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RIBOUD
BELLONE 194

COSTE THEY SAY THE TIP OF A
FENCER'S BLADE IS THE
FASTEST THING AT THE
OLYMPICS, OTHER THAN
THE MARKSMAN'S
BULLET.

WATCHING FROM THE
SIDELINES, IT JUST
LOOKS LIKE A BLUR.

THAT'S HOW QUICKLY YOU
CAN WIN OR LOSE.

EGIONAL CIRCU
2018 SEASON

CONNECTICUT )/
1
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EPEE COACH
(part time)
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WHERE'S YOUR
COACH?

HERE IT
I5. NICHOLAS
CO¥, UNDER-165
INDIVIDUAL
EPEE--

--YOU'RE
UP AGAINST SEIJI
KATAYAMA IN YOUR
FIRST ELIMINATION
ROUND?




YOU LIKE SHORT
TOURNAMENTS?

HOW CAN
WEAPONS CHECK
TAKE TWO HOURS? ALL
THE MORNING BOUTS
ARE RUNNING BEHIND.

1 HEARD THAT AT =T KYLE, WE ALL ALREADY KNOW
O WORLDS, THEY DO - =|=l=[=[LTT- YOUR COUSIN COMPETED
WEAPONS CHECK THE / t AT WORLDS.
NIGHT BEFORE, IN v
|| THE HOTEL. IINS ” i
) . i e = J.A D
= i
—
e = el
/ —
/
"My COUSIN
SAYS THAT AT
WORLDS..."
"DID I EVER
TELL YOU ABOUT
THE TIME AT
B > | WORLDS..."
— [ ___—==) I'M JUST SRYING | [__—] HEY, KYLE,
\ TALENT RUNS IN RAHUL. CHECK
MY FAMILY. OUé'UTYHﬂT

DO 0 \ no HO




HEH. THERE'S
ALWAYS SOMEONE
FROM A CRAPPY LOCAL
CLUB WHO TURNS UP THINKING
THEY CAN WIN A TOURNAMENT.

| IT'S A ROOM FULL OF
|| RIVALS, LOOKING FOR
WEAKNESS.

V. —
ALL THE ROUNDS ARE SUDDEN

DEATH ROUNDS. ONE LOSS
AND YOU'RE OUT.

T y T
IT'S NOT LIKE FENCING
BACK HOME.
4

BUT I KNOW
ONE THING.

MY FIRST MEET. DISTRICT
ONE, INDIVIDUAL EPEE.

THEY DON'T KNOW ME, AND
I DON'T KNOW THEM.

THOSE SHOES
LOOK LIKE THEY
CAME FROM
GOODWILL.




THEY'RE 600D
ENOUGH TO
BEAT YOU.

LEAVE IT. HE'S NOT
MAKING IT PAST FIRST
ROUND. HE'S THE
ONE FENCING

SENI.

YOU'RE
FENCING
SEDI?

YOU'RE
ALREADY
DEAD.

METAPHORICALLY.
PROBABLY.

0 ‘UO

WHAT'S
SO 600D
ABOUT THIS

SELI Uy,
ANYWAY?

YOU DON'T OH MY BOD,
KNOW WHO IT'S REALLY
SEII ISP HIM. IT'S--
SHUT UP, HE'S
\_ COMING! / )=




SELJI
KATAYAMA.
HE WAS A FINALIST
AT THE JUNIOR

EUROPEAN
CHAMPIONSHIPS.

HE SPENT

A FEW MONTHS
AGO.

LAST YEAR IN FRANCE,
BUT HE CAME BACK

HE
HASN'T LOST
A MATCH THIS

YEAR.

BN aT's SELII KATAYAMA
DOING AT A REGIONAL

LIVING OVERSEAS, EVEN
HE'D HAVE TO START HERE TO
RE-QUALIFY FOR NATIONALS.

I HEARD EXTON
OFFERED HIM A
SCHOLARSHIP.

TOURNAMENT?

IF HE'S BEEN

NO WAY,
THAT'S THE STATE'S
TOP FENCING SCHOOL!
THEY'RE ALREADY UNBEATABLE!

IF YOU'RE NOT
WETTING YOURSELF 5

ALREADY, YOU
SHOULD

\




EVERYONE SAYS
YOU'RE THE BEST,
BUT I'M HERE TO
DO MY BEST AS
WELL.

I'M GOING

£ B[ 1O BeaT voU,

FIFTEEN-




THAT FLECHE--




YOU LIKE THE | o\
SWORD AND
JACKET?

IT WAS SO FAST.
FASTER THAN
COACH JOE.

X

H I DIDNT
EVEN SEE IT
COMING.

THAT AIN'T
ENOUGH,
KID.

I THOUGHT, MAYBE I COULD
HELP OUT AROUND THE
PLACE, IN EXCHANGE
FOR LESSONS.

YOU
WANT FREE
LESSONS?

I WORK HARD. == I DON'T

I COULD CLEAN THE GIVE FREE
GRAFFITI, PATCH UP LESSONS.
THAT WALL--




I THOUGHT

YOU DIDN'T
MY FATHER
WAS A KNOW YOUR

FENCER.

WHY'
YOU EVEN LIKE
FENCING THAT
MUCH?

JUST SOME
ANONYMOUS GUY
WHO DITCHED YOUR
MOM, RIGHT?




MY LIFE BACK THEN
WAS NORMAL.

|| AND THE REST
OF THE TIME...

MISSED

LET'S START WITH ¥/
THE BASIC APART, HEELS AT NINETY
STANCE. DEGREES. KNEES BENT,
YOUR WEIGHT SHOULD BE
EVENLY SPREAD ACROSS
YOUR FRONT AND
BACK LEGS.

HOLD

THE EPEE WITH

YOUR THUMB
AT ELEVEN
O'CLOCK.




j:SALSA WINTEH SEATT=S

NOT SUCH
A TIGHT GRIP! HOLD IT
LIKE A BIRD. YOU DON'T
WANT IT TO FLY AWAY.
BUT DON'T KILL IT
EITHER.

RELAX YOUR
UPPER BODY. IF YOU
TENSE YOUR SHOULDER
LIKE THAT BEFORE YOU
ATTACK, I'LL SEE IT
COMING.

NOW

N
{ DISENGAGE
\L AND LUNGE,
~ LUNGE--
© = YES!
S
3

LISTEN  IF YOU WON ONE " ...60T NOTICED
KID, YOU'VE OF THE LOCAL BY ONE OF THE 4 P Tc,‘éh’oﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁpw,iﬂé‘
GOT REAL TOURNAMENTS... HIGH SCHOOL 4 \ a GET SOME REAL

COACHING.

POTENTIAL. /O _\ VARSITY
COACHES...

BETTER
THAN I CAN
GIVE YOU.

REGISTRATION
FEE IS $657!




REMINDS ME OF
SOMEONE.

(/" SOMEONE
[ GETTING THEIR
|\ ASS KICKED. A

LOOK AT THE
SCORE. LOOK

THERE!
HE'S OPEN IN
FOURTH!




YOU HARDLY EVER

SEE SOMEONE HIS

OWN AGE RATTLE
SEII LIKE THAT.

THE ROOKIE'S A
SOUTHPAW. EVEN SEIJI
WOULDN'T HAVE THAT

MUCH EXPERIENCE

AGAINST A LEFT

HANDER.

THAT ROOKIE
ALMOST 60T A
TOUCH.

THE SCORE
DOESN'T
MATTER.




FENCING IS A SPORT
OF CHAMPIONS.

THE SCORE
DOESN'T
MEAN HE'S
WON.

AND SOMETIMES...




... YOU'RE JUST A STEPPING STONE ON
SOMEONE ELSE'S RISE TO SUCCESS.




I'M JusT u
GLAD HE'S NOT IN
MY BRACKET.

3,

%
2

FIFTEEN-ZERO.
INCREDIBLE.
SEII'S
UNTOUCHABLE,
1
)
HE TOTALLY
HUMILIATED THAT
OTHER GUY. YOu
WHAT WAS HIS WANNA SURE!
NAME? GET TACOS
WHO WHEN WE'RE
CARES. DONE?

EXCELLENT

OF COURSE, THE
CALIBRE OF FENCING
WILL BE HIGHER WHEN
YOU START NEXT YEAR
AT EXTON--

HEY, YOU!
SEIJI OR
WHATEVER--

ARE YOU JUST
GOING TO
IGNORE
ME?

WHAT DO
YOU WANT,
ZERO?




YOU MAY BE
UNTOUCHABLE, BUT I'M
GOING TO BE THE ONE
WHO BREAKS THROUGH
YOUR GUARD.

I'M GOING
TO BEAT YOU, AND
YOU'RE GOING TO
KNOW WHAT IT FEELS
LIKE TO LOSE OUT
THERE IN FRONT OF
EVERYONE.

EVERYONE
SAYS THAT.

UNDER 14s.

DIDN'T
YOU SAY IT TO
HIM LAST TIME
HE FENCED
You?

I SAID IT AT THE

LIKE EIGHT
TIMES.

I DON'T
LOOK BACK
AT GUYS
WHO'VE
LOST.

BEAT ME AT
YOUR SKILL
LEVEL?










KINGS ROW ISN'T A TOP FENCING
SCHOOL, AND THEY'VE NEVER WON
A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP.

BUT I DON'T
CARE ABOUT
ANY OF THAT.

YOU CAN
SEND FOR THE
REST OF YOUR
THINGS AFTER
YOUIﬁETTLE

I KNOW
THAT.

OH. WELL, ) OF
DON'T WORRY. WE TAKE COURSE, YOUR
ONE SCHOLARSHIP STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP IS
PER YEAR, SO YOU WON'T FEEL ~ DEPENDENT ON
OUT OF PLACE DUE TO YOUR YOUR MAKING
ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES. ‘ THE TEAM.

I'M HERE TO MAKE THE TEAM,
AND FENCE AGAINST EXTON.

HERE WE
ARE, ROOM
108.

YOUR
ROOMMATE'S

BECAUSE THERE'S

SOMEONE AT THAT TRYING OUT FOR THE
SCHOOL I NEED TEAM TOO, SO YOU'LL
TO BEAT. HAVE SOMETHING IN

COMMON.

T T




To Be (ontinued...
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HERO
OR VILLAIN?

BAD MASK

HERE BE DRAGONS!
THE DEEP

ICYMI: SLAM! THE NEXT JAM
THAT’S HOW WE ROLL

LSO THIS MONTH
\ GET TO KNOW BOOM! STUDIOS
GIANT DAYS 2017 SPECIAL

/. i /
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ROSS RICHIE CEO & Founder » MATT GAGNON Editor-in-Chief  FILIP SABLIK President of Publishing & Marketing « STEPHEN CHRISTY President of Development » LANCE KREITER VP of Licensing & Merchandising * PHIL BARBARO VP of Finance
ARUNE SINGH VP of Marketing « BRYCE CARLSON Managing Editor » MEL CAYLO Marketing Manager  SCOTT NEWMAN Production Design Manager » KATE HENNING Operations Manager « SIERRA HAHN Senior Editor « DAFNA PLEBAN Editor, Talent Development
SHANNON WATTERS Editor * ERIC HARBURN Editor = WHITNEY LEOPARD Editor « CAMERON CHITTOCK Editor * CHRIS ROSA Associate Editor » MATTHEW LEVINE Associale Editor e SOPHIE PHILIPS-ROBERTS Assistant Editor
AMANDA LAFRANCO Executive Assistant  KATALINA HOLLAND Editorial Administrative Assistant ¢ JILLIAN CRAB Production Designer « MICHELLE ANKLEY Production Designer « KARA LEOPARD Production Designer » MARIE KRUPINA Production Designer
GRACE PARK Production Design Assistant « CHELSEA ROBERTS Production Design Assistant « ELIZABETH LOUGHRIDGE Accounting Coordinator « STEPHANIE HOCUTT Social Media Coordinator » JOSE MEZA Event Coordinator « HOLLY AITCHISON Operations Coordinator
MEGAN CHRISTOPHER Operations Assistant « RODRIGO HERNANDEZ Mailroom Assistant « MORGAN PERRY Direct Market Representative  CAT 0’GRADY Marketing Assistant « LIZ ALMENDAREZ Accounting Administrative Assistant « CORNELIA TZANA Administrative Assistant



HERE BE DRAGONS! THE DEEP

TH E DEEP IS IN COMIC SHOPS NOVEMBER 22!

You've binged two seasons of The Deep on Netflix, now see where the
adventure began!

The Nektons are a daring aquanaut family traveling aboard their state-of-
the-art (and oh, so shiny) submarine, The Aronnax. When an earthquake off
the coast of Greenland leads to strange reports of monster sightings, William
and Kaiko Nekton, along with their kids, Fontaine and Ant (and of course,
Ant’s pet fish, Jeffrey), dive into the mystery!

NOW A HIT ANIMATED SERIES!

A VERY
BRITISH HOLIDAY

GIANT DAYS 2017 SPECIAL

Join Esther, Susan, and Daisy as they spend Christmas in a very “Love
Actually” London, designed for an American audience wherein all
the popular tourist destinations are all right next to each other, in
this tribute to the films of Richard Curtis. Featuring guest artist Jenn
St-Onge (Jem: The Misfits)!

GIANT DAYS 2017 SPECIAL #1

IS IN COMIC SHOPS NOVEMBER 22!!

ICYMI: SLAM! THE NEXT JAM

THAT’S HOW WE ROL

When life knocks you down, you have to pick yourself back up
again—and it’s no different in derby! Knockout is torn between
her family drama and her dedication to the derby life. Meanwhile,
(CanCan finally talks to Theo about his new role as a ref and how
she’s been feeling, stuck as a “derby widow” because of her injuries.

SLAM! THE NEXT JAM #3

IS IN COMIC SHOPS NOVEMBER 8!
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