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Dear I"edder;

Tm very excited that 7/ou're }\oldihs +he Kindle edition of

Diary of a \rJimW Kid in your hands.

When T read my first e-book on a Kindle, T was amazed at
+he Poss;’oiliﬁes. Carryihs a whole library around with me on a

device T could fit in the ‘mlm of my hand? Amazihs.

f .
[ L
What's been very reygr&hﬁo%s? an-author has been
f”‘ff |I L ! o \\

-~ .-'I 1
seeing kids carfying their.do -eare&(ies of Diary of a
° g theicdog k. Rt

\l\'im‘))’ Kid with them. The Kindle allows kids to have the

whole series at their fihser‘HPs, and the reo\dihs ex\aeriehce



is crisp and clean every time . . . with no chance of +o&a7/'s

breakfast s+aihih3 +he pages.
Thank you for ‘)urchasihs Piary of a Wim‘ay Kid on your

Kindle. T hope it gives you lots of lausks and you have as

much fun reading it as T did writing it.



J




OTHER BOOKS BY JEFF KINNEY
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever

The Wimpy Kid Do-It-Yourself Book
The Wimpy Kid Movie Diary

COMING SOON

More Diary of a Wimpy Kid




DIARY
°F ol

Wimpy Kid
THE THIRD WHEEL

b}f Jeff Kihhe?/




PUBLISHER'S MNOTE: This is a work of fiction, Mames, characters, places, and
incidents are either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fctitiously,
and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, business establishments,
events, or locales is entirely coincidental,

Cataloging-in-Publication Data has been applied for and may be
obtained from the Library of Congress.

ISBM §78-1-4197-0584-7

‘Wimpy Kid text and illustrations copyright & 2012 Wimpy Kid, Inc.
DiaRY OF A WIMPY KID®, WIMPY KID™, and the Greg Heffley design™
are trademarks of Wimpy Kid, Inc. All rights reserved.

Book design by Jeff Kinney
Cover design by Chad W, Beckerman and Jeff Kinney

Published in 2012 by Amulet Books, an imprint of ABRAMS.,
All rights reserved. Mo portion of this book may be reproduced, stored in a
ratrieval system, or tramsmitted in any form or by any means, mechanical,
electronic, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from
the publisher. Amulet Books and Amulet Paperbacks are registered trademarks of
Harry M. &brams, Inc.

Amulet Books are available at special discounts when purchased in quantity
for premiums and promotions as well as fundraising or educational use.
Special editions can alse be created to specification. For details, contact
specialsales@abramsbooks.com or the address below.

ABRAMS

THE ANT @F BOOAN RINCE (S4®

115 West 18th Street
Mew York, MY 100m
wwwabramsbooks.com



TO GRAM




JANUARY

Suhdd;{

T wish T4 started kee\Dihs a J'ourhal a lot earlier
on, because whoever ends up wri+ih3 my biosra‘)\'\y
is gohna Rave a lot of questions about my life in

+he years |eo\dih3 vp to middle school.

Lucki|7/, I remember Jus+ about eVery‘H\ihs +\wa+’s

‘\a‘)‘)ehed to me since L was born. In 'Fac+, 1

wheheVer I wah+ec}.



AHHHHHHH!



Then one Jay when T was in the middle of

a rea||7/ SooJ nap, =t got woken up b)/ +hese

strang ho}g c;ﬁ ﬂw +{e g)'ﬁe.

T
=1 J1%

E]_
A+ the| tike T didn: w wha+t Jth T was

‘wearihs, but later on T found out it was Mom
\)i\)ihs in_mMusic H\rous}\ 'H\ese s?eakers s\we \>u+ on

her beH)/.



T guess Mom -H'\ous}\‘l' if she ‘)lo\yed classical music
for me eVery c}ay before T was born, it would turn

me into Some kih& of 3ehius.



ﬂose sPeakers came wi-H\ a microP\\ohe ) and w‘weh

Mom wasn+ \)|d)/ih3 music, she was +e||ih3 me

. ..AND THEN MOWMMY,. WENT
everything 4KaFcyvedy gohg SRE b HE: oL
BOUGHT YOU AN ADORARLE

- BLUE

HAT WITH LITTLE
DUCKLINGS ON IT!

111111

L GANDTTHENTIOMMY WENT
TO THE STORE, WHERE SHE

BOUGHT YOuU-AN-ADORABLE
BLUE HAT WITH LITTLE

DUCKLINGS ON IT!

...50 THEN I TOLD BILL, “I1 DID
SIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE 1044,”

AND 1 FLIPPED THE PAPER OVER
SO HE COULD SEE FOR HIMSELF.

=)

m&Ihomes From
*\o\Ve )nim SJVe

And when Dad

k, Mom would

day.

...50 THEN I TOLD BILL,"I DID

SIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE 1044,”

AND I FLIPPED THE PAPER OVER



SO HE COULD SEE FOR HIMSELF.



But +hat wasnt the end of it. EVery hi3¥\+, Mom

would read to me for a half hour before she went

« LIMBKINS, I BEG
YOUR PARDON, SIR!
OLIVER TWIST HAS
ASKED FOR MORE!"

YOUR PARDG
OLIVER W

ASKED FOR MORE'

The \>r0{>|em S, my s|ee\> schedule didn= line Up
with Moms. So when she was slee?ihs, T4 be

wide awake.

SNORE



SERIOUSLY?

T ac+ua||7/ wish Td \)did more attention when Mom

was rea&ihs ‘o me, -H\ous‘\.



Last week in school we had a pop quiz oh a book,
and T hadn* read it 7e+. T was \Dre-H')/ sure Mom

read ‘H\d‘l’ one to me before borh, bot I

42. What does

coul&h"l’m@mspﬁ}?k of + J}L[N'

for that gets him

in-trouble? \

42 -What does

THINK...
THINK!

Oliver Twist ask
for that gets him

in trouble?

I WONDER WHERE
THIS THING GOES?

Was busy c}oihs someﬂ\ihs else.

I WONDER WHERE
THIS THING GOES?



YANK
YANK

/ﬂ'\e cr‘dzy ‘H’\ihg is, Mom ciicih"i' NEED +o use ‘H’\e

micro\a\\ohe for me to hear her.



T mean, T was INSIDE of her, so T could hear

+)ner j: wanted to or not.

I CRAVE PICKLES,
BUT I CAN'T EAT
THEM BECAUSE THEY

=
DO I REALLY
NEED TO BE

HEARING

= e
@
@ xir  ®
T could also hear ivstiah VERYTHING
J

+hat was }\a??ehihs on the outside. So when

Mom and Dad got all mushy , T Kad to listen o



THAT, +oo.

PUCKER
SMOOCH

ACK!



TVe never reo\||7/ felt comfortable when People are

acting affectionate around me, ESPECIALLY

w\-\eh it's "'7' ?areh-l-s. ea ‘o 3e+ ‘H‘\em o

KICK
KICK
KICK
CUT.IT
OouT!

KICK
KICK

KICK
EVERY TIME
WE KISS,
I FEELA
LITTLE KICK!

make things WORSE.



EVERY TIME LET’S KISS
WE KISS, AGAIN!
I FEEL A

LITTLE KICK!



After a few months of |ivih3 like ﬂ'\iS, T had +o
3e+ out of ﬂ-\ere, and ﬂ\cﬁ"s w}xy 1 was born

three weeks early. But after beihs hit 57/ the cold

e delivery rogef;

Introducing
our little
bundle of joy

5 pounds,
T ounces

B)/ the time T came into the world, T was +o+a||7/

slee‘> de‘)riVed and in a reo\lly |ous7/ mood. So if you



ever see a Pic+ure of a newborn , how you know

w‘-\)/ +¥\e7/ qlways look ticked off.

Introducing
our little

bundle of joy

Gregory
Heffley

5 pounds,
7 ounces



Th fact, T STILL havent caush-f up oh +he

slee\) T missed, and bel; — n +r>/ih3.
YOU'RE LATE
FOR SCHOOL!

YOU'RE LATE
FOR SCHOOL!

around in +)ne dark, %o\\)\)f as could be.



AHHHHHHH!

BUBBLE
BATH



But w\\eh you’re |ivih3 N a \-\ouse wi‘H\ four o‘H-\er

BUBBLE

BATH BATH
SALTS

T was born. Up 4o that point T thought T was

an oh|7/ child, so T was Pre-Hy Jisa\D\)oih-fecl +o

fihd out I wash 1.
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My fam.'ly was living in a really small apartment
back then, and T had o share a room with
Rodrick. He got the crib, so for the first few
months of my life T had to sleep in the top

SLEEP
dresser dra Tm \”’L

even |

) \"‘k‘

v
e

FIGHTH!

EVeh+ua||7/ , Dad moved his work stuff out of the



room he was usihs as an office and made it into a
hursery. T got Rodrick’s old crib, and he got a

hew bed.

Almost EVERYTHING T had back in those days

was a \-\ahd-me-éowh from Rodrick.



B)/ +he time 50me+\-\ih3 came to me, it was either

worh= or coVer‘ec} n s|o{>{>er.

[a]
o

YOU DON'T

NEED THIS
ANYMORE !

EVert m ER whs a ang B
i wpy S
RodiglleudopdnF think [he wadleal

Up, -H\ous}\, which mig\'\‘f ex‘>|aih w}\ }\e’ never

rea||7/ liked me.



YOU DON'T
NEED THIS

ANYMORE!

THWOP

12

FLOOP

HE
YOU



T+ was Just the four of us for a loh3 time,
and then one Jay Mom told me she was gonna

s slad she gave me +he

everybody | fhought e was fo pute] But|hat

+)ne7/ dont +ell you about babies is that after

+\\e7/’re born, 'H-\e)/ Nave this black stub on their



belly button where the umbilical cord was tied off.



EVeh‘l‘ud“y , the stub dries up and falls off, and
+he baby has a regular-|ookih3 beH)/ button. The

+)nih3 S, hoboc}y ever FOUND Mo\hh)/)s stub.

And to {hm&g%%hod it's gonhha

KE
KE

When T W o front of the

TV for ¢

anal videos.



14

GENIUS



T dont know if those videos ac+ua||7/ made me

any smarter, but at least T was smart enough to

-Fiaure out how o PWS T WANTED
to watch. /

. WHOOSH!

ki cuck’
:g

CLICK

educational videos back ON.

WHY ISN'T
THIS THING



WORKING?

CLICK
CLICK
CLICK



But when you’re a bo\by ) you can+t reo\lly aet around

a lot, so there one_place T could hide

+’ne batteries. LERE AGAIN?

rp
S
AGAIN?

B

SHOOT!

floor more when T was little, becavse T was WAY

behind +he other kids in my \’l"?’Sro“\’ when i+

came to the P\'\ysical stuff. While the others were



si'H'ihs up and couch sur'fihg, T was still WOrkihs

on |if+ih3 m7l }\ead off ‘H\e srouh&.

ALMOST...
THERE!
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Then one Jay Mom boug\ﬁ me this -H-xihg called a
"Bo\by AJVethures Ac-h'oh \A]a|ker," wh’ch was -H-\e

first ‘H‘xihg T ever 30‘!’ that Rodrick didn+ have

before me.




But the best ‘H‘\ihs about it was T could aet
ahywhere T needed +o 90 without ac+ua||7/ }\avihs

+o WALK.



T could tell +hat when T was in my Baby Adventures

Action Walker, all my li++e Playgro ends felt

like chum\)s.

-

that it -\-;r? e

A LITTLE
But then Mom read WY | sBre areh+ih3 masazihe
= : |
3 DA A
B\

to walk on their own. So Mom returned the
Action Walker to the store, and T was back

‘o square ohe.

A LITTLE



HELP?

T+ took a |oh3 time, but eVeh+ua||7/ T DID

learn to walk. And before T knew i+, T was in

Presc)nool.

18



T was \\opiha Td have a head start over the
other kids because of all the work Mom had put
in with the classical music and +he educational
DVDs, but the other moms mustve done that
stuff, oo, because the competition in Preschool

was Pre-H'y stiff.

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee FF G
T mean, you had kids i

to use buttons and zi

Dd &

RAIN

SUN



Z1P
HATS MIT

A few of my classmates could write their own names,

ahci one or two couH count all ‘H‘\e wa7/ ‘o -fi-lf‘l')/.



T knew T couldnt kee\) up, o T decided to

try and slow everyo % b)’ (eeé'.p,% ‘“em
bad ihforma?ioh. ? - - T

K, and my
\)reSC)noo| teaciekAold . snt learning my

colors and s\w like the oth ﬁds But Mom

said 1 wasS Smart ahci +¥\a+ maybe *H-\e \)roblem was

T wasn+ ’oeiha CHALLENGED ehousk.



So Mom ac+ua||7/ took me out of \)resd\ool and had

me SKIP a Srac}e, to kihdersar-feh. But that

decision was a total disaster.

20



/n\e kids in kihdersar+eh seemed like GIANTS +o

me, and -H-\ey knew how 1o do stuff like cut with

J

3.Be r‘esper:-#ﬂ;i
scissors apnld color insi -ﬂ'\lé”ﬁ

3.Be res‘aed-ful

4 Use soo& manhers

before the teacher had 4o call Mom +o come get me.



The next day Mom brought me back o preschool
and asked the teacher if T could have my cubby
back. T just hope your academic record doesn’t

follow you around, because it might be tough for
me to get a good job later on if people find out

I was a kihderaaﬁeh Jro\aou-h



Monday

T \)re++7l sure Mom decided that whatever she
tried with me when T was little didnt work out,
because she’s +o\kih3 a +o+d||7l different a?‘)roach

with Mo\hhy.

whatever lfe wants on TV. So he kee\)s it on

+y : called urple

GROOPLE BLOP
POP. BOP BOP?

YOP
YOP!



T +tried to watch “The Shurvles“ a few times, but

T had NO idea what was going on. The Shuryles
have their own |o\h30d3e that T guess oh|7/ +hree-

7ear-o|ds can understand.

22



YORP YORP
YORP!

understand him.

SPLINKY
SPLOP!
SPLOP!



But the other day Mom read an article in +he
newspaper +hat said wq+c¥-\ih3 “The Shur\ales"
ac+ua||7/ sets kids back about a year with their

|o\h3ua3e deVeloPmeh+ and messes up +heir social

ski“s, +oo.



Well, +hat ex‘>|o\ihs a lot. Mo\hhy doesn+ have any

real friends, and whenever Mom holds \>|a>/3rouP

at our house, Mahhy is the oh|7/ one who doesnt

i i

4

I ‘H\l.h gt %\ SPUE TS| |¥\ 7 OeSh"*'
like o share his +o7/s. So when kids come over,
Mo\hhy locks Kimself inside our old Jos Sweetie's

exercise pen and kee\)s his +o7/s all to Kimself.



And whenever Mom tries o get Mo\hh)/ +o \D'd)’

with other kids on his OWN , it back fires.

24



At our church ‘H\e)/ have +his new +\\ih3 where

‘H-\ey send all the little kids down 4o the basement

&urihs the service so +)ne7/ cah \)lay and color.

But the first time Mom dro‘)PeJ Mo\hhy off

downstairs ) -Hwere

Bopptaze

T felt a

deal with

ittle b

a_Scar
7

HISSSS!

RAAARH/

-r. Mahr%ml had o

id when T was his age, too.

T was stuck in \Dresc)noo| with +his {>o7/ hamed

qudley who +terrorized me eVery chance he got.

SCREAM!!



RAAARH!

SCREAM!



T +old Mom about Bradley every Jay when T came
%ome, and said j: didnt want o 90 to $choo|
anymore. But +that summer Bra&ley and his fo\mily

moved away, So +he Vroblem took care of itself.

After Bro\dle}/ moved, Mom wrote a s+or/y called

)
—_—

‘BaP B IRL IS+ o |
the tedcher,

BradiEptibelhebia kid i

versiBuit\i:l’LgsthEHY m
teacher 1s not
allowed!

Do notbite
the teacher,
Bradley.

Biting the
teacher 1s



not
allowed!

T +hink Mom was dc+ud“7/ gonha +r7/ and get Ker
S+or7/ PUH;S%CJ' but Bradley and his fdmﬂy moved

BACK into our heis\\bor‘\ooé +he next s‘)rihs, so

she had 4o scrap t.

26



YOU REMEMBER
BRADLEY, YOU REMEMBER
DON'T YOU? BRADLEY,
DON’T YOU?

T —

B & N =

"DON'T POKE YOUR
E ven l‘} hevgw% g&%@% Bra |e7
l BRADLEY'
s+or7 eac Mo\hh)/ about
*\ow you’re Su o be i reschool. Ah& I
+hink tha+ Hhe—teh h7l is so afraid

of other kids his age.

“DON’T POKE YOUR



THUMB IN THAT
CHILD’S EYE,
BRADLEY'



Mahh7/ may not have any REAL friends, but
he has a bunch of IMAGINARY ones. Tve

kind of lost count of them all, but the names T

can remember are Joey, Pe+e7/, Ddhh)', Charles

Tribble, The Other Charles Tribble, Thy Jim,

and Jo%hhy Cheddar.

T dont know how Mahhy came up with all those

meHdowhw)neh Mom suPPosedly lef+ Charles

Tribble behind in the frozen foods aisle.



Sometimes T wonder if Mahhy made up his
imasihary friends so he could get stuff like extra

Jesser+ after Jihher.

28



Mom says if we tell Mahhy his so-called friends

arent real, he could be “travmatized.” So we Just

T Jus+ Bove he 9

it's getting kind| bf ridiculous. (( times T have to

wait until all of Pahhy's imo\sihar;/"?riehc}s are done

usihs +)ne bo\+)nroom before I can 3e+ n.



HURRY UP
IN THERE!

KNOCK
KNOCK
KNOCK



Lo\+e|7, Mdhh)’ has been blamihs -H-\ihss he does
on )nis imo\sihary friends. T‘ne o+)ner cla?/ )ne

smashed a \)|a+e on the floor and then told Mom

it was J C%e{t@%ut&
+rouble of +he P:ﬁ ;

ol J ojo E
SRFs =

-

en |7/ih3 about i+, Mom g a Tire
out to Jo)nhhy Cheddar. What rea“)/ stinks is

+\\o\+ ‘H\e +ime-out c\'\o\ir IS -H-\e brand-new recliner



in +he family room, so 1 couldn® sit in it 4o

watch television.

30



Like T said, T know this whole imaginary friend
thing is a bunch of balohey, but Mdhh)l acts so
serious about it +)nq+ its kind of S\Dooky. \fJ\weheVer

T 90 to sit down somewhere in the house, T make

sure none of Mahhy’s friends are around.

PAT
PAT

T+s not like Tm wa+c)nih3 a lot of television

+hese days anyway. Mom is ?reﬁy worried about



Mo\hh7/ and his social skills, so she doesnt like the

TV 4o be on when l"\ahhy’s around.

Receh+l7/, Mom came up with this idea called
"?amﬂy Nis\ﬁ,“ where we ‘>|a7/ a board game or go

out +o ciihher +03e+"\er ihs+ead of wa+c¥\ih3 TV.



I guess +\\e idea is o 3e+ vs to interact wiﬂ\ one

another more so it rubs off on Mahhy.

When we go out to dinher, we usuo\lly end vp at

+his \Dlace called Corhy's Fami|7/-5+7/|e Restavrant.

Ny; rd rot

A e Lot

porvte abH&er
LIKE YOURE

HEY g R

HAVING FUN!

WALL OF SHAME

SNIP



ﬂ\ere are a few different sea+ih3 sections at
Corhy’s, but since we o\lways have Mahhy with

us, ‘H\ey put our -fqma'l)/ in the section called

“Children’s A||e7l."

32



MUNCH
MUNCH

Ih C’nilc}reh’s /-\Hey, I don+t ‘H\Ehk ﬂ\ey even

bother cleo\hihs vp when one family leaves and a

hew ohe comes in. So when you get o your table,

?2 /

The first +ime we went o Corhy’s, T didn* check

m7/ seat, and I ended up si-H'ihs on an o\Deh--facec}

peanut butter and Jelly sandwich.



SQUISH



Another +\~\ih3 T hate about Children's Alley is

that youre right next to the bathrooms, and the

doors are |wa7/s swinging ogén, so you can see N

O
there whe yoS%G"q:st"yir

o

+to m‘l’@

(

TD

always Just get the buffet and serve ourselves. The
food is in these metal +ra7/s, and there’s always

stuff from one +ro\7/ mixed in wiﬂ\ +¥\e oﬂ\ers.



34

Cor

Sez

GLOP POKE
POKE

"y FEED YER FACE



A+ -H-xe dessert bar, +\\e7/ Rave an ice-cream

c}ispehser w)nere 7/ou can make your own smdae.

I know ﬂ\d‘!’ sounds srea+, but +)nere’s a reason

most restaura s%&%&pf&mers o?ero\-re +\~\e

DE

One of the reasons Mom likes +o 90 to Cor‘hy’s IS
+ha+ +)ne7/ have a ball pits and she’s \-\oviha Mahhy

will learn +o ?lay with other kids his age.



PLOP



But Mo\hh)’ usually Just buries Nimself in a Pile of

balls to hide from the other kids and then waits
s

-
.5e0s ¥,
% ° 5 oY
.f ) 1"'3:&_‘;"

(] o<y
%0 84038 0 30 % g0

&

DIG
DIG
DIG
DIG
L
had
-F - )
L Cory's, a om

ac+uq||)/ made " the \vlas-h'c +ubes so he

couldnt the ball pit. f'%% got freaked
out up +¥\ 2 +¥\ou3¥\, and %e zl too scared o

come c}owv\ on \wis owh.
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POUND
POUND
POUND



So Mom told me T had o go vp there and get
Kim since T was the oh|7/ one in the {amily who

was small eho“ﬁ)“ to crawl in the tubes.

&+

o

1

S
[V}
[
o
o
T

T +ried climbing vp +hrfouah the area Manny had
P w 3 ca Manry
used| Yo ket 0 he tubes @D + i&: too ‘h'sh‘l' of

AW/




That meant the only way T could get o Manny
was to climb up the spiral plastic slide that empties
into the ball pit. T am not a fan of dark,
enclosed spaces 4o begin with, so T wasnt looking

forward o crawliha up that ‘H’\iha.



T yelled into the bottom to make sure +he coast

was clear, but kids ishored earid came s|i<iih3

C{OWY\ dh}’Wd)’.

Once T made it past the traffic Jam and 9ot all

+he way to the top, T started craw|ih3 around



+\~\rou3¥\ the maze of tubes 4o +r7/ and find

I"\ahhy. There was no ventilation up there, and it
REEKED of c}ir‘l')/ socks.

CRAWL
CRAWL

38



T realized T was the wrong person to go |ookih3
for Mahhy, ﬂ\ous\\, because Tve alwa)/s been bad
at mazes. This fall me and Mom went in the corn

maze at Reyhol&’s Farm, and Mom was counting oh

me ‘o ‘(lhcl -H\e wqy out.

ﬂ\is +ime I didnt the Moms cell P\'\ohe to bail



me out. Ahd when some kid +hrew vp at one end
of ‘H’\e tunhel, all the o+\'\er kids came r‘us}'\ihs m7/

way to get o the slide.



EVeh‘h}duy, T found Mo\hh)’ in one of the
tunnels, but b)/ then T was rea&y to crack vp.

G rescue

%H'I.FF L

)
HIFF
! H .
-\FITF._’-.'AK rience was +\'\a+

R

becavse T couldnt aet rid of the smell of feet,

'ﬂ\e worst pa +

T Kad to thifow outl m ?mr of Jedhs

even after was}\ihs -H-\em wiﬂ-\ bleo\c}\ +)nree +imes.

SNIFF
SNIFF



So\+urda¥

T woke vp at 6:30 +his morhing and couldn®
get back o slee‘), which was Pre'H)/ 'Frus+ra+ih3.
But ‘H\o\‘i',s been ‘-\a\)\)ehiha to me ever since -H-\e

{Desihhihg of +he year.

40



On New Years Eve, Mom wanted Mahhy to feel
what its like 4o be vp ot micihish‘r without dc+uo\||)/

|e+‘h'h3 him s+a7/ up +ég,+ late. So she set the
B

clocks in ‘H\e \'\ou'




HAPPY NEW YEAR



T ended up going to bed at 10:30 that his\ﬁ

‘H'\ihkihs it was 1:30 in the morhing. So my whole

schedule has been off {)7/ three hours this year.

T dont usuqlly wake up on weekends until Dad

||+erq||7/ mm& |
during +he_yarvter,
nice watim Jundelr FhE toVers. i |
- -
AHHHHHHH!

T remember a time last winter when Dad woke me



at 8:00 on a Sa-h;rc}o\)/ morhing and told me o 9o

outside and shovel snow off the walkway.

Td been in the middle of o rea"y 300& dream, but
T was able 4o aet out of bed, shovel +he walkway,
and 3e+ ris\-ﬁ back into m7/ dream without missihg

a beat.
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AHHHHHH!



...GREG
HEFFLEY!



This mornhing after T woke up, T |a7/ in bed for
a while +r7/ih3 to get back +o slee\). EVeh-hmll)/ ;
T Just went downstairs and made m75e|-F some

breakfast. ﬂ\ere)s hoﬂ\iha sood on TV before

8:00 on a Sa+urday morhing, So T decided +o se‘i‘

some of m7/ d\ores over wiﬂ\.

|;s 4051'5 +hi

morhihs wheh :[ }-\eo\r& a knock at +}\e front door.

KNOCK
KNOCK
KNOCK



T o‘aehed the door and was sur\)rised to see Uncle

Gary s+o\hc§ih3 on the front steps.
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Dd({ came

insTairs o Sinvtecdatesd and he didn+

seem ‘oo 0 See #iS youhse roﬂ'\er.

A few weeks back Uncle Gary called Dad and said
he had a “once-in-a-lifetime” business oPPor‘hmH)/

and needed a loan.



Dad didnt want to give Uncle Gary any mohey,
because Uncle Gm’)/ has a bad track record when it

comes o \7“7".“3 ?e°\7|e back.



But Mom told Dad he should do it because Uncle

Gary 1S "\is {)roﬂ\er dhci {dmﬂ)/ members should

alwa?/s \\e|\> each other out. Moms alwo\ys sayiha

+he same sort of +\wih3 to me and Rodrick. T Jus-l'

%o\)e T never need a kiclhey or Some-ﬂ-\ihs like

‘H\eﬁ, because if Rodrick is the 3u7/ T couh+ih3

oh to give it to me, T could be in +rovble.

Dad sent Uncle Gc\ry +he mohey, and we hadn+

rom him until +ocld7/. After U <.|e|Gd|‘y |

oh a street

VENIRS. ..

is Dol d )nfiﬁ

*\e wanted to take over Hs busihess, )ne could make

a bundle.
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SOUVENIRS



So after he got the money from Dad, Uncle Gar7/
bousH' up +he suy’s T-shirts. But what Uncle

Gary didnt know was ﬂm‘l’ 'H\e T—sh’ﬁs ha& a

+7\>o on ﬂ'\em an hoticed -l'\'\e

\)roblem, e guy was alrea&y gone.

BOTSON



Uncle Gary told Dad he needs a place +o stay
until he can get on his feet again. Dad didnt
seem oo %aWy about that, but by then Mom was
downstairs, and she told Uncle Gar7/ he can stay

as loh3 as he needs.



But when Mom saw the moVing Vah in the drEVeway,
she told Uncle Gary we didnt rea||7/ Kave ah)/

room in our \'\ouse for extra furniture.

He said she didnt need o worr7/, because )ne didnt

an




1 dont ﬂ\ihk Uncle Gary 1S sivihs up oh sellihs
them, either. He unloaded one on Rodrick for

three bucks, and T think Rodrick feels like he

got a steal.

8



Mohday

)

iViRg Wi hele Gary ha been easy. On his
TPERE’S MONKEYS
1[irs+m ] Es W%U%ﬁ;e he ptidn an air
THERE’S MONKEYS |
aHr]tals\J i;\rHEhh%ldJnTc’éui' r'7/ \-\d
?,, .\ = = . . . 4
; * { Mondav el ke *imu
bad one.

THERE’S MONKEYS



IN THE WALLS!
THERE’S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!



So now Uncle Gary is slee\)iha on the couch in the

1[o\mi|7/ room, and Mdhh/s bed is in the middle of

| I L9
hi , awa the walls. o

relax after school and watch some TV.

I'™
HOME!

SHHH!



L77Z

The person who's been affected +the most b)/ Uncle

Gdry IS RODRICK, 'H\ous}\.
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Before Uncle Gary moved in, Rodrick Pracﬁcall)/

LIVED on the couch in the family room, esvecially

on ﬂ\e weekeh&s.

L7777

ﬂ'\e o‘H\er Jay Rodrick came uPs-h:\irs, and wheh
he saw Uncle Go\ry in his spot, he Just slept on

ahoﬂ\er ‘)o\r+ of +)ne couc\\.
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VAVAV AV AV



Dad has really been hagging Uncle Gary about
fihdihs a Job, but Uncle Gary says he's tried and

ho ohe is h.’r.’ns.

Uncle Gary Kas never held down a Job for more

d wasS over ﬂ\e

I THINK ‘W’E

+han a few da\)/s. The o

T WE
NEED TO ADD

GAAAAI—' ! MORE PEPPER!

PSSSSS



Dad wants Uncle Gary to get o Job like HE has,

where you work in an office and have reaular Kours.

52



But T dont think Uncle Gary is cut out for an
office job, and T'm not so sure T am, either. Dad
has to dress vp for work every day in a shirt and
tie, and he has to wear dress shoes and dress

SOCks, too.

HAS “ANYONE

SEEN-—MY
PANTS?



Last summer Dad brought me to “Bring Your Child
to Work Day” at his office. But the people at
Dad’s work mustVe realized their jobs would be
boring to their kids, so they brought in all sorts

of entertainment.



For most of the Jay, us kids s+a7/ed in the

cafeteria while the grown-ups got some work done

Ne o#ices.

Toward +he swdig fojﬁ!}}"g me into

his office i"- 5 important
ProJec+, so T sat there next to him and waited.
But T think i+ was hard for him 4o concentrate

while someone was lookih3 over his shoulder.



54



Dad gave me mohey +o {307/ 50me+‘\ih3 from the
Vehclihg machine. He was \Droba{>|7/ Just +r7/ih3 to

3e+ rid of me for a little w\\ile, So )ne washt oo

CRUNCH

e rea||7/ needed ¥ fih ehe

he asked me to find Iso

beCdUSC

’B;eh really distracted that Jo\y, ﬂ\ous
he went home and lef+ me behind. T mish'{"\/e

been stuck there all hia}ﬁ‘ if +he J'ahi‘l'or Nadn+



‘FOUY\C{ me.

CRUNCH



Ahyway, Dad is \yre'Hy o\hhoyed +hat Uncle Gary
doesnt have ahy mohe)/ and has been mooc\\ihs off

him. Mom has dc+ua||7/ started aiving Uncle Go\ry

dh}' c\-\ i1, ”

4 a3

T Jusﬂ[o?e Uncle G% uses Some o-f""'\'is-allowahce

to pay for his own bubble bath. He used up all of

mine on the second Jay Ne was here, and it reo\lly

not the same when the water is crys+a| clear.
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BATH
SALTS



iUQde¥

== really wish T didnt have to throw my Jeans out
a few weeks g0, because +oc1a7/ at school T needed
to look s\\ar‘). Were starting a ballroom dahcihs

uhit in P*\)/S Ed, and Mrs. Moretta said each of

uS d o -Fuhd a Var‘l'her.

-




Mrs. Moretta said we were gonha choose partners
by writing dowh the name of the person we
wanted to dance with on a little slip of paper.
Then shed go -H\rous)n +he Pieces of paper and
pair us up the best she could. That was the same

sys+em she used LAST year for the square dahcihs

vnit, +\'\ou3¥\, dhd j: +o+d||7/ 30+ burhed.



T wrote down the name of the pretiest girl in

my class, Baylee An

i, e

=,
\

BAYLEE
ANTHONY

BAYLEE
ANTHONY

But s‘-\e Jidh"l’ write down MY name. She wrote

down Bryce Anderson, Just like eVery other 35r|

D I.Ckl-h MCKCY\ZI.C
I DIDN'T

DICE IS,

in the class. Bryce ended v

Iy .
partner. But then T had 4o deal with THIS

kind of nonsense for three weeks—
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I DIDN’T
PICK HIM.



T guess Baylee didnt want o repeat of last year,

either, because +oda>/ she went around o all +he

guys who uh»f@@m TN 28 YN e

NERDS WRITE MY
NAME DOWN.

‘H\em know.

RUBY BIRD

To be honest with you, T dont reo\lly care who T

3e+ Paired up with as |oh3 as it isnt Ruby Bird.



RUBY BIRD

As far as T know, Ruby is the oh|7/ sirl who has
ever been SUS\)ehJeJ from our school, and that was

for bi+ih3 a +eac)ner.



Tn fact, the reason Ruby oh|7/ has one front

tooth is because the other one ended vp in Mr.

CHOMP

@DIES FIRST! I | |:
HEH, HEH! | =

{)7’ whe

come across her in the \wa“way, because she

terrifies me.
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LADIES FIRST!
HEH, HEH!



But +oda7/ T 30+ worried that maybe T Ve been
TOO nice and she mis\ﬁ think T ac-hmlly LIKE

her. /pne last+ +)m'h3 I heed is for Ruby to

write my hame down on that little sliP of paper,
because T know if she’s my dance partner, Tl do

SOMETHING +o make her mad and end up with

her °*!;3T)T°éﬁ§'é Mriot put
me with Rub}/ Bird.

incerely, Greq He
El i) Al 'a\?l—eir ﬂ‘@“ a

So T 4 make

sure +)nd+ JoeSh’-f }\aﬂ)eh.

Please do not

RHE with Ruby

Bird.
Sincerely, Greg

Heffley



T even threw in a half-eaten cah&y bar T was
saving for later on to make sure Mrs. Moretta

comes +)nrou3)n for me.

eghesga

i

Last+ h.'s}ﬁ T \prayec} extra hard that T wouldnt

end up with Ruby as my dance partner.



Then T started worTying +ha+ maybe you only
get a certain number of prayers answered in your
lifetime and LT'm burning through mine too fast.
T4 hate o find out later on that T used vp all
my chits, because Tve been acting like TVe got an

unlimited sup?ly.

T ‘Dro{)a liy | r \reful a{}_qy +hat.

-

This wee ' o UPs+c;ir +hroom

got clo pt +he P ber

woul&h"l' use our bo\'ﬂ\room after }xe fixed it.



For the record, T have about a 75% success
rate with my prayers. T dont know if thats
good or bad, but one thing Tm pretty sure of
is that T'm never gonna get a lightsaber for my

{Dirﬂ\day , ho matter how badly T want i+.
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SHROMMM

Ahyway, T think Tve got to be a lot more

S\aec' ic when T \Drdy for Someﬂ\ihs ) because +ocla7/

At +he {)esihhihs of class, Mrs. Moretta called

out names for dance partners, and T held my

breath when she got o Ruby Bird.



But Ruby 3°+ \)o\ired vp with 'Fresle)/, and if 7/00

ask me, that’s a ﬁa?g%g\ Had€ in heaven.
n 4 E: &

bo)/s in my class this year +han sirls, so it made

sense +¥\a+ hot eVeryohe 30‘!’ a Par*l'her.



But still, T was a litte ciisa‘)‘)oih'fecl that no
ohe wrote my hame onh ohe of ‘H’\OSe li+tle s|i\>$

O‘F \)a\)er.
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Then us auys realized we weren+ gonna have o do
‘H‘\e ballroom Jahcihs uhit and ‘H‘\cﬁ we could J"JS+

'~ l_dﬁ‘!,g“ +he o+her?%o{ the 9 or

So the next +)nih3 T knew, T was dahcihs a

waltz with Carlos Escalera.



Monday

Todo\y at school, Ph)/s Ed was canceled because
we had a Seheral assem{>|7/ durihs fourth Period.
T Nave 4o admit T was a little disa‘)‘)oih‘fed

when T found §M\‘ becau

~

i b!‘ie\/s/i or not, me

Mos+ ‘)eo‘ﬂe were \)re-H)/ excited, ‘H\ous\'\,



becavse we havent had a seheral assembly since
November. That's when this }\7\)h0+is+ called the

Amazihs Andrew came to our school.

Th the 3r‘ahd finale of his show, +he Amazihs
Andrew hyvho-h'zed a line of eis\'\ﬂ-\-sro\ders into

+)nihkih3 their arms were su‘Derﬁlued +03e+\\er.
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CUCUMBER!



Af‘l’er sc}xoo| some kids so‘l' into an drsumeh‘l'
over whether the }\)/‘)ho-h’s-i’ was for real or if
-H-\ose eiS)nﬂ\-sraders were n on -H-\e act qhd

Jus+ -Fc\kihg it.



Two of +¥\e kids w)no ‘H\ous‘-\-f +he Amazih3 Ahdrew

was o fake linked their arms, and then Martin

CUCUMBER!
CUCUMBER!

panic ed. Martin tried sayihs +he magjic word, but

%e cmﬂth'uhs+kk +hem.

CUCUMBER!
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CUCUMBER!

SNAP
SNAP
SNAP



The kids went back to the school, and one of

-Hwe +eac¥\ers }\ad to track down ﬂ\e Amazihs

<&

T have no idea .? -
who come in and A-... Hies. One. person
they brought in las as a guy called Strong
Steve. He gave a speech about how we heeded +o

s+a>/ off Jr‘uss, and then for his Sr‘ahd finale he



riﬂ)ed a P\\ohe book in half with his bare hands.
RRRRRRIPPP



Don+ ask me what riPPihS a P}\ohe book has o

do wiﬂ\ s+a>/ih3 off Jruss, but +)ne kids at my

sc}\ool went cro\z7' for ‘H\is suy. Ih -fad', +)ne

TRUST IN YOUR DREAMS
]  AND YOU WILL SEE |
JUST HOW HAPPY

ﬂ YOUR HEART CAN BE S
REACH FOR THE STARS

Im rea\@&tmNEvgbRsm’Tmih
YOU'LL REACI-I THE TOP!
back 1S ‘H‘\IS s.hser Nnam n +¥\e

school likes to br.‘ha in Krisstina for assemblies

because her |7/rics are really positive.
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TRUST IN YOUR
DREAMS
AND YOU WILL SEE
JUST HOW HAPPY

YOUR HEART CAN BE
REACH FOR THE STARS

AND NEVER STOP

YOU’RE A WINNER

YOU’LL REACH THE
TOP!



Krisstina calls herself an “international pop
sensation,  but T dont know how she 3e+s away

with that. As £

ell, she’s never even

been out of —E.E.

visSting
WORLD TOUR

shop-Mart Superstors
Middletown Shopping Mall
Roll-a-Round Skating Rink
Town Park Gazebo
Rickman Auto Center
Route 1A Bowling Alley
Speedigscrub Car Wash

-

RLD-TOUR

Shop-Mart Superstore
Middletown Shopping
Mall
Roll-a-Round Skating

Rink

Town Park Gazebo

ickman Auto Center

1A Bowling Alley

Speediescrub Car Wash

One of my favorite assemblies was the one where
Y

a ‘)olice officer came to our school and told us



about beihs a ‘narc.” He said his J'ob was o pose
as a Hsh school student and +hen report on +he

kids w)no were up to ho 300&.

NARC



T ﬂ\ous‘ﬁ that sounded like an AWESOME

Job. Tf T can get \mid to go to school without

sts AND send all

SPITBALLS AGAIN!

Eoms H
et et i i 'Ul ke
: bt
I
— : PRIUHTE EYES mm-:
wArTREA
l.l N ‘\_ u

\

Aﬁ'er The ?ohce of-ﬁcer came ¥o our school, me
and my friend Rowley decided to start our own

&e‘rec-h'Ve asehcy.



12

PRIVATE

EYES



Uhfor+uha+e|7/ , there wasn+t a lot of demand for

\)rivcﬁe detectives in our heis)nbor)nood, and

wanted o }\ire uS. ngl_h@rdglc_id%&jm
7 N T R
I I

L]
]
= | —Fi—
‘ s
A
~ d EEYO
{0 I | )
= m

about {)eihs a PriVa+e+ ;hVes+i:9a+or IS +¥\a+ 7/ou
cah \Doke around in other \Deople’s lives and it

Jus+ ‘)ar‘f of your Job.



SHAKE

SHAKE



We mos+|7/ focused our investigations on Mr. Millis,
who lives a few doors up the street from me. T+

hot like }\e was &oihs o\h7/+)nih3 SUS\)icious. 1+'s

moVie c‘h

A
&

Just that we ge had all He |

hhets
on cable.QF ~

Our detective agency fell apart, ‘H\ous}\, after

we started investigating Scotty Douglas. 14 let

Hm borrow a video game over -H-\e summer ahd ‘-\e



said he lost it, but T knew he was |7/ih3. So T
sent Rowley down to Sco++7/’s Nouse o 3e+ Hm

+o coush it up-

T +au3\'\+ Row|e7/ how +o act really +ou3\\ and
crack his knuckles a lot so Sco++7/ would get +he

message +hat we werent foolihg around.

7



IV,

KKRACK

But when Row|e7/ didnt come back n's)n‘l' awqy, T

s+ar+'ecl + went down

- w |‘
Yoo [ | ouse mysel-( ‘o 4

causF‘l' Roﬁ/!"l}/ rex

wander what \\o\‘) PSHE

with Scotty./"

a=

BOOM™M!
KAPOW!



T Kad to fire Rowley on the spot, and if T ever
start another detective agency, the first thing

I’m gonha do IS \\ire a more ih+imida+ih3 enforcer.

Ahywa)/, like :[ sm’cl, eVeryohe was excited to find

out who the guest was for +odo\7/'s o\ssembly.



But it turned out there WASN'T a guest. After
we sat down in the aym Vice Prihci?o\l Roy got vp
on +¥\e s+a3e and said -H\e reason )ne sa-ﬂwere& uS

all +03e+}\er was to announce that there was gonha

be a s?ecial election o re‘>|o\ce the student coundil.




Vice Prihci\)dl Roy said there are two conditions for
ruhhing for office. One, you have to be wi“ihs to
attend all the student council meetings. And two,

7/ou can+t }mVe +)m’ee detentions or more.
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T fel+ like that second rule was directed a+ ME,

becauvse T J'us-i' Picked vp m7/ third detention.

Tn my first year of middle school, an eishﬂ\-
vator [That

+ e cduld sell

ELEVATOR PASS

This pass entitles the
holder to unlimited use of
the middle school elevator.

That sounded like a sood deal Yo ME, so T

gave him five dollars for +he pass, which looked



\Dre++7/ official.
ELEVATOR PASS

This pass entitles the
holder to unlimited use of
the middle school elevator.



But i+ turned out ﬂ\e whole -H\ihs was a scam and

there was no qt&\ +Hh3 dm

Ll

HAR HAR HAR!

T4 been }\oléihs on to + eleVaq-‘d%l{ ass ever

il

-

Unfortunately, T wasnt careful enovah, and T
Y 9

got busted b}l Vice Prihci‘m| Roy, who made me



return ‘Hwe mohey.
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He even gave me a detention, which really stunk,
becavse T4 given the kid a deal b)/ sellihs him the

pass at half price.

After the assem{>|7/ T realized someﬂ\ihst Rowley
has never had a detention ;SO he'd be the
PERFECT candidate for student council. T +old

him Re should run, but he said he wouldnt know

what he'd do if he got elected.

I VOTE FOR

Gt ke

I VOTE FOR
PAND LLLELF iDﬁYE §e+
ON FRIDAYS!

becavse Tl get to be in power but T wont have

Yo miss ahy recess.



I VOTE FOR I VOTE FOR
DOUBLE RECESS DOUBLE RECESS

AND HALF DAYS AND HALF DAYS
ON FRIDAYS! ON FRIDAYS!



T volunteered +o be his campaigh mahager so he
wonht even have to lift a fihser to get elected. So
we went to the bulletin board in the front \mllway

to sign Row|e>/ up.

T 4old him he should run for one of the Juicy

spots like President or Vice Presid@, but he

wanted to run £

decisions, T'm fine with it.



\r\]edhesdo\¥

Yes+erda7/ some of +)ne other candidates were
\mhsihs posters uvp in +he ‘\a“ways and \'\ah&ihs
out buttons and cahdy to get themselves elected.

So we were ALREADY behind.
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TINA BARBER

I knew I was gonhha haVe to dream up some-ﬂxihs

bis to make sure Rowley gets elected, so here's

. i AT
wh gAME G p-cwith. i o (0
1] (|

.....

sports games TVve seen on TV, people in +he

stadivm paint their chests to S\Dell out messages.



Last+ hiﬁ\ﬁ T got a bunch of Uncle Gary’s
T-shirts from the garage, turned +hem inside

out, and wrote a letter on each one so ﬂ\e)/

$\>e||ec; ot VOTE ROWLEY JEFFERSON

FOR SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON." T+ ook

%+ twenty
m:ke a {)is

svlash at the assembly.

ozl

—

T got o school eo\rly +o&a7/ and gave each kid who

was willihs +o wear a shirt a piece of bubble gum.



But when we 3°+ into the sym, 3e+‘h'h3 the kids
to stand in the ria}ﬁ order was like +r7/ih3 +o

}\erd cats.
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GREETINGS, FELLOW STUDENTS.
MY NAME IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I, UM...

The oh|7/ cangidates ;NQ 39-3}&0-"3"‘/3 S\Deec\\es were
.o & ,U- i

the ones whélwere runnin resident. 1T was

\)re-H'y relieved to )near -Hwﬁr, because w}xeh I ‘wo\ci

Rowley rehearse his sPeec\w for Social C)nair\)ersoh,

%e was a nhervous wreck.



GREETINGS, FELLOW STUDENTS.

MY NAME IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I, UH...



e tirst cangigate to aqive a speech was a qir

The { did 9 P h 9 |
named S}/Jhey Greene w)no IS a s+ro\i3\\+-A student
and has never missed a clo\y of school. She said
that if she’s elected President, she'll get better
equi\ameh‘f for ‘H\e muSIC Yoom dhd will orsdhize a
Prqjec+ to ?°+ new Pro+ec+Ne covers on the books
in the Hbrqﬁy.
\FBT? “BLBBLT.: RBLTTR,

P ) 81?’ :" e \y;

.. X

obroxious hoises.

BRLEBT! BLBBLT!

PHLBBP!

FRBBTTR! FLRRBRB!

BRBLTTR

PBBBLT!



T'm sure Bryah said a lot of interesting things
c}urihs Hs S\Deec)n, but 7/ou couth'+ heqr a word

with all +hat racket.
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T just \wo\:e Bryah doesnt run for President

wheh he’s a grownh-up, because if )ne does, Hs

campaigh rallies are gonha be RIDICULOUS.

The last candidate +o 9o was a kid named Eusehe
Ellis. Eugene is the orfi~gerson running for

President who

=g, posters or hand out
|o||i\90\>s or ah7/+)nih3 like that, so hobo&y really

+ook him seriously.

Eusehe)s campaign s?eec}\ was oh|7/ about -H'\ir‘f)/
seconds |oh3. He said that if Ke's elected

President, he'll get the school to revlace +he



c"\eo\‘) toilet paper in the bathrooms with +he

exPehsiVe, quiHed kind.

When Eusehe finished his sPeech, the whole \)lace

went berserk. Kids are ALWAYS com‘)laihihs

about the toilet paper sitvation because the +7/\>e

+)ne sc}xool uses is like sahd\)qver.



And from the reaction Eusehe so‘h T dont

think S}/dhey or Bryah has a rayer.
e

H‘_\UI’de¥

Just like T predicted, Eugene Ellis won student
council President by a landslide. Row|e7 woh, oo,
because he was the only person who actually signed
up for Social Chairperson. T wish T'd known

that, because T couldVve saved myseh[ a lot of



hassle with those T-shir+s.

The student council had their first meeting +ocia7/,
and Mrs. Birch, the teacher who works with +he
council, told Eugene the school couldnt afford to
stock the bathrooms with quilted toilet paper, so

he m53¥\+ as well for3e+ about it.
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Word got around school fast, and people were
pretty mad. The whole reason everyone voted for
Eugene was because of his campaigh promise. Plus,
we do fundraisers for the school every year, and
you would think they could take some of the money

we make and S\)ehd it on some ququ'y toilet paper.

3 +G.H®$®]um§€[i§%h
foCRONC .

{-')

creJH o w}xoeVer came up wiﬂx 'H-\e iJeo\. ﬂ\e

school sent each student home with -Fn[+7/ Chocolate



Crunch cahdy bars, and we were sum;osecl to go

out dhd sell 'H'\em Yo our heis}'\bor‘s.

CHOCOLATE

CRUNCH

CHOCOLATE
CRUNCH



But 1 dont know a sih3|e kid w"\o didnt eat ot
least +hree or four cahcly bars before +)ne>/ even

30+ home. Tn fact, T ate fifteen ’07/ +)n__e__;|'ime

MOM 1,:(

So a lot of families like mine had to write a check
+o the school Jus+ +o cover the cost of the cah&y

bars their children ate. T+ \Dossible +hat hobody



sold a single co\h&)/ bar durihs that fundraiser.

Sa-h;rda?(

S‘)eakihs of money., Uncle Gar7/ spent all of his
allowance this week and asked me if he could

borrow some of MINE. \I\Dneh Dad found out, \\e

was Pre‘H'}/ mad.
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T+ turns out Uncle Gary spent his mohey on
scratch tickets at the convenience store. Dad +old

Uncle Gary )ne’s 30+ a better c}\o\hce of 3e++ih3

CHEW
CHEW

P R )
£ oage ety

P, r
f"rl’l '




Scratch tickets are a sore sub Jec+ for Dad o\hyway.
A few years ago Dad bous)nJr Uncle Gary a hice
winter J’acke-r for Chris+mas, and Uncle Gary gave

Dad a scratch ticket. Dad seemed a little ahhoyec}

cost a buck.

Dad scratched off the little squares oh +he card
wiH\ a coin and )ne 30+ +)nree c)nerries, w\wich

meant he'd Just won a hundred +housand dollars.



GASP! SPUTTER!

POINT
POINT

But it turned out the ticket was just a gag gift,

and it was a fake.
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YOU SHOULD'VE
SEEN THE L08
YOUR FACEM

R U bVE

We still cant mention that Christmas 4o Dad,
becauvse i+ J'us+ \Du‘fs Hm in a bad mood for ﬂ\e

rest of +he c}ay.

What Dad REALLY wants is for Uncle Gary

to 3e+ a Jo{) so he can move out of our house. T'm



starting to wish Uncle Gary would get a Job, too0,
because |a+e|7/ he’s been s?ehdihg a lot of time in

my room Playihs on the computer.

He's addicted o this virtual-world game where you
can be ahy-ﬂ-\ihs you want, like a \)olicemo\h or a

construction worker or a rock star.



But in the game, Uncle Gary is just a vy who

doesnt have a Job and buys a bunch of scrateh

*h'cl&ﬁiRRYgrx[ ;
SCRATCH CKET
IS NOT A WINNER.

DANG
I

FEBRUARY

H}UFde¥

/ﬂ\ere have been some Pre‘H'y biﬁ Jevdo‘)meh‘rs at



school this week.

T+ all started on l"\oh&ay at the last student
council meeting. The meetings are held in the
teachers |ouh3e, and after the Treasurer, Javan
Hill, went 4o use +the bathroom, he came out with a

roll of Pillow-Soft Ultra toilet paper.
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FACULTY
OhLY

FACULTY
ONLY

That means the teachers have been +rea+ih3

When Eusehe Ellis confronted Mrs. Birch, she

knew the teachers were +o+a||7/ busted.



Mrs. Birch said that even though the teachers
use Pillow-Soft Ultra, there’s not enough money
in the budget to stock all the kids” bathrooms

with expensive toilet paper, but she could agree

Yo a comPromise.



She said the school could allow kids +o brihS n

'H\eir‘ OWN rolls from \'\ome. Ah& w}\eh ‘H\e
ahhouncement came over the |ouc}5\>eaker, it was a

@q‘ Victor ﬁ?r Eusehe Ellis and the rest of +he
ﬁﬁ o

Tuesday was the first Jay kids were allowed +o

brihs in their own toilet paper, and T think some

‘>e0‘3|e went a little overboard.



o



Tn fact, some kids {)rous\ﬁ in so much oilet

paper ﬂ-\oﬁ' —H-\ere wash + ehous% room to fit it in




Later that afternoon the principal got on the
|ouds‘>eaker and said that from now on, were oh|7/
allowed o briha five squares of oilet paper o
school a Jay. /ﬂ\a‘l' seems like a ‘areH')/ ridiculous

rule, becavse T dont know ANYONE who can

3e+ {)7/ on five squares.

Lore

7

SHAKE
SHAKE



H)Ul"de%

B}/ the time the \)rihci‘)d set that 1[|'Ve—s<‘uo\re
limit last week, T'd qlrea&y stocked my locker with

about +weh+7/ rolls.
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ﬂ\e +eac¥\ers do random c‘\ecks on kids lockers

how, ahd T knew sooner or later +}\e7/ were gohha
[T~

s+% =

T wanted to make sure my SU\DP|7/ lasted +o the
end of the school yedr, so T needed o 'Fisure out

\\ow o Pr‘o+ec+ it.

T decided the oh|7/ way 1o do THAT was 4o have



a stall in the bathroom all +o myseh[, and o keep

my toilet paper hidden in there.

So on Moh&o\y I \)ickeé a stall that was \Dre‘H'y
clean and locked +he door. Then T crawled

uhc{erheaﬂ-\ it Yo 3e+ out.



Next T sliﬂ)e& some old sneakers T broush-k

from ‘wome on 'H'\e floor in front of ‘H\e toilet+ o

make@ol_héjﬁw stall was occuvn'ecl.
=

Ea~ic

SLIDE

AAAAHHHL

EVery +ime 1; hee Luse -H-\e ba‘l'\\room ‘H\is

was around,

week, T waited + make s\
JﬁJ =)

L e\ 512
i ‘F M T+

then T cro\},led" 6 ..
<

was like T had a Tiny little r+meh+ in there.
Th fact, T wish T4 +\'\ou3)n+ of +his idea a

|oh3 +ime ago.
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AAAAHHHH!



For a few clays my sys+em worked 3rea+. No one

TF\IED O USe m rve

DAG, I 5B

KID STILL IN
THERE?

YEP.

SCRUB
N SCRUB

®

+he spare
O&T I

mustVe looked Pre++7 suspicious from the outside.

HEY...



T+ wasnt |oh3 before ?eo‘>|e figurecl out T was

‘woardihs qua|i+7/ toilet paper, and +)nih35 fell

GROPE
GROPE

Frida;z
T think what the students learned from +he toilet

paper ex\Deriehce IS H\a'l' if we want Someﬂ-\ihs,

were gonha *\dVe Yo raise ‘H’\e mohey on our owh.



So last week the student council brainstormed ideas
for a class fundraiser. The Vice President, Hi“ary
Pine, said we should have a car wash, and the
Secre+ar7/, Olivia Davis, said we should do a giant

yar& sale.
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T ﬂ\oush-i' we should sell caramel popeorn, but

either Rowley didnt have his walkie-talkie Up loud

CAR
CAR
IS 1

2! '#i.ﬁ"'“ 8\?
o, SO -Hwey Seﬁm\oa

..".?/fm




T +hink Eugene realized it was gonna take a lot
of work to pull something like that off, so he

assigned it to his Vice President. Hillary formed
Fundraising Committee and got her friends on the

student council to J'oih it.

?lo\hhed but that the Fuhdro\isihs Committee had

made a few small c‘wo\haes" to the on'siha| idea.

Some%ow ﬂ\e motocross/ wres+|ih3 event mor?)ned



into a VALENTINE’S DAY dance. Evgene and
the other guys wanted to change it back, but
Mrs. Birch said they had to respect the decision
of the Fundraising Committee. Tim sure the truth
is that she wasnt really crazy about the idea of

motorized vehicles in +he gym +o besih with.
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Ever since word 30+ out about the Valentine's Do\y
dance, its all anyone can talk about at school.

‘l‘)ne/re tre ihs

There’s alreaciy a Dance Committee, which
Row|e7/ got invited 4o be on since he's the Social
C\-\air‘)erSOh. T Just slo\é there's some male
re\areseh'fa-l'ioh on ﬂm’r committee, because if
+he Sirls Nave +heir way, Krisstina will be +he

entertainment for +¥\e hi3¥\+.



Most of the boys couldn care less about the
dance. TVe heard a bunch of guys saying there’s
no way +he7/’re gonna pay three bucks to go to
a dance in the school gymnasivm. But that all
changed earlier this week when the first Cahdy

Grams 30+ "\ahded out In }'\omer‘oom.



The Cahcly Grams are invitations to +he Valentine's
Do\y Jahce, and +\\e Dance Committee started
se||ih3 them at lunch the other Jay. Tf you_ pay

+weh+>/-1[iVe cents, you can send a Cah&y Gram o

dv}x:ghe 7/ou wah“l’::i“ &r\& Bryce WAxde

[t would be “sweet” if
youd go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!

Dear Bryce,
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It would be “sweet” 1f
you’d go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!

Signed,

Gessica



After the first wave of Cahdy Grams got
delivered, some of the boys who didn+ get one got
Jea|ous of the 9uys who DID. Now all of a sudden

EVERYONE wants to 30 to the dance because

L]

S o o °
o "__.‘-ily{?;-h' [] .’i F=0 ‘/ 4‘“‘ q .
.;IL Af" 4?'1“

l
DIG ‘ll ‘t"'\;

Jj
CANDY
GRHF'IS R .

DIG
DIG

CAD
GR/

Like T said before, +here are more boys +han

36r|s n m7/ Srdde ﬂ\is 7/ear, and I ‘H\ihk a lot of

guys are nervous +\\e7/’re not gohna end up with a



date +o ‘Hwe dance. So most of +)ne {)oys are ac+ih3

rea||7/ different whenever a sirl is around.

At lunch, avys usuo\lly take S\>oom[u|s of mashed
potatoes and flick them vp at +he ceilihs to ‘h‘)/

ah& 3e+ ‘H’\em to stick.



Dont even ask me WHAT -Hwey put in +he

o -
™ ] |

GLOP

Sometimes T forse‘r +o look vp before T find o

\)|ace to sit.



PLOP

The girls really hate the mashed potato thing,
and that's why they sit on the other side of the
cafeteria. But now the boys know +\we7/’re hot
gonna get one of the girls to go with them +o

the dance if ‘I'\we)/ act like Jerks.
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T can +ell i+s hard for a lot of the {>o7/s to be
mature in front of ‘H‘\e sirls. So some SU)/S are

acting out when there arent o\h7/ sirls around.

We're in the middle of a basketball unit in P)nys

Ed, with the sirls ?layihs on one side of the 9ym

and the boys on the oﬂweer do\y this
: ' ...'~"" o

WHUP!

—



EVer}/bon |au3"\e& except for Daniel, but later on
Daniel 30+ Ahﬂ'\oh)/ back when he was soihs for
a Iayu?. After that i+ was a free-for-all, with

eVeryohe pantsing eVeryohe else. So -H\ihss Rave

been AWFUL since then.



Now eVeryohe’s so Paro\hoicl about 3e++ih3 Pahﬂe&

+)nd+ ho ohe will even stand up c}urihs our

b as ROLEL
o
A\
SCOOT ROLL
5C00T — oot
SCOOT
<

TVe even started wearing two pairs of shorts

under my swea+‘>c\h+s for extra insurance.

SCOOT
O0T

e ———"
A

) K“J‘u’l—‘i
Roy came into the ym +oda7/ to lecture the boys.

He said +his was no |qu3¥-\ih3 matter and that



dhyohe caus\ﬁ ?ah-rsihs another student would

be SUS?ehde&.
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But Vice Prihci\)al Roy should ve watched where he

was s+ahdih3, because some kid snuck under +\\e

Whoever did it esca\DeJ before Vice Prihci\)al Roy
could catch him. No one knows for sure who it
was, but the name +¥\e7/'re usihs for +he 3“}' IS

the Mad Pantser.

—



vesda
T+'s been about a week since +)ne7/ introduced +hese

Cahdy Grams, and T'm getting a little concerned
+¥\a+ I )no\Veh’+ so-Heh onhe 7Ie+. I’Ve hever ﬂuhs
potatoes on +he ceiling and TVe never ‘mh—fseJ
anyone in my life, so T dont know what a avy

needs to do o impress a sirl +hese Jays.



T+ seems like eVery 307' n my Komeroom has

soH’eh a Cahc}y Gram. EVeh Travis Hickey 30+

ohe, and )ne’ eat—a—erust of \)izza out of a ‘h’as\'\
WOO HOO!

zoll] 3.’Ve \-\im o\

iguarter.

Uncle Gary was \)layihs his computer game in my
room the other his‘ﬁ, and T +told him about the
Valentine's Day dance and the Co\h&)f Grams. Believe

it or nhot, he gave me some rea||7/ 3003 advice.



Uncle quy told me the best way to get a Sirl's

attention is b}/ makihs 7/ourse|1[ look “unavailable.”

He said what T should do is buy a bunch of
thd)’ Grams and have them all delivered +o

MYSELF so the Sirls would think T was a really

hot \aro\aer+7/.

110



1 \Drobd{ﬂy s\'\ouH’Ve +¥\ou3\'\+ about +d|kih3 o
Uncle Gary a lot earlier. He's been married

50me+\\ih3 like four times a|read>/, so he's an

EXPERT [oHERRFoAINPIT HER
ONE FOR'GREG
HEFFLEY!

HERE’S ANOTHER
ONE FOR GREG
HEFFLEY!

o—



YAWN!

T Jus+ "\OPE +his works, because +hat two bucks

was my lunch mohe7/.



Frida¥

B}/ We&hesday T4 blown +)nrou3¥\ five dollars,
and T realized if T ke\)‘f J()uyihs Cahdy Grams
for myseh[, T was gonhha starve o death. So
T decided +o aC‘l'uo\”)/ b“}' a Cahcly Gram for a

GIRL and see how that went.

It would be “sweet™ 1f ¥

[

away fromymsuel eoglist Pyt cltdidhe wanBto
Valentine’s Day dance! ¢
risk

m7/ w%o|e quar‘l'g on o\a& persoh, so %’

&
ot n%: mohe @wor% ,5_.,’(“0

S I+" +]'~e answer 15
no, F]ﬁ:se hund .,;05"
+his +o Julia o’

sure 1 e

Dear Adrianne,
It would be “sweet’

1t



you’d go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!
Signed,
Dreg Heftley o

P.S. Tf +he answer is who is

no, please hand
f Barros,
+this to Julia
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Adrianne and Julia were both giving me dir’ry look s
when T walked into class +oda>/, so Lm assuming

its a no from J(>o+)n of ‘H\em.

T realized a Cahci)/ Gram isnt the ONLY way
to ask a girl fo a dance, though. There's a girl
named Leighann Marlow who sits in the same chair
for homeroom that T sit in for History class. So

T wrote her a note on m7/ desk, and it didn+

. Frimg 2o tha dames with you.
If you are 'uukms Laighamm.

'HJ'I" someone +o do
+o +he dance uiﬂ?r edr 67"'5';9

&

ust le+ me know I
@v\grrhu%‘lﬂ;k I for sofﬁg\&g&a\;@oycu

il
e [ O.'l""-& 'PS. Wi }"DU I"ﬂdﬂ")f
&e+eh+iohe‘iss t!gff ﬁ(-l')ne Sa oom as Histo 5??

ﬁﬁ]' HARA AR

Leia}\ahh even \-\aJ a c‘mhce o reqci m7/ no+te.

Hi Dreg - T am sorry



Hi Leighann-
Tf you are Iookma

for someone to 90

+o the dance wH'\-\,
Just let me know
b}/ wn'-h'hs back.

Greg Hefhley

but T'm mot interested in
Soiha ‘o 'H\e dance wiﬂ\ 7/ou.

Peo\r Gre
Yes T wil ‘930 ‘o

+he Jahce wrﬂw
an PoSo Wl 7/OU r

HAR |
HAF



Tm \Dre++7 nervous, because it seems like there
arent rea||7/ a lot of sirls lef+ to choose from at

+his point.

One Sirl who doesn+ have a date 7/e+ is Erika

Hernandez. She Just broke up with her boyfriehd .

A ow, w"\o 1S fo\mous El\ olr

this | kid

:}\o . The

Sticky situation: Jamar Law gets a little help from Mr. Lewis after
getting his-head-stuck mrachair during s Morans-artclass:




Sticky situation: Jamar Law gets a little help from Mr. Lewis after

getting his head stuck in a chair during Mrs. Moran’s art class.

Erika is really Vre‘Hy and nhice, so dont ask me
w}m+ s)ne was -H-\ihkiha w%eh s‘-\e started soihs ouvt

with a doofus like Jamar.
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She WOULD be at the top of my list for the
dance. But T'm worried that if +)nih35 worked out

between me and her, T'd alwa

NOW KISS
THE BRIDE!

PUCKER



’ﬂxe Erika Herhahdez situation has made me
wonder what other girls mish'f have a Jamar Law
in their past. T+s hard +o keep track of who
has gone out with who in my school, and that's
important information when you’re lookihs for a
date to the dance. So T drew up a chart to see

how eVeryohe n my srac}e IS cohhec+ecl.



Thve still got a |oh3 way to go, but here's the

ihcom\ale-h’. version.

\ LIKES
\
1
1
i
- E : LIKES
e = :
- - )
S - ]
\— - ’- Sl -} . K
-~ i =
J/ e LIKES
T
! N
¥

VDATING q&% LIK]
- 7,
o, o™ A O % LIKES
= BROKE UP

WITH
CURRENTLY
AVAILABLE
LIKES CAN'T
STAND
LIKES LIKES DATING

DUMPED



BROKE UP
WITH

’ﬂ\e person T'm worried about is a boy named
Evan Whitehead. TVve heard him brassihs +hat

he'’s kissed a bunch of different sirls n my srac}e.
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But last week }\e 30+ sent }\ome from schoo|

because he had the chicken pox, which T didnt

even know )/ou coulc{ still GET dhymore. So w\'\o

?

knows HOW man&/ 3ir|s Ev;;\‘ infected.

Julie Webber, because she's been going out with

Ed Norwell since the fifth srac}e. But The

heard +heir relo\+iohs\wi\> is a little shaky +hese



Jo\ys, so L'm gonha do what T can 4o helP sPeed

YOU CAN DO
BETTER
THAN HIM!

‘H‘\ihss o\|oh3.



iUQde¥

Uncle Gary told me that if T want a sirl to go
o -H-\e dance wi-H-\ me, :[’m gonha )naVe +o ask )ner
face-to-face. TVve been +r7/ih3 to avoid 'H\a‘l', but

T +hink Ke’s \Drobably n's\ﬁ.

There’s a 36r| hamed Pe7/+oh Ellis who Tve always
kih& of )nad a crus)n on, ah& w)neh I Saw )ner

drinking froer founty roye erd \E
€ and waited patigntly [for her o

s L) ol fthe
wak [gonma ask

her to the dance, so she Jus‘r ke\ﬁ drihkihs and

An’hkihs while T stood +here like a Jo‘)e.

(AHEM)



GLUG
GLUG
GLUG

EVeh+ua||7/, the bell rang and we both had o 90

+o class.
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T barely know Peyton, so maybe it was a bad idea
to 4ry and ask her anyway. T realized T should
probably stick with girls who Tve got some kind of
a connection with. The first person to come to mind

was Beﬂ-\qh)/ Breeh, m7/ lab \)o\r+her in Science.

But T dont think TVve made such o sood

imPressioh on Be-ﬂxo\h?/. We're in the middle of our

aha+om>/ vhit, and for +he \7%&‘%% s we

Beﬂ\o\h)/ do the &issech'hs while T stand on the

o+)ner sic}e of +)ne room +r7/ih3 not +to +¥\row up.

GAG GAG
GAG



Seriously, -H'\ousk, in +his c}ay and age T dont
know w}-\y were still wwiting open fross to see

wha-f’s ihside +¥\em.



1f Somebody tells me there’s a heart and intestines

inside a frog, Tm willing to take their word for it.

I was Pre-H'y haﬂ))/ I 3°+ Paired up wi-H\

Beﬂ\dh)/ as lab partners. T remember back in

e ml )
AND LISngEﬁSE

CLEAN THE ‘ —
dV\d\-I&"l'gBD#R[ﬂB somethin 3e+\c:a/r dbﬂ\e er

WOOOO00!

henever o teacher Picke& a {307/

CLEAN THE
WHITEBOARD?

WOO
WOOOC



When T got \Dicked to be lab partners with
Beﬂmhy, T was *\o‘)ihs for some kind of reaction
from the rest of the class. But T guess eVeryohe)s

ou+3rowh +)na+ stuff.
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__.‘- ——E—————————

£ "WOO WO00,"
5 RIGHT GUYS? WOO wOO0,”

B RIGHT, GUYS?

Even ‘H’xous}\

L%{Z K‘ﬁ’“ieﬁ? Beﬂmhy with
HEE HEE HEE!
my dissection skills, ous}ﬁ' ok mia)n-l'

\-\qu a s\\o+ "' + : wanht ‘o brag or
ﬁﬁéy hilarious
B

LOOK AT ME!
HEE HEE HEE!

lab parfheri S




A+ +he end of the Jay 7/es+erda7/, T walked up
+o Be'ﬂmh)/ when she was 3e+‘h'h3 her coat out

of her locker.



T admit T was a little nervous +a”<ih3 to her
even -H-\ous}\ we S\)ehd for+7/-1[iVe minutes eVery
c}ay as lab partners. But before T got a sih3|e

word out, T started about the frogs.

GACHEHNERR| me
GAG

GAG GAG
GAG

Las+ his)n‘f w)neh I was +e||ih3 Uncle Gdt")/ about

what \\o\\)\)ehed at school, he said my \)roHem



IS +\'\o\+ I’m ‘h’)/ih& to do ‘H\is on m7/ owh and I
heed a "wihsmah" +o }\el\a me look sood in front of

+)ne Sirls so its easier to ask one out.

Well, T +hink Rowley would be a PERFECT

wihgmah for me, because he makes me look Sooc}

Just {)7/ {)eihg Nimsel£.
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TRIP

ihsmah, but he

didnt rea||7/ understand the concept. So T +old
Kim it's Just like {)eiha my campaigh mahager, but

for +he dance.



Row|e)/ said maybe we could be EACH OTHER'
wingman and help each other get a date +o the
dance, but T said we should do this one person
at a time. T feel like we need to get my
situation taken care of first, because getting
Rowley a date 4o the dance could end up being

a |oh3-+erm pro Jed'.



We gave the wihgmah ﬂ\ihs a trial run at lunch, but

om for im\aroVemeh-i'.

HEFFLEY HAS REALLY
STRONG MUSCLES.

”)Urde¥

On the walk home from school +oda7/, Row|e7/ +old

me }\e \'\eard from a 36r| on -H'\e Dance Committee
+ha+ Alyssa Grove Just broke up with Rer

boyfriehd and is |ookih3 for a date o the dance.



See, thats EXACTLY why T made Rowley my
wingman. A|7/$$o\ is one of the most popular girls
in my school, so T was gonha have 4o act quick
before one of the other goobers in my class got

to her.
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When T got home T called Alyssajs humber rish'l'
away, but no one was ﬂ\ere. ﬂ\e ahswerihs mac%ihe

knew

\)ickec} up reo\lly fast, and

UM...YES...THIS IS
e. GREG HEFFLEY

SPEAKING...AND,
UH, I™ CALLING
REGARDING, UM...

T was |eavih3 a messa

UM...YES...THIS IS

- GREG HEFFLEY

SPEAKING...AND,
UH, I'™M CALLING
REGARDING, UM...

v,

HELLO, THIS IS GREG
HEFFLEY SPEAKING,
AND I™ TRYING TO
REACH MELISSA TO
SEE IF SHE WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN...

T Kt +he "\Douhcln ke T aou

delete my message and start over.

message wash+ that 3rea+, either.



HELLO, THIS IS GREG
HEFFLEY SPEAKING,
AND I'™M TRYING TO
REACH MELISSA TO
SEE IF SHE WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN...

DANG
IT!



T mustve recorded +weh+7/ messages, because T
wanted to get it just ris)(\+. But Rowley was in

+¥\e room wiﬂx me +r7'ih ay ¢ letely silent,

HELLO, THIS IS

and whenever T lopkedtt HE.F@—ED/S-}APAR e+e|>/
7 | g BWAH HA

log} i+ WAl

IPOMgTHIS 1S
} HEEELEY AND

BWAH HA
HAN

HELLO, THIS IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I™
CALLING ON BEHALF OF

SNARF?

f.m\:-“‘
D
After a while ﬁahd Rowl st +o+a||7/

*\dvihs fun ahc} soo'fihs drouhcl.

HELLO, THIS IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I™M



CALLING ON BEHALF OF

SNARF!
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T knew there was no way T could leave a serious
message while Rowley was at my Nouse, so T

deleted the last one and hung up the phone. T
figured T might as well just wait until +omorrow

morhing and talk o Alyssa in person.

But w‘wcﬁ j: didnt know was +¥\a+ H‘Hihs -H-\e
"\Douhd" key didnt delete my messages on the
Groves’ Vvoice mail sys+em ‘H\e way it does on ours.

tonight there was a knock on

Vi

Mr. Grove told Dad that me and my friend had

lef+ +weh+7/ Vro\hk messages on his machine and
+hat he'd appreciate it if we never called his

*\ouse agaih.



So I guess I’m gonha )naVe ‘o $crd+c\'\ Alyssa

off m7/ lis+.



Monday

Uncle Gary told me if T really want o send the
right sighals to girls at school, T might consider
vpdating my wardrobe. He said that wearing a

hew shirt or new shoes always makes him feel more

cohfideh'h and it mis}ﬁ' work for me , too.

c}xeck -H\e ‘h:\ss n m7/ underwear for Proo-(.

Rodrick
Greaory



T never r‘ea“y cared much about what T wore, but
now Uncle Gar7/ Nas me wohc}erihg f my wardrobe

1S hoHihS me back.
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This weekend T asked Mom if we could go out and
get me some new jeans and shoes so T could really
look s\mr\) at school, but the minute T said i+ T

wished T could take i+ back.

Mom gave me a long sPeec\\ about how kids in
middle school focus too much on appearances, and
how if we spent half +he time on academics that we
do on decidihs what to wear, our couh-h’)/ wouldnt

be ranked +weh+>/--fi1[+¥\ in the world in math.

\\% .
u|c}h+ roR W
ole bu .
"\

fact, when Mom was on the PTA, she started o

Pe‘h"h’oh \)us)niha for sd\ool uhiforms because s\'\e’d

read some article that said kids who wear uniforms



Jo better in aco\clemics.



Luck.'l)f, she didn+ get ehoug\\ sighatures, but
wor‘d soJr o\rouhd ﬂ'\oﬁ’ m7l mom was ﬂ'\e one w‘wo

started the school uniform petition, and there was

a s+re+c\-\ of a few weeks w\'\ere I \-\o\& +o wait a

i')?,/was

o\%o '}\eo{ e7/




Since Mom wouldn* take me out clothes s)no?\)ihg,
T decided 4o start Pokihs around the house o

see if there was ahyﬂxihs cool T could wear.

T started b)/ going ‘H\roua\'\ Rodrick’s dresser
c}rawers, but I dont ‘H\ihk we ‘\aVe -H\e same

taste when it comes to clothes.
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Uncle Gary told me T should look in Dad’s closet,

‘o 3-’Ve it a +r>/.



Tm 3|ad Uncle Gary gave me +hat tip, because

believe i+ or not, T found EXACTLY what T was

|ookih3 for in the back of Dad’s closet.



T+ was o BLACK LEATHER JACKET. TVe
hever seen Dad wear it, so 1 -fisurec} }\e must Ve

{)ous)fﬁ it before T was born.

hpo that cool, and



T put it on and went downstairs. Dad seemed
Pre-Hy surPrised to see his old leather Jacke‘l',
and he said he bous\-ﬁ' it back when he was first

Jaﬁhg Monm.
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T asked Dad if T could borrow it, and he said he

didnt need i+ ahymo so it was OK b}/ him.

Uhfor+uha+e|7l, om wash+ on Bbard with the
idea. She said +he Jacke+ was way too expensive
for a middle SC\'\ool student to wear and ‘H\o\+ j:

i H’ dqma e it or lose i+.
9 9



T told her that wasnt fair, because it was Just
si++ih3 in the closet sdﬂ\erihs dust, so it didnt
really matter if 50me+hih3 )naﬂ)ehec} to it. But
Mom said the Jacke-f sent the "wrohs messase" and
that, besides, it wasnt a winter coat. So she +old

me Yo put it back in +he upstairs closet.



But when T was in the shower this morning, T
Just couldnt stop thinking about how awesome i+
would be to wear that thing to school. T knew T
could probably sneak it out of the house and put it

back in the closet later without Mom even noticing.

So while sHe was fee ing Man

HERE COMES
THE AIRPLANE!



The first -H'\ihg T have +o say is, Mom was ris\ﬁ

about ﬂ\e J’qcke'f not beihs a winter coat.

134



That +Hh3 didnt have any sort of lining, and

‘wo\l-fway to school T was starting to reqlly regret

CHATTER
CHATTER

Il

My SloVes were in my or coat at home, and

m7/ hands were FREEZING. So T shoved them

in the \Docke-fs of the Jacke-h but there was

someﬂxihﬁ n eac\w one.



STUFF

There was a reo\lly cool pair of aviator suhslasses
in one of the \)ocke+s, so that was a bonus. Tn
‘H-\e o+\-\er -H-\ere was ohe of -H'\ose \m’c+ure s+ri\>s

you get at a \))no-fo booth in the mall.



At first T didnt recoghize the \760\7‘?- in the

\)ic-h;re, but -H-\eh I eatized it was Mom and Dad.

T reo\lly wish T hadn+t seen that ri3¥\+ after



ea‘h'hs break fast.

GAG GAG
GAG
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When T 30+ +o school ) eVery head +urned in m7l

direction as T walked down the %o\llway.

—

1

Tn fac+, T 30+ so much attention that T
decided o kee\) +he Jacke'f on the rest of +he

day. T fel+ like a whole new persoh in homeroom.



A few minutes before the bell rang to start +he
day, there was a loud khockihs on the little

wihdow n ‘H’\e cioor.



T Jus+ about had a heart attack when T saw who

it was.

=
POUND

S+r'o\i3¥\+ to my desk and made me hand over Dad’s

leather Jacke‘t in front of eVeryohe.



T +old Mom i+ was too cold outside for me o

walk home without a Jacket so she gave me HER

winter coat to wear.
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T wasnt too \mﬂ))/ about the situation, but at

3{-—'@5 warm iﬂ\c way hom

vy whose Mom made him wear her winter coat. So

+his is gonhha make it a lot harder for me to find

a Ja‘!’e to +)ne do\hce.



ﬂmﬁ)s w%y '\:Ve decided m7/ best s\\o+ is to take
someone who DOESN’T go o my school to the
dance. And T think TVve found +he \Der-{ec-f \)lace

1o look: church.

T Ve heard +hat the students at +he church school

No/ap 1o spubhe

CHILLIN'.

run into one of mflEids
lay i+ real-%oel |
P 7:#?,%({ 'gf

WHAT’S UP '™ JUST
BRO? CHILLIN'.

BUMP



Recehﬂ)/, Mom has become friends with Mrs.
S+n'h3er at church because +)ne>/ both worked on

+he Fall Fair Committee.
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The S+rih3ers have 4wo kids who go to the church
school, a boy hamed Wesley and a 36r| hamed

Lavrel. Tve never ac+ua||7/ seen \/\les|e7/, so he must

MR. LAUREL MRS.
STRINGER.  STRINGER - STRINGER

MR. LAUREL
STRINGER STRINGER

A few hi3¥\+s ago Mom invited the whole S‘h’ihser
family over +o our house for dinner this 'Fri&ay.

T +hink she’s \-\opihs Mahhy and Wesley will click

STRINGER



and Mahhy can be friends with a real live person

‘{Or once.

But T can see a real oP\)or-l'uth here for ME.
Laurel is in my Srade, and she’s better |ookih3
than most of the sirls in my class. So this dinner

could reqlly c\-\ahse my fortunes.



Frida;z

Mom spent a |oh3 time getting +he Nouse rea&y
before the S+rih3ers came over, and when T +ook

a look around, T realized T'd better PHC\'\ n, too.

There were em{)arrassihs ﬂ\ihss all over the

\)|ace. For starters, we st{l Christmas

tree up in the livina oo 00 much work

+o JESmo\h-Hg i lllk < @oVed it n
\

+)ne garage.
BOINK LG

A




DOINK

There were dia\aers +a\>ec} on all the corners of
our fo\mily room furniture that were lef+ over from
when Mom baby-\)roofed +he Nouse after Mo\hhy

started crawliha.
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She used \""ck"hﬂ tape to hold the dia‘)ers in

\)lace, and THAT e+ off.

B

£~ RUNT)

S WHEEZE)

and \'\o?ed hobody would want 1o sit +here.

L1777



Next was the kitchen. There’s a bulletin board on
the wall with different certificates and ribbons

+hat Mom has given us kids over the years.



E ver ‘H‘\ih with my name on it is reall lame, so
Jaatignd /A /

o *@k C([ \'\e Wall and hid i+ in the ?ah-try.
* QAL"EAJQY'C[ ?‘famewar# '@Jfﬁﬂutrrmra

1s hereby given to . T W s s
on dF-EEB sadaa] va | .
musel 1 FH——— Hom¢work Without Tears
/ s C 8 [ x :“_:f
P LT u::rv,'-.- :" o " . B i ] Gre O
2 hErebr—stetn ”“‘-—-‘*-—-’*-—-' — gory
Lhagety n
Grégory ...
on
may 1st dress
myself!
for  ¢leaning his plate
without being asked
Gregory

Mahh7' was afraid of some kid at church who acted

like a vam?ire? Well, i+ turns out that kid was



\/\les|e7/ S'h'ihser.

HISSSS!

SCREAM!!

144



So any hope Mom had of Manny making a new
friend was completely out the window. Manny
skipped dinner and spent the rest of the night
hiding in his bedroom, which T wish T could've
done, because Mom made a fancy meal +o impress

our 3ues+s.

]:-f was cream of mushroom c)nickeh wi+’n asparagus

Paragus is suPPosed to be really

T didnt want 4o look uhSO\?HsﬁcaﬁFed n front
of Laurel, ‘H‘\ous%, so T decided to Jus+ close m7/

eyes, ‘)lus my hose, and choke it down.

ACK!



SPLUTTER!

The grown-ups talked about Poli‘h’cs and stuff
+hat wasnt all that interesting, and me and

Laurel just had +o sit there and listen.



Mom told Mrs. Stringer about some 1[ahc7/
restavrant s)ne goes o wiﬂ-\ Dad w%eh -H-\ey haVe

a “date hi3¥\+," and Mrs. Stringer said that she

and \'\er \-\usbahd can hever go out for dinner

T told Mrs. S-h‘ihser +hat if Hwe)/ ever need a

babysi-H'er, +)ne7/ should call ME.



T figured it's a way 4o get in good with the
Stringers and get paid doing it. Mom liked the
idea, 100, and she said babysitting would be a
great experience for me. Mrs. Stringer seemed
pretty impressed, and she asked if T was free

tomorrow, so L told her T was.
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T dont want o get too far ahead of myself
}\ere, but I’m sure onhe dd)/ :[,“ be si‘H’ihs ar‘ouhcl

with the Stringers on ’ﬂmhkssiviha and we'll all be

SLAP

aas] ' akdal
!

—_—
Sd‘l’urdh:\?(

Tohis)n‘i' Mom cirov\aed me off at the S+rih3ers’

house at 6:30.



Mrs. Stringer said Laurel had already gohe to a
friend’s \\ouse, which kind of s+uhk, because T was
‘\0\).’?\3 I mis}\‘l' 3e+ Yo see }\er‘ for a few minutes

and talk to her about the dance.



Mrs. S+rih3er said L should put Wesley to bed at
8:00 and that -H'\ey’d be Nome around 9:00. She

+o|d me 1 couH wa+c¥'\ TV until ‘H'\ey soJr "\ome
S -
fiddés

and to help myself 478 +}uL in
\’/L prfe M
" =

@]

After Mr|

me and \/\Jesley. T asked \f\]esle)/ if Re wanted o
\)|a7/ a board game or SOmeH\ihs like that, but he

said he wanted to 90 out in the garage and 3e+



his bike.
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T told him it was +oo cold +o ride his bike outside,
but he said he wanted o ride i+ INSIDE. The
Stringers have a really hice house, and T was
pretty sure they didnt want Wesley scratching vp
their hardwood floors. So T 4old him we needed +o

find 50me+"\ih3 else to do.

\/Jesle]' had a buse fit. After he calmed—down he
CLICK : ;ﬁgj L
told me J G :_= to color instead. 1 asked him

pemg|l [EEO)

D |l \
where| K7 el ing stuff was, h@s dl FF @s n
the lqubdtf doom—Big getit, T

e
Keard the latch on the door lock behind me.

CLICK



ﬂ\eh ]: hear& +¥\e garage door open, and +¥\e
next ‘Hnihs T knew \/\]esley was ridihs around the

kitchen on his bike.



T ?ouhc}ed on the door for him o let me out, but

W%‘ Shoreg me.

RUMBLE
RUMBLE
RUMBLE

M’n bas

a rum{>|ih3 SOUhJ fo we

could Kear \/Jesley cryihg at the bottom of the

stairs, and T started o panic because it sounded



like he was really hort.

RUMBLE
RUMBLE
RUMBLE

CRASH
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But then \'Jes|e7/ calmed down, and T could hear

Kim Jrassihs his bike back up +o +he +oP of the

stairs. Then he rode down the stairs and crashed

at the bottom AGAIN, followed {>7/ MORE +ears.

T am not exaggerating when T +ell you +his went

on for an hour and a ha
RUMBLE

would w ;.rl', b
N UMBLE

remem

£

L]

ﬂwoug}x‘r Wesley
F )n never did. ]:

9efs id ‘H’\e)/ couldnt

;iz gi %E—h’
find a_bd ) HerYfor Weslé

starting to make a lot of sense.

RUMBLE
RUMBLE
RUMBLE

CRASH



T figured T was gonna have to punish Wesley
for locking me in the laundry room once T got
out of there. What he DESERVED was a good
spanking, but T figured that probably wouldn't

1[|7/ with the S+rih3ers.



T decided T4 SEVe \/Jesley a time-out, because
+hat's what my parents qlwa?/s did when T

misbehaved as a little kid. Tn fact, when T was

little T . -30+ time from R ICK.

{)dbysﬁ"h'hs me.
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One time 1T was +\\rowih3 a ball in the house

while T was home alone with Rodrick, and T

accideh‘l‘aNy knocked over a weddi \D)no+o of Mom
and me % |

for ]

broken \)ic+ure a
TP T

didnt need to SEVe me a Puhis\wmeh‘h because I’J

a|reqd7/ gotten a time-out from RODRICK.



But Mom said +he oh|7/ People who could hand
ouvt ?uhis\'\meh-i's were her and Dad, so I ended

up serv'hs a DOUBLE +ime-out for breqkiha

+hat pture.

A

BRUSH
BRUSH

]: -fisured Wes|e7/ deserved a TRIPLE +ime-out
for |ockih3 me in the |auhcir>/ room. But it was

getting \Dre++7/ late, and T knew it would look

bad if +he S+rih3ers came home and T was still



locked inside.

So T started looking for another way out. There
was a spare freezer blocking a door to the back
deck, so T ?us\wed with all my might and gave
myself just enough room to squeeze through and

open the door.
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e < ¥ [ [(GRUNT)
U @f L (WHEEZE) (GRUNT)

(WHEEZE)

ESEs I [

|
O

T+ was rea||7/ cold outside, and T was oh|7/
wearing a T-shirt and pants. T 4ried o open

the front door, but it was locked.

T walked around +the house and tried all the

wihdows on ‘H’\e first floor until I -Fouhd one

+hat was unlocked. T +hen Pusked it open and



crawled inside.



T landed headfirst in someone’s {)edroom, and after

7~

|

T loo ro ﬁﬂ realized it must be Laurel’s.

because in the time T was in Laurel’s room, Mr.

o\hci Mrs. S+rih3er came "\ome.

AAAHHH...
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Hopefully , we canh all have a Sood chuckle about
-Hm's s+or>/ at some future ﬂahkssivihg, +00. But
T think its gonha be a while before Mr. S+n‘h3er

is reo\dy to laus\-\ about this one.

Wedhesdo\¥

After blowihs my chances with Laurel S+n'h3er,

I_\)_re++7 much gave uvp on fihdihﬁ someone p
s ff

o

L

S\Demha Sa+urda>/ hi3¥\+ at me Playiha w\;i-cieo

games {>7/ myseh[.



But 7/es+erda7/ Row|e7/ gave me some news after
one of \-\is Dance Committee mee'h'hss -H-\a-l'

changed EVERYTHING.



He said Abisail Brown was vpset Jurihg +he
mee+ih3 because +)ne boy she was soihs wiﬂ\,

Michael Sam\)soh, has a fo\mily oblisa'h'oh and had

Yo canjgelon he f’g"! oV
ho o 90 e J ACE

So the stage is set for me to swoop ih and be
the hero. T +old Rowley this was his biﬁ chance

Yo come ‘H’\rous*\ as m7/ wihsmo\h and ‘\ook me up

with Abigail.

The +)nih3 is, Abisail doesn+ reqlly know me, and
T kind of doubted shed 90 1o the dance with a



person she doesnt know. So T +old Rowley he
should +ell Abisail the +three of us could go o the

dance TOGETHER as a "srouP of friends.”

Row|e7/ seemed to like that idea because he's been
c}oiha all this work on the Dance Committee and

didnt have ahyohe +o 90 wi-Hw, either.
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T fisured the three of us could go out to dinner,

and at the restavrant A’Disail would get to see

IT SEEMS LTKE

el oo gt oo fed P AREYSTT
/| 40

THAT GREG WAS

seats in our miniVanh are crus’red with old Cheerios

and God knows what else. Plus, \-\avihs Mom aloha

on my date could be a total disaster.

IT SEEMS LIKE
IT WAS JUST



YESTERDAY
THAT GREG WAS
IN DIAPERS!

T knew f T really wanted o impress Abisail,
T4 need to rent a limo, but +hose -H\ihss cost a

FORTUNE. Then T had an idea.



Row|e7/’s dad has a really hice car, so L fiaured we

could get HIM +o drive us. Abisaﬂ wouldn?t even

have 4o know Mr. Jefferson was Rowley’s dad. Tf

a

Of course, we wouldn+t be able 4o say ahyﬂxiha to

MR. JEFFERSON, either. Me and him kind of



have a bad \\is+or7/ , and L'm sure he wouldn® be

|ookih3 to do me ahy extra favors.

ﬂ\ihas started -fallihs into \)lo\ce +oc}a7/. Rowley
talked o A{)isail, and she likes the whole usrouP
of friends” idea. And on top of that, Mr.

Jefferson asreed to drive us to the dance.
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So now L'm kee\)ihs my fingers crossed that
ho+)nih3 will "\d\)?ﬁh between now and Sa-h;rciay

hi3¥\+ ‘o screw ‘H\ihss up.

Fﬂg}[

T told Uncle Gary about the dance, and he seems
even more excited about i+ than T am. He wanted
to know all the detals, Tke how many people were
gonna be there and if H\ey hired o DJ. But T
didnt know the answers to his questions, because
Row|e7/’s the one on the Dance Committee and

/
t delhrtment.

4

that stuff is kindlof h

I was more focused on fihdihg SOme—H\ihs o

WEAR. Uncle Gary told me if T rea||7/ wanht to

impress my date, T should wear a suit. T went in



Rodrick’s closet and found a suit that he ac+ua||7/

wore to one of Uncle Gar/s wec}dihss.



T couldnt find any cologne in Rodrick’s junk
drawer, but I DID find a bottle of that bo&)/
spray +)ne7’re always a&Ver-h'sihs on TV. T was

a little nervous about using it, ‘H\oug\-\, because if




My Great Uncle Bruce \msse& away a few years
ago, and T knew we had a box with some of his
Persohal stoff in the garage. T found a bottle of

his coloshe and tried a little on my wrist.

T+ made me smell exac+|>/ like Great Uncle Bruce,

bt T fa’gure its safer +than usihg +hat {3047/ S\m")"
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T even asked Dad +o take me to +he grocery
store, where T boug‘ﬁ a box of those Valentine’s
chocolates for Abisail. T never shouldve taken

+he ce||o‘>hahe off the box, thouah, because T've




Hope{ully, Abisail likes the coconut chocolates
and the ones that taste like +oo+¥\\>as+e, because

that’s all that's really lef+ at this point.

Sa-furda?(

Tohis)n-l' was the h@ﬁ of the {753 Valentine's Day

dance ) and it 30+ off to « REALLY roua)n start.



When T went over o Row|e7/’s house o get
reaciy, T noticed he had little red bum?s on his
face that looked like mosc‘uHro bites. But then T

LKEN POX

[ 1+

[

[

[

o—

_:%e schoo|
7 N

2t ) Ii
with cf\ickeh pox a few weeks 490, its been

sPrea&ihs like wildfire in my class.



ﬂxis \)o\s+ week four {)oys were sent \wome 57/ +\we
school nurse. T'm \)re++7/ sure one of +hose auys
was the Mad Pantser, because there havent been

ahy Pah-rsihg incidents since Tuesday.
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TVe Reard chicken pox are SUPER cohtagjous,
and whenever a kid gets +hem, -H'\e)/’re not allowed
to come back to school for a week. But T couldnt

a-fford o }\dVe Rowley out of commission for even

one NIGHT. He was my ride 4o the dance, and

T knew that if his mom and dad didnt let him

90, H\eh 1 couldnt ao, either.

SHRIEK!



Row|e7/ was gohna 9o s+r‘ai3\'\+ downstairs and ell
HS \Ddreh+s, but I +o|d }'\im to calm dowh ah& we‘ci

-Fisure +his out +03e+}\er.



T said if he could just get through +he night
without telling anyone, T'd owe him for the rest
of my life. All he needed to do was cover vp his
chicken pox and not make a big stink to his
parents. We'd both go to the dance and have a

great time, and no one would even have to know.

But Row|e7

s+ro\|'3"\+, and T had o siVe him two coconut
c}\oco|d+es +to quie‘f \'\im c}owh.

CHEW

SMACK

Now that Rowley knew he had +he chicken Pox,



he was going CRAZY with the i+c¥\ih3. So T

30+ some socks out of }\is dresser and ?U+ +¥\em

on his hands.

RUB RUB
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T figured Rowley's mom and dad probably knew
what chicken pox looked like and we had to find
a way to cover them up. So we went into his
parents’ bathroom and looked through his Moms
makeup kit fo see if there was anything we could

use. 1 found some stuff called "cohcea|er," and

+hen tried to cover up +he \Droblem areas oh

Rowley’s face.

DAB
DAB



But you could totally tell that Rowley was wearing
makeup. So T grabbed a silk scarf from +he

top of Mrs. Jefferson’s dresser and told Rowley
to put it on and cover up around his mouth.

Then T noticed he had a few chicken pox on his
FOREHEAD, so T found a beach hat in his moms

closet and had him put +hat on, oo.



Tm not gonha say Row|e7/ looked +o+all7/ hormal,

but at least youcbr tell he had +he chicken pox.




When T oPehed the back door +o 3e+ n, T was
pretty 5ur\>rised to find Rowley’s old booster seat

+akih3 up ohe of the s‘>o+s.
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T asked Rowle)/ w}y he still had a booster seat in
his, dad’s car, and he said H\e)/ Jus*l' hever ook
tﬁ nce OQF :--;-“ A\ 0 ‘.; Xo.

d a little Yoo tall whenever he drove
R e ———

i+

[TTT]

Rowley se
e V.

e ] b vntdiesel

il7/.

MH}\ hy



T knew we )nad to +take +)na+ +)nih3 out before we
went o ‘)ick up Abisail, becauvse a limo com\)o\hy

would never have a booster seat in one of its cars.



But 7/ou needed to be some kind of an ehsiheer o
ﬁsure out *'\ow o tho ‘H‘\e cldS? on ‘H‘\d+ ‘H’\ihs.
B)/ +hat point we were a|reo\c1)/ late ?ickihs up

Abisail, so we had to Just leave i+.

\/\nweh we Peted_ado Abio\il’ TV a7/, I asked

Mr. JC‘F{C ;:':: g s 0 4! '.'~_ S N ¢ }\er khow

we were +¥\ere.

But Mr. Jefferson wouldnt honk the horn,

because he said that's no way to treat a "lady."



He said one of us was gohha have o go +o Ner

front c}oor and “escort her.

Rowley started to get ovt, but T realized +his

was my {363 c‘mhce to make a 300& first im\)ressioh

on Abigail. So T walked vp to +he house and

knocked on the door.
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But A’Disail -l' comg-

DA - DAppet

e - g
rdoppr, or K J
T Y A Y

] ke

KNOCK
KNOCK
KNOCK



Mr. Brown said Abiaail was upstairs getting reo\dy

and s}\e’c} be down in a minute.



He told me to come inside and have a seat while
T waited. T+ fel+ like we were sitting +here an

HOUR waiting for Abisail to come downstairs,

ang

Mri

TICK TECK
TICK

T Hinall A]ecidecl this was way ress|| for

a Valentine's Pay dance and was ready to bail out.
But ria)n-l' as T went to leave, Abisail came down

‘H\e stairs.
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The first thing T noticed was that Abigail was
wearing a really \7°°’[7' dress, and T knew there
Was ho_ way the three of us were gonna fit in

the backseat of Mr. Jefferson’s car. But there

was Nho way T was sitting in Rowle/s booster

adVah‘l'o\se of that.

Mr. Jefferson had a ?i|e of papers in +he



passenger seat becavse T guess he was ‘>|o\hhih3 on
&oihs his taxes or SOmeﬂ\ihs while he was waiting

for us at +)ne c}dhce.

T+ was too much of a hassle to move all +that
stuff, so T decided +o Jus+ ho? in the wa7/ back

of +he car so we could get on with the his)n‘h



Abigail didn+t seem too bothered by the fact that

Row|e7l was sitting in a booster seat, and T'm

HEE HEE
HEE!
! BEING FUNNY )
_ ON PURPOSE! /
But humor is kind of MY thing, and T wasnt
about to let Rowley steal my +hunder.
HE'S NOT
BEING FUNM

o 1p ON PURPOS



T+ 3°+ kind of quie-f in the car, so T asked

Mr. Jefferson if he could turn on the radio. But
instead of ‘)U‘H’ihﬁ on some music, he tuned in +o
some bon’hs talk radio station, and that's what we

had to listen to for the rest of the ride.
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THE DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL
AVERAGE FELL O.3 PERCENT
ORHINESNS SONEBHENPEDERAL

RESERVE RAISING
AVERRPEREST RATESCENTT AT /ot

ONNEWSYO 3555 HELP MY
i, INVESTMENT
RESERVE RA G PORTFOLIO!

THAT

WONT
HELP MY
INVESTMENT
PORTFOLIO!

Row|e7/ dhc} Abisdil 30+ into a conversation, bot

I was ri3¥\+ next to +\~\e s?eakers n -er back



and T couldnt rea||7l hear what ‘H\e)/ were So\yihg.

WHAT'S SO
FUNNY, GUYS?

PSST PSST HEE |

PSST HE!



When Mr. Jefferson Pu"e& over, 1 ﬂ\ous\ﬁ we were
at +)ne restavrant. But wed s+o?\>ecl at a re\)air

s\wo? to \)ick up Mr. Jeffersons vacuum cleaner.

At that point T wished T4 Just COUQ\'\CJ up
BU8 > VALUUIM




T'd made a reservation at Spriggo’s, which is that
fancy restaurant Mom and Dad are always talking
about. T knew it might be a little pricey, but T4
saved up a lot of mohey from chores and T reall)/

wanted to impress A{)iao\il {>7/ |ookih3 like a {363 shot.
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When we Pu”ed into the ?arkihs lot+, Mr.

Jefferson o?ehecl the back for me. But when

U !_y

om a

got %, ' edyr all thes

e )

i
T A
s HHTHTHH

I‘I
m

and s+a7/ back with his c}o\d, but he came ris)n‘t

a|oh3 wH'\\ us.



Spriggo’s



S‘)rigso’s was a LOT {fancier than T ﬂ\oug}ﬁ
it would be. When we walked in, +he host told

us this was an "uPscoJe establishment” and that

couldnt but that the restavrant had spare sports

Jo\cke+s I could borrow. /ﬂ\e onhe *\e gave me was a

li+tHe {353, bt T put it on anyway.
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When we sat down T noticed a terrible smell
ah& +ried +to figure out where it was comih3 from.

Then T realized i+ was coming from ME. T guess

SNIFF

T didn Tt lo & samebody else’s body

odor _éj".'hn didiner] S)Qusec} myseh[ to go to

the bathroom and scrubbed the s?or-fs chke‘l"s

underarms wi+\-\ soap and water, -H-\eh dried -H-\em

with the hand dryer.



VROOM



Well, +hat Just made i+ WORSE, becauvse the

heat activated +he B.O. and i+ S\)read.

mo\ybe we should Just skiP dinner and 90 ris\'ﬁ to
+he dance, but Abisail said she was reo\lly )nuhsry,

and Rowley said HE was starving, +oo.
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The oh|7/ other restaurant in the area was Corhy's,

and T +told them there was no way T was going

THERE. But Rowley said he reqlly likes +he

dessert bar at

swm&ed 300&

T was really starting to regret }\avihs Rowley
a|oh3 on this date, because if all he was gohha do

was take Abiﬁo\iljs side, T4 get outvoted eVery



sihsle time. But T didnt want to make a {>i3 deal
about it in ‘H\e middle of m7/ Ja‘h’., So I J'us+ bit

my |i\> and we walked three blocks +o Corhy’s.

Luckﬂy, T remembered about +he tie issve before
we walked in +)ne front cioor, and I stuffed mine

in my back \Docke‘f at the last second.



But T didnt have time to warn Rowley , SO how

SNIP

on a weekhig\ﬁ, but its a whole different scene on

a Sa-h;rcio\)/.



FLING
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’ﬂwe soocl news was ‘H\oﬁ' since we didnt \mVe ah7/
little kids with us, +)ne7/ didnt seat us in Children's
Alley. But the “adult” section of Corhy’s washt a

whole lot better. Al

| +hat separates the two sides
POUND

POUND
POUND POUND

table. But T wish we had Just s+a7/ecl where

. . ,
we were, because our new situation wasnt an



i mp rovement.



I didnt want to ask -Hwe waitress to move us a

SECOND +ime, because the last person you want

to make mad is H\e person w)no’s servih3 70“ 7/our

Our waitress brouSH S corn c\\i\)s, and Rowley

Rowley had the chicken pox, so T ke\ﬁ it hear me.



EVery time Rowley looked like he wanted chi\) , T

Pus‘we& one to }\im wiﬂw a straw.

SLIDE
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T couldn® remember if the chkeh pox is airborne )

so whenever Row|e>/ talked :[ }\eld my breath Just

MMRF

...AND THAT'S WHY m
FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT
THAT BEACH HOUSE AGAIN!

o THAT'S

MY
FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT

THAT BEACH HOUSE AGAIN! GA SP f



T +old Abisail and Rowley that T was \7“‘)"'“9 for
dinner so +\-\e7/ should get whatever -Hwey wanted.
T was +r7/ih3 to show off a little for Abisail by

‘H\rowiha m7/ mohey o\rouhd.



But when the waitress came back, Abigail ordered

TWO appetizers, and so did Rowley.

The waitress couldnt understand what Rowley

POTATO
PEELERS,
PLEASE!

T let my Jow go +o+a||7/ slack so the molecule



wouldnt get into my mouth. T tried 4o stay calm
on the outside, but on the inside T was +o+a||7/

{redkihs out.

186



T wanted o wipe my |i\> with my ho\\)kih, bot T4

c}r‘o‘)?ed it on +)ne floor dhc} couldh"i’ reach +. So

dis+ro\c+ec{ ahd +hen

MAIN
COURSE?

I'LL HAVE WHAT THE
LADY IS HAVING!

we/\ajnurjd/ qnq

[ Lt J—) .'
T bone s+ea , which s +)ne mos+ exPehswe item on
the menu, and Rowley got the same -H\ihs even

‘H\oua}\ T was +r7'ih3 to sisha| for Kim to order

RUB
RUB



50me+¥\ih3 c\\ea\).

I'LL HAVE WHAT THE
LADY IS HAVING!



When our food came out, m7/ \mmburaer had

le++uce and +omato on it, because a+t Corhy’s +he7/

ALWAYS get your order wrong. T ook off the

lettuce and tomato, but there was mo\yohhaise oh

m7/ burser , too.

/ -

When our m:i’rress came around l%aih, old
*\er I’d e d a bur e:r-: dh—ﬁ sk 1y L

e L)

she ]

off, Hb

the table.

SCRAPE



1 los+ m7/ a\:\)eﬁ‘fe after +¥\a+. But even if I
WAS )“Uhﬁrf' T \arobably wouldnt have finished
my meal anyway. Tf you clean your ‘alo\+e at
Corh/s, there’s a picture at the bottom that T

really cant stand.

188



T Just sat there and waited while Abisail and
Row|e7/ ate their steaks, and when +)ne7/ finished

T $i3h0|ed for the waitress to come over so 1T

desser+. The whole reason we came +o Corhy’s in

the first \)ldce was for the dessert bar, which



comes free with your meal. But of course Rowley

and Abisail each wanted to order a SPECIAL

dessert off the menu, which costs extra.



T got vp and found our waitress to tell her it was
Row|e7l’s birﬂ\day, because T knew then he'd aet

a free dessert. So a few minutes later the waiters

and |+res%>§Y|| Cqﬁ‘e out o\h4_ CS)G%U
i

DAY TE) YO
SdVe "\im \-\us




Abisail still ordered a +ri\>|e-|a7/er chocolate

c}\eesecake, which she ohly took two bites out of.

When the bill came, T couldnt+ BELIEVE how
much it was. T had 4o use all the mohey n my
wallet, and T even had +o \aull out the five dollars

I was keepiha n m7/ sock in case of an emersehcy.
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YANK

- l| r—X i I ] ..w.l |.,........
%‘Mke +Ne mone
k because i+ was a little 4... W
e /
0 e car g ** Jafferson if e had a
5? = %
five-dollar Hill Ke could :




When T got back to the +table, Rowley and
Abiﬁo\il were in the middle of a conversation, and

it seemed to me like 'H\e)/ were sitting a li++le

closer than when T4 left.



T ﬂ\ous‘ﬁ about Sivihs Abiaail a \\eads-u‘) +hat
she mis)ni' wanht o kee? Ker distance from Rowley,

but IFWTT

afraid shed bail on the ggge if she

W K

LI ]

which T'm sure seemed Pre*Hy weird o Abism'l if

she +)nou3}\+ he really was a \professioha| driver.



HAVE A
WONDERFUL
TIME!

HUG
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The theme of the dance was "Midhis\ﬁ in Paris,”
and 1 *-mVe to admit -H-\e Dance Committee did a

\)t’&‘H’)’ Sooc} Job. The 37/m was decked out to look

IiE ?“frrig ﬂ Frahcﬁ. Ibirewai-'a l|&h +ai_>Je se’T

We handed over our tickets and +hen 30+ n line

for \D)no+os. Each coU\vle had +heir picture taken in

front of a backdroy of Paris.



When i+ was our turn, T stood with Abi&o\il and

+he \))noJrosra\)}\er ShaPPeJ our \ﬂwo-fo. But T wish

Td known R l\owley Was_gohha —e*—.‘Fﬁ\— icture
2 P

ol %
WITH| us T et

M 6( Cﬁﬁf 1 ‘/Pries

Vilentine's Pance

d it.

Valentine’s Dance

Someﬂ\iha about the DJ looked familiar to me,

and when T 9ot closer T realized it was Uncle



Gary. Dont even ask me how HE 30‘!’ +he Jo{).
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Uncle Go\ry mustVe seen it as an o‘D‘Dor‘l‘uhH'7' to
uhload his T-shirts on my classmates. T+ was dark

)ne sym, so kids didnt know ﬂ\e)/ were 3e+‘h'h3

T-5HIRTS

D 5 O

SOUVENIR
T-SHIRTS
$5

One minute Abisaﬂ was s+ah&ih3 rish-f next to me,
and the next she was gone. T fihq“)/ S‘JO-H‘e& her on

the other side of +he 37/"\ +d|kih3 with her friends.



T walked over o them, but before T got there

-Hwe)/ all went into the sirls' ba+hroom +03e+¥\er.



T Nave no idea what it is about Sirls +that makes
-H'\em 90 to +)ne ’Dd‘H‘\room n 9roups, but SOme‘H\ihs

about it ha\)\)ehihs NOW reo\||7/ made me nervous.

I Jidh"f know w)na+ A{)isaﬂ ‘H\oua\ﬁ of me, bot I
lling frgr friends right
bd. ' m S ris\'ﬁ’ next

o) ent ere ahd

T could hear a lot of 3633|ih3, but T couldnt

really make out the conversation because of all +he



racket in the boys’ bathroom.

FLUSH
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T +tried 4o aet Peoyle to stop mdkihg hoise, but

it wa

SH%(HL-I!!! =

T+ 30+ quie+ on the other side of the wall, so T

looked like the dance was gohha get started for

real. But thats when some \)eople my Gramma’s age



started +rick|ih3 n.

Pari:



B)/ 8:00 +here must have been a hundred of +hem
crowded around -H\e entrance. T‘nere was Ssome Sort
of commotion between one of the teachers and a

few of the senior citizens, so T got closer to see

w‘-\q-l' was Soiha on.

The senior citizens claimed +¥\e7/’d booked +the aym
for a town meeting about the new Senior Center.
Mrs. Sheer told +hem she reserved the gy for

+)ne Jahce +wo weeks ago.

The Senior Center Peovle said us kids were gohha

Rave o clear out of the gym so -H-xey could have

‘Hweir mee+ih3.
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But then some of the Sirls on the Dance

Committee so+ n on ﬂ\e conversation, dhd it

»~—PARTITION

Just when it seemed H(d a gonha bredk
e L
ut, M eer 5u33es+ecrlg%ﬂk}l% d

we could put up the ?ar!'-l'i'ﬁoh in the middle of Hhe

ym and the seniors could have +heir meeting oh ohe

half and us kids could have our dance on the other.



PARTITION

SENIOR
DANCE CENTER
MEETING



EVerybody seemed to be able 4o live with that

Lt
of B

— s belalthe qzags kindel breegi b

what killed the mood was +he LIGHTS. There’s

oh|7/ onhe st'c)n for H\e oVerhedJ |i3\'\+s n ‘H\e

aﬂnz:\\}\md Igeiﬂxr N orgall
e senior citizens wanfed them on for their

mee-Hhs, so +)no\+ was +\~\e end of +)ne "Midh53¥\+ n

Paris” vibe over on our side of the gy
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ﬂ\e {)rish-l' |i3¥\+s were bad for Uncle Go\ry , ‘oo,

because now all the kids who bousH shirts from

5oii' ” riP\aed 01[1[, and +)ne7/

%&1' Ir mohe bo\ck.

him could see ‘H‘se?"cl

'-Iu-._‘ f} demah -.

BOTSON
BOTSON

Uncle Gary tried to distract eVeryohe 67/ turning

+)ne mMusic vp, and a lot of \Deoﬂe )nH' H\e dance

‘“OO\".



The girls danced in a big group in the middle of
the gym. Every once in a while a guy would 4ry to
dance his way into the grovp, but the girls had
formed a kind of wall that kept the boys out.

nT_really ohderstand that pntil T +ri
édICl—lA— ﬂ')dni'ﬂ.'fh
T

%e a mov break nta=the

+o+o\||>/ Ao ed=

-
LA-CHI CHA-CHI

cn-CHA!

82

One of the seniors came over to our side of the

s



gym and comPIaihecl +hat the music was too loud

and it needed to be turned wa7/ down.
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So Uncle Gary lowered +he volume {>7/ about 80%,

and then we could hear eVery word of the Senior

CeiteripertiBRD SHOW THAT MRS. FISHBURN
HAS SECONDED THE MOTION TO HAVE A
COFFEEMAKER TN THE KITCHENETTE.

a

__ P
That didnt seem to bother the girls, though. A

lot of them took out their \Der$ohd| music \>|o\7lers

and Jus+ ke‘)'f dahcihs.



B)/ +hat Poih‘f most of the {)oys had had ehous\\.
All that +ime beihs on their best behavior around

+he sirls had taken its toll, and a lot of the auys

Jus+ totallv.cut log e 'i' Q.

“"*eihh -!J;r

4? I\

uuuuuu

SNAP

Mrs. Sheer and the rest of +he c)na\)erohes tried

to calm the boys down, but it was %o\)eless. T+



was a reo\lly wild scene, and it was ac+ua||7/ getting

a little ddhserous.

T H\oush‘f about 30ih3 over {)71 ‘H\e bleachers +o
3e+ out of eVeryohe’s way, but at that moment

the Mad Pantser struck again and T decided T

was better off where T was.
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with Cherie Be"ahser.

SPLAT



Michael was the boy Abigail was SUPPOSED +o
go o the dance with, but T guess his "(amily

oblisaﬁohn s+or7/ was just a lie.



And \ju&sihs from the look on his face, T dont

5.expecting Abisaﬂ to be +here, pither.

CRACK

out In 'H\e corner of +)ne 37/m.



T did what T could o helP make Abisail feel
{)e-Her, but s)ne kind of }nac} a crowd around )ner,

so L'm not sure she ac+ud||7l hoticed.
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Righ‘f about H\o\‘l' +ime, +)ne Senior Center mee‘h'hs
wrc\ﬂ)ed vp, and o few of the seniors started

P{;EL ouA'. 0 ﬁﬁ c“nel\mhg

1---‘ — — § - I -I_ - ] .. =

ves e _retr MEFY
) ;r'\ Al ]~

and then +¥\ere was ho+}uh3 for \Deovle +o c}n\) n

the chocolate fountain.



CAFE AMOUR



So kids started s+icl<ih3 +heir fihsers dired’ly n

+he 'fouvti\r'\ T\ﬁ‘ﬁ[M uw 'qRorl asduh

!

I i

o Co BlTa Fact fens in —rhe «h,‘ ocolate

-v\

Als,oheer had -vﬂla 6he +dhcl back

One

fouh al

so she could fish it out when it cyclecl back +}\rou3\w.



Since the meeting was over, Uncle Gary turned

+he music back up-
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But the old folks started makihs sohg requests,

and the next ﬂ\ihs you knew, our Valentine's Day

was also starting to regret not wearing +he bo&y

spray T found in Rodrick’s Juhk drawer, because

Great Uncle Bruce’s cologhe was attracting People



outside '“7' age group.

SNIFF
SNIFF

WAVE



T+ was almost 10:00, and Uncle Gary anhounced
+hat the next song would be the last one of the

hish'l'. When the music started \)layihs, a few

kids Vo\urec} vp o\hd walked out on ‘H\e dance floor

T couldnt wait for +he song to ehd, because +his



dance was a total disaster, and T Just wanted
o 90 }'\ome o\hc} Play some Video games so 1 could

erase the whole experience from my bran.

But Just when T ‘l'\'\ouah'f +\-\ihss couldn4 aet any
worse, I Saw Ruby Bird and she was comihs n'3¥-\+

for me.

210



T didn* know if she was gonha ask me to dance
or if 1'& 50me)now done $ome+"\ih3 to make ‘-\er

mad ) but T did not want to end up 3e+‘h’h

| .
MM
escape, but 1ML|.‘.U.|1L

sl -I-ro\\)\)ec}. Luckily, Abisail walked risH' out of the

d ,Eé»r"s'g;ne wa)/

bathroom at that exact moment, and T srabbeJ

her hand Jus+ before Ruby 30+ to me.



Abigail's makevp was a mess from all the crying,
but T didn't really care. T was just happy to
have an excuse o get away from Ruby. And o be
honest with you, T think Abigal was happy +o
see me, Hoo, S0 T led her o ah empty spot on

‘H\e dance {floor.

1:& hever slow-danced wH'\w a sirl before , SO I

dumb. So we met in the middle, and +hat seemed

about ris)n‘l'.



Then T noticed something on Abigail’s chin. T+

was a little red bum\) +hat looked EXACTLY like

one of Rowley’s chicken pox.
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Now, before T say wha+t \\o\‘)\;ehed next, let me

Just exvlqih n my defense that T was alreo\dy on

edse about the whole chicken pox +)nih3.




T+ turns out i+ WASN’T chicken pox, +)nou3¥\. T+

was ust a pimple. When Abiaail was crying, her
Jost a pimp 9 ying

makeuP mustVe washed off her chin.

Ahyway, T know that NO\/\/, but dhyohe n m7/

shoes \)robo\{ﬂy would Ve reacted the same exact way

T did.



But T don+t think Abisail saw it that way, because

on ﬂ\e ride }\om

Nepwe ?u”eJ v f"" ail's house, Rowley

wal er to ‘H'\ ont -u}m as fine with
=

PDeCOo IIL‘—-- , -
l P |
‘J‘.‘“T.‘ TYH -

Q




CHEW
CHEW
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Wedhesda¥

A lot has )na\)?ehecl since the Valentine’s Day dance.

A few 447/5 ago Uncle Gary bous\ﬁ a buhch of

scratch tickets with the mohey Ke made se||ih3

T—shir-fs, and one_o

\IJOO

WOO HOO!M!

o

Q




The other bis hews is that T got a full-blown

case of the chicken pox.



T cant say for sure how T got them, but T
really ‘-\O\De it wasnt from Row|e>/, becavse Tm not

that crazy about the idea of a bunch of Rowley’s

T \Dre++7 sure T DIDN'T get the chicken pox

from Row|e7/, ‘H\ous}\. TVe seen him walkihs to
school the past few Jays, and from what T can

tell, he's been wearing his mom's makeu‘) on his



chin. So T think those red bumPs misk—f’Ve been

\)im\ales, Just like Abisail’s.

And sPeakihS of Rowley and Abiso\il, T heard
that the 4wo of +hem are a C°°P|e how. All T can
say is if thats +trve, it makes Rowley +he wors+

wingman in Hs+or7/.
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Thm su‘DPosed o S+d7/ Nome from school for at
least a week. The sood hews is that with eVeryohe

out of +)ne )nouse, I cah J(m-t)ns wi+)nou+

ahyohe {)O‘H\er

5

P

 AHHHHHHH!

BUBBLE

BATH BATH

SALTS

But T will admit all +hat ﬂoaﬁhs arouhd isnt as
Srea+ as T remember it, and after Jus+ an hour
your skin aets all wn‘hkly. So don+t ask me how T

lived +hat way for nine months.



Plus, T get a li+te |ohe|7/ beihs by mysel{ all Jay.
Or at least T THINK T'm alone. Toda7/ T had a

fresh towel next to the tub, and when T opehed

my e7/es it was gohe.

So either SOmebod/s messing with me, or Johhhy

Chedc}o\r 1S at it aaaih.
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Love is in the air—but what
does that mean for Greg
Heffley?

A Valentine's Day dance at
Greg's middle school has
turned his world upside
down. As Greg scrambles

to find a date, he's worried
he'll be left out in the cold
on the big night. His best
friend, Rowley, doesn't have
any prospects either, but that's a small consolation.

An unexpected twist gives Greg a partner for the dance and leaves
Rowley the odd man out. But a lot can happen in one night, and in the
end, you never know wha's going to be lucky in love.
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