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I DIDN'T THINK
I'D LIKE IT HERE.
I KNOW I ‘DON T

% 7
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"THE SALLE D'ARMES IS

AMAZING. THERE'S SO
MUCH EQUIPMENT.

BETTER
THAN ME.

I HAD A
MATCH TODAY. I
DIDN'T DO §O

GREAT.

{ 1 30ST WisH I
COULD FENCE
BETTER.

I KNOW
YOU DON'T CARE
ABOUT ANY
OF THIS.

I Just
DON'T HAVE
ANYONE ELSE

I CAN--




COACH!
UH--1 WAS
JUST--

NOT AT SCHOOL,
BUT LATER. WE MET
ON THE FENCING
CIRCUIT.

AH. YOU FOUND M IT'S GREAT
THE OLD PICTURES  TO SEE BOYS
OF ROBERT INTERESTED
COSTE. IN THE OLD
FENCERS.

HE WAS DEDICATED.
VERY FOCUSED ON
FENCING.

I WONDER HOW
MANY OF THESE
BOYS DREAMED
OF BEING AN I ALWAYS
OLYMPIAN? LOOK AT THESE
OLD FACES AND
1 THINK...




-HOW MANY OF - HIS SON IS
THEM ACHIEVED THE \ ) LIKE THAT
DREAMS THEY HAD TOO.
WHEN THEY WERE AT -

SCHOOL?

ROBERT
DID. HE WAS
DRIVEN. HE WANTED

TO FENCE EVEN WHEN IT
SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE.

"NICHOLAS. THE TEAM TRYOUTS
ARE TWENTY-FOUR MATCHES
LONé FROM PAST YEARS, T

CAN TELL YOU THAT IT IS VERY

RARE FOR A BOY TO 6O
THROUGH UNDEFEATED.

"ANY ONE OF YOU MIGHT
LOSE YOUR FIRST COUPLE
OF BOUTS, AND 60 ON
TO WIN ALL THE REST.

BROUGHT
SEII TO THE
SCHOOL TO

BEAT HIM,

"OR YOU MIGHT HIT A
WINNING STREAK EARLY, AND
THEN START TO LOGSE.

"MENTAL ENDURANCE
PLAYS A BIGGER ROLE
THAN EARLY WINS.”

BUT WINNING
1S WHAT MATTERS
IN THE END. TO MAKE
THE TEAM, WE HAVE
TO WIN.
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1 TOLD YOU
THAT YOU HAD 600D
INSTINCTS, WHILE YOUR

TECHNIQUE NEEDED
WORK.

BUT YOU DIDN'T
LOSE YOUR BOUT TODAY
BECAUSE OF POOR

&/
)
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TECHNIQUE.
- -~
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\ "WOU WERE WORRIED ABOUT
/ FAILING N THE EYES OF
Z SOMEONE ELSE.”
WHAT /
OTHERS THINK L
DOESN'T MATTER,
NICHOLAS.
=
\g -
/ i
—— y
"WHEN YOU FENCE,
DON'T THINK ABOUT / 2
THE OUTCOME OF
THE MATCH.

"DON'T THINK ABOUT
WINNING. WINNING 15 A
DISTRACTION.”




“THE TECHNIQUE THAT
YOU'RE PRACTICING
WILL BE THERE, AND IT
WILL IMPROVE OVER
TIME.”

P \ THINK ABOUT FENCING
MTHINK ONLY WELL, IN THE WAY THAT
ABOUT FENCING. YOu ENJOY.

IF IT'S ALL
RIGHT WITH YOU,
I THINK I'LL STAY

HERE FOR A
WHILE.

WHEN YOU
GET BACK, GIVE THIS
TO YOUR DORM
MONITOR.

NOW, BACK
TO YOUR DORM.
CASTELLO,
ISN'T IT?

DETENTION.

IT'S PAST
CURFEW!




LET'S SEE

COACH'S CHOL?J ~
LITTLE FRESHMAL WHAT ARE YOU
HEAT UP. PLANNING?

RELAX.
I'M JUST GOING TO
PUT SOME COLOR IN
THOSE CHEEKS.

NO WAY! IT'LL
BE TOTALLY ONE-
SIDED. SEIJI WILL

WIN BEFORE THE WASN'T
FIRST BREAK. AIDEN ON THE
HOW ABOUT TEAM LAST
SEIJI VERSUS YEAR?
AIDEN?

THAT MUST
MEAN HE'S
GOOD!

AIDEN ONLY

MADE THE TEAM

BECAUSE HE'S
RICH.

N

IS FATHER'S A L~

P e powor 10
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EVERYONE'S
LOSING THEIR
MINDS OVER
YOu. 4

THEY ALL
WANT TO KNOW WHY
YOU CAME TO THIS

INSTEAD

SCHOOL IN
OF EXTON

SEDI
KATAYAMA.
THE PERFECT
FENCER.

JAY?

I, U4, DIDN'T
EXPECT YOU TO
WATCH AIDEN'S

MATCH.

ARE YOU Kmpmc-,,?v IT'S TIME THAT SPOILED
I CAN'T WAIT TO SEE RICH KID LEARNED
AIDEN GET THE HE CAN'T HAVE
THRASHING HE EVERYTHING.
DESERVES.

YOU HAVEN'T
SEEN HIM FENCE
BEFORE, HAVE
Your







IT'S NOT A TRICK.
AIDEN'S JUST
6OO0D.

/ . £
{ () i =]
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\\\ J “WHEREAS SEINI DOESN'T ‘ ‘

= KNOW AIDEN AT ALL |l
-. SINCE AIDEN'S UTTERLY
b‘ il LAY AND NEVER COMES

/ ‘ TO PRACTICE.
_~_w\.

“...IT DOESN'T TAKE LONG
TO GET THE MEASURE OF
IN OPPONEN

"BUT FOR A FENCER
LIKE SELI...
T

s
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AIDEN SHOULD ENJOY THAT
POINT BECAUSE IT'S THE
ONLY ONE HE'S GOING

TO GET.




—_

NATIONALS.

I'M THREE POINTS
BEHIND GOING INTO
THE SECOND

THIRD!

BUT I KNOW
YOU'VE LOST
FROM THIS KIND
OF LEAD

BEFORE.

GUARD B
CHECK! &

"I BET YOU'VE REPLAYED
THAT POINT IN YOUR MIND
A THOUSAND TIMES.

"THE WAY HE TOOK
YOUR BLADE AND
YOU COULDN'T
STOP HiM.”




N7

SEIJI OVERCOMMITTED TO

THAT ATTACK. T HAVEN'T
SeeN HIf DO THAT %i

WHAT'S AIDEN
SAYING TO
HIM?
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1 CAN'T WAIT TO
WATCH THE END OF
SEIJI’SEIP;-‘ﬁTCH.

/—\

/-
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\ g

FINISHED! \

4

SURPRISED IT'S
STILL GOING. SEII
USUALLY WINS SO

QUICKLY,

BOBBY!
YOU'RE JUST
IN TIME! AIDEN'S
BEATING
SEI!

HUH? AIDEN'S...
AIDEN'S
WINNING?
-
| —
] [
¥
K \
—
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AIDEN'S
ONLY TWO
POINTS AWAY
FROM A WIN!

SEIJI IS BARELY
HOLDING
ON.




THIS IS WHY.

THIS IS WHY YOU SAID
SEII'S NOT READY YET.
THAT HE CAN'T BEAT
EXTON ALONE.

"THERE'S A

THAT ROOKIE
ALMOST 60T A
TOUCH.




THE SECOND
BREAK!

TO THE
AVERAGE PERSON,
COMING SECOND AT
NATIONALS WOULD BE
AN EXTRAORDINARY
ACCOMPLISHMENT.

_..BUT LOSING 1S
FAILURE.

LOSING 15
UNTHINKABLE.

WHAT MAKES
COACH'S LITTLE
PRODIGY LOSE

HIS COOL?

YOU NEVER
TOLD ANYONE
WHY YOU'RE
HERE, SLUMMING

A THIRD-
RATE TEAM.

“T'S A DISTORTED MINDSET,
IN WHICH WINNING [SN'T AN
ACCOMPLISHMENT...”

YOU'RE
SO WORKED
up

GUARD
CHECK!

IS IT BECAUSE ”
YOU CAN'T FACE 4
JESSE?




IF AIDEN
GETS THE NEXT
TOUCH, HE WINS

THE MATCH!

"WHICH MEANS

‘WO, BECAUSE
A PLAYER MUST
BE TWO POINTS
AHEAD TO WIN...

#

COMPENSATE FOR

FENCING IN THOSE
15 DIFFERENT SPORTS, IF SCORES
TO SPORTS ARE TIED BEFORE THE THE ADVANTAGE
BEAR THE LIKE TENNIS OR FINAL POINT, IT'S OF SERVING.”
TENSION! VOLLEYBALL. A CALLED "DEUCE".
"BECAUSE THERE'S NO
ADVANTAGE,

"BUT IN FENCING,
THERE 15 NO
DEUCE. FENCERS START OFF
e EQUALLY. EQUAL
FOOTING. EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY.”




'WHAT SEPARATES
THEM IS JUST SKILL...

"...AND THE
PSYCHOLOGY
OF THE MATCH.

"THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN WINNING
AND LOSING....
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AIDEN, YOU'RE TELL US HOW IT YOU KNEW YOU WERE
AMALING! YOU'RE FELT, WERE YOU GOING TO BEAT HIM
THE ONLY GUY NERVOUS? THE WHOLE TIME,
HERE TO BEAT @ RIGHT?

SENI.
LY

...AIDEN GETS
AWARY WITH
EVERYTHING.

You
WANTED AIDEN TO
GET THE TROUNCING HE

DESERVES, BUT NOW
U KNOW...

GROUP TWO, ACK! IT'S
TAKE YOUR THE CALL FOR
GT':JOUP

PLACES!

N ALL
THE EXCITEMENT,
I FORGOT ABOUT
NICHOLAS. WHERE
IS HE?




I'M READY
TO FENCE.

/ Continued...
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HD HE'S SO
YOU SEE SEIJI OVERRATED,
KATAYAMA JUST 50 T KNEW HE'D
LOSE THAT MUCH FOR WIPE OUT--
MATCH? THE "PERFECT
FENCER".

7 1 GuUEss He
ONLY THINKS
HE'S THE

LEWIS, YOU
TAKE OVER "

HERE.
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' I HAVEN'T
SEEN ONE OF

NICHOLAS'S
BOUTS YET, WHO
DO YOU THINK

WILL WIN?

TALL FENCERS
HAVE A NATURAL
ADVANTAGE.

THEIR
REACH 1S
LONGER.

"IN A BOUT, THE TALLER
FENCER WILL BE IN RANGE
‘ TO HIT BEFORE THE
lf - — " SHORTER FENCER.”

SHORTER FENCERS CAN
COMPENSATE WITH GOOD
TECHNIQUE, FOOTWORK AND
DISTANCE MANAGEMENT...
BUT NICHOLAS DOESN'T
HAVE ANY OF THOSE
THINGS.




THE SHORT
ONE LOOKS
NERVOUS.

I'VE NEVER
FENCED ANYONE THIS
TALL BEFORE...I'M
NOT SURE WHAT
10 DO.

THE KID'S
JUST A FRESHMAN. IT'S
UNFAIR TO HAVE HIM
FENCE AGAINST THE
TALLEST, OLDEST

SENIORS.

Match 2: Nicholas Cox vs Jay Jones

P

I FEEL BAD FOR
NICHOLAS. IT'S NOT
JUST THAT JAY'S
TALLER AND MORE
EXPERIENCED.

NICHOLAS

COMPLETELY FELL

APART IN HIS LAST
MATCH.

DOES HE
HAVE ANY CHANCE
TO WIN AT ALL?
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THAT
SPEED--!

THAT
FRESHMAN'S HIT
WAS SO FAST [
COULDN'T EVEN

SEE IT.

ﬁ

IT WAS ONLY A SIMPLE BEAT

ATTACK, BUT IT WAS SO FAST,

IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR JAY
TO STOP.

I'VE NEVER SEEN

NICHOLAS MOVE

LIKE THAT...HAVE
You?

HE WASN'T
LIKE THAT WHEN I
FENCED HIM.

YES! FIRST
POINT WIN! BUT I
CAN'T GET OVER-

CONFIDENT.

COACH WAS RIGHT. IF I STOP
THINKING ABOUT WINNING,
AND JUST REMEMBER WHY

I LOVE TO FENCE...



THAT POINT, IT
HAD TO BE A
FLUKE.

G0,
NICHOLAS!

THE FRESHMAN'S
NAME 1S NICHOLAS,

GHT?

I LITERALLY
SAID HIS NAME
FIVE SECONDS

AGO.




I DON'T UNDERSTAND.

HE'S JUST A FRESHMAN.

I'M TALLER. I'M MORE
EXPERIENCED. I
SHOUL% BE ABLE

NO--WHEN
DID HE--

IT WAS HARD TO SEE
BECAUSE IT WAS SO FAST,
BUT FOR A FRACTION OF

A SECOND, JAY WAS

OVEREXTENDED.

NICHOLAS
MANAGED TO GET
A HIT IN THAT TIME?!




NOT JUsT
ONE HIT. HE'S
DOMINATING

THE MATCH.

DID YOU KNOW
NICHOLAS WAS
THIS FAST?




THIS MUST BE WHAT SHE
() SAW IN NICHOLAS ALL
ALONG.

I KNOW WHAT

SHE'D SAY IF SHE HE HAS HUGE HOLES IN

WERE HERE RIGHT HIS TECHNIQUE. A BETTER
NOW... FENCER THAN JAY COULD
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THEM EASILY.

IF YOU
LOOK CLOSELY,
THE PROBLEMS THAT
NICHOLAS HAD IN
PRACTICE ARE
STILL THERE.

IF THE DAY
EVER COMES
THAT NICHOLAS'S
TECHNIQUE

REACHES
THAT SAME
LEVEL...

"BUT THOSE REFLEXES,
AND THAT SHEER
SPEED--*




\

RIGHT, WE
CAN CALL
YOU ONE.

GOOD
JOB,
ROOCKIE. SEE YOU
FEELING LIKE
YOURSELF
AGAIN!




NICHOLAS! I
WON MY MATCH
ToO!

I'M SO HAPPY! WE BOTH
HAVE ONE WIN AND
ONE LOSS...

YOU DIDN'T
HEAR? SEIJI LOST
HIS MATCH AGAINST
AIDEN.

2 ...WE'RE THE

SAME SCORE
AS SEII!

CONGRATULATIONS!
WE DID IT!

WE BOTH
BEAT TALLER
FENCERS!

WAIT, YOU'RE
TELLING ME SEJI
HAS ONE

$O THAT
MEANS...







YOU CAN'T CALL
ME ZERO ANYMORE.
I JUST WON MY

FIRST MATCH!




ANYWAY, THE
POINT IS THAT
I WON.

SO NOW I AM
THE SAME SCORE

-

YOU'RE--SO--
ANNOYING.

YOU SPLASH
WATER ALL OVER THE
BATHROOM. YOU HAVE
A NIGHTLIGHT AND STUPID
HAIR. EVERYTHING YOU
OWN 18 BLACK, AND YOU
ALWAYS USE THE LAST
HOT WATER!

MY STUPID HAIR IS
THE SAME SCORE
AS YO!




NOT FOR
LONG.

I'M GOING

TO WIN EVERY
MATCH LEFT IN THIS

TOURNAMENT.

SEN!

/' YOU DON'T TAKE ME \
SERIOUSLY AS A FENCER.
BUT I TOLD YOU THAT

I WAS COMING

FOR YOU AND I
MEANT IT. ’

I'M
GOING TO WIN
MY MATCHES

EVEN KEEP
UrR

==I ING
TO STAND ACROSS
FROM YOU, AND
YOU'RE GOING TO
ACKNOWLEDGE
ME RS YOUR










WHAT
15 Im?

I SAID
I WAS GOING TO
WIN MY MATCHES, BUT
1 JUST FOUND OuT
WHO I'M FENCING
NEXT...

... BEAT
SEII.

AH! Al
INDIRECT WIN.
THE SAME CONCEPT

AS AN INDIRECT =
KISS! ¢ J{

DON'T BE
INTIMIDATED!
I KNOW IT'S HARD
TO IMAGINE SEIJI

LOSING TO
ANYONE;
BUT...

NO. YOU
DON'T UNDERSTAND.
AIDEN BEAT SEDI. IF
I BEAT AIDEN THAT'S

LIKE...

ALL I HAVE
70 DO~

SELL. I MEANT WHAT I

SAID TO YOU. THIS IS

MY CHANCE TO PROVE

MYSELF AND I'M NOT

COING TO LET IT 6ET
AWAY.



ToJBe Cont-in‘ueﬂﬁ
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YOUR
WHOLE FUTURE
IS RIDING ON THE
OUTCOME OF THIS
TOURNAMENT.

AND YOU
HAVE ONE LOSS
ALREADY.

CAREFUL...
YOU WOULDN'T WANT
TO CRACK UNDER

PRESSURE.

BEATING ME IS LIKE
BEATING SEIJI. BEATING
ME IS LIKE BEATING SEIJI.
BEATING ME IS LIKE
BEATING SEDI. BEATING
ME IS LIKE BEATING
SEDI.




SEUI. WE DON'T FENCE EACH
OTHER UNTIL THE END OF THE
TOURNAMENT BUT--

Match 5: Nicholas Cox vs Aiden Kane

YOU BROUGHT
ME TO WATCH A
MATCH BETWEEN NICHOLAS
AIDEN AND A HAS CHANGED A

FRESHMAN? LOT SINCE HIS FIRST

| MATCH AGAINST
EUGENE.
--IT'S LIKE I'M \
FACING YOU | HE'S STILL

SOMEHOW.

A ROOKIE. HE DOESN'T
STAND A CHANCE AGAINST
SOMEONE FROM THE TEAM.




I WANT TO BE

SEWI. I WANT TO BE THE BOOD ENOUSH.

ONE WHO BEATS YOU.

I WANT TO WIN THIS MATCH
AND ERASE AIDEN'S WIN
AGAINST YOU.

SO THAT
THE ONE YOU
LOOK AT AS

A RIVAL--




AIDEN IS TODAY, THE FRONTRUNNERS
WILL START TO SEPARATE
THEMSELVES FROM THE REST
OF THE PACK.

“IF YOU FINISH TODAY
WITH ONE LOSS, IT'S
STILL POSSIBLE TO
MAKE IT.

AND WE'LL BEGIN TO SEE
THE SPLIT BETWEEN THOSE WHO
HAVE A SHOT AT MAKING THE
TEAM, AND THOSE WHO ARE
OUT OF THE RUNNING
FOREVER.

"TWO LOSSES,
AND IT'S A
MAYBE.”

ANY BOY WHO ENDS
THE DAY WITH THREE
LOSSES OR MORE
WILL KNOW HE'S
IN SERIOUS
TROUBLE.

WHY ARE WE
WATCHING THIS
FRESHMAN? HE
MAKES BASIC

MISTAKES.

BUT
SOMETIMES--







\ 7 )
A
WE CAN'T
LET AIDEN LET'S
Downr | CHEER OUR
HARDEST! A /

WE'VE
GOT THIS!

AIDEN
GET YOUR
HEAD IN THE
GAME!

HONOR
OF THE TEAM
1S ON THE = \|
LINE! &

NICHOLAS'S
MISTAKES ARE

TROUBLE TAKING
ADVANTAGE OF




"--EVERYTHING THAT WORKED
ON SELI IS FAILING ON
LAS. "

BLAH
NICHOLAS. BLAH BLAH
BLAH...

THIS BUY
TALKS A
Lor

WHEN YOU THINK
ABOUT IT, NICHOLAS

15 AIDEN'S WORST
OPPONENT.

bad at listening

incomnsistent
style hard to
Plan addinst

AIDEN
USED TO HAVE
THE SAME TROUBLE
FENCING ME, FOR

SOME REASON.
BUTIT'S  IT'S LIKE NICHOLAS IS FENCING
TH A BIGGER OPPONENT

MORE THAN
THAT.

SOMEHOW.







NICHOLAS!

I WAS BORED!
PLUS HE'S A LEFTIE.
I HATE FENCING
LEFTIES! —

THERE ARE
TWENTY-FOUR MATCHES,
RUN OVER THREE DAYS.

TODAY IS DAY TWO.




EVEN WHEN
IT'S HARD.

EVEN WHEN
IT HURTS.

EVEN WHEN WE'RE
EXHAUSTED.

HE'S HONESTLY
TERRIFYING. HE'S
NOT SHOWING ANY
SIGNS OF FATIGUE
AT ALL. HE JUST
KEEPS GETTING
BETTER.

SEEMED LIKE HE
WOBBLED A BIT WHEN
HE FENCED AIDEN,
BUT HE'S BACK
ON FORM. HE'S HAD
STRAIGHT WINS

SINCE THIS
MORNING.

EVERYONE
ELSE IS READY TO
DROFP. I FEEL SORRY
FOR WHOEVER HAS
TO FENCE HIM LAST
TODAY.




eI KATAYAMA

it e dge-e |VS| gt/ DON'T
= WORRY, I'LL

"\ TAKE CARE OF

EVERYTHING.

UM. T JUST BUT YOU WERE SHORT

WONDERED... TOO WHEN YOU WERE AN

- UNDER-1Z, AND YOU BEAT

OLDER, TALLER FENCERS
ALL THE TIME!

I KNOW
I LOSE My
MATCHES
BECAUSE I'M
SHORT.

WATCHED ALL
YOUR MATCHES
<\ ON YOUTUBE...

AM I REALLY
TOO SHORT? SHOULD
I GIVE UP EPEE?

A




sor
WHAT DID
HE SAY?

UGH. HE'S SO AFTER OUR MATCH, HE SAID I

ARROGANT! IT SHOULD NEVER TRY ATTACKING IN
YOU USE DRIVES ME A BOUT AGAIN, SINCE I
YOUR HEIGHT AS AN NUTS! SUCKED AT IT.

EXCUSE. YOU DON'T
HAVE ANY EXCUSE
FOR LOSING.

HE TOLD

ME I FENCED LIKE

AN EMOTIONAL CUISINART.
I DON'T EVEN KNOW WHAT
A CUISINART IS!

IF YOU WANT
TO BEAT TALLER
FENCERS, TRAIN
HARD AND GET

BETTER.

BUT..
HE DIDN'T TELL
ME TO GIVE UP! IN
FACT, HE SAID:

SEDI SAID IF
I WORK HARD I
CAN ACHIEVE MY
DREAMS! ’

RIGHT?!

IS THAT
REALLY WHAT
HAPPENED?




I'M SO GLAD AIDEN
WON ALL HIS MATCHES
TODAY. EVEN IF HE LOST

TO NICHOLAS. I'M
NOT COUNTING
THAT!

THAT WAS
OBVIOUSLY
A FLUKE.

SINCE IT'S
THE END OF THE
DAY, WANT TO 6O
CHECK OUT THE
RANKINGS?

WE CAN
SEE WHO'S
LEADING
AND WHO'S
BEHIND.

RICHARD TAN HARIARD LEE
BOBBY RODRIGUEZ | SEITI KATPALAL
LET'S

AIPEN KANE AP m&fﬁj

THE FENCERS

WHO ARE LEADING

ARE HARVARD, SEDI,
AIDEN, EUGENE,
TANNER AND--

\




<= B\ RANKINGS

UNIDEF EndlofiDayz2

HARVARDJUEE
ONE|LOSS

5.9

SEIJIIKATAYAMA AIDEN]KANE

ILost]to:Aiden]Kane] Lostito:]Nicholas/(oxi

MW GOJL'OSSES

]
4y b

ad’

Ni(HOAS (1) EUGENEILABAD TANNERIREED

Lost{to:|Eugene)labao Lost]to:[Seijijkatayama! Lost!to:[Seiji/Katayama;
Harvard|lee Aiden]Kane Kally/Jenkins

THREE/OR MORE\LOSSES
7 0

BOBBY:RODRIGUEZ JAYZJONES KALLYZJENKINS;

Threellosses Three]losses Fourjlosses




IT MAKES SENSE THAT AIDEN,
SEWI, HRRSIRRD RNE Tﬂg:ER BUT
WOULD BE LEADING. AND
EUGENE HAS BEEN TRAINING NICHOLAS?!
REALLY HARD ALL
YEAR.

AND HE'S A
SENIOR. THIS WAS
HIS LAST CHANCE
TO MAKE THE HE CAN
TEAM. STILL MAKE IT.

IF SOME OF THE
FRONTRUNNERS
LOSE.

MAYBE. BUT
HE'D HAVE TO
WIN EVERY MATCH
TOMORROW.

THE
ONE I FEEL
BAD FOR IS

WITH FOUR
LOSSES, HE'S THE
ONLY ORIGINAL

THE RUNNING.

HEY, KALLY. I JUST
WANTED TO SAY...I KNOW
YOU'LL MAKE A COMEBACK
TOMORROW. I MEAN, THIS
ISN'T THE END OF THE
ROAD.

HANGING BY
A THREAD.”

Ir's
GOING TO
BE OKAY.

OF COURSE
IT IS. COME ON,
TANNER. WHY ARE
YOU WORRYING?

LET'S 6O.




TONIGHT IS A
HARD NIGHT FOR
EVERYONE.

"AND THE PRESSURE WILL ONLY
INCREASE TOMORROW.”

I'M
ALREADY AT
FIVE LOSSES. I
FEEL LIKE IT'S
OVER--

IT'S NOT
OVER! EVERY ONE
OF US HAS A CHANCE TO
BEAT A FRONTRUNNER
AND CAUSE AN UPSET
TOMORROW.

"'THE LEADERS KNOW THEY CAN'T
LOSE A MATCH, OR THEY'LL
LOSE THEIR SPOT.”

RIGHT?!
ALL IT WILL TAKE
15 ONE OR TWO WINS
AGAINST THE &UYS
AT THE TOP--

"WHILE OTHERS JUST NEED ONE WIN TO
TAKE THAT SPOT FOR THEMSELVES.”

"TONIGHT, THEY'LL EACH DEAL
WITH IT IN THEIR OWN WAYS.”

GONNA WARM
DOWN THEN HIT
A PROTEIN
SHAKE.

--AND

WE'RE ALL

BACK IN WITH
A SHOT!







GOD, AIDEN,
YOU'RE
INCREDIBLE.

I NEVER

THOUGHT I'D

MEET A GUY
LIKE ¥--

. Harvara

Online

= i

SOMETHING ?
CAME UP :
LATER,
HARRY, (|




1 COuLD
TELL FROM YOUR
TEXT YOU WERE

WHAT IS
IT? C'MON,
SPILL.

IT'S
NOTHING. IT'S
STUPID. I'M JUST
NERVOUS ABOUT
TOMORROW.

NERVOUS? YOU'RE

THE ONLY ONE

WITH STRAIGHT
WINS.

MY
FIRST MATCH
TOMORROW
1S AGAINST

SEII.

I KNOW HE'S
BETTER THAN
ME, IT'S
JUST--

4

[i}
SENIOR AND I'M
SUPPOSED TO BE THE
TEAM CAPTAIN, YOU KNOW?
IT's TOUGH TO LOSE TO
A FRESHMAN IN FRONT
OF EVERYONE.

YOU'RE
TALKING LIKE
YOU KNOW HE'S
GOING TO
BEAT YOU.

WELL,
YEAH.

I TOLD
YOU IT WAS
STUPID. HARVARD--

AFTER SEIJI BEATS ME,

NO ONE WILL DOUBT

THAT HE'S EARNED
HIS PLACE.

HE WON'T GET
ANY HAZING OR
ANY TROUBLE. $O
THAT'S--THAT'S
GOOD.

HE DIDN'T
BEAT ME.

NOT
EVERYONE HAS
YOUR WAY WITH
WORDS.




YOU'VE NEVER
NEEDED TRICKS.
YOU'RE A GREAT

FENCER.

I

I THINK
YOU'RE
AMAZING,
HARVARD.

1 THINK
YOU CAN DO
WHATEVER YOU
PUT YOUR
MIND TO.

IT'S SATURDAY
d E

THANKS,

AIDEN, DATE.

WHAT ARE
FRIENDS
FOR?

NOPE,
STUCK HANGING
OUT WITH YOUR
SORRY SELF.

WE SHOULD
PROBABLY GET AN
EARLY NIGHT AND
GET READY FOR
TOMORROW.

--EAT
SNACKS AND
WATCH OLD
MOVIES?

PROBABLY.




"BECAUSE TOMORROW..."

ATTACK HIS

IF YOU LOOK AT THAT
AlM FOR HIS OVEREXTENSION--
SWORD HE'S COME ON, HE'S
OBVIOUSLY GOING WIDE OPEN!
TO BLOCK

1 YOU'LL
You NEVER GET
THROUGH IF YOU
JUST KEEP WAVING
IT ARCUND LIKE
THAT!

"L..TOMORROW
WILL CHANGE
EVERYTHING. *

To Be Continued...
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TRYOUTS,
DAY THREE. |~







WARM UP AND
STRETCHING,
15 MINUTES.

1l
AND CORE,
30 MINUTES.
| ‘
A

L1

DRILLS, | HOUR
30 MINS.

BALANCE EXERCISES
AND COOL DOWN,
20 MINUTES.




Coach Dmytro’s Diet Plan :
Breakfast. Protein and carb mix Green smoothie

1slice whole grain toast
1strip e— with banana'and
bacon | peanut butter,

Total: 3150 kilojoules (753 calories)




USH. IT'S SEDI
KATAYAMA.

WHY 15
HE EVEN AT KINGS
ROW? SOMEONE LIKE THAT
DOESN'T CARE ABOUT HIGH
- SCHOOL FENCING.

YOU'RE RIGHT. '\

| WE SHOULD SAY
SOMETHING.




[ YOU ACT LIKE
YOU'RE SO
MUCH BETTER
THAN US.

UT
YOU'RE AN
OUTCAST AND
YOU'VE GOT NO
FRIENDS.

YOou
DON'T BELONG
AT KINGS ROW.

IT'S TRUE I'M
BETTER THAN
You.

y BUT I

NOT THE REASON
YOU WON'T MAKE
THE TEAM.

EVEN IF
I LEFT YOU'D
STILL BE A
THIRD-RATE
FENCER.

WHO ARE
YOU TO CALL
US THIRD-RATE!
YOU'RE NOTHING!
YOU COULDN'T
EVEN BEAT
AIDEN!

NO ONE
HERE LIKES
YOU! NO ONE

WANTS YOU
TO MAKE THE

TEAM!




TAKE HIM
DOWN,
HARVARD!

CAPTAIN!




LOOKS LIKE HALF
THE SCHOOL HAS
COME OUT 1O

i : Seiji Katayama — National Ranking: 2
y

HARVARD
AND SEIJI ARE THE
ONLY TWO RANKED
FENCERS AT KINGS s
ROW. KIND OF LIKE
WATCHING A MATCH
AT NATIONALS!

THIS WILL BE THE
HIGHEST LEVEL
MATCH OF THE

GO
HARVARD!

HARVARD!
BEAT HIM!

I'D SAY HARVARD
HAS THE HOME
ADVANTAGE.




IT MUST BE TOUGH ON

SEIDI TO HAVE EVERYONE

CHEERING FOR HIS
OPPONENT.

HE'S JUsT

HIGH-PRESSURE
MATCH.

A LOSS COULD KNOCK HIM
OFF THE LIST OF FRONT
RUNNERS, AND COST HIM

HIS PLACE ON THE

TEAM.

NO ONE HERE
UNDERSTANDS
IT YET.









THEY'RE
BEGINNING TO
UNDERSTAND.

"YOU CAN SEE IT
IN THEIR FACES.

"YOU CAN SEE IT IN THE WAY
THEY'VE STOPPED TALKING.

"THE WAY THEY'RE
FOCUSED ON
THE MATCH.

"WITH TOTAL
CONCENTRATION--
FORGETTING EVEN

7O CHEER--

"--UNTIL EVERYONE
IN THE HALL--

S JUST
WATCHING IN
SILENCE.”




HARVARD
IS DOWN O-67
HOW CAN THIS BE
HAPPENING?!

HE'S ALWAYS BEEN THE
BEST FENCER AT THIS
SCHOOL. NO ONE HERE

CHAN EVEN COME

HOW 15
SEIJI BEATING
HIM SO
EASILY?!

HARVARD'S
THREE YEARS
OLDER THAN

SEDI.




IT'S SEI'S
MATCH POINT
ALREADY.

I DON'T GET

IT. IS HARVARD

HAVING A BAD
DAY?

HARVARD'S
FENCING A GREAT
MATCH. MAYBE EVEN
A PERSONAL

"THEY'RE BEGINNING  T]
TO UNDERSTAND--*







HARVARD
LOST?! I CAN'T
BELIEVE IT.

13 THIS
THE LEVEL
OF FENCING AT
NATIONALS?

I DON'T GET IT...HOW
COULD THE GAP BE
SO Ble?

HARVARD'S

RANKED 33

NATIONALLY.
SEDI 1S
RANKED

2.
OuT OF <

HUNDREDS
OF FENCERS IN
COMPETITION, IT'S
NOT THAT MUCH
OF A DIFFERENCE
IN RANKING.

MAYBE
AT LOWER
RANKINGS THAT

WOULD BE

"BUT THE LEVEL OF FENCING
GETS EXPONENTIALLY HIGHER
THE HIGHER YOU 60 UP THE

RANKINGS. "

]



"IF SEIJI MAINTAINS HIS RANKING
INTO THE ADULT AGE BRACKET--

"'--THE TOP FENCERS THERE ARE THE
ONES SELECTED FOR THE OLYMPICS.

4 2:SEJ KATAYAMA! %3 MARGELTBERRE | W #4'SUNGCHUL'PARK S|
J{(ings'Row Boys School) (Exton Boys Academy) | High),

|

"THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TOP 4 AND EVERYONE
ELSE IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN EXCEPTIONAL
ATHLETE, AND AN OLYMPIAN.

"THE BOYS
HERE DIDN'T
UNDERSTAND

THAT.

UNTIL TODAY,
THE ONLY FENCER HERE
E00D ENOUGH TO

UNDERSTAND THE
DIFFERENCE--

“THEIR OWN FENCING IS NOT
BOOD ENOUBH TO RECOGNIZE
THE SKILL GAP BETWEEN FENCERS
AT SUCH A HIGH LEVEL.”




GOOD MATCH.

| *--was warvarn |

YOUR DEFENSE
AT ALL.

<«

I HEAR
FROM THE OTHERS
THAT YOU LIKE TO
CRITIQUE AFTER YOUR
MATCHES...ANY
ADVICE?

YOU STILL
HAVE THE SAME
PROBLEMS IN THE
LOW LINES YOU HAD
AGAINST ASTER
LEVENTIS AT
NATIONALS.

YOU WON'T
WIN ANY REALLY
HIGH LEVEL MATCHES
UNTIL YOU FIX THEM.

THANKS,
SEDI. I'LL
wOl}‘Il_Y OoN



"NOW THAT THEY
UNDERSTAND HIS
SKILL, THEY'LL TREAT
HIM DIFFERENTLY.”




"WHETHER THEY'RE JEALOUS
AND HATE HiM--

"--OR THEY PUT HIM
ON A PEDESTAL.

"HIS TALENT IS ISOLATING.
IT SETS HIM APART.

[T PROBABLY HAS
HIS WHOLE LIFE.”




COME
WATCH MY MATCH!
I WATCHED
YOURS!

EVEN
THOVEH IT'$
SO BORING THE
WAY YOU JUsT
FLECHE ALL
THE TIME.

AFTER ALL, I
BEAT AIDEN, AND
AIDEN BEAT YOU,
SO I BASICALLY
BEAT YOU.

I DON'T NEED
TO WATCH YOUR
MATCH. I WATCHED
YOUR MATCH THE
FIRST DAY AND
YOU WERE
TERRIBLE.

HEY!
WATCH WHO
YOU'RE CALLING
TERRIBLE!

IF THAT'S THE RULE,
I BEAT EUGENE AND
HARVARD WHO BOTH
BEAT YOU, 5O I'M
AHEAD Z-1.

INDIRECT
VICTORY!!



YEAH.
SEIJI'S RIGHT.
I DO NEED TO
IMPROVE IN THE
LOW LINES.

HE'S GOING

TO BE A KILLER ADDITION

TO THE TEAM. HE MIGHT EVEN

GIVE US A CHANCE AGAINST
EXTON.

ALWAYS
THINKING ABOUT
WHAT'S BEST FOR

THE TEAM.

PEOPLE RESENT TALENT LIKE
HIS. I WANT US TO MAKE SURE
THAT NO ONE HERE GIVES HIM

ANY TROUBLE.

1 THINK THAT
FROWNY-FACED
LITTLE FRESHMAN CAN
TAKE CARE OF
HIMSELF.

GLAD YOU'RE FEELING LIKE
YOURSELF AGAIN, SINCE
YOUR NEXT OPPONENT ISN'T
GOING TO €0 EASY

REALLY?
WHO 15
IT?

To Be“Continued...
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