAGIC JELLYFISH WHO
ERASES INFORMATION?

SOMETHING TELLS ME OL
BUDPDY BOT HERE WASN'T
INOCCULATED.
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b —

-c“‘_?.__‘

SHE DIDN
HAVE A CHANCE TO
FINISH IT BECAUSE
SHE WAS ATTACKED
BY A mu.gER

61



RatC ROBOT i
CLASS MEDIC

& -gpl;;m;u:-fi#
«» Chechups
STrearment
S 3illing

TO HELP ALL
ADMINISTRATORS

AND GUESTS AT
THIS FACILITYS

No.3113 \ \\D
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OH/ DR. MILLER
BUILT ALL OF US
WITH A SPECIAL
MNULL COATING.

WE'RE IMMUNE TO
TRANSFIGURATION!




I'M SORRY, SIR.
I'M AFRAID NOT.
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MIND STAYING -
OUT HERE? .
g i B
| k" o) o I:_.- o rl'.




GRATIFYING FOR
¥OU PECPLE TO
WATCH ME DO ALL
THE CREATIVE
PROBLEM-
SOLVING FOR

CLOWNS TRY AND
FIND SOMETHING
THAT'LL TELL US
WHAT THE SHIT IS

THERE'S A BUNCH
OF TEENY'-TINY CHUNKS
OF GEMSTOMNES,
NOTHING MUCH ELSE—
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et e LilE
< gxpert it 1ok piking
xrremglyrudel




ALL RIGHT!
LOCK OPENED!
| you creTINS GOT
ANYTHING ELSE
yOU NEED—







WHAT'S
UP WITH THE
COMPACT, BOY'S?
A TOUCHING UP YOUR
FOUNDATION?

SOMETHING TELLS
ME THE MILLERS ARENT




e 2 L o
SRS
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LIKED TO HAVE

MET THEM.







THAT PINK
SHIT GETS TO
EVERYTHING//

WAS BOYLAND, AND...
‘ HIS GRUFFNESS WAS

HE GAVE TO
LOCAL CHARITIES.
VOLUNTEERED ON

A THE WEEKENDS.

HE WAS A DEVOTED
FATHER TO FORTY-ONE
KIDS. HE wWiAS SUPPOSED TO
TAKE THEM ALL CAMPING
NEXT WEEKEND.

STILL...
PRETTY STUPID PROBABLY JUST
STANDING UNDER THE WANTED TO BURN
OPEN AIR VENT WITH THE .
DANGEROUS CRYSTAL
SHIT COMING IN
THROUGH IT.










FIGHTING
GIGANTIC
TARDIGRADES IN
A ZERO-GRAVITY
CHAMBER FULL OF
FLOATING JUNK.
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~I1 DONT
REALLY THINK
I'M THAT GOOD
OF A HEALER.




81
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CLAGS SUPER-GENIUS

PpeonIL PN iRt

<) Ofj-the-charts

branpower
j < ignoring protocal
<> Nerd

THE SHITTIEST MISSION
EVER! WE ARE TWO
PEOPLE DOWN-—







THIS WiLL :
HELP WITH THE Y |
BLEEDING AND |
SHOULD KNOCK |
OUT THE PAIN. S

L

¥y
1
THIN

R




T '
ARE YOU AT yu.rrcmm HMMNGM
MLULTITASKING, : FRIEND'S LIFE WWVLE
? . Aiso

F EARLIER
TONIGHT, I WAS
BELOW DECK ON OUR

qn



I RETREATED
UP TO THE
MED BAY TO
SEE TO MY
WOUNDS.

WHEN I
WENT TO RETURN
BELOW DECK, THE
CRYSTALLIZATION

HAD ALREADY

BEGUN.

WITH THAT WEIRD,

MAGICAL COMPACT

MIRROR THING WE
FOUND IN YOUR

EVEN IF ;
THAT WERE TRUE—
WHAT WERE YOU
DCING WITH THE







LOOK LIKE THEY'RE NOT
GOING TO HAVE ENOUGH
TIME TO PREVENT THE
E.O.TWAWK.LS

o4



THIS IS A
SOULWOOD PLANT.
IT'S A PSYCHICALLY

ATTUNED PLANT THAT
ALTERS ITS BIOLOGY
BASED ON THE WHIMS
OF OTHER LIVING

CREATURES.

———
IT ONLY WORKS '
: WHEN THERE'S A...

RESONANCE BETWEEN DRINK THIS. IT
THE PLANT AND THE ENHANCES THE

CREATURE. AND FROM

WHAT I UNDERSTAND,

PLANTS ARE KIND OF P
YOUR...SPECIALTY ? » .

soERER i‘"""‘m
LIVING WOOD APPEND

+5TATEF

' high fives
sives gpariy highI¥

S g —

I WANT ITIN
THE CANON THAT
I AM ACTUALLY A

LITTLE BIT JEALOUS
OF MERLE'S SWEET
NEW TREE ARM.

\ IF YOU'RE
} pros REAL GOOD THIS
ADVENTURE, I'LL CHOP
YOUR ARM OFF ON




LOOK, THE MORE
THIS LAB CRYSTALLIZES,
THE MORE STRAIN THAT
WEIGHT PUTS ON
THE ENGINES.

SHUT IT DOWN AND
CHAMNMEL THE ENERGY
INTO THE ENGINES.

WE NEED

TO REROUTE POWER
FROM ALL NONESSENTIAL
EGUIPMENT INTO KEEPING
THIS LAB IN THE AIR.




HUH. MUST
HAVE HAPPENED
WHEN WE WERE

FIGHTING THE

97



YOU NEED

TO GET YOURSELF

TO SAFETY. WE'VE
BEEN OUT OF
COMTACT WITH

HOME BASE FOR

A WHILE NOW.

- MIND PUTTING SOME
EXTRACT YOURSELF, A DISTANCE BETWEEN ME
APPRISE THEM OF N . AND THIS GRAND RELIC
THE SITUATION. - ; N ANYWAY.

I'D LIKE TO SEE
THIS ONE THROUGH.
THERE'S SOMETHIN'
I NEED TO...
FIGURE OUT.




GET THESE
GUY'S TO THE
FINISH LINE...

Do

"L-- .

wecouo N\ W
USE AT LEAST || N :
ONE IN THIS

GROUP.
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BEFORE I CAN
SAFELY SHUT THE
COSMOSCOPE DOWN,
I HAVE TO LET IT RUN

I AM ABOUT TO
THROUGH ITS DEMO.

GET INTO SOME PRETTY
HEAVY CONCEPTS THAT
WILL PROBABLY BLOW
YOUR WHOLE MIND AND
RESHAPE THE wWay yOU
THINE ABOUT EXISTENCE
AND STUFF -

MUCH OF
MY MOTHER'S
SCIENTIFIC PURSUITS
WERE FOCUSED AROUND
THE CONCEPTS OF
TAXOMOMY AND
HIERARCHY...

FOR EVERYTHING
THAT EXISTS, THERE IS
ALWAY'S A BIGGER THING
THAT CONTAINS IT.

S oIECERiPTION =

MULTIPLANAR O@SeRVATORY
sETalw

Can pierce the veil
between reaities i

cO’SMosco

CHA’MBER

|
Y







KNOW, EVERY PLACE

[ & 4 ‘. 1 r _\F ! * L}i"‘ . - - -
o &
B oesirvasLe /
= L ~ o 3
SR N VERSE! : % IMPORTANTLY,
\ , = SO ARE THE
: ] - oL IMMUTABLE RULES OF
b g i ' E‘H’EEYTHIHG WE \ TH"S uulm
: WEVE EVER BEEN,

THINGS LIKE
GRAVITY, THERMODY NAMICS,
ARCAME INTERACTIONS..ALL

THE MATTER AND ENERGY
AND LAWS THAT GOVERN







THERE'S THE
SIX BUILDING
BLOCK PLANES:
FIRE, WATER, AIR,

EACH OF THESE
MIRRORS REPRESENTS
ONE OF TWELVE PLANES OF
EXISTENCE. EACH WITH THEIR
OWN UNIGUE PROPERTIES
AND ENERGIES-..

] EARTH, SHADOW,

AND LIGHT.

THEN, THERE'S
THE OUTER DOMAINS:
THE CELESTIAL PLANE,
WHERE THE ENTITIES

IJ.
A |
i
@M AND AT THE ,
a OPPOSITE END, ITS

— COUNTERPART, THE
. PLANE OF THOUGHT,

MAGIC, THE SOURCE T | DOMAIN OF LO6IC

OF ALL ARCANE
ENERGIES...

ENERGIES OF THE
REST OF THE PLANES ARE
FILTERED INTO OUR
PRIME MATERIAL




108

V I DONT

SEE THE MEAT
PLANE, OR THE
DAIRY PLANE, OR

: THE MIRROR INTO
- THE ASTRAL PLANE,
THE DWELLING PLACE
\ 3 OF DEPARTED

CERTAIN GEMS,
WHEN GROWN INTO

CIRCLES, SHARE A
TWELVE PLANES OF

[ ALLOW ONE TO GLIMPSE
INTO THEIR RESPECTIVE

PLANES.

THE SLIGHTEST CRACK UPON
THEIR SURFACE, AND THE




MY FAMILY
HAS KIND OF USED
IT T0...

SAYING YOUR
FAMILY HAS LED OUR
WORLD'S INDUSTRIAL

REVOLUTION FOR
GEMNERATIONS...

109



THIS ROOM,

THE COSMOSCOPE,
WAS THE PINNACLE
ACHIEVEMENT OF My
MOTHER, DR. MAUREEN
MILLER.

THIS IS ALL
VERY FASCINATING,
LUCAS. TAMPERING

WITH THE FORCES
OF REALITY?
INTERSTELLAR
PLAGIARISM?

LOVING T, BUT
NG | IT'S GETTING

LATE, SO I'LL

SKIP TO THE
CHASE:

MY MOTHER
FINISHED HER
LIFE'S WORK.

SHE WaS aN

ASTROPHYSICIST
WHO DEDICATED HER

LIFE TO STUDY'IN
NOT ONLY OUR
PLANARVERSE, BUT
THEORETICAL REALI

REALITIES
THAT ONE MIGHT
VIEW USING A
G COMPLETE SET OF

PLANAR MIRRORS,
THE ALL ARRANGED

TIES

THAT EXIST BEYOND

ITS BORDERS.

YOUR MOM USED
THE PHILOSOPHER'S
STONE TO TRANSMUTE
THESE GEMSTONE MIRRORS,
BUT BEFORE SHE COULD FINISH

HER SCIENCE PROJECT, SHE
FELL PREY TO ITS THRALL,

LOST CONTROL,

SHE COMPLETED

THE COSMOSCOPE.




ORIENTATION THAT SHE
BELIEVED WOULD ALLOW
HER TO GLIMPSE INTO
PARALLEL REALITIES.




LISTEN, BUB.

I APPRECIATE YOU
KEEPING US FROM
DOWNING A TALLBOY
OF POISON BACK
IN GOLDCLIFF—

WHEN
DID THAT
HAPPEN?

LAST BOOK.
TRY AND
KEEP UP.

THEREIN LIES
THE DILEMMA,
TAAKD.

IT WoULD
BE GUITE
IMPOSSIBLE
TO EXPLAIN
EXACTLY WHAT
I WANT.

SO, WHAT IS 1T
THIS TIME= COME
TO TALK SOME MORE
BULLSHIT ABOUT
OUR EMPLOYER?

FORTUNATELY,
THIS INFERNAL
MACHINE SERVES AS
A CONVENIENT...

~VISUAL AID.

GOT A CRYPTIC
REMINDER ABOUT THE
SELF-DESTROYING
GREED AT THE HEART
OF ALL MANKIND?

REGUIRE A
REMINDER?

BECAUSE I
BELIEVE THE PLIGHT
OF OUR ANGUISHED

SCIENTIST

SHOULD SERVE
SUFFICIENTLY.

BUT DONT YOU
THINK IT'S TIME FOR
YOU TO COME OUT AND
JUST TELL US WHAT
YOU WANT, EXACTLY?




IT SCOURS

EXISTENCE
ITSELF...

A DAY IS
COMING WHERE YOU
WILL STAND BEFORE

AN ENTITY OF...

wUINIMAGINABLE
AVARICE.

~SEEKING TO
CONSUME THE
SOURCE OF ALL
CREATION...

BILLIONS AND
BILLIONS OF LIVES
THAT STAND IM
ITS PATH.




OMCE IT REACHES
THIS PLANE, THERE WILL
BE NO MORE RUNNING.
THERE WILL BE
NO ESCAPE.

SO THAT'S IT?
YOUR WHOLE
REASON FOR ALL
THIS WAS TO FREEZE
COUR FRIENDS, SHOW
US THE HORRIFYING
DESTRUCTION
OF MULTIPLE
REALITIES...

~AND TO
TELL US THERE
ARE THINGS
YOU'RE MaT
GOING TO
TELL US?

I WILL
REGUIRE YOUR
TRUST.

Ao,
MAGNUS.
THERE ARE
THINGS T CAN'T
TELL YOU.

BUT SURELY,
SOME PART OF
YOU UNDERSTANDS
WHAT'S AT STAKE...
AND WHAT'S ALREADY
BEEN LOST.




ITS WHY YDOU
CONTINUE TO FIGHT
FOR EACH OTHER.

W -

TAAKO FELT DRAWN
TO CREATE HIS UMBRA

A GROSS OLD
SKELETON THAT
SHARED YOUR
WEIRD PENCHANT




—iCS OF

OUR SCIENTIFIC
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I'VE REROUTED
POWER FROM THE

COSMOGCOPE TO THE

WELP,
BETTER THAN
WE WERE A FEW
MINUTES AGO.

TACES ARGNT YOU A
ROBOT? ARENT ;
SUPPOSED TO BE...YOU
KNOW, MATHEMATICAL
AND PRECISE?

WERE TALKIN ABOUT
COUNTERING THE WEIG
DIFFERENTIAL OF MAGIC

CRYSTALS, TAAKO. AIN'T
NOTHING MATHEMATICAL
ABOUT IT.
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I'M GONNA
ASK YOU THIS
ONE TIME, AND THEN
A THINGS ARE GOING

IT'S ON THE
MANUFACTURING
DECK, A FEW
LEVELS DOWN.




HOW ARE
YOU HOLDIN'

up =
P. MERLE s

SOMETHING
YOU'RE NOT
TELLING US.

WHY WOULD
ONE OF YOUR
ROBOTS SUDPDENLY
GO HAYWIRE
e B AND BEAT YOU
~BECALSE YOUR P g P SENSELESS?
ARM WAS JUST ~N . : " At =
AMPUTATED AND
REPLACED WITH
LIVING WOOD?

COULD THINK ~ .7 IT WOULD
mzsupzsnsaug': aéF AND THIS 4 APPEAR SO. IE
THE TOP OF My HEAD ' CRYSTAL GOLEM... I HAD THE CHANCE

WHY SOMEONE WOULD TS A COMPLETELY TO THOROUGHLY
WANT TO KICK : | UNRELATED THING?




EXHIBIT &
IT IS SPOOKY,
AND IT SCARES ME
VERY MUCH, JUST LIKE . B

A GHOST WOULD. AR AN EXHIBIT
; ITS CLEARLY

GOT SOME
UNFINISHED—

EXHIBIT B: IT'S
A WEIRD LITTLE BALL
OF LIGHT THAT CAN
POSSESS INAMNIMATE
OBJTECTS. NOW THATS

POLTERGEISTS..
I'M PICKING UP

I COULD
DO A GUICK SCAN
FOR SPECTRAL ENERGY
SIGNATURES.




THIS IS UPSY,

| YOUR LIFTING

FRIEND/

HELL TAKE
LS TD THE LOWER
LEVEL WHERE WE
CAN RECONVER THE
PHILOSOPHER'S

IS NO WY T'M
GETTING INTD THAT

T aLvetor
Ciesk WouT Lifring Friend
*FLAFICIENCiEN"

=+ Getting You whera youl
need to g0
-+ Showing up when uast
apectid
+ Buckets and buckets
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I HAVE STRICT
INSTRUCTIONS TO STOP
HIM FROM HANDLING
THE RELIC!

IS KEEPING CREEPS
FROM DESTROYING
THE FUCKING
WORLD/




KIDS! DE‘ES I'M SORRY. 2
. ; SOMEBODY I TRULY. I CAN =
- NEED TO GO STOP THIS, _
DOWN? BUT...

.- \ .';‘r % : : =t : I
N DAMN J ' ‘ = |
IT LUCAS!! e |
— STOP!! ”"ff \ . |
- L8 I s | Lot | £
I [ 1

i _ b §
i | A
~ A I'J ] . .~ . B T
g I j | - f‘" = o -
- @ ] Ilj _' = /\ 2 - i e
- . f!.._
T AR A / wOIL...CAN....
I'M RETHINKING... ABSOLUTELY... { OIL..CAM...
My POSITION... GOING TO MURDER ( — (\__R —
THAT MAN... 2 03
== (- R\ l
) S
S W T -
—— 2
E :
= N < / et 4
B --‘-‘-“-H_':—"Hf{ » iﬂ:i‘ .-







WELL, THIS
DOESKT SEEM
VERY FAIR..

YOLFRE RIGHT...

WHY DON'T YOU JUST..GO
BACK IN YOUR RIFT..UNTIL
WE'RE ABLE TO DEFEND
DURSELVES?

+BESSRIPTION &
y - ¥ ud'#r f ILFE
: ‘ . and death
3 i l . . +ETATS +
WHAT THE B . T L
e S o b
PAN IMITATOR... N o 2 p :
FROM BEFORE/S r

TECHNICALLY
SPEAKING, I'M NOT THE
mE Wm,,*{}ﬁ-mmu
YOU, I'M JUST MAKING
USE OF THE MATERIALS

SORT OF...
LIKE A FANTASY
MACGYVER...

PINKY DOES HAVE
A.GOCD POINT.ME
DIDNT..DEPRIVE ME

OF MY...PRECIOUS,

PRECIOUS ARM...

A ONE-WAY TRIP
TO THE ASTRAL




SAYS TO DEAL
WITH THE MOST
EDMEEM

NTY E :

AND THAT 15...
. |

%

-l
f

A\




HUMOR IN DIRE

SITUATIONS.







|
' [

YOU'RE GOMNNA
TRY AND KILL US WITH
A BUNCH OF FLYING
SHARP CRYSTAL
MISSILES...

MERLE WILL
CONJURE LP A %
SACRED FLAME... |o

NOELLE AND
CAREY WILL DO SOME
KINDA TEAM-UP LASER

KNIFE MANELUVER...

i ’ ."II .' _,’.i;'i

THIS IS
/ SOUNDING GREAT
SO FaARS

~BUT MAGS
IS GONMNA USE HIS
SHIELD OF MEMORY
RECALL OR WHATEVER
TO PROTELCT US.

—~PROMPTLY
SETTING HIS

NEW ARM

YEAH,
THAT SOUNDS

CAST *TENTACLES
OF DARKMNESS® AND
SHOUT OUT SOMETHING
COOL LIKE:

I DONT KNOW
WHO YOU ARE,

BUT I'™M ABOUT
TO TENTACLE
YOUR DicKcr!!

DR SOMETHING
COOLER. I DONT
KNOW. ITD NEED TOD

BE IN THE MOMENT. AND WELL ALL
BE HAVING SUCH A
FUN TIME WREAKING
SENSELESS HaVOL
THAT TIME WILL

FUN OUT...




«~THE PRETTY
PiNK LAB FALLS
INTO THE SEA...

SO HOW
ABOUT WE
TALK THIS
=yYOU KNOW,
LIKE FUCKING

TOGETHER TO SAVE
THE WORLD?




g2
GG







; I THINK THE

SOULWGOD STUFF

TO TAKE THE CRYSTAL | -
ARM WITH YOU? &S, | =
LIKE, A MEMENTC [

OR SOMETHING? _/

WELCOME, KIDS!
I'M MISTER UPSY,
YOUR LIFTING
FRIEND! WELCOME

JUSTPRESS A YW wHy
BUTTON INSIDE 1 o
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HE IS NOT!
HE'S ONE OF THE
\/{  mosT RESPECTED
'. RESEARCH SCIENTISTS

FANS OF THAT

THAT MIGHT WHERE I COME

BE HIS DAY JOB,
BUT HE'S ALSD BEEN
DIPPING HIS TOE IN THE
NECROMAMNCY POOL...

AND WHERE
IS THAT?

wFROM
CRYSTAL-GOLEM-

HE'S DEATH...
\ THE GRIM REAPER!
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THIS

LABOBATORY IS A BUT..WHAT DID {

THE THREE OF US

VERIT E PINATA OF g -
ERITABLE PINATA O DO WRONG >

PUMNISHMENT/




SORRY TO
BURST YOUR BUBBLE,
KRAVITZ—NOELLES

ALL-RIGHTY-

d BRIGHTY, KIDS/

HAYE TO TAKE IT
Sl UP WITH GUEEN




I HAVENT BEEN HERE IN
A LONG TIME, BUT I'M PURTY
SURE THAT TUNNEL THERE IS




TWISTS AND TURNS  \
WE HAVE TO MAKE,
BUT NOTHING TOO
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OH My GOD! THIS IS GOING TO
I CAN'T BELIEVE BE QUITE ZE DELIGHTFLUL
I GET A SECOND : REMATCH, ISNT IT?

I TOLD
YOU FUCKERS
I'D SMELL YA

LATER!

FRIGGIN'
WAY.
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TAAKD,
YOU BETRAYED OUR
BUPDING RELATIONSHIP
BY KILLING ME VITH

¥YOU BURIED AN
AXE IN My CHEST!

TO My GARDEN SINCE
A\ YOU THREE BRUTALLY -

. MURDERED ME/ (@r-_r \

) é#»




YOU KNOW,
MERLE, DEALING ] NOT THE MERLE
WITH DEAD STUFF / HIGHCHURCH

BREAD AND

«.MAYBE FOR
CLERICS WHO HAVEN'T
BEEN ABANDONED BY

THEIR DEITY; SURE.

_ - y sl
- _ A ‘ Destroys

e spiritual threats




NOT BAD,
CLERIC.
BELIEVE ME,
I'M JUST AS
SURPRISED AS
YOU ARE...

ol . THOSE WERE
THE SOULS OF YOUR
FORMER ARCHNEMESES?

INSIDE OF ROBOTS? ﬁ

———
e
TSR —

CALLING JENKINS N
AN "ARCHMNEMESIS™ IS O
GIVING HIM WaY TOD
MUCH CREDIT, BUT THAT'S
THE LONG AND
SHORT OF IT.




SOUNDS LIKE
KRAVITZ WASN'T
KIDDING ABOUT THE
WHOLE *LUCAS IS A

NECROMAMNCER"
THING, Hu
. |
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I REMEMBER I )
s "W S

MY NAME IS
NOELLE REDCHEEK
MY FAMILY RAN A
CIDER PRESS OUT
IN HOGSBOTTOM.

I wWiAS WRAPPING
UP A DELIVERY IN A
NEARBY TOWN...

WHEN FROM
\ OUTSIDE WE
HEARD..SCREAMS!

LHCE HALFLING
CLAS 15T

EVERYTHING
IS GOING TO
BE OkaAY!

THIS MAN CAME
RUSHING DOWNSTAIRS,
YELLING AT EVERYDMNE'

YOU ALL NEED
TO HIDE IN THE
STOCKROOM.S




HEYRE W _
ILIAR. &# O
- B ™ b
- ‘:"\l: o i &
q

q

NAME WAS... —
HAVERDALE. & v

4 '._ ,...T
= FAM L
THE TOWNS ¥ ay e _ |
‘l I
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WE ARE PART OF
A..GROUP TRYING TOD
KEEP CATASTROPHES
LIKE WHAT OCCURRED
IN HAVERDALE FROM
OCCURRING AGAIN.

WE HAVE A
PRETTY GOOD
SUCCESS RATE...

COUNT THM4T ONE...
WHICH WE CAN ALL
AGREE WAS A WORLD-

WHAT HAPPENED

IN HAVERDALE...IT WAS
TERRIBLE. BUT IF WE DON'T
STOP LUCAS, IT'S GONNA

! BE THE WHOLE PLANET
% TURNED INTO SOMETHING

SAYING IT OUT LOUD,
I REALIZE ITS KIND OF A
LEITMOTIF WITH LS.

YOU CAN HELP
SAVE THE WORLD,




HELL YEAH,
VOLTRONS

Nede
= ma Bk B LR .

#PREOFIHLE =S
» Weapon sristiing
» ASS-WHUPPING
4 More tnan
meets the eye
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LOOK AT US! SEVEN
BRAVE COMPANIONS!
ONCE AGAIN CHARGING
INTO CERTAIN DEATH TO
RECOVER ANOTHER...

WE SHALL BE
KNOWN AS.."THE
FELLOWSHIP OF

THE THING"!

WAS GONNA SAY

“CERTAIN "'"_P \ M4l someTHING HOKEY
DEATH"...HUH... : L O LIKE *DEATH IS

THAT'S FUNNY, 3 OUR CONSTANT
: R COMPANION®...

£’ ~BUT THATS
., PROBABLY NOT )
o BT POSSIBLE... 4

I'D SAY WHERE
YOU THREE ARE
COMCERMNED...

el 1
DEFINITELY
POSSIBLE.




OOH, CHECKING
OUT My PROFILE?
DON'T JUDGE THE PIC,
I' OVERDUE FOR

IS THERE AN
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

I'M AFRAID I

SECTION? YOU'VE GOT DIDN'T WRITE THE

ME AT A BIT OF AN
INFORMATIONAL
DISADVANTAGE.

THOUGH, I SUPPOSE
I'’ RESPONSIBLE FOR
KEEPING IT UP TO DATE,
AS IT WERE.

OH,
WITH ALL THE
REAPING?

ELF ABOARD MORN
THE FLOATING, -
HAUNTED
DEATH LAB.

THIS?
PLEASE. I EAT
APOCALYPSES
LIKE THIS FOR

SORRY,
ERAVITZ. LOOKS
LIKE IT WASN'T

SOUL LEDGER.

: ACTUALLY, T EAT
savs THE ¢ SREAKFAST MOST

Im™s 607
ANTIOXIDANTS
FOR DAYS.




*GIANT CRYSTAL
MIRROR" MOTIF.
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MY MOTHER WAS
ON THE VERGE OF A
SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH,
THE LIKES OF WHICH THIS
PLANARVERSE HAS
NEVER SEEN/

WHAT HAPPENED,
LUCAS.

YOou
FORGOT TO
WATER IT.

UPON INITIAL
OBSERVATION, IT WOULD
APPEAR THE SPECIMEN IS
RAPIDLY LOSING RIGIDITY,
LIKELY AS A RESULT OF
DETERIORATED HYDROSTATIC

SSURE. ' —— I FORGOT
PRESSURE : _ TO WATER IT.




I WARNED YOU,
MOTHER, BOTANY IS
NOT A DISCIPLINE [
IN WHICH— - { FORGIVE ME FOR

f BEING SOMEWHAT
LUCAS, YOUu A DISTRACTED BY...

DON'T NEED
AN ADVAMNCED
DEGREE TO WATER
A PLANT.

WHAT'S THE
RESONANCE LEVEL
OM THE PLANE OF

THOUGHT?

ME GROUND YOou
MOMENTS BEFORE WE
PIERCE THE BARRIER
BETWEEM REALITIES.

PRESSING

99.6
PERCENT.

JUST LIKE
IT WAS WHEN
¥YOU ASKED TWO
MINUTES AGD.




BEGINNING
CATALYTIC
ORIENTATION
SEQUEMCE.

COSMOSCOPE
DOWN, LUCAS.

ITs GOING TD
CHAMGE OUR VIEW
OF REALITY AS

I AM UNDER NO
ILLUSIONS THAT IT IS
EVEN REMOTELY A
SAFE ENDEAVOR.

COSMOSCOPE
LOCKDOWN
INITIATED.










OUR CALCULATIONS

TES, AND MY MOM
EEKED THROUGH.

A SUDDE

HEMORRHAGE




I'M NOT A
BRILLIANT PHYSICIST
LIKE MY MOTHER. BUT
I KNOW A THING OR
TWOD ABOUT ROBOTS.

ALL T NEEDED WAS
A WAY TO LOCATE AND
RETRIEVE HER ASTRAL ENERGY
FROM THE ASTRAL PLANME.
A SIPHON, IF YOU WiILL.

EXPERIMENTATION
WITHOUT PRIOR RESEARCH
TO LEAN ON REGUIRES-.
RIGOROUS TRIALS.

AFTER DELVING INTO
SOME GUESTIONABLE
READING ON THE
SUBJELCTS OF
ASTRAL ENERGY
SIGMNATURES AND—

-YES. I DEVISED
A DEVICE CAPABLE OF
STORING A_WELL, A SOUL.
AMND GIVING IT AGENCY
OVER A ROBOTIC BODY.

YOU MUST
UNDERSTAND, THERE
WERE NO TEXTS TO AID
ME IN THIS ENDEAVOR.

S0, AFTER T FINISHED
MY WORK ON THE SIPHON,
I TESTED IT...




I AM SO SORRY
FCOR DRAGGING
YOU INTO THIS.

IT WAS
SELFISH

V

I SEARCHED FOR
MY MOTHER..AND
FINALLY, THIS
MORNING...T
FOUND HER.
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SEALED INSIDE A
SHARD OF PINK
TOURMALINE. HOLDING
THE SIPHON AND THE
PHILOSCOPHER'S STONE.







DONT BEAT
YOURSELF UP,

- EVERYBODY HAS THE
My DUDE! UNSHAKABLE WILL

WE COULD
REALLY USE YOUR
HELP IN STAVING

AND PERFECT MENTAL OFF GLOBAL

¥OU WERE CLARITY REGUIRED
OBvVIOUSLY TO RESIST IT.

UNDER THE THRALL
OF THE RELIC!

=

= :\\ /j
S

T I,'r \

IF YOU THINK, I
FOR ONE SECOND, THAT .
I'M GOING TO ALLOW

YOU TO CONTINMLUE YOUR
DALLIANCES WITH THE
FORCES OF LIFE AND
DEATH, YOU'RE SORELY
MISTAKEN.

ANNIHILATION.
YOU WANNA
UN-FUCE THIS
PUPPY OR
WHAT?

WE'LL WORK
ON THE ENTHUSIASM,

S0, HOW
ABOUT THIS?
YOU STOP THIS
CRYSTALLIZATION,
THEN I CLAIM THE
BOUNTY ON
YOUR SOUL..

~AND DRAG ALL
OF YOU BACK TO YOUR
ETERNAL REST IN THE

ASTRAL PLANE.




WAIT
JUST A MINUTE,
KRAVITZ!

1 & . il i} 1

v o W o ]
l’;.‘,_,-_'ﬁi: !- e B i Ez" 4 s

R ¥

g
L

DR. FRANKENSTEIN
OVER HERE, I GET,
BUT WHAT THE HELL
DID WE DO?

ACCORDING TO |
MY LEDGER, J
TAAKO...




I MAY HAVE I

DIPPED MY TOES
IN THE ETHEREAL
POOL A COUPLE

YOUVE DIED EIGHT
TIMES AND CHECKED
INTD THE ASTRAL
PLAME EXACTLY
ZERD TIMES!

MAGNUS
BURNSIDES...

JERD TRIPS TO THE
ASTRAL PLANE.




AND FINALLY
YOU, MERLE FUCKIN'
HIGHCHURCH...

HEY'! HOW'D
¥YOU GUESS My
MIPDLE NAME?

CARE TO WAGER A

GUESS AS TO HOW

MANY TIMES YOU
HAVE DIEDF

DONT
LOOK AT ME,
MERLE! I DONT
KNOW WHAT
HE'S TALKING
ABOUT/!

BUTYOU Ul

MIGHT WANT TO
TAKE A PEEK AT
METAL MAMA
OVER THERE...

THAT'S
GOTTABEATYPO, |

DIED £S/AET Y-
SEVEN TIMES!

ME! COULD ANY
OCTUPLE DEAD
GLUY SMELL

WRESTLING
WITH THAT
MY SELF/!




WHAT
HAPPENED TOD
"RESTORING
BALANCE AND
ORDER'?

HEY; HAVE
¥OU NOTICED—

TAAKD, JUST
COME WITH ME
PEACEFULLY...

Uil =
/ BRINGING YOU ‘ il y
BACK WITH ME DOES ' .

RESTORE BALANCE |5
AND ORDER, TAAKO. A

N

WHICH...IS
MORE IMPORTANT
THAN WHAT ID
PERSOMNALLY
PREFER.

I HAVENT -
DECIDED YET.. J* 1

GOOD THING
OR A BAD







-WE'RE

COMING WITH YOU,
ISSSSSS...










EKEPT FROM OUR
CHILDREN, LOVERS, FRIENDS

N/ _
SUBJECT TO LAWS @-.:.. W
WE DID NOT MAKE - ‘; A

l -

2
THIS IS WHERE SEPARATION ENDS

AND SOULS OF THE
LOST WILL COME AWAKE
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P

YOUR RELUCTANT
ROLE IN OUR EXODUS
IS FULFILLED.

I \ 4
| .'l. ( § % ( | = » [
\ . )
i ’ \
YOUR FORM
WAS THE UNWILLING

VESSEL THAT HOUSED
OUR..MULTITUDE.

L'_BJ‘

"

%}:{/ A~
= Pl T"«

ARRANGEMENT..YOU
ARE RELEASED.

LIVING ONES/
WE ARE..LEGION/

ENTRY INTO THIS
WORLD SO THAT WE
MAY TEAR DOWN THE
i BARRIERS BETWEEN

| asobot mamipdation

g

'-1% gmg'd:fuf-'ﬂ

& £8CAF ]
?ﬁ PrisoT=




AND..THEY'RE
PROBABLY PRETTY

OKAY, SO THAT'S . \ SORE ABOUT IT.
A LOT OF DEAD PEOPLE; :
RIGHT? AND ODDS ARE,
WE PROBABLY PUT A I
WHOLE BUNCH OF THEM &
IN THERE... u

il
—WE'RE NOT
GONNA GET VERY
GOOD TREATMENT
AT THE HANDS OF A
I SEE BUNCH OF PEOPLE

WHAT YOU'RE WE OFFED.
SAYING...




M - ; AND WE
v | REALLY APPRECIATE
WiILL ¥OU \ YOU ASKING FIRST.
JOIM US IN OUR ] THAT SHOWS REALLY
CAUSE TO MERGE : GOOD MANNERS ON
.ul

3 WiILL YOU
REUNITE THE
WORLDS OF THE

LIVING AND ]







IS

IT WEIRD TO ASK

NOELLE,

8
¢

YOU TO KICK A




IN A COUPLE OF
SECONDS WE'RE GOING
TO HAVE TO FIGHT THE

GHOST THING..

THEY ARE W4y

MORE CAPABLE

THAT'S NOT
REALLY NEW
INFORMATION,




I REALLY
WISH I wias




OF TARGETING
THING, T'M




NEED TO...
CATCH My
iTH....







Y'ALL! LUCAS
AINT BREATHINT AND
I SWAPPED MY MED
GEAR FOR BALLISTIC

[ HAVE WE FOUND ANY

MAGICAL EARPLUGS
THROUGHOUT OUR
JOURNEY 7

NOT TO My
KNOWLEDGE.




+DESCRIPTIONS
FOWZRFUL
CONCLISSIVE FORCE
















TO INTERRUPT.
A GQUICK GUESTION,

W THAT MIRROR THING,
WILL LEGION GO

THE MIEROR HAS
TO BE IN PERFECT
SHAPE TO MAINTAIN
ITS CONNECTION

HEY, BLUDDY,
EEMEMBER THAT
MIRROR COVERED

IN GOD FROM
BEFORE?




’ i 'II-"._? ‘
i
' wWITH Was '-
ADVANTAGEZ JWI R )
| 1 'I T )
] \ \
1 LA .:'. ._*
{ 5N
b U?’-' .
Y /
- g = A

ANCTHER GREAT,
CONSEGUENCE-FREE







NOT BAD,
MIGHT HAVE MET
SOMEONE/

SEEMS A LITTLE
OBSESSED WITH
HIS WORK.

\ IGHNORE THE

» PEBBLE. WE'LL BE

: 1 DISINTEGRATING IT
Y SOON ENOUGH.




-
\ 4
- T

: IVE BEEN
HAVING A REALLY
ROUGH CAMPAIGN
. )

~I'VE HAD
GOLEMS TRYING
TO KILL ME EVERY
TIME T TURN
AROUND...GOT MY




I CHOOSE e L
TO BELIEVE THAT
YOU'RE STILL THERE,
\ STILL LISTENING




- FOR THIS

BOUNTY THEY
ARE ABOUT
TO RECEIVE!!

+DESCRIPTIONT
owliterates the
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; WELL, I DONT
HAVE TOD MANY
HEALING SPELLS,

BUT I'LL SEE

209



KNOW HOW yOU
DID 1T, BUT YOU
SURE SAVED
My BACON/

IF LEGION
HAD OPENED A
PERMAMNENT PORTAL
CONNECTING THE
ASTRAL PLANE WITH
THIS ONE.-..

/T WOULD
HAVE BEEN THE
APOCALYPSE FOR
BOTH OF OUR
WORLDS.

WELL, I DIDNT
GET GRABBED BY

A GIANT HAND AND
SLAMMED ARDUND AND
DRAGGED THROUGH
A MIRROR, SO...

AND A REAL
BAD STEP IN
MY CAREER
TRAJECTORY.




r,..BU‘I: SADLY,

THE FACT IS
YOU HAVE DIED
EIGHT TIMES,
TAAKD...

ELETY-EUCKING -
SEVEN TIMES...

BUT..YOUVE
NEVER SHOWN UP
IN THE ASTRAL




- BUT MY FIRM
TAKES A DIM VIEW
OF NECROMANCY,
WHICH ¥YOU WERE

DEFINITELY
PRACTICINGS

R ——

= -

i‘ﬂ

THE SIPHON HAS
BEEN DESTROYED. I'M
PRETTY CERTAIN MY
SON ISNT LOOKING TO
CAUSE ANY MORE

V T HARDLY THINK
IT'S FAIR THAT NOELLE
HERE IS PUNISHED FOR

HER PART IN THIS f'\

EVENING'S ACTIVITIES.
/ B
' ,
TECHNICALLY, SHE
DIDN'T ESCAPE. IF SHE
REMAINS, YOU'LL KNOW

EXACTLY WHERE SHE IS
AT ALL TIMES.




OH, HONEY...

I AM SO SORRY.

:
of
mw

m
W
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BUT...YOU'RE WHEN THIS

FINE NOW! IT YOUNG ELF
WONT HAPPEN FREED ME, 1
AGAINY BECAME LUCID,

JUST FOR A

I PARTITIONED
MY VISION FROM THE
COSMOSCOPE AWAY
FROM THE REST OF
MY MEMORIES.

BUT AS LONG
AS I REMAIN OUT
HERE, BABY..I'M

IN DANGER OF
REMEMBERING...
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WHATEVER
PUNISHMENTS YOU
DOLE OUT TO LUCAS,
JUST PLEASE KEEP

I MAY BE
ENCASED IN THIS
METAL FORM, BUT

I AMSTILL A

215















SEE WHAT
I CAN DO.

oy
g%
RpE
=
363
i
R




I KNOW I
SCREWED UPR, AND
I AM WILLING TO

FACE WHATEVER YOU

OF WHATEVER
MY MOM SAW IN
THE COSMOSCOPE 15
STILL SOMEWHERE...
IN THIS THING...
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HOLY SMOKES,
KIDS! IT LOOKS
LIKE EVERYDNE
CAME DUT OF THIS
SCRAPE SAFE AND

¢ ITSA
CANDLENIGHTS
MIRACLEY!

CLIMB IN MY
SOFT BELLY /!

DRILL! E vg=
A







YOU'RE
SAYING LUCAS
ESCAPED...

S0, LET
ME GET THIS
STRAIGHT.

A ROCKET
SHAPED LIKE HIS

WE WERE JUST
ABOUT TO ARREST
HiM, AND HE PULLED
OUT HIS GRAPPLING

AND HE DRANK A
POTION THAT TURNED
HiM INVISIBLE! SO
THERE'S NO POINT
LOOKING FOR HIMm/

WITNESSED THIS,
FANGBATTLE?




I NEVER
IMAGINED
LUCAS COULD

THE LOSS
OF MALREEN
MUST HAVE-

GOD,
MALREEM.

I CANT
BELIEVE SHES

NOELLE
CHECKS
ouT/f







NOELLE,
YOU COME HIGHLY

RETURNED DEAD
DONT NEED TO BE
INOCULATED BY
THE VOIDFISH'S




\REY AND I ARE
RECOMMENDING
OUR TEAM.

7

{(iiﬁ{ .J:'.




-
L.SUPPOSE
NOT, BUT..WHY
DO YOU WANT TO
OBSERVE THE
PROCESS?

TS5 BO-RING/ VERY
LITTLE POMP AND
NOTHING IN THE WAY  +
OF PYROTECHNICS. 4 Bl

en

F

BUT SIRS, I'M SO ‘q
EXCITED TO WITNESS THE
INTRICACIES OF OUR DISPOSAL
SYSTEM FIRSTHAND!

ITLL HELP ME
TEST MY THEORY
THAT THROUGH CAREFUL

DBSERVATION OF THE

LEEWARD PARTICLE
DISPERSAL PATTERNS,

WE MIGHT PERHAPS
FORMULATE A SUPERIOR
TRACKING METHOD FOR
THE REMAINING RELICS
THAT UTILIZES THEIR

ALSD, YOU'RE AN
ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD, S0
YOU LIKE TO WATCH
STUFF BLOW UP.
















Y
:
)
3
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THE LONELY,
JOURNAL-KEEPER.

THE PEACEMAKER.

AND THE







The ADVENTURE CONTINUES in

THE  oF
NTURE
AWE" i

Ao

Coming Soon!
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Layouts

I'm usually the only person who ever sees these,
so enjoy! They have a lot of really wonderful en-
ergy and are essential to the process, but they also
use shorthands that are by and large zllcglblc to
anybody else.

Layouts are like an outline for the artwork! This
is the point where I try to make all the biggest deci-
sions about how to pace the action. It's also where
I try to think through the compaosition of the page/
spread as a whole as well as the general shapes of
each individual panel..but I'm not fussed about
little things like...ub, well, pretty much anything
else quite yer.

Scripts
By the time the script is set and I'm ready to start draw-
ing, I'm very excited to go! At that point, we've all
been talking about the outline, script, and overall story
for months, and I've gone back and relistened to the
relevant chunk of the podcast so the flavor we're all
to translate to the graphic novel is fresh in my

mind. There’s a lot of information in there—cadence,
tone, music—that’s a huge help in figuring out details
like character acting on the page.

This is the first step I actually pass back to the
rest of the team so we can all review it and ralk
about notes, changes, and fixes!

You can see my note calling out the bal
loon I added as a placcholder—I wanted to
check in with the team about whether it
might work to add a beat there that required
more text.

This is where we're talking about big ges-
tural actions and body language, checking
whether the action is clear, if there are places
where I need to add another panel or beat to
flesh things out... Looking at this spread now,
six months later, I wish I had given the angel
a different pose in the last panel on the left-
hand to really sell a stab, not 2 slash...
live and 1t We'll get it next time.



Inks

ONE LAST PASS on the lines to clean
things up! At this stage I'm making de-
cisions about tiny expression tweaks
to really sell an emotion, plus how line
weights can help emphasize volume and
spatial relationships.

Once inks are done, | hand them off
to our letterer, Tess Stone (one of my
favorite cartoonists!}—it’s always such a
treat to see his final lettering on the page
at the next step!

Pencils

OK, NOW we're talking—this is the
first place where expressions oughta
be legible and we can 2all give it an-
other read as a team to make sure the
beat-to-beat transitions are working!
This is a rare instance of using color
in pencils—there were just too many
lines to parse what was happening oth-
erwise.
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Colors

A big challenge in this book was figur-
ing out a visual language for coloring
the arystal environments & the crystal
golem. I didn’t want to have them com-
peting too strongly for your atrention,
so there’s a little more detil and lay-
ering going on with the golem—he’s
more important, and ideally the thing
you're spending more time “reading.”

And that’s it!! Wow! Repeat for 217
more pages and you have a book! I love
getting to work on these pages, but my
favorite part is absolutely when 1 finish a
stage and get to send it around for all of
us 10 talk about and polish—it’s a really
wonderful collaboration to get to be 2
part of.



DCSigning the COVCI‘ (Carey continues!)

Once we have a script and the artwork is well underway,

e

it’s time to figure out what the cover will look like!

1. Layouts: I start by doing a bunch of layout drafts on my own. At this point, the look of the series
covers is pretty established, with the main tric in a loosely central composition—I try to rotate
which of them gets to be in the center, and Merle seemed 3 natural fit for this book for uh, spoil-

er reasons, in case you've flipped to the back to read these pages first. | worked up a big list of
visual elements that might be a good fit 1o set the tone on the cover: cosmoscope mirror, crystals,
horrible skeleton, crystal golem, unsettling angle, reaching for the die.

2. Thumbnails: After I've made a couple pages’

worth of layouts and slept on it, it's time 1o win-
now the [ield down 1o my [aves, do a quick clean-
up pass, and send those thumbs int 1 have finally
learned not to share any thumbs that I'm not gen-
uinely excited about executing because, inevita-
bly, someone else will think the ones I'm not into
are the best options, and | will complain, and then
none of us will be happv.

So these are the three thumbnails | sent! [ think
they all have really strong shapes! The one we went
with has the clearest Merle silhouette, but | do really
like the off-balance angle of the center thumbnail...
Look forward to me trying to find a way to reuse it in
a future book.

. Pencils with Tones: Once we've picked a thumbnail
to move forward with, I dean it up into pencils &
tones o be brought to a cover meeting for (hopeful:
ly) official mternal approvalt The tones are a big help
in making these rough drawings legible. (You can sce
that 1 still had a foating crystal golem skull as a com-
positional element up top at this stage. | ended up
deciding that didn't work and replacing it with more
crystals in inks.)

4. Inks: | ended up moving the characters around a tiny

bit to try to eliminate some tangents with the tde...

thrilling seuff.

5. Color Rough: While I'm picking away at inks, I'm also

picking away at a color rough based on my pencils!
I paint this at a pretty tiny size to try to avoid over-
working it; the goal is to give myself a plan that | can
execute in final colors.




6. Flats: A pleasantly chill and meditative step! | really
liked the flats on their own, which is a good sign. I'm big
on lighting as a way to heighten drama and emotion,
rather than as a literal reflection of what lighting would
“==actually"" look like, so I've been working hard to
try to make palettes that work as flat colors to give me
more leeway there.

7. Finals: Several days of off-and-on crystal painting later, here they are!! Every cover is my [avorite when [ finish it,
and this one is no exception. Spooky tone, vague skull shape in the lighter colors of the background elements if you
squint, rock candy pink crystals, 2 mysterious mirror... What's not o lovell?

Special SNEAK PEEK of rejected™ covers for earlier books in the series!
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* These are less “rejected covers” and more “fanart covers I made for 3 noncxistent GN paciaging rebrand to keep miself sane while
wrestling with actual cover layouts.” It Is 3 long process with a lot of idea iteration, and WE GOTTA MAKE TIME TO HAVE FUN.
Very excited to finally be at the book where It makes sense 1o mclude these as 2 back matter treat! Maybe someday First Second will
want to do an “Oops! All Romance Covers Edition™ for the books as 2 super secret boxed set... FHive in hope.
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Visual Development ey conctudesd

Overall Notes on Designs: Before I dive into drawing the actual book, we all talk as a team about designs!
I start out with a very loose but legible pass thart I send around so we can all collectively figure our what's
working and what needs tweaks and fixes. I tend to work really small at this stage, as it helps me not be

precious about changes— I want to be as flexible as possible so we can land on designs that we all agree on!

Main Trio Null Suits: [ loved the all-red-null-suit- Main Trio Alt Outfits: | want Merle's panpipe
squad bit from the podcast, but it absolutely did not candlenights sweater and Magnus' dog pj's.
work on the page. RIP. All the important null suit life Merle is constantly wearing his slippies of haste,
support is packed into the Fantasy (sci-fi) Backpack... and his BoB onesie is 2 nod to a bit from the

Don't worry abour it!!! Rockport arc in the podcast. Was Taako’s

book one outfit pj’s all 2long? Maybe!ll!

Crystal Kindgom NPCS: Shamefully, I didn't even pick a null suit color for Boyland...
Sorry, Boyland, you were taken from us too soon.



Kravitz: HE'S HERE! Very fun to come up with The Scythe: | think the file name for this one was

a multistage lock for him with different levels of “hottopicgothbird psd™—lots of bearded vulture
spookiness. Also a fun challenge to try to translate his ~ motifs going on with Queen Morior-adjacent designs.
acting between different forms, crystal golem and all!

Hodge-Podge: | made
Hodge-Podge's design
too cute and then
immediately felt bad
about the ending of
that scene. SORRY!!

Bot Math: | had to kind of reverse engineer designs
Legion: Gross, drippy, A++ would draw again. for the robot rematch trio from a final design for Big
Noelle... Fun math problem!

Misc Bots: The central aesthetic for these was vaguely: You know those translucent iMacs that
were extremely round and chunky and huggable? Like that, but also it could kill you.



Compact: | want this compact... | made
the reflections look a little too much like the
Girl Scouts logo and so [ also want a cookie
every time I look at it.
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Places: It’s really nice to be able to talk as a team
about the setting in an early stage, so we can
make any changes BEFORE we get to actual book
artwork. And when [ get to thumbnailing, I have
a much easier time mentally moving characters
around while staging a scene when I can look at the
space they're in—who knew! | obviously don't end
up perfectly following these designs, but they're

Siphon: The siphon is meant to visually
echo Killian's MillerTech robo-animaror
from way back in Gerblins!
Upsy: Upsy is short for “upsetting...y.”

a great starting point. For instance, | gave Lucas a
lofted bed while 1 was thumbnailing, when 1 real-
ized he needed way more space for gear and tech!
We also ended up tweaking the cosmoscope design
a bit from its original pass to give it a little more
structure with all those rails! They are attached...
with fantasy MillerTech. I am begging you to please
not worry about it.



Fan Art Gallery

The Adventure Zone has
been lucky enough to garnct
a passionate and deeply
creative fandom. Many
thanks to the fan artists

who contributed pieces 10

this gallery—and o all the
Wwriters, artists, creators, and
éans of all stripes who have
made The Adventure Zone

what it is. Q?
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GRIFFIN MCELROY +

TRAVIS MCELROY

+ JUSTIN MCELROY +

CLINT MCELROY
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Praise for
The Adventure Zone series:

“Full of charm and snark and wit.
Join the party!”
—FELICIA DAY, author of
Embrace Your Weird

“A plot that’s not only €PiC, but also
secretly poignant and life-affirming”

—TOR.COM

“Captures perfectly the humor and charm
that made the podcast such a delight”



