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THE MaN
I ELOFED
HWITH AND
CLIRRENTLY
LIVE WITH...




CMON,
ToOMIO...
HONESTLY,
WHAT*S THE

THERE.-.-
LOOK,

THEYRE

i THERE TOoO!

HURRY AND
HIDE! GET
UNDER THE
FUTOMN/!

e
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\"‘-\. IN THIS STATE,
EVENTLUIALLY, HE STORPFED
HE STOFPFED LEAVING THE
DN 5. s et 3 R APARPTMENT
EVEN THAT LGS e e T R i AND REFUSED
AND BEGAN Tl U N : TO GO TO THE
TO WEAR e ol o TR it L PSYCH CLINIE.
DIAPERS. Th o : -
AT FIRST, HE
AND OF OCCASIONALLY
COURSE, T CAME OUT FROM
WAS THE ONE UNDER THE
WHO TOOK FLITON TO 0 TO
THE BATHROOM,
8uT ...

CARE OF HiM.
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CREEFY, SO
I BROKE IT
OFF FRETTY
QUICK, BUT
SHE REALLY
IS A WITCH.
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I CONFESS/
I WAS THE
ONE WHO

SUMMONED

HER HERE/




INVESTIGATION
LATER FOLIND
THAT THIS
T SFONGY
] MATERVAL WAS AN
LiNENOWN MOLD
WITH STRONG

.fi-'l'lr_. B

-\HI.I".

COLONIZED
THE FUTON.
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e

LAST YEAR, IT WAS
SELECTED TO BE
A REGISTERED
NATIONAL TANGIBLE

CLLTLRAL
PROPERETY.
|
R
] i
".'-Eﬁ*-_h"-.'ri':}' g Eﬁ E

My HOUSE HAS
A FEDIGREE;
TS BEEN IN

MYy FAMILY FOR

GENERATIONS.

ROOF IS MY
FATHER'S
FRIDE AND
JOY.
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BUT, DAD, TO
BE HONEST,
I DONT
STRANGERS

THE HOUSE.

MEGUMIZ AS
OWNERS OF
A CULTURAL
PROPERTY,

IT*S OUR DUTY

TO LET THE

FPUBLIC SEE

THE HOUSE.

REALLY WANT i !
COMING IN 4

WE‘LL HAVE
REGULAR
VISITORS TOO,
SO WE HAVE
TO KEERP THE

N : 3
o s . 7

Sl e

1
o R ,
- k. A

e e e S

WHO’S THAT?
MEGUMI, GO
AND SEE.
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Do St S R
o e o " o

OH, IF ¥YOou
WANT TO

WE
SEE THE
ﬁm HOUSE,
THERE'S
CUTSIDE =i GROUP,
OF THE | SO PLEASE
TOUR COME

SROUP.

COULTDMNT
You
MAKE AN
EXCEPTION

LM STUDYING
ARCHITECTURE
AT UNNWERSITY.

I HEARD ABCOLIT
YOUR WONDERFLUL
HOUSE, AND SO T
CAME BY HOFING
YOU MIGHT ALLOW

ME TO TAKE
A LOORK
AT IT.

IM SORREY
FOR INTRUDING
UROM YOU LIKE
THIS. MY NAME
IS Makaml KINO.
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MESUMI, LET CUR
GUEST IN. SHE'S
COME ALL THIS WAY.

RIGHT
THIS

BUILT IM
1854,
THE
WE‘RE DIRECT FIRST

DESCENDANTS YEAR
OF THE OF THE

BUILDER; OUR AMSE]
i\ FAMILY HAS K ERA
"'.",:.H LR MAINTAIMNED

By
k IT FOR o
\‘ GEMERATIONS.

1IN

R
"'."-'

-
it
Jr'i

| WONDERFUL
BUILDING.




AND I CAN
FEEL A
MASCLULINE
STRENGTH IN
THE JOISTS
IN THE
CEILING.
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IT'S JUST MYy
CALHMSHTER
AND MYSELF
LV
TOGETHER
HERE.

ALTOSETHER.

T
]

g P |
XN [T
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AMD IT'S
SO BIG.
HCH

e
sl

I-|.I_'_g-

A 3

I REALIZE
IT'S QUITE
SHAMELESS
OF ME TO ASK
YOou THIS SO
SUDDENLY THE
FIRST TIME I

VISIT, BUT...

I THINK IT’S Y|

GOING TO
BE A KEY
ELEMENT IN
PROGRESS-
ING WITH MY
ARCHITEC-
TURE

DELIGSHTED
BY YOuUR
VERY KIND

WORDS.

sTUDiES. AR

p=

=

¥
FE

i

T

IT REALLY IS

EVEM MORE

wWONDERFLUL
THAN I'D

—— i,




WHAT? ...¥0OU
WANT TO—7FIM
THIS HOUSEZS

WoLuLD
Yo
PERHAPS
ALLOW ME
T BOARD
HERE FOR
A WHILE?

YES...LI'M
THOROUGEHLY

R

e

-

iy

: I‘D LOVE
; TO REALLY
% STUDY THE
' BUILDING'S

WHILE I‘M
HERE, I‘LL
TAKE CARE
QF You
AND YOUR
DAUGHTER.

e
R

R

R
L e i
-sﬁé%sg-s” L %;Egg
b b .
s e e T

3

TOU'RE
REALLY
TWISTING
MY ARM...




MM-HAMM. o | YOou quﬁrw

i FOR A IT’LL BE FINE | WENT THAT

HMM, T WHILE? FOR A LITTLE ! AHEAD WOMAMN
TWO OR . HOW WHILE, y AND IS

THREE v ONG? WON'T IT? il DECIDED COING

MONTHS iy TO LIVE

AT HERE?

MOST, L T
SUFPOSE. | |
= ! ; :[—-— .

1}!& o
T Yo iR AND SHE GOING AROUND
IMAGINA- WAS MAKING TO OTHER
TION EYES AT PEOPLE*S
MEGUMI YOU, DAD. HOUSES AND
3 SHE WAS. TALKING ABOUT

HOW SEXY

T
s ..'_??J':.. AR e .ﬂ.Hl:" I
oy SHE SAYS DONTT
= s =, SHE’S GOING THINK TS
o = % TO TAKE SUCH A
/2 % CARE OF US. BAD DEAL
s H}. PR : 2 FE?,EHEEU
;.:' Il:illl"- '-\_!i.-' -\.-_ ;"E ' ] L. .
£ ] i ;—_i}f
! =" 4 SO YOULL ;:-‘
\ : L BE ABLE TO
S iz i CONCENTRATE
e i OM YOUR
N STUDIES.




HOTHING 'S

DO NOT GET
INTO ANY KKIND

OF WEIRD

RELATIONSHIP

FINE, BUT LET
ME JUST SAY
THIS, DAD.

YOurLL ¥
BE USING |

A ROOM |

M




SO0ODNESS/
THIS LOVELY

ﬁammy '
— H ..:

-
L

S
R
! [T . -




OH, THIS }” 1

IS REALLY
GOOoD.

——

-

e

o

]

M¥
IMPRESSION
OF HER

IT

RENT, BUT
IT WAS TO
THE FOINT
WHERE WE |

SHOULD M
HAVE BEEN [+

JUST AS
SHE SAID
SHE WOULD,
MANAM/
KING TOOK
PERFECT
CARE OF
EVERYTHING
FoR US.

PAY¥ING
HER.

IT DNONT _ — ——— r GUESS
TAKE MLWCH DAD MHAD
TIME AT ALL THE SAME

BEFORE THOUGHT.
THE TWo oF
THEM MADE

THINGS

OFFICIAL.

I EVEN WONDERED

WHAT IT WOULD BE

LIKE IF SHE WERE
TO MARRY DAD.
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SO

WE‘RE NOT.
MANAMI SAYS
SHE WANTS
TO STAY AT
HOME.

SO WHERE ARE
YOU GOING
ON YOUR
HONEYMOON?T

I

[

AND
THEM,
ONE

NIGHT....

ANYWAY, AFTER

REASON, DAD
SLUDDENLY SEEMED
PRETTY DOWN.
i ::.' e ;: E%_;.?




AKRE THINGS NOT

SOING WELL

F HEY, DAD.
YOU HABVEN'T
BEEN YOUR

USUAL SELF
L.ATEL?:!!-

e
e

e e

]

-

REALLY THAT i
WONDERFUL? o
\

IT"S A

4 TANGIBLE

| srad CULTURAL
= ASSET, AND

MORE THANM

THAT, IT*S

FR
1
L
e R
i

THAT S OUT OF
THE BLUES WHAT

ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT? ISN'T IT?
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IT’S BEE
WEIRD
LATELY,
HOUSE...

b
Vg

THE

SEE
ANYTHING...
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I WONDER
IF SHE'S

LIKE...
BAD
BREATH...

VOICE... PfL




il
Y

. ‘f.
s .
_._.._ ..
_.___,m._”. J
Ih
: ,.,




P

DISGUSTING/S
JUST SICK/

MEGUML/
MNOW 1S
NOT THE
TIME S

I SCRUB AND
SCRUB AND
T DOESNT
COME OFF.

IT'S SO
STRANGE

';1/ COME ON,

PADS DO
THAT LATERS
IT'S AN
EARTH-




VANDALIZING
WHO ON A PRECIOUS
EARTH CULTURAL ASSET
WOoOULD DO WITH GRAFFITI
THISZ! LIKE THIS/
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5 SHE WAS...A

OUR HOUSE = FERVERT...SHE
ISN'T QURS ; LUSTED AFTER
ANYMORE. - i_.._.;_ BUILDINGS, AND

THEY LUSTED
AFTER HER...

.......
o

NO CLUE!f MAYBE

SHE GOT BORED D"I"'[';"‘iﬁij.
OF THE HOUSE e

AND.LEFT...
OR ELSE SHE : GO?
BECAME PART

WHEN A “NATIONAL TREASURE® O AN
*THMPORTANT CULTURAL PROPERTYY HAS LOST
s VALUE AS SUCH, OR WHEN THERE I's ANY
OTHER SPECIAL REASON, THE MINISTER OF
EDUCATION, CULTURE, SFPORTS, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGSY MAY ANNUL SLICH DESIGNATION

. AS *MATIONAL TREASURE® OF “IMEPORTANT
CULTURAL PROFERTY.” (ARTICLE 23, LAW FOR
1 THE PROTECTION OF CLLTURAL FROFERTY)
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WALk
CARE-
FULLY...
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MaADOKA...
HELF ME...

I-T DOMNTT
WANT TO

WANT TO
DnEs




I CANT e J s
STAND IT 5 :
ANYMORE. ¥ DAys

WE'RE peaR Edigl {ER
THROUGH! S -

TOMIO,
IWE HAD IT
WITH YOLR
CHEATINGS

SHE'S WAY

HOTTER FINES
THAN YOou! I'M 5
WAY MORE GONE/

GLAMODROUS
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SHE STCOLE s e e G
R e e '+-'3'\{
Ci W R - e g
TOMO S ; e R wadiet Rt
i x T R SELARCE
Cor D FaE e =
HEART ... e I R T > S T
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THE FORTLUNE
TELLER WE
MET WHEN WE
WENT TO HAVE
QL FLTLIRE
TOSETHER
TOLD...

i

WH-WHAT DI
YOUu Say?!

AND YOou
WILL SOON
SEFARATE.

YOU ARE
DEEPLY
INCOMPAT-




HEH HEH
HEH...SO
b

U FINALLY

EROKE UF

THE SECOND
L SAW YOU,
I wWas HEAD

L e e R

OVER HEELS.

WITH My

HEAD? ...
YOU SAY THE

STRANGEST

THINGS

0



I WaNT YOUR
BEAUTIFUL
HEAD
FoOR MY
I"l, COLLECTION.

O wWILL You
ol GIVE ME
il YOUR

1  SEVERED
HEAD?
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LOOKS LIKE H‘\
MY HAIR g
SLIPPED
INTO THE

TURTLENECK,

HMM?

HEH HEH/S
EO00DDMESSY
WHATEVER
COULD BE THE

MATTERT

)

IT“LL FALL
OFF.

MY HalR 1S
STROMSGER
THAN STEEL,
YOU BMNOW. ..
BETTER
HURRY AND
SUFFORT
YOUR HEAD.
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00



.......

GO0 il .| b -
g | e T B ¥y = NOW, YOUR

LUCK! IF i o

THE MNERVES ALy i Ko OUR HEAD

SLIF EVEN A HANDS HAS BEEM

LITTLE, IT"'S ARE ALL COMPLETELY
OVER FOR THAT-s  SLICED (
FOU. HO HO I{EEF'JHE': ]

IT OM.

ATTARCHELD, 2o CUT MY HEAD
s COFF WITH HER
WITCH HAIR...

AT



IF MY HEAD
SLIFS JUsST
A LITTLE
BECALSE OF
THE SHAK|NG
IM MY HAMNDS,
I'LL DE--.

RIGHT WE FLESH OF THE
MO, I°A4 CROSE SECTION
HOLDINE IT r OF My MECHK IS
DA WITH SWELLING, AND
EVERYTHING IT FEELS LIKE

THE HERVES AND
BLOOD VESSELS

COULE SOME
APART AT ANY

en s WHAT -\.N.\'-'“ "%
KIND OF || S
BULLSHIT o G
I DON‘T IS THIS? || o EE
CARE WHAT e Yo
KIND OF i P
TRICKS YOu - g
PULL. I°M i G
NOT TAKING i i G
YOU BACK. G . e
ok :;:
R

R-RIGHT.
FOUFLL
BELIEVE ME
IF ¥Ou SEE
THE CUT:..

FLEASE
BELIEVE










HIS HEAD'S
BEEN CUT
OFF//

T
gl oo

L e
FogieEe

.-« HELLO?F
I NEED
AN AMBU-
LANCE.

I

.-:

e

i o)

R =
i,

2

sl

BE DISCOMN-
NECTED.

AbAH... THAT"S
THE SOUNMD
OF MY CUT
VERTEBRAE
RUBBING
TOSETHER.-
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At 1

\
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iy

HAMNG OM
A LITTLE
LONGER/
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1




MOMENTUM
WILL KNOCK

HIS HEAD I
RIGHT OFF.




TOMIOQ, IVE
NEVER MET
ANYONE SO
STUBBORM
BEFORE.

P O |
"-.. " .@'
f5 1, ) |_|: IE“'I'.Ill
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TOMIO, WE HAVE TO
HURRY AND GET
THE COCKROACH

..
.
T ] :
}:'r' .







PLAY
WITH
Uuesssss

LM NOT
YOUR

o

| -E"?"-!' Dot -
‘i é,:}%wﬁ

=

=







TOMIO...

AHI YOUR
HEAD"S
ATTACHED//

EVERY-
THING'S
OKAY
NOW.S

AND YOU
JUST KEPT
DESFERATELY

HOLDING
ONTO IT, HUH,
TOMIO. ..

CHILDREN
WERE

JUST A

HaALLLZL-

BUT THE WITCH
DEFINITELY
EXISTED AND
REALLY DID CUT
YOUR HEAD
OFF...

v THE

RESCARDNLESS

MEMORY OF OF THE FACT

KEEPS HIS M
HANDS IN

ATTACHED, ..







I‘VE BEEN
DREAMING OF
MY FATHER
DYING ALL THE
TIME, EVER
SINCE I wAS

YOU DIED
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YOUR
DADDY'S
NOT GOING
TO DIE,

| AT FIRST,

I LOVED

el THE
END, T

LEFT IT
IN THE

DRAWER.

A DREAM
WHERE MY
FATHER
TURNED
INTO A
TOx.

I OFTEN
DREAMED
ANOTHER




AND THEN,
AS THE
LONG
MONTHS
PASSED...

-ff}‘d:f T}:l?’ -FdF__FFF#",FFaFPugAﬂaJuﬂJeJl
FATHER —
WENT OFF __f_f-’; o
SOMEWHERE
WITHOLUT ME Tl | i
REALIZING. - !
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f i
..BUTI VI"’"" STILL

HORE ¥OLU

WILL GUIDE | AND INEXFE-

s%
o
i

e
R
s
e

VERY YOUNG |
i A\ RIENCED... /£

/ i T

GRANDMOTHER.

GRANDFATHER, |[EZAHIH

I GUESS
I HAVE
TO START

T8



i MYy HUSBAND
MAKOTO WENT
ASCAINST THE
TOKURA FAMILY'S
CHEER WISHES AND
Us, MARRIED ME.
THEYLL RIKO.
COME 5
AROUND PP=
EVENTU- 4470 |
ALLY, = = B
| .
. o
| L §
. ' e
ll..'.l.'III II|I II I\I\ .l'“'.l. S
JUNN -
g | | LA 5

THEY'RE CLLG
MOW, S0
THEY GIDMNT
COME TO THE

=Y MY GREAT-

=1 CRANDFATHER
AMND GHEAT-
SRAMDMOTHER.
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|I 1 I!IU
I]_':._I'I"..'lr\-

e

=
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I'M RIGHT

RIKO...
RIKO...

I'‘M SORRY,
MAKOTO...
ALWAYS HAVING
THIS SAME
NIGHTMARE...

YOUR FATHER'S
DADDY... DEATH AGAIN,
CIDN'T YOU?




DON'T LAUGH! Y o HA
YOU EITHER, HA HA
DAD. OR YOU,
GRANDMA AND | 4
SRANDFA. '
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i

A G-G-

GHOST... ; :

iy

AH! ...GREAT-
GRANDFATHER,
GREAT-
SGRANDMOTHER.
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i
i

ki
k\{t
A

f WHAT YOU THOUGHT

MY GREAT- i WAS A GHOST
SRANDFATHER'S WAS FROBABLY
MOTHER. MY GREAT-GREAT-

e, (SRANDMOTHER...

AND, WHEN

I LOOKED
CLOSELY AT
YOUR GREAT=

SRANDFARENTS

ad




A HUNDRED

«oa [N ADDITION
TO MY GREAT-

GRANDMOTHER,
MY GREAT-ALUNT
AND MY GREAT-

r =TT
AR R b hE e

S=SLUCH AR
ELDERLY
WOMAN. ..

IF ¥OUu LOOK
FOR THEM,
THOUGEH, L
THINK YOU
CAN STILL
FIND THEM.

ALTHOUGH
THEYWVE
GOTTEN PRETTY
HAZY HNOW;
THEY*RE NEARLY
, TRANSLUCENT.

LR

.-« THEYVE

FLETELY
YANISHED

MY BREAT-
GSREAT-
GRANDFATHER
AND HIS
MOTHER ALSO
USED TO BE
HERE, BUT...




THEY'RE
AFTERIMAGES.
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My
SRANDFATHER-
IN-LAW PASSED

AWay THE
FOLLOWING

RIKO, IS
THE FAMILY
TAKING GOOD




\""&q

WELL THEN,
MAKOTO, PLEASE
TAKE GOOD CARE
OF MY RIKO.

g e

. .AI‘ \

CKAY, RIKO,
THERE’S A
GATHERING OF THE
ENTIRE TOKURA
FAMILY IN THE
LIVING ROOM NOW.




EVERYOMNE/

= THE SERVICE
FPLEASE cOME || 1D FINALLY

PLEASE FRAY FOR MY

FERVENTLY, TOGETHER || LIKE TO GET FATHER RYOZO
VERY AND THINK STARTED COMCLUDED

FERVENTLY! - WITHOUT

INCIDENT.

-« THE IMAGE

OF RYOZO AS
HE WAS IN LIFE
WILL RETURN
THROUGH THE
FPRAYERS OF
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SO IT'S NOT
THAT THEY
ACTUALLY
FPHYSICALLY

OF OUR FAMILY
CREATED. WE
CALL IT AN

¥OU TALK TO
THEM, BUT
MO ANSWER

EVER COMES
BACK THAT

SURPASSES THE
EXPECTATIONS
OF THE LIVING.

WE TALKED
ABOUT THIS
BEFORE TOO.
SRANDFA
CIDN'T COME
BACK TO LIFE.

AND IT'S
NOT LIKE
HE TURMED
INTO A

IT'sS
PROBABLY
JUST
OUR OWN
DELUSION,
THOUGH.

......

erEas

BUT WE FEEL
LIKE WE'RE
TOUCHING THEM,
WE FEEL LIKE
WE'RE TALKING

WITH THEM.

an



AND THEN THE

THE
: _ THE FAMILY JUST F'hﬁﬁl "“’*IHT
N 1 \ AS THE LMING S =
LEFT BY THE
RELATIVE
WEVE LOST.

HOW HARD YOu
PRAY, YOU CAN'T
CREATE ANMOTHER
AFTERIMAGE
OF THE SAME
FERSON

GRADES

TWENTY YEARS
GIVE US THE TIME
TO SAY A GENTLE
GOODBYE TO
OUR DEAD, THE

WITH THE
PASSING DAYS
AND MONTHS, THE
IMAGE GRADUALLY
GROWS HAZIER,

“mﬁ L AND THEIR :
b EXISTENCE MORE |
GOODEYE.
TENUOUS.
P IT'S NEARLY TWENTY- 4
o e
FLENTY OF TIME
FOR THEIR GRANDMOTHER BECAME
AN AFTERIMAGE. IF SHE
e WERE ALNVE, SHE'D BE A
THESE TWENTY- i
HUNDRED AND TWENTY-

------

FWE...SHE'LL PROBABLY
VANISH SOOM. 1l

I DIDN'T FROM THE
START, BUT NOW MY
DAD AND MY GRANDMA
DON'T HEED MY
SGREAT-GREAT-
GRANDMOTHER
ANYMORE.
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SEEREE

e .

«WILL YOU
MAKE HIS
AFTERIMAGE?

h

L FEEEERET £
i
i

WHEN MY
FATHER
DIES IN THE
FUTURE...

I MEAN, YOU
ESPECIALLY

AFTERIMAGE
OF YOUR
DALD.

I THOUGHT
YOU MIGHT
ASK THAT.

L’LL TALK
TO MY DAD
TONIGHT. BUT
DON'T GET
YOUR HOPES
TOO HIGH,

QKAY?

- | ,,-A_ﬁ:,;;;éz%‘ﬁ“
: r‘gﬂﬁmﬁiﬁéﬁgﬁﬁ%

TO MAKE THE
AFTERIMAGE,
¥YOU NEED THE
CONCERTED
EFFORT OF THE
ENTIRE FAMILY.

ANYTHING ALL
BY MYSELF.

‘\\

«-BUT L
CANT DO




SR

EXACTLY! WE
SHOULDNT
EVEN BE
TALKING ABOUT
THIS!

WHY ARE ¥YOU
BRINGING

MAKOTO..,
THIS IS
JUST
IMPOSSIBLE.

P I
MAKE THE
AFTERIMAGE
OF RIKO'S
FATHER?

SJUST WHAT

WOoULD IT

MEAN FOR
US...

I WAS WRONG/
I APCOLOGIZE
FOR MY SELFISH
REQUEST!S!

FLEASE
EXCUSE
ME/
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FOR

ALWAYS
WATCHING

THANKS

e

el

ke

e 3 —: =] S,

ARE KIND

DESPITE ALL
OF THAT,
THEY REALLY
PEOFLE.

e, EEELE N
E:

= .m..vu.

I KNOW.
IT WAS
ME BEING

SELFISH,
TOMOKA,

e

G R
S e

. e

TR
- Mm ..vaw.ww_w. T

SISTER.
ILL
APOLOGIZE
TO MOTHER

FATHER

AND

AGAIN
TOMORROW.
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MOTICED

e e
AFTERIMAGE -

HAS BEGUN

MY LITTLE
SISTER FELL
SICK AND
DIED TEN
YEARS AGO.
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e b e

AR
e B ==
3 T e
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TO GET

HAZIEK...

a5

—--I 'ﬁi‘B uuh =

TF?LJTH IS,
TOMOKAS AN
AFTERIMAGE

TOO.

L ‘..._Iﬂlﬁl'l_.w-_l_l—lql__l-




wm..m.wmnw“.m.“w i
wﬁ.wwwxﬁﬁ.“ .m.mwwww Wm#

: iﬂm“ . wﬁ - T

= E.ww.m.“m.ﬁm..wm w.“.w ."

s .ﬁm wmm“mﬁﬁm%ﬁmr&mmm % |

e

I WISH

I COULD
JUST LIVE
LIKE THIS

WITH YOU.

KMNOW,

IN-LAW, YOU

DAUGHTER-

I“M NOT

A
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GREAT-GREAT-
GRANDMOTHER

TIME PASSED AND

DISAFFEARED,
ALONG WITH THE
GREAT-ALINT AND

E.

LINCL

THE GREAT-

L

AND GREAT-
SERANDFEATHER
ALSC
ERADLALLY
FADED [INTO
SOMETHING

THE GREAT-
SRANDMOTHER

THERE WA5 4
FLUNERAL THE
OTHELR DAY AT A4

BRANCH FAMIL
AND AS A FAMILY,

WE PERFORMED THE

¥

RITUAL OF CALLING

SE.

THE AFTERIMA

HAVING ALREADY
BEEN THROLUGH

SEVERAL

FUNERALS, T

Al 5O FRAYED

WITH ALL MY

HEART AS A
MEMEER OF THE

TOKLIRA FAMILY.

]
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et
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I THOUGHT |

REMAINED

COLD AS
LISLigr,

-, % X s
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el e,

SLUT EVEN
THOUGH
EISHT
YEARS
HAVE
FPASSED
SINCE
WE GOT
MARRIED.,..

HONEY!?
YOLUR




THIS
MORNING...
THAT WAS

V.

=

NO WAY

] ..m"."w> ﬁ... m_m.M.,“.w.J..
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SR = S
e m.m.h
R e amm.m.v_.




WHAT ARE

YOU TALKING
YOL'RE ABOUTZ HOW
TALKING CAN You

NONSENSE! MARRY HER

WITHOUT

LEAVING MET

ol RIKO,
MARRIED igarl
TO You WORRY...

EOR LIFE. Teleres
e &

- TG LEAVE
SIBILITY. ...;".i'

I'M GOING
TO GO
AND TALK
WITH HER
MYSELF/S

1
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TO PLEASE
CREATE YOUR
AFTERIMAGE/

|-. .H-:'

S
[

IT WAS JUST SO i

INCREDIBLY SAD... ]
I GOT SPECIAL el

PERMISSION.

r
.
LIS

OF COURSE
HE SAID NO.
BUT I WENT
AROUND AND
BOWED MY
HEAD TO EACH
MEMBER OF
THE TOKURA
FAMILY.

i
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4
2
1
-
1
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BEHIND THE
TOMBSTONE
SHOULD

I‘M LYING,
THEN GO
AND TAKE
A LOOK
AT YOUR
FAMILY
TOMEB.




I FELT
STRANGELY |
LIGHT
WHEN I
THOUGHT

e TN "

OVER AND
5410 Mr¥
GOODEYE TO
MYy SISTER-




WIFE WO
CRIED,
ODREAMING
OF HER
FATHER"S

I THINK

I : i -

o 3 LA g OR ME, I

DroaprEir [ VR B WONDER

FIRST. ] WO LL
i’ J EE

FIRST saa




e

St k)
TRy

i e



rh o

5

| DISSECTION

ROOM NI

NOW THEN,
YOU MEDICAL
START YOUR
DISSECTION
TRAINING
TODAY.

CHUO MEDICAL UNIVERSTTY

AS STUDENTS OF
MEDICINE, YOU
MUST BURN THE

HUMAN BODY INTO
YOUR BRAINS.

STRUCTURE OF THE

\[]

I\

WER THE
MEXT THREE
MONTHS, You
WILL WORK IN
SROUPS OF

FouR wWITH

FIRST OF ALL,
A MOMENT OF
SILENT FRAYER

FOR THESE NOBLE
CADAVERS.
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FLEASE
TAKE
OUT THE
CADAVERS.

s

w.wam

i
B
A

Coo
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HEY,
TATSURDOS

o i
A e
S
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e
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|
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¥
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o BR o,
o |
i

COLOR'S
REALLY
GOo0oD?

AND HER
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EYES...

THE CADAVER

OFENED ITS

el m".. s
v mmﬁ
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HEY! QUIT
FUSSING

ARODUND
AND GET

=
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WHAT?
DOMN‘T BE
RIDICLLOUS

7
L5
|

My e
kaﬁ AL e
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FROFESSOR?

THIS DONCR

BODY 1S STILL
ALNES

FORMALIN.

- LT IS WARM.
AND THE
ELASTICITY QF
THIS SKIN...

HEY, YOou/

OPEN
YOUR
EYES/

e

iy DEFINITELY
SMILED




WHAT ARE
¥YOU DOING

DD You
FIGURE IT

L WANT
TO BE
DISSECTED/

WELL, THIS IS
WHERE yOU
COME TO BE
DISSECTED,




HURRY
UP AND
DISSECT
ME/

)

| DISSECT
2 ME/

i

""\w'l
J
7
HO HO HO HO HOY e’

—= AHS
== SHE'S

2, RUNNING
—. 5 f '._

1‘%“11 %x\

KAMATAS meﬂma
WE'RE

\\\\\




MHEW
KIND OF

CEFIMITELY
HOT SAME.

SHE'S

WE DID SEE
OWN EYES #5- LIECEAN
= LEGEND.

THOUGH.

e

ACCOSTS
PASSERS-
BY AND
DEMANDS
THEY
DISSECT
HER.

w kT,
o : ; : ;/ HEY, YOU HEAR?
T E e i THAT WOMAN
T ':HUG ME{]ECA SHOWED UP
S AT ANOTHER
e B MEDICAL
e SCHOOL,
i - FRETENDING TO
R = BE A CORFSE/
I :
AFFAR-
ENTLY,
SHE WAS
SHOUTING,
*DISSECT
ME.

L HEARD
SHE'S
SHOWING
LF ON
STREET
CORNERS

IT'S
DEFINITELY
LIRS RO
TAMIYA!

THAT WOMAN...

THE MORE I

THINK AGOLT
HER, THE MORE
I'M SURE I
KNOW THAT
FACE...

RIGHT,
TATSURO?

WHAT
ARE YoUu
SPACING




LETS PLAY
DOCTOR.

SONNA BE
A DOCTOR,

113
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UH-LIH
JUST
STORFED
BY.
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WHAT'S
THIS?

B

TATSUROF
o

T

o

S
: .w&wmﬂﬁ_
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e
e

A PATIENT

YOUR FATHER
IS SEEING
RISGHT NOW.

Do ¥oOu HMEED
SOMETHING?

114
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OOH. THE Y7/ = A I R A s |
REAL THING |* /" = &S ey i RN SRS | (T T

f

REALLY IS
AMAZING.

BROVGHT
SOMETHING [




SROSS/

HEY,
IF YOU DON'T -+ BUT T UP FOR TATSURD.
LET ME HAVE HAVE TO LETTING cAN T
IT, T*LL TELL PUT IT THE FROG HAVE THIS
YOUR DAD BACK. GET AWAY. SCALPEL?
YOouU STOLE IT. :

116



YOoU DO
SERICUSLY
=] L
THINGS S

DISSECTED
A HAMSTER,

! TATSURO! WHAT

ARE YOU AND
RURIKO ALWAYS

AND YOUWRE
"RDISSECTIOM-

EVERYOMNE'S
TALKING ABOUT
IT AT SCHOOLS
THEY'RE
CALLING RURIKO
*"DHSSECTHOMN=

RURIKO'S
THE OME
WHO
DISSECTS

YOU'RE

INIT
WITH

BUT ¥YoOuU
HOLD “EM
Lo ML




WELL,

acbes )| |f  wEER,
ANIMAL Z DISSECT A

EBIGGEER ANIMAL.
SIMME A HAND.

NOW I°M
EXCITED.

LET'S
DISSECT
YOoul.

IF YOU DON'T
DO WHAT
L SAY, T'LL
DISSECT YOU.




..H"!r I|II|I| .II/
Al it

|
i A
il !
| TATSURD...
HELP ME/




SINCE THEN...
AMND THEN WE
MEET AGAIN
LIKE THAT...

DEFINITELY
STILL : 4 !
FIXATED ON v
DISSECTION, - ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ{ﬁ?
THOUGH. *

CHANGED
N HER
MENTAL

-

ﬂ%‘*ﬂ&ﬂga i

f.h‘ﬁ..l._.l?* .




WILL YOU
— PLEASE
DISSECT
ME?

AR

1™
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I MEAN, I MEAN,
THAT TIME, you
MY STOMACH SWITCHED
REALLY DID SCHOOLS
HURT. I Was RIGHT
SUFFERING
AND YOU

DITN'T

IDID A
SERICUSLY
TERRIBLE THING

TO ¥OU...T'VE
ALWAYS WANTED
TO APOLOGIZE.

e IVE
STARTED &
THINKING !
THAT RATHER Al
THAM é i
DISSECTING, | e
I'D LIKE {
TO BE
DISSECTED.
WHILE, I GOT
TIRED OF
1 DISSECTING
THINGS.
IT WasSHNT
ENOUGH,
AMND MOW...

ALTHOUGH
I DIDMT
STOP DIS-
SECTING

I SOTALOCT
OF STOMACH
ACHES AFTER

THAT. MY
CHILDHOQD
was REALLY

I GET
TURNED
ON JUST
IMAGINING

EBEING
DISSECTED...
DONT YOu
THINK IT'S SO
MUCH MORE
EXCITING THAN
DISSECTING?




Y-YoOu HAVE

TO STOF.
BEING
YOULL DO DISSE o
A GOOD
WILL KILL
JOB. You.
YOU'RE
IMN MED
SCHOOL.

OpAaY
THEM...
QFEN MY
STOMACH
WITH THIS.

AND THEN i PULL MY

OB=ESERVE i INTERMAL
THEM ORGANS
OH SO OUTH!
CAREFULLY:S

124
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THIS IS THE
GREATER
OMENTUM...

TODAY, ™
WE‘LL SET
INTO THE
FROCESS
FOR THE
DISSECTION
2F THE
STOMATH
AND OTHER
INTERMAL
OREANS,

AND I SAW
A FPRETTY
STRANGE

POST.

LT

IF YOU'RE

NOT FEELING LT SAID,

LM
LOOKING
FOR A
SPECIAL
SOMEONE
TO DISSECT

126



WAS FLAILING
AND SCREAMIMG

MEIGHBORS
CALLED THE
POLICE, AND
A SERICUSLY
INJURED WOMAN
WAS DISCOVERED
IN HIS

APARTMEMNT.

THE s\aM M HERE WITH
LIWED IN THE we ey AN rT!'IF- SEVEM
BUILDING WHERE STAEBBED O CLOCK NEWS,
THE STAEBBING A OWTWA M AT ARCUND
S TALING S BTN
SR, IN A CITY

THE MaM TOLD

FOLICE ARE INVESTIGATORS
@AUESTIONING THAT THE
WOMAN

ASKED HiM TO
DISSECT HER;
S0 HE DID.

HIpM FOR
FURTHER
DETAILS.

AM AMBLILANCE
BROUGHT
THE WOMAN

IHTJIL!..IJ‘IEW TS HOSPITAL
Was NOT WHERE SHE
LUNDERWENT

EMERGENCY

THE WOMAN
EROKE
FREE FROM
HOSPITAL STAFF
IMMEDIATELY
AFTER SURGERY
AND EXITED THE
BUILDING.

IN RELATION TO
LAST MONTH’'S
INCIDENT IN
WHICH A WOMAN
ENTERED THE
DISSECTION
LAEB AT CHUO
MEDICAL
LUNWERSITY...

...ACCORDING TO
A REPORT THAT
JUST CAME IN,
THE VICTIM HAS
DISAPPEARED
FROM THE
HOSPITAL.

THE FPOLICE ARE
CONTINUING TO
INWESTIGATE HER
WHEREABOUTS.
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AND THIS IS JUST

WHOAS ! A RUMOR, BUT
WHYS APPAREMTLY, THE
SURGEONS ALSDO
LATER SHOWED MEMTAL
ABNORMALITIES.

I HEARD THE
MAN WENT
COMPLETELY
NUTS AFTER
CUTTING HER
STOMACH
CFEM.

POSS/ELY BE
FLANNING TO DO
THE SAME THING

WERE ¥DU
SATISFIED
ONCE YOUR
SToMACH Was

IS SHE GOING
TO APPEAR
BEFORE ME
AGAIN AND

AGSAIN LIKE A

s WILL THIS
END WITH
ME NEVER

SEEING HER

AGAINF
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MEXT THREE
MONTHS, WE-LL

NOW, FOR THE
BE DOING
DISSECTIONS.
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OF SILENT
FPRAYER, FLEASE
TAKE THE

CADAVERS OUT

OF THE DONOR

AFTER A MOMENT

PRAY/
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THIS ISN‘T
IN OUR
GROSS
ANATOMY
TEXT
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IT...HAFPFPENED
WHEN I WENT OUT
BiRD WATCHING
et FOR THE FIRST
TIME IN A WHILE.

gy UG e,
TN e

—y

EXCUSE ME/S
YOU OVER
THERE...

I et hi

I WAS
HIKING AND
FELL. NOW

IvVE BEEM
WAITING
FOR AGES.
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HE
4 &t'g-f“.’@ -

AT THE
HOSPITAL
SOON/
HANG ONM/

SOME TIME
MUST HAVE
PASSED
SINCE THE
BREAKS.
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YOUR LEGS
ARE BROKEHN,
BUT THE
BOMES HAVE

AL READY
FUSED.
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YOU'RE

THAT WAS /  sHirO
WHEN A HIKING PLAN Gﬂr MORIGUCHI
YOU FELL, UNDER YOUR | FROM
WASN'T HAME WAS \, ToKYO,
THE SHIRO-
B et GANEDAKE
TRAILHEAD A
MONTH AGO.

I RATIOMED YOUR LEGS

THE FOOD UHM. .. WERE

IM MY BACK- | BROKEN, YOU
PACK... & COULDN'T

MOWVE. WHAT
oiC You
oo FOR

FooD?

BUT YOU SEEM
IN RELATIVELY
ES000 HEALTH.




YOURE
SCHEDULED
FOR SURGERY
TOMORROW.

THE BOMES
HAVE FUSED
IN THE WRONG

POSITHON.

EVERYOMNE'S
TALKING ABOLUT MORIGUCHI,
How You YOU WERE
SURYIVED A 2N THE
MONTH OM THE MNEWS.
FOOD [N YOUR
BaC KPACK.

139
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i g

- COULD
YOU STAY
HERE
TONIGHT?

OH, DIDN'T
MEAM TO
BRING UF BAD

MEMORIES.

.....

S0 You
DONT HAVE
ANY FAMILY.

2D YOUR
FAREMNTS
PASS?




DOHNCE I
LEAVE HERE,
I‘LL HAVE
ALMOST
OUT OF TO GET A

JOB. ..

L WASN'T
CAREFLL,
AND THIS

HAFPFPENED.

MY LONE

HOoBBY MUST
IS SOLO HAVE
FRIENDS?
A GIRL?

YOU CAM
TALK TO ME

ANYWAY, IT*S
LIGHTS OUT,
SO LET'S GO
TO SLEEP.

ABOUT YOUR
TROUBLES.
WE HANVE A
CLONNECTION
MO, {5s

T
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H-HEY,
MORIGUCHI...
WHAT WAS

MORIGUCHI,
SERIOUSLY,

RESCLUED,..
BUT SHE

W

i [ L

{4.4



I-IT WAS
ABOUT A TALK
WEEK OR TO ME/
SO AFTER

I CON'T

UNDERSTAND
WHATS

GOING ON/

THE
FAIM WAS
INTENSE, NO
HELFP WAS
COMING,
AMD I WAS
AL MOST QUT
OF FooD.

fy' / i 1." -‘-__":;?i ':H":'%r ‘;3:. If;ﬁll'-' 3 & r : ::- I : | : ._. . ; | ..- : Puﬁ} - ¢ I
il Hﬁnﬁ%‘?&\fi.&ﬁﬁ%n LT RN %

= o e
W B L':'!{Ei{-'.. -1tﬂ-;

-";‘i‘t@f i | LT !
A




146



WONDERFUL
FLAVOR
FILLED MY

SHE
FUSHED
CHEWED-UP

HUNGER
SWEPT
CWVER ME
ONCE AGAIN
AND L WAS
TORTURED
WITH THIRST.

I ASSUMED
SHE
WOULDNT
COME AGAIN.

I THOUGHT
I WAS




THAT TIME, SHE
POURED SOME
LUKEWARM
LIQUID INTO MY
MOUTH.

THAT
LIGUI,..

148



I OWE
HER MY
LIFE...

A

EUT
NOW IT'S
DISGUSTING

]

AMD...THIS
MEAT, IT
TASTED SO
INCREDIBLE
WHEN I wWAS
STARVING...

TS
STARTING
TO FEEL
CREEFIER
AND
CREEFIER.

AFTER THAT
TOO, SHE CAME
ALMOST EVERY

DAY AND FED
ME BLOOD OR
MEAT FROM
HER MOUTH.

BUT...EVEN NOW

THAT IVE BEEN

RESCUED, SHE
COMES AT NIGHT
TO FEED ME...

LIKE IT"'S
SOMETHING
L SHOULDN'T
BE EATING...

r ITIS?

149

I WONDER
WHAT KIND
OF MEAT @8

WOMAN FEEDING
YOU FROM HER
MOUTH IS KIND

‘ OF DISGUSTING.
T

—




SHIRD
MORISUCHT
HAS
TERRIFIED,
s I
DECIDED TO
STAY WITH







I-I MUST BE
DREAMINGZS




SHE'S NOT
COMING

SHE WAS
FEEDING

THOLEHT
L WAS
HER
CHICK,..

7

B
HH =
=
K.r

RESY cioy 1 waS LEFT

& AWEEK OR SO.

WHEN I WAS A

IN THE CORNER
OF A PARK FOR




I WANTED
TO ASH
You A FEW
GEUESTIONS
ABOUT
THAT
MEAT... THE
TRUTH

ARE You
WO

MORIGUCH|

AND KUME?

THEY'RE
BOTH
FROM

THE SAME

-« THE MEAT

EYEBALL ARE
OF HUMAN

AS A RESULT
OF DA
ANALYSIS,
WEWVE
DETERMINED
THAT. -«

AND THE

ORIGIN.

DETECTIVE
SUSEFECTED
Us, BUT ALL

WE COLILDY

DO WAS TELL

HiM WHAT

WE KNEW.

WE WERE
QLUESTIONED
FOR 4 LONG

TELL
ME ONE
MORE TIME
HCwW FoL
CAME INTO
FPOSSESS|ON
OF THIS
MEAT.
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AND THEY M
NEVER FOLIND THE ;g?;#—q

THE BoOY | — ]
THE FLESH =] aepee

TOO BAD  ARE YOU == MORIGUCHI
YOUDONT GONGTO || S FCR . E=F ‘congrats
LIVE HERE. LOOK For || EVERITHING ON YOUR

I COULD WORK BACK | [YOUE BO RECCVERY.

INTRODUCE [N TOKYO?

=




I §
e, T "-r'.:,: =
o

- . i
o %
O T R g o ‘
-‘J
T e
- = -
Bty b - 3

SO I GUESS
T WAS JUST
A BtAcCk KITE
OR AN EAGLE,
AFTER ALL.

A MONTH
LATER, I GOT
A FPOSTCARD
FROM SHIRO
MORISUCHI—

MHE HAaD FOUND
A NEW JOB.
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A FEW YEARS
LATER, SHIRO

MORIGUCHI"S
CORFPSE WAS
DISCOVERED...
P
N A
FROZEN
HOLLOW
ON THE sy
SLIMMIT >
OF MOUNT i
FLIL.
e e -
bl ST 4| sHIRo's
P , POSSES-
FElES= SIONS
(“G ke coE
FoLIND
AND DNA NEAR THE
TESTING BODY...
CONFIRMED
IT wAS Bl
INDEED "
HIAM i

THEY SAY THAT
WHEN HE WAS
FOUND, A HUGE
SLACK BIRD WAS
FECKING AT THE
CORPSE, BUT THE
TRLUTH OF THAT IS

UNCONFIRMED.




-
r‘:_\ e < APPARENTLY, BUT CERTAIN
St THE DNA FACTS LEAKED
ey FROM THE By THE BQOLICE
: MEAT THE TO THE MEDIA IN
o WOMAN HAD THE AFTERMATH
b FED SHIRO A
L FEW YEARS
EARLIER. ..
= iy'r
e PHAS A4 e gt Frgar ] ‘“'""P‘ii:;
FERFECT .
MATCH FORe
SHIROS
N DINA.
WAT FOLLOW'S

ARE THE FINAL
SECTIONS OF
THE JOURMNAL
FOUND AMONG

SHIRCO'S

POSSESSIONS.

BT
o

FLESH.

R

:35'::':':::55:*5:'égc.i::i‘;:'?-.’:;i? ekl

-

o : e e T S e
e

Rl o~ “SHE GOT

“AUGLUST &. ey
THAT WoMaN [

SHOWED | ——
Upii I B
THOUGHT = .
SHE B

WOULDN'T, A
AND YET... |




*TVE
DECIDED
TOFLEE |

OVERSEASII¥ ||

“IF I DON'T
ESCAPE,
SHE'LL KILL
B N ME!! BUT
o WHERE CAN

- o I co=!




*SHE RIFFED
THE FLESH
OF My LEFT
THIEH WITH
HER SHARP
TEETHMH I el T
CAN'T WALK | =
ANYMORE..." [ 7 ' > “ALGLUST 10,
AAH, I NEED
HELP!! THAT
MONSTER'S
CAFTURED ME
AND BROUGHT
ME LUPTO 4
CRATER ON
MOLINT FLII !

TALSUST 711,
IT'S S0
coLn, I

TEARS CFF
AND EATS
A BIT OF
My FLESH




EﬂMﬁ
EHW__....W_H....
HSHU!EH
WOy
W nox
IW@MEFT

133

BACK IN TIME
TQ BRING
HiM HIS CwWN

161
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nhy

‘*'MET [
HAD A VERY
UNFPLEASANT

TASTE...




Y |






THOSE N

WITH THEIR Eg mﬂé
A%?fﬁ;w THAT MAcaAM/
NANAKUSE'S NAMAKLISE |S
NOVELS A BRILLIANT

SELECT THEIR MNOVELIST.

I'M ONE OF
HER FANS.

M MAME'S
Foy O L)

MAMNARKTISE LLATRIL X
BELONSS THERE'S NOT
JUST TO A SINGLE
ME. NANAKUSE
DRINKING
FAN AROQUND. HABITS,
STICKY
FINGERS,
ITCHING
FOR A MAN,
CLEANLINESS
AND AMANY
MORE.




IF I WASN'T 1 IT'S NOT JUST
SO OESESSED AFTER I ﬂ'ﬁ?’:ﬁﬁu‘rﬁfﬁg
HITH MAcaM) =READ ONE OF
NANAKUSE, I'D HER BOOKS GOT ITS LITTLE
HAVE A MORE I TALK AND GUf-‘EiE"TgE
WHOL ESOME ACT LiKE HES CHARACTE
ADOLESCENCE. CHARACTERS THEMSELVES
FOEe A WHILE,

| INSEIRED ¥
NAMAKUSE,
T'M TRYING
HOW DJD 7O BE A
£ MAGAM!
: NANAKUSE
\ S0 u‘gﬂﬂ- —
Ll =LY
' v =
s r.,"::l “1.1 - TN
k] ) p — MY LIFE
f J‘ r.’-"ﬁl- s LPSIDE
'_ ;;,?z’ Uﬁ M DOWNZ!
i
— - _"'. i
- I SENT A
. FAN LETTER
- - AND SHE
& ANSWERED

SERICUSLY
i




AND NO

ONE KNEW
THAT I
WAS GOING
TO MEET
NANAKUSE.

TAKE THAT!

WEIRD THAT
SHE LIVES
FAR UFP IN THE
MOLUNTAINS
THOLASH.

SOME-

ONE’S TO

MEET ME,
BUT: .

“{[[ooca Rt e

frirrpeaia) flagaibidif




ok ‘:‘-\."' e n :-\." e
e SR e
o

i : %A

YOLU ENTER IT.

=
EE Jamb= A KUSECHI s
HEE f" i YOU SEE, IS A -E:%L,:-?EHAIE
E DISASTER TO THIS
N FALLS WHEN KUISECHS.

HUH...
“HUEE-(:HI""

1710



HOT TC BE
RUDE, BUT
ARE ¥OU
MAMAKLISE
SENSEI'S
MOTHER?

:' .I.: :I-tllrl .‘I E 2 v ¥ III . F .I
L, oty |
i oy I:'I‘l!f.'u" I_-




=

R




ALL THE
WAY TO A
KUSECHI.

TETETEY

B

LT
=,

THOUGHT LD
GET TO MEET
YOou. IT'S A

DREAMS
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OH...OHHH/ \
UM, YES, I'M
KOKETSU.
THANK ¥YOU
SO MUCH FCOR
INVITING ME.




= /{E )

'L ':"’- rars [ I KNEW THE
: 2 ,_‘_‘ —. ; A . MGMEMT T

W | -/ \, READ YOUR
|I;- S I : I.

o
e e
wm e,
L
" A
[ e
R
e e
;I
4
'y Ao
o) =

bt i

——
-




SOODNESSS
YOUNVE WET
YOURSELF. WE
CALL THAT BAD
BATHROOM
HABITS! f\{

TN ey

i

FOR ME, 4 /(1IN '- s
CLEANLINESS % /[ VNI

IS AN '
OBSESSION!




@%‘f‘g}ﬂﬂ%@:ﬂ i,

' ...'F""}I' M m. | [ | | SHOULDERS. E:" 4\\

! 5 ..'-"-J-r '.
p,ﬁ

—5 — '_ : '.‘:._!i::;'\., AR ﬂ N \
W - l\, “Ht;p,‘:..:- W | =
; Ilu-....dl'fi'}'-. i’.'h b e 7
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SRR
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.
e 1

A
o .
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B

4

N
A

'hi.-

IN THIS RCOM
ONLY THE
QUIRKIEST
ALCOHOL FROM
‘;{r‘ ALL FLACES
1

' : '*-3'1_7, > AND TIMES.




.rv%u- L '\-:.I t
e L Reee—p i L l
DRINK IT [ P gl
IF You L
CAN.
g — I
T ‘ . THIS
ONES
| FAIRLY
| e GUIRKY.
] ABSINTHE.

SEEF YOU
FPROLLY




THIS IS
NIMETY
ALCOHOL,

YOU INOWY!

II||III |I|I ||I -'III'II -

s

SIMME
fr

L LIKE

HE}"r M H—uE'DE"'E

mh,, SENSEL..YOUR NCOVEL
¥ FORTY-EIGHT AGAINST
SEVEN; RIGHT?

7
k_&’ﬁ: 5
.

I

2

/ .

I

DRESSING HABIT,
E.L.T E_E C.L !
YOU’RE A MAN,

R AFTER ALLY/

w7
SENSEI, EAD IT,
WHADDYA THOLGHT,
THINKF THOUGHT,
I'MATIC RSC
FAKER? TH Tice
WIH T,
YOU KN
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Do You
SEEF AMIL
A PERSON

WITH TICS?!

A LR L

THEHN [T'S

ALL BOOD. S0 ¥OUu
AND I°M = LONG <
SAYING ALL O Yo WIS e
THIS STUFF, RECOGHIZE

EUT I TDTﬁ.LL‘.I" ME AS A TIC
RECOGNIZE HAVER.
YOU AS ONE

TOO, ¥ou

KNCW,

HEY,
HEGISHI.




......

ALSO,
SENSEL
TONIGHT
e : YOU HAVE
k. THE SOIREE

UNEXPECTED
FPROMISE.
THROW HER IN
THE DUNGEOMN.

= YOU JUST
(] WAIT. THIS
=] 1S THE FINAL

SENSEI,
YOU SHOW
YOUR

WONDERFUL
HABIT WITH
FAFER
ONCE
AGAIN.

———
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N
AND I MUST
SAY, WITH
TONIGHT*S
SOIREE YOU
REALLY ARE
LOWED N

THIS AREA,
AREN'T

IT MAKES ALL OF
UsS TRULY PROUD
THAT SOMEONE
AS FAMDUS AS
YOURSELF...

{R%



WELL

QUITE THE

¢ IT IS

WHAT IT COMES
COWNTO IS T
HEARD THAT
THIS AREA WAS
A KUSECHI, SO
I MOVED HERE.

SUCH AS IT
USED TO BE
AN EXECUTION
SITE OR A DEN
OF HEATHENS.

-/ THAT IS TRUE.
THERE ARE SO
MANY STORIES

WHEN IT
COMES
RIGHT
COMWM TO
IT, THE SO-
CALLED
KUSECHI

THAT 1S

CORRECT.

| %_ % -7 ABSOLUTELY
r =N
L i

WHUK wHuc wHUK

WHUK WHU

e
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ETOC,
5 IN A

a..t.....
-b_.m..m.n..._".......". =

WHEN T

ZAM

I W4
LET ME
QUUUUUT/

DILINSGEON.

SR R
S, e

LET ME
ouUT OF
HEEERE//

5
IZED

ONCE MY
EYES SOT
USED TO THE

DARKNES
I REAL
THAT I
HWasSNT THE
ONLY ONE
LOCKED UP




THEY WERE
ALL MOVING

REFETITIVEL

86

¥,
i



UNFORTUNATELY,
THERE'S NOT
ONE RIGHT
NOW WHO
LIVES UP TO MY

EXPECTATIONS. |
il
£

L4 I'-. 44 I||| |
THEY JUST W74 ek
DISPLAY THE et b
MOST RUN- it d 4%
OF-THE-miLL  fi\ih WA

THIS LOT IN
HERE, THEY"VE
ALL DEVELOFPED
TICS AND
TWITCHES FROM
THE STRESS OF
CONFINEMENT...
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I DON'T

UNDERSTAMD

WHAT YOLU'RE
TALKING
ABOUTS

HIGH HOPES
FOR YOU...
THAT A
UNIGUE TIC,
SOMETHING
NO OMNE’'S
EVER SEEM
BEFORE,
WILL REVEAL

ITSELF.

BUT ¥YOU, HOWEVER,
HAVE A FAIR BIT OF
FROMISE. PERHAFS
A SPECIAL ABILITY
WILL BLOSSOM
WHILE YOU'RE
IMPRISONED.

I‘“LL SET MY
| INSFIRATION
FROM YOUR

SPECIAL

IN MY
GREATEST
MASTER-

PIECE//

Youll BE
ABLE TO LIVE
ON FOREVER
IM M¥ NOVEL/S




HEEEEERE/

LET ME
QUT OF

L7LL
KILL
YOu!

b 0

iz

i =t ?zf‘z'xfrj_*
s
B
T

Pee=—}
g

¥
i
= F‘ﬁ -'. :

I"""._._H_,.. .=
L

i
f
LY
e
|

SET AWAY
WITH
THIS! YOouU
FPERVERTED

184






YOU CANTT
MAKE
SOME

BIZARRE
TIC

E-BUT IT'S
WEIRD.

HAPFEHNING IN
MY BODY...

SOMETHING 'S

IT'S LIKE...
I FEEL
LIKE IT'S
STIFFENING

194




WS 7
gel
Vw \
Y oo
nzZg
FUGE
Eamm
5 FI

L KNOW.
LI'VE BEEM
WATCHING HER
THIS WHOLE
TIME ON THE

MONITOR.

s
ABOUT

SUPPOSE

TIME T

WENT AMD
CHECKED

P




SHE
HASN'T
E"ﬂ"EM 4 A ol

TWITCHED. |j

SHE‘S BEEN
IN THAT
POSITION FOR
THREE WHOLE
DAYS NOW/







O-OF

COURSE!

I GET ITS
WHAT

COMPLETELY

FROZIEN HER
ENTIRE BODY
SOLID...

IT COMES
DOWHN TO IS
THAT L HAVE TO
DECLARE THIS
THE ULTIMATE
TIC!!




OANCE MaASaml!
MANAKLISE HAD
ACCEFTED THE
SHEIRIT OF HER

MUSE,..AND

WRITTEN HER
MASTERFIECE,
LLTIMATE TIC...

! IVE GOT MY
HEEEEE! INSPIRATIONS <=5

W v

cee SHE HAD /:H

USE For
ME...

T

=W =i 22 --

S
MAGAM| NANAKUSE/END 196
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I'm

RESIGNING,

SR, T CAN NO
LONGER TAKE
CARE OF HER/

WHAT
SHOULD I
O AFTER
THIHISZS

SHOULD I EAT
SUPFPERT OR
SHOULD I GET
IN THE BATH?Z

SHOULD

I START W
WASHING AT

MY ARMS?

SHOULD

I START

AT MY

IS IT
SOo0D
TO SMILE
NI
OO0
TO GET
ANGRY™
L=
T CRYT

BLINKZ

SHOULD I
BE AWAKET

CaM I g

DAY
STAM

SHOULD I

SLEEFP?

JUICER
AFFLE
JUICER
GRAFE
JUICE?

WHICH ONE

SHOoOULD I
DRINKET

SHOLULD
L wal ke

IS IT

TO
o




YOUR HELP-

MY NAME [f2 il -,.___\

IS MITSU o N
5
ﬁ - 5

1494



IF SOMECNE AS YOU DO You
DOESN'T i UNDERSTAND
[}
e HE, MAYUMI CAN‘T
DECIDE WHAT
INSTRUCTION, e O o
SHE HERSELF...

FANICS...

NONE OF

THEM COULD HOWEVER,
ENDURE NOMNE OF THE
MAYUMI'S ATTENDANTS

BARRAGE OF I'VE HIRED

GUESTIONS. UF TO NOW
THEY ALL HAS LASTED

VERY LONG.

.......

AT ANY HER MOTHER I TRIED A
RATE... DIED WHEN ROTATING
FLEASE SHE WAS SYSTEM OF
COME AND YOUNG, SO HELFERS,
MEET MY FOR MAYLIMI,
CAUSGHTER TRUSTING
; PEOPLE IS

CRITICAL.

SHE NEEDS
T2 HAVE
THE SOLID




SHOULD I
DOOOOOO!

| ~.‘ l» .

=\
N\ f-—"fj 4 AATY

ey 4

o &

Z

r

/ 7
/ 5 MayuMmI

e
r

YOU SEE HOW [T |
pogesend || emona 33 o

T REALIZE THIS =i M
FLOOR? ON
MY KNEESZ! s

Hosp T
rf ’ |Eﬂ 'E.i;\ 3

LEGGED?/




[

THE BED?
HOW?T ON
MY KNEEST/
CROSS-
LEGGSED?/
HOLDING MY
KNEES?/S

MAYLIMI. ..
BED COWER

; NO...JUST
Yy LOWER YOUR
; BLM ONTOD
THE BED...AS
¥YOouU wouLD




OH RIGHT...
OKAY, WE'LL
GO FOR A
WALK IN THE

I

AR NViGHT, SHE
W STAYED

-« STAYED
BY
MAXLMI'S
SIDE AND
SAVE HER
INSTRUC-
TIONS...

BUT THANKS TO
YOU, MAYUMI HAD A
STABLE DAY...COULD
L ASK YOU TO KEEFP
COMING, STARTING
TOMORROW?

203

MS. UCHIDA,
I“M SORREY
FOR
THROWING YOuU
INTC IT ON




%#f'-‘f R i
LT ot L B 24l

T
:.
i
Il

WONDERFLUL
THAT YOU
FOUND
SOMEONE 2
GOOD, SIR. A

TIME BEING,
MAYLUMI'S
MENTAL STATE
IS ENTIRELY

LOOKING AT THE
SURVEILLANCE
FOOTAGE FROM
THE CAMERAS N
THE HOUSE, SHE
NEVER MEGLECTS
HER DUTIES.

IT‘S BEENM
A MONTH...
SHE'S THE
FIRST TO
HAVE EVER
STAYED THIS




MITSU MAYLUIMI 1S IT'S TRUE SHE

UCHIDA'S GEOING OUT HAS REALLY
JEEE \HFJEDE"TE AND GOING DONE A OREAT
ilay SHOPFING OR JOB THIS

HaviME DINNER
ABLE TO WITHOUT ANY
ACCOMPLISH FROBLEMS...

THAT.

||r -||I. -.T--‘“t‘_'.

bl

{l

| |

CONVERSELY, Ymmme OF COURSE,
THEEE'E _ MITSU IS THANKS TO
T r CONSTANTLY HER, MAYUMI
it ATTEMNDING CAM DO THE
ABOUT HER THE THINGS SHE
e WHOLE COULDN'T
TIME... oo BY
HERSELF.
-t{‘_ -.--:.,:!
. SHE %
MUST BE
INCREDIBLY
MENTALLY
STRONG TO
BE ABLE TO L 3
SUSTAIN THIS f=__ =¥
EXTREMELY [
DIFFICULT
WORK. e
——1
|
AND WE
DON'T REALLY BEING ABLE
KMNOW THAT TO PUT
MUCH ABOUT UP WITH
HER TO MaYUMI'S
BEGIN WITH, ABNOERMAL
DISPOSITION

aes N A
CERTAIM
SENSE, LY

ITSELF AN Py

ABMORMAL- \

ITY.




SHE
CONTINUALL Y
GAVE
INSTRLICTIONS
WITHOUT A
BREAK FOR
THE SIXTEEN |

OR 50 HOURS
MAYLAM A S

THERE WAS
INDEED
SOMETHING

SHE STAGGERED

HOME IN THE
- AT SL MIDDLE QF THE
DREW EVEN NIGHT.

CLOSER TOQ

MAYUMI'S EAR
TO GIVE HER ﬁ-
EVER MORE
DETAILED

ALTHOUGSGH

INSTRUCTIONS. 4 SHE HAD :
BEEN GOING Il
LIKE THIS W

FORr MORE

| e L
Iy

N 3 ,
| |

-




l--.||I

- NO, MITSU ALL RIGHT
KEES THIS YOU'RE ' THEN, I‘LL
UP. Yol EXHAUSTED... COME AGAIN
puﬁ.»f }'DLI.;'.E TAKE TOMORROW

TOMORROW
HEALTH. MORNING AT

IS THAT YOUR
S0O7 WELL, ESSENTIAL
FLEASE SELF...7
DONT PUSH

YOURSELF

I FEEL LIKE THIS
WORK IS BRINGING
ME BACK TO MY
ESSENTIAL SELF...
THROUGH YOUR
DAUGHTER'S
HAPFINESS, L ALSO
FIND HAFPFINESS...

NOL..IT'S
NOTHING...

200

N

*L(f/)“}

SOMETIMES,
YOUu SEEM TO
GET THESE
BRUISES ON
YOUR FACE.
IS ANYTHING

TS

L

X
-
= Ef—a
d ’ -
~ : 43
s

i




OH IT'S = :
You? =
COME

M. s T

SiH.

HOW HAS
MITSU BEEN
RECENTLY?

— —

FROBABLY &=
TAKING A

ff.r “
W

10 THE POINT JHTHE LheT
WHERE I GET T HER WOk *
A SLIGHT Ty HAS REALLY
WHAT CHILL SEEING | | EXCEEDED THAT
DO YOUu “i. HER THERE. OF A NORMAL
MEANZT B - PERSON.




THATS RIGHT...THE
CETAILED CHOICES
OF EVERYDAY LIFE...
FOR INSTAMCE,
WHETHER TO PUT
JAM ON YOUR BREAD
AT BREAKFAST OF

EXHAUSTED AS
SHE 1S, MITSU
CARRIES OUT
HER DUTIES
PERFECTLY...

LSy
TO PUT TWO  Fod
FLOWERS FROM (3ol
THE GARDEN IN |

THE VASE OR e

THEEE...
IN OTHER
EETUELFE" WORDS, IT"S SHE WORKS
BRINGS A FRAME OF TO ADD THE
HER GOOD MIND. 1S RESULTS OF
THAT IT2 ESULTS O
CHOICES TO

“AND THE TRUTH SR8

IS; THE WALKING FOR INSTANCE,

ROUTE THE LoDk, THAT TRUCK
SIRLS USUALLY ACCIDENT THE
TAKE WOLULD OTHER DAY...MANY

OF THE FEQFLE
ON THE SIDEWAL K
WERE KILLED OR
INJURED...

HAVE BROUGHT
THEM TO THAT

THAT DAY, MITSL
HAFFPENED TO
CHAMNGE THEIR
ROUTE AND SO
THEY ESCAPED

WITHOUT

INCIDENT.




YOU DOMTT
SEEM TO
BELIEVE
ME? ...BUT
HONESTLY,
IF ¥Ou saw
MITSL NOW....

FOR BOTH TN

FATHER I REALLY
AND SHOOK
DAUGHTER, LH-:E A

MITSU IS 4

AP om, mayum RS i
YowrRE W
b BACK? YES, |
OF course, / |

COME IN. izt

8

IR » 5 "4'
| {@m

o £ 1 j :!":I A
~E \ P B '!
7 1

i 'i'|"ff'*

r_l.,""”

-

TELEE o)
[

FEE

SRR TR

S







BLOOMING
ON THE
SICE OF THE
ROAD, SO T
FICKED ¥YOLU

i F i
] DaDDY,
E*:-- HERE..




THE RESULTS
OF THE
INVESTIGATION
INTO MITSU
UCHIDA HAVE
COME FROM

HIS HAME IS
RYOICHI ASA.
HE'S LUNEMPLOYED
AMD SIMPFLY LIES Mgﬁglﬁgﬁé?ﬁ
ARCSUND MITSU'S BUT sHE
APARTMENT... A EMTL
AFPFPARENTLY
IKEFT MANM, IN LIWVES WITH A
MAM. . -

OTHER WORDS.

AGA IS GIUITE

THE PLAYBOY,
MITSU DOES uﬂarﬁs
ANYTHING AGA MONEY FROM
SAYS, AND HE = 4= ____\ MITSU FOR HIS
BEATS HER Sl v ENTERTAINMENT
EXPENSES.

BASICALLY

EVERY DAY.  J& P~/ o " .
g : i, -_ = : ' _..-._._- g |1|.I1'“| -

EVERYTHING
SHE DOES

HE SEEMS TO
SPEMND PRETTY
MUCH ALL OF
THE MONEY
MITSU EARNS.




" HE’S THE ONE

MITSU WHO CAME
WORKING LIKE ACROSS THE
SHE’S BEING AD FOR AN

FORCED ATTENDANT
TO RUN IS FOR YOUR
BECAUSE OF

HIM, 1S IT?

IT'S A STRANGE
THING...THIS
WOMAN WHO
GIVES MAYUMI

SUCH WISE

AND ACCURATE

INSTRUCTIONS...

AFTER AT ANY
ALL, YOUR RATE, SIR...
CAUGHTER'S THIS ISN‘T
ATTENDANT IS A PROBLEM

SIMPLY

IGNORE.

BUT WE CANT DD
ANYTHING ABOQUT
HER FRIVATE
LIFE...AND...

L FOU COULD SAY
THAT MITSU'S BEEN
ABLE TO WORK WITH
SUCH FOCUs UP TO

HOW BECALUISE OF

THIS MAN, AGA.
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SHOULD
LEAVE THE
SITUATION

ALONE FOR
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SAKE.

YOU THINK
SOMEDAY
I‘LL BE
ABLE TO
LWNE BY
MYsSELF?

MITSU?
CAN I ASK?
SHOULD I
NOT ASK?
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IF YOU'RE
LOOCKING FOR
MITSL, SHE'S
RIGHT HERE.
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GHOST
REALLY WAS
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T Was A
DELLISION
OF Marumli’'s
THAT Mirsy
WAS STILL

M, SANTO
FELT LiE HE
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RIGHT
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MITSU DID...

SHE TOLD I'ff: "‘E ..

BN WHISPE
B, SR % ...,‘-..'lt:-.;& ::'L-..







AFTERWORD

SO THIS IS MY FIRST CCLLECTION OF HORROR STORIES
IN EIGHT YEARS. EVER SINCE I PUT OUT SHIN yYAM! NO KOE
KAIDAN IN 2006.

DURING THOSE EIGHT YEARS, I WAS DOING PLENTY OF
WORK ON ILLUSTRATIONS AND MANGA ABOUT CATS OR
ABOUT SOCIETY, BUT EVEN TAKING THAT INTO ACCOUNT,
THE TIME SEEMS TOO EMPTY SOMEHOW. WHAT ON EARTH
WAS I DOING ALL THAT TIME?Z WELL, T DO REMEMBER A
BUNCH OF THINGS —LIKE SOME REALLY DETAILED WORK
AND A BUSY PRIVATE LIFE—BUT EVEN STILL, EIGHT YEARSZ/
IT IS TRUE THAT I‘M NOT AS STRONG AS T USED TO BE
AND I COULDN'T WORK ANY FASTER THAN I WAS, BUT L
FEEL LIKE T WASTED A WHOLE LOT OF TIME. DURING THIS
PERIOD, MR. TOSHIYASLU HARADA, MY EDITOR, A MAN WHO
HAD BEEN SO GOOD TO ME FOR SO MANY YEARS AT ASAHI
SONORAMA,; PASSED AWAY. T HAD WANTED TO WORK WITH
MR. HARADA AGAIN, SO WHEN HE PASSED AWAY, HE LEFT A
GAPING HOLE IN MY HEART. OH, AND A FEW HOURS AFTER
MR. HARADA LEFT US, OUR CAT YONSUKE ALSO DIED (THE
MODEL FOR THE MONSTER CAT YON THAT SHOWS UFP

IN MY CAT MANGA). IT MIGHT BE A COINCIDENCE, BUT L
EXPERIENCED IT AS A MYSTERIOUS SORT OF CONNECTION.

AND SO, A COLLECTION OF HORROR STORIES AFTER
EIGHT YEARS. WHEN HE SAW MY FIRST STORYBOARD FOR
THE FIRST STORY, “"FUTON,” MY EDITOR MR. YOSHIDA GOT
WORRIED AND CALLED ME. HE FELT THAT MY INSTINCTS
FOR HORROR HADN‘T RETURNED. I DON'T KNOW IF IT WAS
BECAUSE I HADN‘T DRAWN HORROR IN SUCH A LONG TIME,
BUT IT WAS INDEED A SUB-FAR STORYBOARD. I REDID THE
WHOLE THING, BUT IT STILL DIDN‘T QUITE COME TOGETHER
FOR ME; IT WAS A RELUCTANT START TO MY FIRST HORROR
SERIALIZATION IN SOME TIME. L WENT ON TO DRAW SIX
MORE STORIES AFTER THAT, SO MAYBE IN THE END MY
HORROR INSTINCTS HAVE RETURNED...Z

AT ANY RATE, I'M VERY HAFPPY TO HAVE THIS COLLECTION
PUBLISHED. I WANT TO OFFER MY SINCEREST GRATITUDE
TO EVERYONE IN THE NEMUK/+ EDITORIAL DIVISION WHO GAVE
ME THIS OFPPORTUNITY, STARTING WITH MY EDITORS MIKIO
YOSHIDA AND MAKIKO HARA, AND TO KEISUKE MINOHARA OF
ROCKET BOMB WHO DID THE COVER DESIGN.

JUNJI ITO
APRIL 30, 2014
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