










  
                



  
      



  
        



  
                
  



  
          



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
        



  
        



  
              



  
            



  
        



  
            



  
              



  
        



  
              



  
          



  
            



  
              



  
          



  
              



  
            



  
      



  
    



  
              



  
      



  
      



  
            



  
            



  
          



  
          



  
              



  
            



  
              



  
          



  
        



  
      



  
      



  
        



  
          



  
          



  
        



  
          



  
              



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
        



  
        





  
            



  
          



  
        



  
          



  
            



  
          



  
          



  
              



  
              



  
        



  
        



  
          





  
              



  
          



  
            



  
            



  
        



  
                
  



  
              



  
              



  
          



  
          



  
    



  
          



  
          



  
        



  
            



  
            



  
        



  
        



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
              



  
            



  
      



  
              



  
            



  
          



  
            



  
        



  
            



  
            



  
              



  
              



  
          



  
          



  
        



  
          



  
            



  
                
  



  
        



  
              



  
              



  
      



  
    



  
            



  
                
    



  
        



  
            



  
            



  
        



  
              



  
          



  
              



  
          



  
        



  
    



  
          



  
        



  
              



  
            





  
          



  
          



  
            



  
        



  
          



  
              



  
      



  
            



  
        



  
              



  
        



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
    



  
            



  
          



  
            



  
            



  
                



  
          



  
            



  
      



  
              



  
              



  
            



  
                



  
    



  
              



  
                



  
            



  
              



  
          



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
        



  
    



  
                



  
        



  
            



  
            



  
          



  
          



  
              



  
            



  
              



  
            



  
            



  
              



  
          



  
            



  
          



  
                



  
            



  
              



  
      



  
            



  
    



  
      



  
          



  
            



  
          



  
    



  
            



  
              



  
              



  
            



  
            



  
          



  
            



  
              



  
    



  
          



  
        



  
              



  
          





  
        



  
      



  
          



  
              



  
        



  
          



  
            



  
            



  
              



  
                



  
              



  
          



  
            



  
                



  
            



  
          



  
            



  
          



  
          



  
          



  
              



  
        



  
          



  
        



  
              



  
          



  
                



  
              



  
                
  



  
              



  
              



  
          



  
            



  
          



  
          



  
              



  
      



  
        



  
            



  
              



  
    



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
            



  
        



  
                
        



  
              



  
          



  
            



  
      



  
      



  
        



  
        

author’s note

The events in this book are a mix of fact and fiction,
history and memory. I knew early on that I could never
tell this story in its entirety—there were too many missing
pieces of information. I was never able to meet my
grandmother and ask her about her time spent in
Topaz, and like many survivors of camp she died having
left many parts of her life unspoken. But it wasn’t until I
began researching in earnest that I realized how much I
never knew about the camps. The more I learned, the
more I understood that my grandmother’s story never
ended with her. The camps left scars on our whole
community that were passed down through
generations. Even seventy-five years later, I felt their
effects in ways I hadn’t ever examined.

I know now why I grew up with only a handful of
Japanese words in my vocabulary and why we rarely
participated in traditional events. The camps scattered
the Nikkei community and broke up their
neighborhoods, and the lingering fear of appearing too
Japanese discouraged the passing on of language and
culture. This loss left me confused and unsure of my
footing in Japanese American spaces, but researching
for this book helped me understand and reclaim my
place in it. History and memory have tremendous power
to heal us and give us the tools we need to know
ourselves and navigate the world.

As history repeats itself, as racist hysteria is used to
carry out human rights atrocities once again, those tools
must be used to help the victims of our own
government’s actions. These stories are vital, but only if
you use them to take action. I hope this one can
demonstrate how long-lasting and wide-reaching the
damage of community trauma can be, and how vital it
is that we fight against those who would inflict it on our
most vulnerable neighbors.



  
    



  
      

acknowledgments

Special thanks to my family for their tireless support—
Mom, Dad, Mariko—and to my grandmother Ernestina
and great-grandmother Chiyo, strong women without
whom I would not be able to tell this story. Thanks to First
Second for taking a chance on my first book, and
especially to Whit Taylor, editor extraordinaire, and Kiara
Valdez and Molly Johanson for their help and
encouragement. To all the incredible people at
Densho, whose tireless work preserving our history was
essential to my research, and who are fighting every
day against racist injustice and modern concentration
camps. To the Topaz Museum, Wing Luke Museum, and
the National Parks Service for aiding my research. To
Miya for the translations and emotional support. To all
my friends who have cheered me on and helped me
through burnout and emotional ruin. To my amazing
girlfriend, Cy, who not only supported me throughout
this process but used her librarian skills to help me with
research. And finally to Octavia Butler, whose work
inspired this book and who will always be a hero.



  
      

glossary of terms

Incarceration camp: The term you are probably most
familiar with in regard to Japanese American history is
“internment camp,” and while that is still a common
way of referring to them, there is debate about its
accuracy. The reality is that “internment camp” is used
by the government to pacify the real history of the
camps. Some people prefer the more accurate term
“American concentration camp,” but that can draw
very inaccurate comparisons to the Nazi death camps
in Europe. Therefore “incarceration camp,” while not a
perfect description, is the term I’ve used in this book.

Generational terms:

Issei: first generation, people who emigrated from
Japan

Nisei: second generation, the first generation born in the
USA

Sansei: third generation

Yonsei: fourth generation

Nikkei: a general term for people of the Japanese
diaspora
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