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TO PRANAV



JUNE
Friday
I\c ‘I'hcr':}s ohe +hih3 I"v‘n: h:dl"hl:& from my )'u:nrs
of beihs a kid, its that )'ou have ZERO control

over Pfour‘ own life.

Ever since school let out, T havent had nh?(-fhihs
Tve needed +o DO or nn?rw}ncrt Thve needed +o
BE. As |oh3 as the dir-mh&i'ﬁohihﬁ was w:rrkihs
and the TV remote had batteries in i+, T was all

set for a n-.lnx;ha summer Vacation.

But then, out of +he blue, THIS }\d??ent&—

PACK YOUR BAGS.
WE'RE GOING ON
A ROAD TRIP!

)



This isnt the FIRST +ime Mom has sprung a rip
on us without any warning. Last year on the first
dn?l of SuMmmer, s’m: sm'& we were aoins u?sh‘l'c
for a few &a?ls +o visit Auh‘l‘ Loret+a at H‘se

nursi hg honr..

T+ wasn+ emﬂl?! my idea of a fun way to kick
off the summer. One time when we visited Aunt
Loretta ) her roommate 3rnbbtd me nh:! wnuHh'*l' let+
g0 until a staffer gave her a chocolate c}\i? muffin.

But Mom was Jusﬁ' HU'F'FH’\S about going o +he
nursins hornr.. A.*I' brenk{dﬁ ‘I'}\r. next mrhihsl shc
told us where we were REALLY going.



WE'RE GOING
TO DISNEY

Me and my brother Rodrick were l\u???r, because

we were both &r‘mdihﬂ sPehdihs the first week
of summer vacation ?1a>;ih3 shuffleboard at a

nursihs hnme.

But when m?f li+tle brother, Mnhhf, heard about
+he d-mhﬂe in ?inhs, he '|‘D'|'f.l"f LOST 4. Mom
had +alked up +he Auvnt Loretta trip so much
+hat Mdhh?? was dC"l‘Ud“}‘ EXCITED about going.




We ended up POSTPONING our +rip o Disney
so we could visit Aunt Loretta. Youd think Mom
would ve learned her lesson about surprise trips

after THAT one.

T know EXACTLY where this road trip idea
came from, because the new issve of "Fmily Frolic"

magazine came in the mail -I‘m]ny.

T£T had 4o guess, T4 Sn?f 90% of E!.rery‘l'HhS

we &n a5 d \cmrm'ly comes from .'.-_chu.s Mom 3:1'5 from
+hat magazine. And when T saw the latest issve,
1'. krew it was gohha 3&'!' Mom s whztls +urhih3.
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Family Frolic

m\ltmunmumrs:
=

S
! J

Tve flipped +through "'Famiip.r Frolic" a few times,
and T have to admit : +he ?ic'l'ures nlwnys make
t\ie.r'?(ﬂ\'ha look like a lot mf fun.




But there must be Sorneﬂ\ihs wrohg wH'h OUR
family, because we can never measure vp to the

ones 'H*.n}( show in +}~.c mnsnzihe.

i guess Moms not Sivih3 up, +housh. She said
this road -i'ri? IS gonna be awesome and that
s?thdihs a lot of time +ase+}\er in +he car will be
a "bahchhe'" experience for +he whole fdm?lp{.

£.43

T +ried 4o +alk her into le.'H’ihﬂ us do snme'l‘]'\ihs
NORMAL, like going to a water ?urk for +he
cln?l, but Mom didnt want to hear it.
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She said the whole point of +this trip is to do
-l'hihas we Ve never done before and to have

“auvthentic’ e.x?e.r‘iehces.

75 +l'\uu3h+ Mom would ve lnn?td Dad in about her
road +n'? i:ien, but n??nrah-ﬂ)/ I was wrong.
Because w’neh ]‘\t 3&+ hoht {rorn Wr:r't'k, l'\e Stth&&

Jus-r as surfl':rised as us kids.

Dad 4old Mom i+ was a bad +ime +o be an?l from
work and }\e didnt want to use his vacation &a?zs
unless he nbﬁolu'l‘el}z HAD +o. But Mom said theres
noﬂmihs more imForﬂ'nhi‘ +han s?mdihs +ime wFﬂ\
your 'Fnr\'ﬂ?l.



Then Dad +old Mom he was ranll?( hn?ihg to get
his BOAT out on the water this weekend, and if

we went on a road trip, he wouldn# be able +o.

Mom and Dad 3&‘1‘ u.lahs ?reﬁy well in Sthr.rnL
but ‘H‘\E one ﬂ‘ﬁihs ‘H‘\dﬁ‘s aunrdh'l‘ttd +o0 cause a
fight between them is Dad’s boat.

A few }zmrs ago, Mom sent Dad out to 51:-1‘ Some
milk, but n|oh3 +he Wd.?( he sPn‘th a boat for sale
in Someone’s front ym‘d. Ah& before ynu knew T,

‘H’\E l)aad' wdas in our clr'f'l..'r.w-:npf.

Mom was mad that Dad didnt check with her

+rirs+, because hd"u’ihs a boat is a +on of wark.



But Dad said i+ was ulwn}{s his dream to own a
boat and that we could sPe.hd every weekend out

on the water as a -Famiiy.

So Dad got to KEEP the boat, and he seemed
rm")« %\n??)z. But -H\ihss went downhill fas+.

A few Au{ys later, some PEDFIE from ‘t’n:

Hamtnwhzrs* Assac?n'l'iah knocked on our door.



“'ﬂ\a?l said there were rules in our heiglnbnrhna&

naaihrl‘ ]mvihs a boat Pnrl‘.e.d in front of ?raur‘
house and told Dad he had +o move it to the back.

The boat sat in the bacl‘.yar‘d for the whole
summer because Dad was +oo bus;; and didht have
time 1o use it. Then, in the fall, one of Dad’s
coworkers +old *‘u'm htjd ]*.rwt +o WINTERIZE
‘l‘,nr: boat o ?ra‘l'tc‘l‘ it -Irr'om "|+.t ao1t.]: wen‘}htr.

Dad found out it would cost more to winterize the
boat than it cost him to BUY i+, so he decided
heJ& take Hs chthes. And sure ehaus}\ , Two
weeks ln+er, when +he +Erﬂ?trd+uft Jr‘oPPed below
-Fr:cr.ihs, a bis crack nPP:nr:d in ﬂ\c hu“.
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When i+ started +o snow, Dad rolled +he boat
under the back deck, and it sat there all winter.
T the sl:rrn'\"ul:jJ Mom started usins it to store all
sorts of _juhL'. from +he house.

[T

ﬁ""-qﬁ

'ﬂwe next summer, Dad decided he was gohna fix
the boat.
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But when he went o ?uﬂ it out from under the
deck, he discovered a -Fmﬂy of raccoons living in

our old was}\iha machine.

(165555585 CREAM

“©
P " frorrih
hadiie bl ol ahi e
i,
s,

Dad called an exterminator to get rid of the
raccoons, but when he heard how much THAT was
gonha cost, he decided +o +ake care of it himsel{.

B?’ +hen Manhy had heard about the bnb?'
raccoons li?ihs in the hrn.s}xihs rnd.cHhc, and Mom
had +o step in.
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The boat's been si-HrJhS there ever since. 1 havent
heard nh}( scur‘f?'ihg sounds cunﬁhs from under the

deck for a while, so T'm guessing the raccoons

m::-\re& out.

%&nf, Mom told Dad he had the whole rest of
+he summer +o get his boat out on the water, and
he ?re-Hy much 9ave up after that.

Mom sni& we were gonha leave first H\;h& in ﬂwe
mm;hﬂ' so we needed to start Pdckihs for

‘ﬁ'\: ‘i'n'?. 5]{‘1: +a|& t\rer?mn: to I:rihs ‘I'}xe “bare
essentials” so we could fit tvtr?f‘\‘!niha in the minivan.
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But I}}! +he time we got all our stuff out in the
drivawu)« , it was ?r‘e-Hy clear we had a space Fr‘oblem.

Mom started going +3nr'ou5}-\ evar‘f+hih5 and
sorting it into two ?iles — the +hih35 we heeded
and the ﬂ\ihss we didnt. Rodrick was Frf‘-'H?’
disappointed when some of his “essentials” didnt
make +}~.e cut.
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Mom made me leave a bunch of small stuff behind,
which seemed pretty ridiculous considering that
Md.hh?z's ?lusﬁr. Fo-Hy wds coming alahs for the ride.

Whenever we take a trip +hat's Iohger +han
fifteen minutes, Mom brinﬁs Mnhhy’s ?"H?’ ”Jus-l'
in case. But T get I‘"E.d."?l uncomfortable whenever
Mﬁhh;( uses it.

Mom wouldnt let me and Rodrick take any
electronics on the trip, even -I'hcuah -Hwey bnrelr
take up nhf Space.
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She's uiwn}(s Sd?(ihﬁ kids these dnys don+t know
how to socialize because +he;,r’ve mhs-rnh-l'l); 5°+
+heir noses two inches from a screen.

But I‘" +ell ?lou ‘!'Hs-‘ "hl}\eh 'I. lﬂu\rt J:ids, I*m
gonna let +hem ?ln}; with whatever kind of SnJg,e-f

-H\ey WANT. 1f you ask me, electronics are the
ke;,' +o fumiiy' }\d.??iness.

E.".reh nHer Mom wen+t "I'hraush r:‘u':r)' th&h item in
+he Jrﬁ-‘twny and cut out all +he +’.'1Eh55 we didn+
need, there was STILL way +oo much to it in

-ﬂ\e Van.
I su&sesﬂ& we rent one of +}1¢5E sinh‘k recreational

ve}aid:s, because we could fit all our stuff in it and

hdﬁﬂ: room o spare.

16



The wny T see it, if you want the whole {unil}( ‘o

5¢+ uiahg, everyana needs their own space. And

with one of those sauPe&-u? RVs, we could s?ehc{

WEEKS on the road without even bun?Iha into
phe nho#‘her.

But Mom said RVs are oo cxpchsi‘u’c and H‘\t}l

3&+ terrible gas rnﬂtdge, so that Pl.i'|' ah end to
+hat idea.

Rocln'ck sni& mn?!be we cauH 5E+ ohe of +5nose

trailers yau +ow BEHIND +the car, which sounded

smart to me.
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But it was ?re-Hy' clear Rodrick was imagining
the 4railer as a sort of rvdr\i-n'll)d.f'l'meh+ for
HIMSELF, so that wasn* gonna ﬂ;z, either.

Then Dad rang in with his OWN idea. He said we
COUH solve H‘.c whtﬂe space 1Ssue I:n?( Jus*l' Pu*H‘ihs
the stuff that didnt fit in the van into the
BOAT, which we could tow behind us.

T +hink Mom realized there wasn+ ren”y ahother
aP‘Hoh, S0 sh: thr.r.Jl in. But 5=++Jn5 'I'}\r.' boat into
+he &rﬁ-‘zwuy was easier said than done.
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Not ahly did we have to take all the Juhk out of
the boat, but it turned out there was a TREE
growing %rnush the bottom. T+ took +hree hours
+o Sc'i' *I+.c boat out from under +‘{'~.e &eck, ahd

let+ me Just say Mom did not exncﬂy go out of her
wn?i to '.htl?.

L

After we 50+ the boat into the drﬁ-rewd.)f, Dad
?d'fche& up +he hole in the bottom and the crack
in the hull with some duct 'ha?e.

IJU5+ ha\ae were hot going ahywi\e.re hedar water
on this 'i‘r'i?; 'I‘l'\ous*\.
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Because as far as T kmw, the boat didnt come
with any life preservers.

,S_G.iutciz?{

Even with the added space we got from the boat,
the minivan was still Pre'l"l}( full. T snuck my Pf"ow
onh board at+ +he last second, because T decided T
was entitled to at least ONE Iwur?’ item.

8 ﬁgurﬂd Rodrick would want 4o sit in the back
of the van, because whenever we g0 nhywhert as a
'Ird.r-ﬂ?‘_. he likes +o stretch out and take a nap.

E-"ul'tl")f once in a while we'll -Far‘&rl' Rodrick is even
back -l'herz.
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This Easter, we made it }\nH-'wn?( +hrau5’n church
before Mom realized Rodrick never made it out of

-ﬂ\e Var. mk
K 7 \

Back w}\eh we }w.cl a Sstation wagon, me dhd
Rodrick used 4o sit in the way back TOGETHER,
in a seat ﬂm‘l’ 'Fnctd ‘I'}\c rear wihdow. But we sn'l’
n 553 trouble whah we Fln?!r:d a ?rnc'l'i:d.i J'nl:t on
Mom and Dad that ended vp getting us ?uﬂad
over 57 the Police.

%

o
(]
sl

C_ ) @)

0

When we Sa*l' in the van +a&n?l, Rodrick offered
me the backseat.
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E ncca?'lt& before he could thnhse his mind, but T
shouldve known his offer was oo saad to be true.

Before we ?ulit& out of the &rivewa}z, Mom said
we were +akih5 a "s?eciai 5ues+" r.\lo‘ns for +he
ride. For a second T was worried we were ?ickihs
someone ELSE vp, because with all our stuff in
the van +1~.e?"d have 4o sit on the ROOF.

But Mom o?ehed her purse and Pu"e& out a piece
of paper wi-l"n a &rnwihs on it.
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The clruwiha was Flat 5+uhle?(, a character from a
book T read in second grade.

F'cﬂ' S*I'nhley 15 d {my wha 5&1‘5 Squnsheé I)V a
bulletin board +hat falls off his bedroom wall in
'H‘qr: midc“r: of ‘H\e hish‘l'.

And when ‘H‘\E?! Pu'll the bulletin board off him,
he's as thin as a ?Ir:r.i: of paper.

23



L 'I']'mus}\-f it was ?ra-H)a cool that Flat S-I'nhley
could fold himself vp and get mailed +o his
sfﬂhdmd*s, or %a\re *‘\55 bra-l'her ’ﬂf *\im |ik£‘- a kH‘ﬁ;

But Tl tell you +his: T4 Flat S'l‘:lhle?‘ had
a brother like RODRICK, T guarantee he
wouldnt survive a whole &a?!.
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T reu.il?( liked +he book, but it kind of freaked me

out, too. One -I‘Hhs it did was give me a deu-l'H);
fear of bulletin boards.

ARE YOU SURE

YOU DONT WANT
THE BED? IT'S A
LOT MORE COMFY!

THAT'S OK,
YOU TAKE
IT!

| {

jjansnn

Th second smde; e"v.-‘er?‘ohe " my class had o
color in a cutout of Flat 5+nh|e7' and mail him to
a friend or relative who lived far r.nwr.n?u

Then that person was su??ase& to take a picture
of Flat S-i'nhley in front of Sumﬂ-\ihs in-i‘er‘es-ﬁha
and mail }\Im back wi'ﬂ\ 'H\e. ?}\ﬂ'fﬂ.

25



T"'ly friend Row'le?‘ sent Flat S+ﬂh1e.?l +o a bunch
of his relatives and got lots of cool pictures
back. Rawh?' even sent him 4o his uncle who lives
in Asia, and he took a picture of Flat S-i‘nhiey in
front of the Great Wall of China.

Er o

@ %“

~ (ol

Well, the first person Mom sent MY Flat 5+ah|e)r
to was her cousin S-I‘nu:}f, who lives out in Seattle.
But she Pr‘o{mbiy washt the best choice.

5+acr.;/ is one of those ?en?lt who hoard all sorts
of stuff : like newspapers and mdsnz.ihl:s, so Mom
shouicﬁc knawh ‘I'}m‘l' ohce ]htr cousin 5&‘1‘ }\cr
hands on Flat S‘fdhltf he wasnt coming back.

26



"E:n&n?r , Mom said she was gohna take P’nnh:s

of our new Flat 5+nh1c?z in front of all the cool
Plduf.l:S we Visit and then make o s::rn?baak of our
+r.'?. An& 45 Sooh 45 we 3a+ on -H\: }"'3"‘”"')’* shr.
started shapping pictures. But she was ?rnbnbly
a little too eager, because her first few Fic-h.:rts

weren + Exnt‘l*I?l kee?ers.




When Mom wasn+ +ukih3 Pic+ut‘“t5, Flat 5+dh|¢?f
was -ha?a& to the front m‘r-cuhdﬁianiha vent.

All T can Saf IS, he was haviha a lot better ride
than T was. 'ﬂ\e windows in the back of the van
dont open, and the vents were blocked b?( all
our |u35n3c, 50 'I wash + 3t++ih3 ANY cold air.

What made me even MORE uncomfortable was the
fact that Mom was in control of the trip. Mom
uh-.m}!s tries to make ‘I'Hhas about education, and
T knew she was gonha turn +his experience into
ohe Iohg lesson.

She's been &uihs that ever since T was little. T
remember w}\eh I. 50+ scratched b}f Gramma's cat

and Mom tried to turn it into a "+mh;n5 moment.

28



Sure ehaug]'t, a half hour into the trip +odn){,
Mom started in with the educational stuff.

She had borrowed a bunch of CDs from the librar?l
that teach S?nm’sh, and said wed use +he Iahs
stretches on the road to learn a new language as

a fnmil;;.

\

N \QW

LEARN TO
SPEAK
SPANiSH

R,
vewde,

Moms niwn;,’s snyfhs that |I:nrhfh3 a {nrthh
|dh3m3= 15 +}~.e bes+ +hih3 }»’au can do for )faur

brain. 'ﬂ'\n‘t' r-ﬁsh‘i' be troe, but I -l'}\ihlf. s,nr. shouic{
leave the actval TEACHING +o +he schools.
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Mom decided i+ would be a snnd idea o expose me
to a Fareisn language emrly on, so when T was in
first sr‘a&e = she would ?u‘r the SPahish-S?eakihg
channels on TV while we ate breakfast.

Mom would re?ea'i‘ whatever -H\ey said on the
+elevision, but when SHE said the words +‘hc?'
came out a little bit cii#erm-h

T ended up learning all sorts of ?hruses +hat
weren+ r.’sqw-h For ex-:am\:dm the way }mu‘rt
SUPPOSED +o say “Whats your hame  in
S?nhish is "Como te llamas.” Well, T know that
NOW becavse T learned i+ in my middle school
S?ahish class.
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But when T was little, Mom '|':1u3"\'|‘ me that
“What's }(cur name in SPnhis}\ IS Mﬁ: nr-ru,“ which
ACTUALLY means ‘T love ylnu." 2l Jus+ wish
]: hnci known H‘m‘l’ before I said i+ to a million
different ?mple.

'T:;&n)r, Mom ?!nyed the first two SPnhish sl T

but shc Scﬂ' frustrated H‘uﬁ no one seemed to be
?“}/;hﬂ attention. So she switched gears and said
we were gonna ?La?( d car game s"\c rcdd about in

’her muﬁuzihe.
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The game was called Al?hnbﬁ Groceries, and you
Flu?r it like +his: The first ?iaye.r has to name an
item ?H:lu can se-l' at the Sr"{“}‘ store +that starts
with the letter “A.” The next person has to come
up with an item that starts with "B," and so on.

Tfa Pla?rer CAN'T come vp with an item that
starts with their letter, -ﬂxe?fjr‘e out of the game.

Mom said T should g0 first, so T said "aﬁ:lt,"
which T guess was kind of an obvious choice.
Rodrick was up next, but he said he couldnt come
up with "'hf food that started with "B."

I'm ?rt‘l-l'y sure he was 174'h3 to 3;1’ out of hn'\f[h‘g
+to Piﬁ?! +he game, but wi‘l’h Ro&n’ck, ?‘ou never khow.
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When Rodrick ac'f knocked out, the turn went o
Ma.hh;;, who came up with his word ri3h+ away.

Mom started c|a.??ih3‘, bt T Pnihﬂ& out that
"anPh“ isnt a real word. She said Muhhy is J'us+
|=nrhih3 ‘H\c n|?\\d.{n:+ and ‘I'}*.*:H' we all nuci to

1] w ?
:hcaurnsc hll""‘l.

18 quit in protest, and from then on it was c:-hl?r
Md.hh}( , Mom, and Dad Pin)(ihﬂ. 0 I“E'.d.“;/ wished
m?l eur?iuss weren+ buried in m?! duffel bna under
a Pﬂe of suitcases g because 'ﬂ\t hext }'mur and a

half was Prc‘H?! Pn.ihfruL

33



All that +alk of food was m:-l-unuy getting me kind
of hunsr?r, and when T saw a sign for a drive-
+hrou51w place at the next exit, T asked Mom if
we could ?ull over. But Mom said we wouldnt be
stopping at nn?' of THOSE kinds of restavrants,
because ‘ﬁ\:}f dont serve “real food."

She said fast-food ?inces lure kids in with chenP
Plnﬁ'ic +a?zs to trick ﬂ-u:m into e-:lﬁns sugar and
fat, and we werent gonha fall into +hat +rn?.
Mom said she had a MUCH better alternative and
handed me a lunch b“ﬂ with r*n?' hame oh it.

GOSHFY G

Fup
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Mom said she got the Mnmmy Meal idea from
"an'ly Frolic,” which T guess should not have

come ds d Sur‘?ﬁse.

'I.hsidt the bns was a tuna {-5]\ suhdwic!n,
an orange, and a little carton of milk, ?lus
something wrd.?Ped in tinfoil.

Mom said T had to eat my fruit before T
uhwrn??t& Jﬁu: +infoil 3 because Hﬁn‘l’ was m?‘ "Priz.l:."

But T wish T had Just a?ehed it r'ial-rl‘ dwd?z,
because T wouldn+t have eaten +he whole orahge
i T4 known the ?rize was a ?nck of math
flash cards.

Rodrick got flash cards in HIS lunch, o0, and
we could both see w}\ert this was htddt&. So before
Mom could 4urn +he next hour of the 'h"i? nto a
tutoring session, L Pulle& out one of the games
Mom had ?ntkecl in a JD:'S tote 543‘
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The game 2 6 Srabbe& was called “T Must Confess,”
and when Mom saw it she so’r so excited she forg,cﬁ
all about +he flash cards.

'I. r:cl.d ‘H‘\E rules, wh'::l’\ were ?rt'H'y sim?hi One
person takes a card from the deck and reads it
out loud +o everyohe else.

] Must Confess...

... 'VE MET A
FAMOUS PERSON.

T£ one of the ?ia?zers has done the +1'\Ih3 that's
written on the card, -Hwef garn d ?oih-h And the
first ?Iu?!ar +o 3¢+ ten ?oihﬁ wins.

T was a litte ska?‘h‘cn'l at first, but T have 4o
admit, the game was nc‘l‘un!l?' kind of FUN. T
learned a lot of -I‘hihss about Mom and Dad T

never khth" {JE‘.{OI"\E .
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T found out that Dad had o pet chameleon when
he was a kid and that Mom c}lyed her hair blond

ohce, which r‘edllr Sur?r‘ised me.

Believe it or not, even RODRICK was getting
into the game. He got a point for 5th3 +he ahiy
person who'd ever sle?*l' out n%rernia’n-? for tickets
40 a concert, and ANOTHER ?nih‘l’ for getting
a bus stuck in his ear, which T remember like i+
was ?fes-h-:rdd?e.




Dad and Rodrick were neck and neck with nine
points, and whoever scored next would win the
game. Mom seemed r‘mﬂy hd??y ever‘yahe was
getting nluhs and havihs fun.

Then she ?u"ed a new card out of the deck and
read it.

I MUST CONFESS
I'VE TOILET-PAPERED
A NEIGHBORS

Thm Pr:'l‘l')' sure Mom 'I'houah‘l‘ ho ohe was gohha
get a Paih-} on that card, becavse she was alread
renchihﬂ for the next one. But Rodrick started

acting like he had just won the lu+'|'¢r‘?'.
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Mom +hcu5h+ Rodrick was I?lihs to get a point,
but he told her i+ was TRUE. He said that a
few months ago, he and his bandmates toilet-
Pd?ere& Mrs. Tottle’s house next door after she
mutcl ‘I'}xe ?nikc +o r.-:)rn?|dfh ‘ﬂ'\:?f were mdkihﬂ

Rodrick ‘|'1'mu5’n+ ‘H\t whole ‘?’nihﬂ was ?rtH'?'
{uhhy, but Mom di:}h"l' seem dhused.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT:
YOU AND TWO OF YOUR
BANDMATES TOILET-
PAPERED AN ELDERLY
WOMAN'S HOUSE?

3



TF T was Rodrick, T wouldve {:{'mhﬂt& my s-h::r}'
real ciuick and said T was Just Jakihg around to

wih the game. But Rodrick didnt seize his chance
to bail out.

Mom had Dad ?u" over to the side of the road,
then handed Rodrick her ?hahr_ and made him call
Mrs. Tuttle to nPo|osiz.c, which was awkward for

ﬂerfah: in 'I'hr. car.

I™ SORRY FOR
TOILET-PAPERING
YOUR HOUSE...

A-H’tl" +}\d+, it was qu?rl' i ‘I'hc Van for a |nh3
time. Mom was about +o pop +he next S?ahish CD
in the stereo, but lucl:.'l),' Hahhy had fallen usleeP
{37' 'H'qth; so she couldnt.
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1f you wake Mdhh}r up in the middle of one of
his naps, he'll g0 cum?la’ml}' ballistic, and there’s
NO calming him down. So whenever Mnhh?f falls
d.sieul), Mom nh& Dnd do e\.fer)l‘l'h.‘hs ‘ﬂ‘n:}/ can to
KEEP him +hat wd?t,

HEY, HAS
ANYONE
SEEN MY—/ .

T was biﬂ on haps when T was Munh);'s age, oo,
T used +o take an }\nur-!uhs hap after lunch
e\rerf dd}(, and when T started ?rcsr.honh we had
an official 'nu.? +ime whr_rr. r.‘urr_rynhe Pu":& out a
mat and slept on the floor.

1222
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Tf you ask me, T +hink *‘he)( should give kids nap
time all +he way ﬂ\r‘ough college. But '|‘1'\¢?1 stop
r.loihs it after ?r'e.st*woh which T found out the
HARD wn?!.

On the first ;.Jm}r of kihdersnr-h‘:m after we had our
shacks, T asked the teacher where the mats were 1

so we could lie down and recharﬂe our batteries.

But she said kihclersnr“i'hers don+ HAVE hap time,
and T ‘1'}10!.-3}# she was Ju5+ mnk§h3 a {Uhh?' Jnkc.
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A few minutes later the whole class was mdkihs
paper bua puppets. APPnreh-l'iyJ T was the uh!;{
one who didn+ get the heads-up about the no-nap
ﬂ\iha , because for the rest of the &"7 ever‘yom
else seemed fine, while T could bnrely function.

Tm sln& Mom remembered +o br‘ihs d Pnciﬁer‘ oh
+he trip, because as Iah3 as Mahh?e's aot one stuck
in his mouth, he can siee? 'I'l'\r‘oush Jus-l‘ about
uhy*ﬂxiha. Mu.hh)r los+ his favorite ?m:i\fier las+
h;ﬂ}ﬂ , but Dad ran out to get a new one at a
store near our house that sells 949 3:‘-{‘1'5.
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E guess it looks a little strange, but i+ works

Just as well as a rﬁsular‘ one.

Mdhh?l had been slee?ihs, ?edcefuﬂ?z for about an
hour -h:&a?z when we s-hu??ed at a tollbooth. Dad
rolled down his window to get a ticket, and the
50}( in the booth had such a loud voice he sounded
like he was s?mkihs_ +hr‘ou5}1 a MEGAPHONE.

HOPE YALL ARE
HAVIN' AN _

AWESOME DAY! s 1




Mdhh;( started to fuss, and his ?aciﬁer came

hnlfwa?f out of his mouth. But Iuckily Rodrick
reacted qui-:kly; and Mnhhy fell back asiaa?.

T +hink Mom was a li+tle frustrated that Mahhf
was happing in the first fa|m:e. She had marked a
bunch of places on her map where she wanted us
to S'i'u? and 3?.'1' out for some siah'l‘se.eihg , but now
we had o L’.ceP clrfvihs.

The ?ruH:n T had with Mnhny‘s nap was that T
rm"}( needed +o SE'I' out of the car and s+re+c.h,

bt T COULDN'T.
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T tried to make m;ysel-lf comfortable, but with all
the stuff ?iled around me, it was im?ossibla.

LuckﬂyJ r-'u?( ﬁuck‘?nck was in arms reach behih& my
seat, because it had some books and other +hih35
I.& broushi' to entertain m;/sdqc.

Mom's ulwa?!s 'I'r)f}ha to get me to read stuff
thats "ehrichFha ,“ but wl\eh i+ comes to books ;
T know what T like. And ever since e'lemeh'l'nr?!
school, m?( favorite books have been the ones in
the Underpants Bandits series.

T}w Uhder?nrﬁs Bandits books are about "|+1ESE
+wo kids hnne& Br?rr.c nhc{ Br‘a&y w\'\a 90 bnck in
+ime an& steal uh&crweur from 1cdrnou5 P:n?le S0

‘},hE)f can ?u+ +he uhdtrPdh'}s in o museum.
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T know that sounds kind of r‘iditulnus, but the
books are m:+un||y ?re-r-ry -Fu'nhy.

And just as Van Gogh returned to
his masterpiece, Bryce snatched
the painter’s favorite pair of
boxers, which, thank goodness,
were clean.

_ﬁ.




“The books are super ?u?ulnr with bo)fs at my
school, but the teachers HATE them because of
all ﬂ\t "ru&e humr‘."

Whenever a book rc?or'l' was due in fifth Srnd:,
all the Ian?!s in my class did theirs on one of the
Underpants Bandits books. And that made my
teacher, Mrs. Terry, hate them even MORE.

Qur class hdc! a ?rnJ:t+ whr.re we }md to write a

le++er 4o our -Ifn'lu'ari'l't du‘l'har, nhd of course all

the I:rn}(s chose Mik Davies.
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But Mrs. 'Erry said we had o ?Jck someohe
ELSE, so T sru.bbcd a random book from the
||‘Ern|7 and wrote m;{ letter 40 an nuﬁhor 'I.'l.l.
never even heard of before.

March 30th
Dear Nathaniel,
My teacher made us write to an author,
so | picked you. I have not read any of
your books (no offense).
Here are my questions for you:
1. What’s your favorite color?

2. What’s your favorite animal?

3. What's your favorite flavor of ice
cream?

4. What’s your favorite super-hero
movie?

I would appreciate it if you could

answer me soon, because I am getting

graded on this.

Sincerely,

Dy Nl




But T ?r‘abdbb{ should ve checked the ye.ur +he
book was written before T wrote my letter.

May 20th

Dear Mr. Heffley,

We regret to inform you that the
author to whom you have written,
Mr. Hawthorne, passed away more
than a century ago.

As such, he will not be able to
respond to your queatinns.

With regrets,
y —

Katrina Welker
Publisher

Most PARENTS don't like the Underpants
Bandits books, either.
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Tn fact, the PTA had a meeting +hat year
where 'ﬂwey cle:ci&ecl ?u.r'e.nﬂ‘ +ax dollars shouHh"l'
be used +o ?ur‘cl\ase -;l.h?' of the Uhcler?nhﬂ
Bandits books for +he l;{nrnr}(.

When we came back 4o school from spring break,
all of the Uhc!er?nh'i‘s Bandits books in the |ibr‘ary
were GONE.

I ’naF: 'I'hr.s: d&uHs are l'\u.???i wl'\:h a w}\olt
Sthr.rd'l'.'oh of ba?!s grow up not khawihs how o read.
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When the school banned the Underpants Bandits
books, i+ Just made them more ?u?uhr than
EVER. Some bofs shuck in copies from home and
Fussed +hem on 40 OTHER kids.

To o

One kid even brought in a bootleg copy of an
Uhcler‘?uh-l‘s Bandits book from Jn?a'n. T couldn®
understand a word of it, but it was Pre-H}' r_n.s)a‘
+to ﬂﬂur‘e out from the pictures what was going on.

ﬂ
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T ac+ua||?' wrote o the avthor on m?' OWN JuS'l‘

4o tell him how much T liked his series.

Dear Mr. Davies,

these people who say your books are

books are great.

that stuff hilarious, so please don’t
change a thing. In fact, | would
encourage you to put MORE bodily
functions and things of that nature in
your books.

Sincerely,

Dug Ny

August 18th

I'm just writing to tell you, don’t listen to
garbage, because they don’t know what

they re talking about. I know a bunch
of kids (including me) who think your

As far as the “rude humor™ goes, | find

I'c{ never written a fan letter like ‘I'\\u.'l', and r.‘urer?l

dnf when T 50‘!' home from school, T ran to +he
mailbox to see if Mik Davies had written me back.
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i -Fihull}( got a response almost a year later, and
T was rcal'ly excited.

But when T read the letter, i+ was « HUGE
dis:i??nih+heh+.

7~ From THe DeSK oF 9=
~-P MiK Davies -

Dear friend,

Unfortunately, I get so much fan mail
that I'm not able to answer your letter
personally.

But I did want to tell you to be on the
lookout for “Underpants Bandits 24:
Lincoln’s Longjohns,” coming soon to
stores near you!

Lots of yuks,

ik
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T couldn® believe T Pour&d my heart out to this
vy and all T got back was an AD.

=, 1055

[ &
TS

Even "rq'wus}\ +hat whole experience lef+ a bad
+aste in my mouth, T still like his books.

At least T get to read whatever T WANT +this
summer. Rodrick’s school gave him a whole list for
requin‘.& ren&ihs , and some of the books look like a
lot of work.

Herman Mejyij)e
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But Rodrick’'s not much of a reader, so he rented
all the MOVIE versions of the books on his list.

Mom said it's not smart to watch the movie
without ren&ihs the book, because ﬂmy uSud.H?(
thnhai: a lot of stuff. But Rodrick said as |oh3 as
he 5ﬂ+ +-}~.e basic iden, heu l:ae fine.

I H\Ink his a??ranc]h 15 gohna cause ?Fﬂbltmi :
+hou51~.. r“ﬂ\t Lar& of H‘\e Rr'nss“ iS onh ,nis Summer
r:nciiha list, but whch hl: rth‘l't:ci ‘}’c\t moVie, ,nr.
wasn+ careful about chcckiha 'ﬂ'\e +itle.

Lords o

DN i SPIOT
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Rodrick watched the movie TWICE, and after
the second time he told Mom that whoever wrote
the book must be a genivs. But T'm guessing
Rncln'ck‘s +enci~.tr i5 gonha be Pr‘e‘H?t cah\(used
whch s}xe ren&s Hs book rePor*P in SeP‘I':m!Jcr.

B?! the time T was done readihﬁ -I'add)r, i r‘eall?:
needed to get out of the car o prevent my |e.35

from ?ermuhth'!'ly cmmFiha.

Mduhh?l was still asiee?; but he had somehow turned
himself all the way u?sth down in his seat.
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When Mom noticed, she told Dad m?fl:ue we should
stop dri‘urihg for the &ny; so he ?uHa& off at the

hext exit.

T was rtnﬂf !nakihs forward +o cu'l'ihg a meal at a
decent restavrant, but Mom said were on a I}u&sﬁ
and +oh.'3]'\+ we were gonha ?ick vp our dinner at
d Srocery store.

Dad found a su?ermrkt-f a few miles from the
exit. But Mom was afraid that if the van stopped
moving, Md.hhy would wake up and have a fit. So
Mom wrote out a s}xoﬂaihs list for Rodrick and
gave him some mohey, then Dad drove real slow in
front of the entrance so Rodrick could }m? out.
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Dad had o circle the Purl:ihg lot about ten times,

which wasn+ m57 since we were +owih5 a boat.

E.Vth'l‘ud.”)f , Rodrick came ouvt with 4 muPE lmss
of srocerées. And from the looks of it, he ?iﬂked

up Some extra items for himself.

PEACHES WATERMELON
= SOl

When Dad Pu“ed +he van around, Rodrick }\DFFE&

in. Then we started 1uakih5 for a ?lnce to S-h:.?f
for ‘I'he his}ﬁ > but +Jnr. selection in +he area

wash + H\ at Sren-l'.

E_I.“j




A few of the motels had biﬂ sighs that said
%:y had “Color TV," which if you ask me is not
nh;(-i'hihs to l':-r-:.s about in ﬂ'\is cln)( and age.

Dn& {ihn“?f ?uﬂtd over at a ?an: wi+!.'\ air-
mh&i‘l’iah}hs and a ?nnl, de‘\ sounded pre

Sood to me, es?eciallf cahsi&eriha that T4 lost
about five Pnuhds in sweat sitting in +he backseat.

T Kaven+ S'i‘nye.cl in a whole lot of motels, but if
T had +o guess, T4 say we ?icked ohe on the
lower end of the spectrum.

The 10'.':-*3;,' smelled like mildew, and the carpet was

covered in weird stains.
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But evar}!ohe was too tired o 5e+ back in the car
and look for another ?Iuca to 5'|‘d?'.

We got +he ke.? +o our room, and when we walked
in it reeked of smoke. There were little holes in
the comforter and ?iuows that Tim Fr‘e’r‘l}z sure

were ¢ 9 arette bu rms.

Dad Fi:ka& a towel off the floor, then &rc??ed it
because i+ was WET.

Mom went back +o the front desk and asked for
a different room, but the clerk said the motel was
full and that wed gotten the last one.
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Mom told her in that case we were gonna leave and
take our business +o another motel. But the clerk
told her +there was a Wah’ry-four-hwr cancellation
?u“cPJ , so we couldnt get our money back.

When Mom returned +o the room, she said we were
gonha have 4o “h"),’ and make the best of a bad
situation. Theh she and Dad s-h‘i?PEJ +}\e bed

down to +’na bare mattress.
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Believe it or not, Mnhhy sle?'i‘ 'I‘}\r‘auah ALL of
this. Mom said that if he woke up how, he'd be
awake all nis’rd', so she was J”5+ gonna let him
slee? H\raush +ill morhing.

Mom put I""ld.hh?f down in the middle of the sofa
bed and pulled a blanket over him.

The rest of us were r‘er.tlly huhﬁry , S0 we e.m?—l'ied
out the Sroceries Ra&rick baua}ﬁ. But it turned
out he didnt buy ANYTHING on Moms list.
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Rodrick was su??oﬁed to get sandwich suPPlies,
orange Juice , and stuff like that, but he Ju5+ 50'1‘
a bunch of +hih55 HE likes.

||'|I-|I IIII|.1L1|:|IIiI:II
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Mom was ?rr.H‘?‘ vpset that Rodrick didnt get

d sihﬂle 'l'hihg on the list she gave him, but his
excuse was that he couldnt read her }xnhdwriﬁhg.
Mom told him it wasnt verf smart to get cihnamon
rolls and a frozen pizza, since +hose +Hh35 heeded
an oven and we didnt HAVE one.
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But Rodrick said we could MICROWAVE +he
?ilm. 'ﬂmh ,m‘. Pu+ i+ inside the microwave oven o
Pr:we it.

At least, Rodrick THOUGHT i+ was a microwave.

T+ was dut'h.!du}! a SAFE. By the +ime he -ﬁaured
that out, +he pizza was locked inside.

GRUN T

- &
Fa

Mom gave me what was lef+ of her cash and said
+o go énwh ‘o ‘I']'\e veh&ina mmchihe ‘o 3?.1' "rhc
most nutritious stuff T could find.
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And thats how we ended up ea-h'hs sugar wafers
and breath mints for dinner on the first night of
pur r‘om] -I'r‘i?.

—

Suhgliy_
Las+ hish-l' we couldn+ watch TV or do a.h?l*l'}\ihs
in the room because Mdhh?l was a.sleeP on the

Pu“au*l' sa-Fn.

Mom wouldn+t even let us keeP +he !EﬂH‘ oh, So
we all sat in the dark for a while until me and
Rodrick decided o g0 down +o the Fm::-| to kill

some time.

Ne", ‘I'}\e sian ou‘l's}d: ‘H"n'. motel sufc{ ﬂ‘]:re was d
Pool, but there was no actual WATER in it.
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And it didnt look like there HAD been for at
least five years.

There was a hot tub near the pool that DID have
water in it, but some -anil).' was nlr‘end)« using it
So me and Rodrick waited our turn.

0 L.
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Uhfor-tuhn-tel}n the fnmii;; couldnt take a hint
that we wanted +o use the hot tub, so aveh-l‘w.lll?(
me and Rodrick just went back o the room.

The Iiﬂh‘rs were still out, and Mom and Dad were
nsine? on the mattress. T guess 'H\.ey mustve been

?rrl‘-ly exhavsted, because 'H\e}z were still wearing
all +heir clothes.

With Mom and Dad on the bed and Mnhh}( on the
sofa, it &i&h"l' leave a lot of Smd 5|:+:P a?‘Hohs 1(‘51."
me and Rodrick.

We checked the closet for a cot or an air mattress,
but 'H'\l:rr: was hu'l'hihs.
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Rodrick was one step ahead of me, ﬂ-\ouﬁh. He
sn%ere& up the sofa cushions and made a bed for
himself on the floor. Five seconds later, he was
out cold.

- = Zzzza‘&,_

L‘
%

':l: -ﬁsuri:d ‘H\l: closet was as 599& d ?|uc_= as d.h)e
for me o s|:e? ;-S5O 'I 5&'1' some towels out of 'I'}*.r.
bathroom and laid ‘H‘\tm oh ﬂ'\t floor.

After 1>fin5 there for a minuvte, T noticed a
TERRIBLE smell and +1-mu5h+ a mouse mustve
died in the vent or sarn¢+1'\ih3.
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T 4ried covering r-a)( nose with a washcloth, but
that seemed to make the smell even WORSE.

T+ was hard ehousl'\ +r?zih3 +o fall dslea? under
those conditions, but then someone in the room
started SNORING. LuckiiyJ T was PrtPnred for
that. Mom and Dad BOTH snore, which is the
reason 1 H‘mush-f ahead and brau‘g]ﬁ earPlugs oh
the +rip.

But i+ was so dark in the room T could on|7 find
ONE in my duffel bag, so T had o -Ify sleeping
with the earPlusl in my lef+ ear and my other ear
Fresstc! +o the floor.

5NO

T did nc-l'un"}; fall nSIEEP for a few minutes, but
woke up +o some kind of ruckus 5aih3 oh outside.
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When T looked out the Fuﬁ\ole, T saw something
flash b?', but T couldnt tell what i+ was. So T
cracked open the door to see what was going on.

T+ turns out those kids from the hot +ub had
gotten +heir hands on a cleahihs cart and were

ramming it into a wall.

- [
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T covldnt BELIEVE +these kids’ parents were
|E‘|‘+Fh3 +them run wild in 'H\{'. middle of 'H'xe h?s}\t
so 1 s+e?Fecl out of the room and went over +o

3.'% *I+.ern a ?ittt of my mind.

The littlest kid burst into tears and ran into his
room, and T didnt feel bad for even one second.
But a minute later his door u?ehf:d again, and his
FATHER came out.




T wasn® about 4o get ya'llad at b}{ a growh man
ih his underwear, so T ran back +o our room and
locked the door. Then T ?r‘-.tyecl with all my might
that the chain lock was strong ehoush to L’.ee?
him out.

Ll
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e !

5 guess the kids’ dad didnt see which door T

went into, because he knocked on the wrong ohe.
"ﬂ\en he Fauhde& on +‘nr_ dnnr riﬂ}ﬁ next +o ours
before Sivins up and 3ain5 back +o ’nis room.
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Once the coast was clear, T }'\uhg a little sigh on our
doorknob in case the vy decided to come BACK.

o ot
Désting

T+ was REALLY hard fn”ihs nslctP after that,
because wer?’ +ime 'I. }\tdrd Someone ou+si&t ‘I'he

door, T held my breath until ﬂwey ?ussad b)'.

Before 'J: knew it, the sun was vp and so was
Mu.hhy. Mom turned on the television, and
whenever Mnhny watches TV, he TALKS +o it.
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T was a litte nnmyed with Mu.hh?r Hnbberihs
d.wny, but 'I. quess 1 cant cnm?im'h. I useé +o do
‘H‘\: Same exact ‘I'hih& wl\ch I was Yauh&:r.

One time when T was wa'!‘d-\ihe_ my favorite s}ww,
the }\oﬁ‘ asked a ciur.S*Hc:-h.

WHAT SHOULD

I DON'T
KNOW...POLKA
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T was Jurl' smf}hs around when T answered, but
the 9vy on TV ndunliy RESPONDED.

OK, POLKA
RUIS IT 15!

T wish i+ never ha??ehed y -I‘i\aush. Because for a
|oh3 time after that, T -I'l-\uush-i- the ?wPle inside
the TV could hear evcr}fﬂ\;hs T said.

I COULD BE
BETTER. MY
BROTHER
RODRICK—

AND HOW
ARE YOU
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In fdc-t, on "7 sixth bir'ﬂ\dny, Mom had to sit
me down and have a talk about the difference
between "im:tsihdl’?‘“ friends and “real” friends.

HEY, DID YOU HAPPEN TO
SEE WHAT MY PARENTS
GOT ME? IT'S A BIKE,

ISN'T IT? BLINK ONCE IF
THE ANSWER IS YES!

Once Mnh’n}( got going in a conversation with his
favorite TV c-'hnrncﬁrs ﬂ\is mrhr'hs, 3 I knew
‘H’\:ﬁ: was ho ?oih'i' n 'I'r'?h'hg to fall bnck dS':eF.
Se I Ju5+ 3a+ up for 'l'he Jn?'.

And when T did, T found out the source of
+hat awful smell. Rodrick had put his shoes in
+’n: close+ a d.hd ':I: ’.’\d& s?cn‘i' ‘I'}xr. w}mlt NS}\'I'
brcn‘l'}\ihs in his fumes.



But even WORSE was that the “washcloth” T
had used to block the smell was dt:‘l'ud"?l one of
Rodrick’s SOCKS.

S?eak;n5 of Rodrick, Mahh?z's conversation with
the TV didn+ bother him one little bit, because
he JUS'? sir.?-f rish-f +hrau3h all the noise.
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Dad was getting a little restless waiting for
ever?!ahﬁ to 3&.'1‘ suihg +his momihs. He.’s one of
those guys who gets up every Jd}( at the crack of
dawn so he can arrive at his office enrlpg, and +this
whole late-start 1'““3 wash + wurkihs for him.

Eveh'i‘unuy , Mom made Rodrick get vp and +ake
d s%awer. We went to a &iher r.'31~.+ next o -ﬂm
motel for breakfast, then 5o+ back in the van.

Mom said that from now on we were all gonna be
on the same slee? schedule so we wouldnt waste
r.m;; more +time on our +r'i?. But before she was even

done —I'nlkihs , Md.hh?l 'FG.SSE.t:l out in his car seat.

Mom's I:Es P|u.h for the &n?' was for us +o go o a
muh'}r?f fair she read about in “‘Fnrnr'i}( Frolic.”
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Td never been +o nh}('fhihg like that before, but
it looked like it was worth tl‘\&ckiha out.

HIGHWAY 1
ﬁ%\m Aﬂ.ﬂ&

’ﬂ-\e fair was a few hours nwa?(, so that meant me
btiha cram?t& in the backseat again, which was
S'I'nl‘"Hhs [ se.'l‘ old. ‘T}mhk-runy; after an hnur,
Mom offered to switch ?idtei with me.

When I Sa'l' up +o the front seat, I couldn+
believe how much ROOM +there was.
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And i+ wasnt Just all +he space +hat was awesome.

T even had individual temperature settings and m?-'

own cup holder.

T went 4o c}mhae the radio station, but Dad
s+o??e& me. He said ah'l)e +he DRIVER gets to
Fick +1~.e. PALSIC. I didhj-l' -H\Jhk ‘I'}\d-l' wads fnir, but
T wasnt gonna camPhih and risk getting sent +o
the backseat.

J MY TRUCK IS BUSTED BUTJ
JIMY DOG HE LOVES MEJ
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Dad’s music was ?re-H)f awful, but the view +o+nll;/
made up for it.

When }(au're in the bntk, yau don+t %n\r: nh?’ sense
of what's n"\eu&. Siﬁihs vp front, 'I.. }m& a whale
new perspective and could almost see why Mom was

So gung ho about 'I'al:ihs this road 'h'i?.

W\\zh we took the exit for the mu’rﬂ'r}r -Ifa.r'r, we
came to a s+o?h'3h‘l'. We were {:c}\}h& 4 mnivan ﬂ‘m‘l‘

was ‘H‘\c Same exdct nadci a5 ours, ahl}f ?ur?h.

The kids in the van looked kind of familiar. T+

took me a second o realize -H\e}( were the same

ones from last hiﬂht
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T hadnt told Mom and Dad about the incident
with the kids and the clennihs cart, becavse T
was worried 1 wouldn+t come out |ookih3 too sl“ea'l‘.
And —I‘}\ey de-ﬁhH’eI?x didnt need +o know about my
run-in with Mr. Beardo.

The kids in the ?ur‘?le Van r‘ecoshi:e& me riah-l'

-:l.wd.? , and started mnkih& obroxious faces.

1 wash + gonhna Jusi' sit ﬂ\err_ and take i+ from
those li++le Puh’:s, so I made a face at THEM.
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The Skihh?‘ one made the same face back at ME,
and the second he did, the light turned green
and -I‘}xey accelerated. When their van lurched
forward, the litHe kid \{dr.b?iah*l'e& into the

bnck window.

Dad Fnssed them on the lef+, and Mr. Beardo
got a real sooci look at me.
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Lucki'lyJ +he Pnrl:ihg lot for the fair was ahl}; a
few hundred feet up the road. Once we stopped,
T wanted o s-l‘a?x inside until T was sure we
weren+ be.ih& tailed bf the Fur?ie Van.

FAIR

But it looked like we were in +he clear. Mnhhy
was s+l nsleeP in his car seat, so Mom said she'd
5+-:|.)f back wi+h him and +1'-ne rest of us r.nuH 9o

on n}xmd .

The fair was a LOT different than T 'l'hnt:ﬂ,h‘l‘

it was gonha be. T tx?tc'l'tci i+ o have a Ferris
wheel and a merr>f~3a~rnuhd and stuff like +hat,
but instead there were a bunch of tents with farm
animals and booths with homemade food.
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We were aeﬁiha kind of huhgrpf nh}(wﬁ){, S0 we

went laukihs for Soma'ﬂ'\ihg o eat.

T}\.E}( had corn dos_s and fried &nush and all the
stuff yould e::?eﬁ at a 51'3 fair. But then -H'w:y
had crazy %ihss like &ee?-ifried butter on a stick.

T was dc*l'ud.liy Sincl Mom was still in +he van ;

because I was ?rr.H? sure 4;]’f'uﬂl.‘l' kind of ‘I'}xihﬂ
didnt qun!ify as ‘real food" in her book.
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After about an hour of walking the fairgrounds,
Dad went back +o the car +o see if Mahh},‘ was
awake ye-i‘, and he told me and Rodrick o 90

exPluri: oh our owh.

The two of us wandered around for a while until

we came dcross a tent where there was sama-fhihs

biﬁ saihﬂ on.

T+ was a Foulest Footwear contest, and 'H'\E;f
were o’F’Fer‘ihs a Friu for whoever had the
hastiest s’nc:-e.
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There was a bis line of ?m\ale read}! to submit

their entries.

FOULEST FOOTWEAR
CONTEST @I

T +old Rodrick HE should enter, because if
ANYONE deserved to win this +hih3, it was him.

While we were waiting in line, me and Rodrick got
ih ah argument over who would get 1o i:amp the
?rize.. T said we should sPiH' it 50 - 50 becavse i+
was my idea, but he said he should get +he whole
‘I'Hhs because i+ was HIS shoe and he was +he one
who made i+ stink.
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Risl'\'l' bt\fart we Sa‘l' +o 'I'i\e Judﬂihs +n|:|l:J we
reached a compromise where T4 get 10% of the
Frize as Rodrick’s dgeh-h

Some of the other shoes looked a lot worse than
Rodrick’s, and T was las;ns confidence that hed
win. Dut whl:h ‘H‘m JU&S’:S 5a+ +to +.|~.e smell test z

it was all over.

JUDGES

Rodrick won first prize, which turned out o be
a coupoh for one deep-fried butter on a stick.
T +told Rodrick he could have it all 4o himself,
because the *1'}10!.‘5}11' of eating nhf more butter

made me feel a little navseous.
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Rodrick asked the judges for his shoe back, but
+¥\¢;,v said -H\e?f were gonna send it on to the
hational tam?ﬁﬁ'ﬁah. So that lef+ Rodrick walkihs
around with ohly one shoe. T decided +o exPlare
+he he.nrb}( stalls while Rodrick was ?oi}shiha of f
his stick of fried butter.

11|

But T had a SERIOUSLY close call when T
turned a corner and almost ran smack into the
entire Beardo Famiiy. Luckil?n T was able 4o duck

for cover Jus-l' n hime.




Now that T knew +the Beardos were on the
Fnirsrouhds , T was eager to sa'l‘ out of there.

:]: went o 1aak for Rndrir_k ’ but ,nr. mustve gohe
back 4o the van. T decided 4o head there myselwc ;
but on m?r wd.y ovt T s?u'H't& the -h:P of Moms

head in a crowd under one of the livestock tends.

Pmple were Pncke& shaulécr to shnuldcr, and i
‘h‘it& PUSHT'-& m?( wnf eraush +o 5:1' +o wh:rc

Mom was.

But when T 3°+ hulfway in, a bi_g cheer went up-




When T ﬁha”y made i+ up to the front, T was
svr‘?r‘isa& 1o see Mnhhy Serh;iihS in the middle of
the crowd, haldihs d ?iece of paper.

A??nrth‘ﬂ},ﬂ, ‘H‘\EI’E wds d contest to see wha muH
come the closest o Suessihs ‘H‘\t wtr's}\‘l' of a 1'\05,

and Manny got it exactly right.

The prize for guessing +he }\ﬂ\a_‘,js weislh-l' was a real
live bnby P




Mom axPInihed +o the Ju&se that +hey’d Jus+
entered the contest for fun and didn+ nc-kunlly
WANT +he P;s.

But the ?eo?le in the crowd seemed kind of

insulted and wouldnt take no for an answer.

With all +he commotion this was causing T was
nervous the Beardo 'F-:.mﬂ?! was gonhha come over
4o the livestock tent +o see what was going on.
Luckﬂ)q b){ then Mom seemed rea.d?r to get ovt of
there herself, and we made our way +o the exit.

Da& was sFHihs n ‘I'he Van wH“'\ *ﬂ\e nir-mn&iﬁahihﬁ

cranked up, and when he saw Mom cnrr‘?ﬁhﬂ a
Fis, he was a litte taken I:y surFriSt.
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Mom filled Dad in on how Mnhh?l won the pig in
the contest, but he didn*t seem too thrilled with
the news.

Dad said we had no business owhing a pig and
+hat we needed +o take i+ back o the fair
immd;n-l'ely.

But Mom sni& it was too late, because ‘H‘\E ?;5
had n|re=td?? "-'r-ni:arfh‘te:i" oh Mahhy.
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Dad still wasn+ on board, %aua]m He said a Pig is
a barn animal” and could be mrr?(ihs all sorts of
parasites and whatnot. But Mom said o LOT of
Pea?ic keeP ?iss as ?c‘l's . nh& SEEJ& i‘.:dr‘& ﬂ‘.ey}re

Jm as Smart as Joss.

‘ﬂ\eh Rodrick 5o+ in on the conversation. He
voted for KEEPING +he ?is because he said we
muu Sr.‘l' -Free bacon ﬁrnm it r.".fery norh?ha, 'I'hc
wn?t }(ou get eqgs from a chicken.

So either he doesnt understand how pigs work, or
he Just wash + ﬂ\ihkihg i+ all +he way 'I'hr‘uush.

T was all in favor of ktt?ihs +he P9 if it meant
we r.nuH \\urry up dhcl 3&"!’ Saiha.
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T noticed a Pur?le van ?arl:ed a few spaces away
from ours, and T was nervous the Beardos would

show up any second.

Dad {ihd.“?' caved in. He said if we were gonna
kee? +he pigs it would have 1o ride in the boat.
But Mom said ?uﬂiha +he ?53 in 'ﬂ'\e boat was
“inhumane” and that we needed 4o find a Flace for
i+ in the van.

The ﬂ\iha is, there wasn+ nh?(whr.re to PUT
the Pig in the van. We couldnt Just let i+ roam
free, and we couldnt exac-l'ly strap it in with a
seat belt . e;‘ﬂ'\er. So Mom equ‘HP.& out ﬂ\e cooler
and put the pig in THERE.

Once that was settled, we ﬂhm"y Fuﬂf.d out of
+he Pdt’kihﬁ lo+.
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After we ?”+ a few miles between us and the fair,

T could Fihnlly breathe again.

But ‘Fhe ?4'5 started cnusih& +rouble r.‘ah-b nwa?l.
B}l ‘I'}xt time we sa'l' 5m‘.k on ‘|+.l: Hshwn?(, it ’nud
'hi??td over the cooler and was rooting around in
one of the Mommy Meal Bass.

: 3 r)’fjf:f‘:fjiﬁ

T had 4o wrnhsle +he P9 back into the cooler,
and THIS +ime T 5+rd??td the seat belt across
it so it wouldnt ip over.

Mom figured +he pig was 'nuhar)t, so she said we
needed o s+a? and srl‘ it some food. Her idea
was for us +o g0 +o a restavrant and ﬂ'\eh 3.'%
‘H’\: P';S our leftovers. T}m‘r Souh&ed |ikt a soad
deal +o me, since it meant we d dc‘l'ud.li?! Sc'l' +o
have a sit-down dinner.
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We found a Plnce to eat o few miles away, and
Mom st)eed back in the van with +he P9 while
the rest of us went inside. But when the waitress
saw that Rodrick was nh17 wearing one shoe, she
said she couldnt serve him.

! OMELETS = PANCAKES |
EGGS AMY STYLE

b

(1
FII!ll

Dad said me and Rodrick could take 4urns u5ih3
MY shoe. But T wish T hadn+ let Rodrick 90

+rir5+, because {'\:ls ‘I'hc worH}s slowest eater.
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When we got back in the van, we gave the pig our
leftover corn and ‘I-l'e.ae.'hblti, which it ate 5+rni3"r|‘
out of the S'I?(r‘mcodm container.

Mom started |uukih3 up ?Iuce.s +o s‘rny' for the
nﬁsh*l' on the GPS. She asked Rodrick 4o call a
hotel 4o see if H‘\e?' had dh}( rooms n?nilnlﬂ:.%t;{
did, but Rodrick blew i+ b}( getting oo s?t:ci-ﬂr..

Mom found another P!nr_e a few miles away, and

+his time she did the +a|kih3.

T}xe }\ﬂ‘l’d was Jus*t' n-F‘i':r "H‘\E +olls. A few )nuhcir'eci
feet from the exit, traffic came to a crawl.
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That was a ?rnHtrn for me becavse T had two
big Slusses of lemonade at the restavrant and
REALLY needed to use the bathroom.

T s?oﬁed a gas station up ahead and asked

Mom and Pad if T could }‘\o? out and use the
ba-ﬂ\room +hen catch up with the car after T

was dﬂhﬁ.

Dad didn+ like +he idea because he was worried
+hat {:7 +he time T got back, 'H'\e?z nFs}vr dlrmd?‘
be H‘\raugh +he ollbooth. B}z now it was Pre-Hy
obvious the P19 needed o 90, too, because it was
runhing in little circles inside the cooler.

Mom said T could use the bathroom at the gas
station as |oh5 as 1 IarwSH +he P9 WITH me.

100



So 'I: -hake& it uhc!er my arm :m& ran across 'H'\ree
lanes of traffic to the gas station.

T +ried the handle +o the men's room, but it was
locked. T waited for the person using it to come
OUT, but whoever was in +here wasn+ in nh}(
rus}\ to wrap +]h|'h35 up-
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T was aeﬁihs kind of dei?em‘m, so 1 +ried
the handle to the women's room, but THAT was
locked, too.

'I. ran back +o -t"nt car, wl’uir.h hn& ohly moved
forward about five feet in the time T was gohe.

When T +old Mom that both bathrooms were
r::ccu?ir_cl, she said gas station I}nﬂxrnnms are
ALWAYS locked and that T had +o ask

the

ATTENDANT for the key.

Soe T ran BACK 4o the gas station and +old
the suy at the desk T needed +o use the

restroom in a hurrr.
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T'm not sure what T was exPec+ih3 from a
gas station bathroom, but it was nc-l‘unlly a lot
WORSE than T could've even ;mnsihe&.

Let me Just say it was ?ﬁ:Hy awkward using +he
toilet with a farm animal staring ri5h+ at me.
But the PJS was even MORE embarrassed +han
I was, because w"\:h it was +‘nc Pisjs +urn o 90,
mﬂ'\fhs l\nPPche&.

i
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After T gave +he l:e?t back 4o the attendant,

2 s?o'Htcl our van just as it was about +o 9o
through the tollbooth. So T sprinted all the way
across traffic to get to it in fime.

But before T a?ehed the door, T wish T had
noticed that the van didnt have a BOAT
n*l"l'aﬂ'\cd to .

OUR van was nd‘unlly still a few cars back, and
by the +ime T got inside, the P9 looked like he

was about to burst.
B guess Mom was r‘;sh-l' about ?.'55 beEhﬂ smart,

because when T put him on Mnhhy’s Pc:--H}l seat,
he knew EXACTLY what +o do.

104



Monday

When we ?uHe& vp to the hotel last hish-i', T was
relieved that it looked a lot nicer than the ?1nc+.'.
we 5+uf¢c{ +he high'f BEFORE.

Mom nh& Dn& weren + ‘I'nkfhg nn}( c}mhc:s on
SEHIhS turned awn?l at the desk because of the

1a, 50 we i:e + .+ n 'I'}*.t cooler until we aot inte
5%, 1 9

our room.
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T +think Mom felt+ bad about the slee? situation at
the motel the first rﬁsh-h because this time she
rented TWO rooms so everyone would have a bed.

But T shouldve known there was a catch. Mom
said since she and Dad had T"lnhhy n THEIR
room, the Pig was gohha have +o s-h:.)( in OURS.

1]

Il

"

]: di&hj-l' know whud' I was SUPPQSE& to do wiﬂ\ +he
pig, so T tried putting it in our bathtub. But it
started whim?trfhs H*.e second I set it down.
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T decided +o let +he pig loose in the bathroom,
but when T ?eekecl inside a few minutes later, it
had made a TERRIBLE mess in there. And T'm
'P'I!"E‘H‘)/ sure i+ ate a bar of s0ap, +too.

T let +he P9 free in the bedroom so T could L’.e.eP
an e?’e onh it, but the first ﬂxih& it did was 90
s+r4;5h+ to ":]he &aor cahhecﬁns <I+u: +wo rooms.




E-H’th'l‘unu}{, Dad got sick of all the noise and
o?ma& the door 4o let the ?'3 in.

T was so tired T fell nslea? before my head hit
+he ?i'llow.

This morning T woke up o the sound of weird
noises coming from the foot of m;l bed. At first T
+Eau31~.+ Ro&r‘fck hd& soHeh up eariy, but 'H‘\F.h
T realized the sound was coming from the PIG.

| | | i | — | .
“ = % -!.:';r::-
o JI}W[ s
o BN
coseis = G —
; =
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T+ had somehow fiﬂurecl out how o open the
minibar door and was roo‘ﬁhs -I'hroush 'H'\e Cﬂhd?’
and other snacks inside.

'I. Pickt& ‘l'l\c ?53 up ahd ?U‘I' it in oour bn‘l’l‘rl’ub,
then went next door to tell Mom and Dad what
happened. But it turned out the pig had raided
THEIR minibar, +oo.

Somehow it had even gotten into +he DRINKS.
T counted at least +hree empy cans on +he
floor, and don+t even ask me how a Fis mu.hnged
to do THAT.
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Dad went down 1o the front desk to tell them
our "Pa'l‘" had Sn'H‘a'n into the minibar and we
s}\oui&hl-l' be char‘ge& for all +he stuff i+ ate.

But +.|~.¢: dcrk +a|cl Dnci we were gohha hn‘u’c +to
?u{y for ‘I'hr. stuff from ﬂ\e n[h;’l}nr, and on -h:?
of THAT, there was a fifty-dollar penalty for
violating the hotels “no Pﬁ" ?olic:,'.

After the final 'I'n||7, +he ?53 ended up cas+ih3 us
more than the ROOMS did.

Mom was eager to 5&+ on the road , SO she woke
Rodrick vp and told him to get in the shower.
But T ?robably shouldve mentioned +o him that
the Pis was in the bathtub before he sﬂPPed in.
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W}\eh we sa-l' n -I'}ne car, Pn& was oh +}1e ?hahe
with his office. A??M’Ehﬂ)ﬁ there was some sort
of cmzrsthcy, and he was the nhl?t one who knew
how to take care of it.

Mom had ?Mhhe.r] a bis du.y for us with lots of
stops, so she wasn+ hn??y that Dad had to deal
with a work situation. But we H‘I‘ 'H'\e road nh?ewn}( ,
and Dad talked on the P"\c}he while he drove.
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Our first stop was a ?Inct that claimed 4o have
the largest piece of popeorn in the world, which
ended up hot btihﬁ that imPressiue. First of all,
it wasn+t a real piece of popeorn, it was a wood

car‘fihs 4 and second P wasn+ even all -I‘}\dd' bfﬂ.

When we sa'l' out of the car, Dad s+n?h:& back
on his call. The P9 5+d.)fec.i:, too, sleePihs off the
drinks from the minibar.

_Greetings from the home of the

Nr.x‘l' we went to a ?lnc: ‘1‘1‘\111"5 su?faose&'ly "warH
-deusn because i+ hns life-size r.nr".fihss of all ‘H’IE

U.S. ?rtsidew%s in butter.
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“This time Mom made Dad SE'I“ out of the van and
Juih us, but he s-l'u?(ed on the ?hche the whole +ime.

CIFT
SHOP
fmoap——

When we got back in the car, Mom let Dad know
it wasnt OK for him +o be r-issihs out on Famil
time.” Dad +old her he Just needed to deal with
ohe more work issue . and after i+ was taken care
of ’ }\EH 3:"4?. us Hs full attention.

Dad said he was about +o get a call from one of
his international clients and that when he DID, i+

was r'cd“?! ImPaH'ah-f for e\rr.r‘?fc-nt +to s+d.71 qui:+ 50
i+ would seem like Dad was in ‘I'he office.
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T+ didn? look like that was gohha be a biﬁ Prai:lm.
Mnhh;{ was -:alrend?' down for his afternoon nap,
and the pig was stil passed out in the cooler.

e o

A few minutes later, Dads call came in. You could
+ell by how loud the 9uy was +nlkin3 +hat he was
upset. But Dad s?ul:e in a real even tone, and his

client seemed 4o calm down.

The rest of us 5+d.;,led as quiet as we could. But
then Rodrick got out one of his ?dﬂkﬁ of bubble

gum and ?u+ all five 'Pitcas in his mouth and
started chawiha i+ real loud.

Mom snnPPed her -thatrs to *h'y and get him 4o

S‘i’a? mnkihs so much hoise.
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But her -Fihser shapping was nc*‘l'udlly LOUDER
than +he gum chewihs , which you could +ell was
irritating Dad.

Mom wanted Rodrick +o get rid of his gum, so she
Pr‘:sszci ‘H‘\e button +o open ‘H‘\t SUhf’DD'F. But wkeh
she DID, the sound of air Hnwihﬂ inside the van
was like a Jet +urbine.

Mom I"Ed“!-t& s}ie ]hnd mac{e a miﬁ'nkc, 50 SEE
Presse& the button o CLOSE +he sunroof. But
before i+ shut all the wa?;, Rodrick chucked his

gum ﬂ\raug]'\ the o?ehihsﬁ
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‘ﬂ\e gum boomernhse& riah"i' BACK and 5&'!‘ stuck
in the gear +rack of "ﬂwe sunroof.

Mom -I"-rnn‘]'ica.“); ?ressed the “close” button, but
the sunroof was \jnmmcc{ open. At that moment,
the air rushina in from outside clisladged Flat
S‘l'nniey from the vent, and he went ﬂyfhﬁ.

Dn& was }m‘l.rr'ha a rtu.ﬂy \‘\dr& +ime mhceh‘t‘rd‘l'ihg
on his call and was 'FUmHEhS with the buttons 4o
-l*r)t and shut the sunroof himself.
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But now he didnt have a hand on the wheel and
was s+e¢r?n5 with his KNEES.

Dad started drhfﬁhs out of his lane, and +he

driver of a Buﬁc tractor-trailer let us know it,

wlhir.!'\ mn&e Dad drn? Hs ?hahe.
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“The horn also startled Mnhhy, and his ?aciﬁ'er
Fa??ed out and onto the floor.

Mdhh}( was suckiha air like he still had his Pd(;'F;EI"
in his mouth, and T knew we had about +en
seconds 1o find it before he had a full-on +antrum.

'I. sPaH'ed ﬂ'\e ?nci-ﬂer on ﬂ'se floor in front of
e uhd ‘h'iccl to unfasten my seat belt so I couH
reach it. But instead T ncci&th‘m“y unbuckled +he

seat belt ho!dihs +he COOLER in ?I.ace:.

Dad was ‘|’I’>‘Ih5 to reach for his F}mhe at the
same time, and he erke& the car to the left,
which made the cooler 'h'? over.

114



Now it was total chaos. The pig was loose, Muhh?r
was cryihs, and Dad was cursihs because he couldn?

reat}\ Hs ?i\aha-

But the main ?rcblm was the PIG. T+ was
going bananas, runhing around on the floor and
51'-"‘5"'"“3 like crazy. E.‘urer)(ahe was 'I'r}'ihg to Srnb
i+, but the pig was too $|i??er)f-

Then, all of a sudden, the pig went quiet. And
w]'\eh ht ?uﬂbt& ba:k u?, we khew w,n?l.

QUCK
SUCK

—_— —_—
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T reached out real sl.owiy and ?lucked Muhhy’s
chi-ﬁ'er‘ out of the Fisls mouth. And thats when
it BIT me.

T guess the ?'-3 decided this was its chance o
make a run for it. T+ ha??ad vp oh Mnhh?e's seat
and tried to squeeze -H\rougl-\ the window, which

Wwads G?Eh a (Td(l‘-’-.

M

ﬂ*.c ?is mhn&t& +o St‘r its h:ncl and front |:35
out the window and wouldve made i+ ALL +the
way out if Mom hadnt Jum?ed over her seat and
srd.bl:ed its hind legs.
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But when she !uhged for the P9 she kicked a
button on the stereo, and now we had +he S?nhish
CD Hnriha at full volume.

POR FAVOR. HABLE
MAS DESPACIO.

T}ﬁc whcﬂt +ime , Dad was sw:r‘u'ihs all over +he
Flnce. E.vth‘l'uq“y, Mom got +he P9 back inside
and closed Mnhhyrs window. Dad ndhnstd +o
pull the van over and +urn off the stereo.

'I.‘I‘ was qui:-i' n "H‘.E car for a full minute w]\ﬂe
t\ftr?!ahe cnu&hi' ‘I'\\:ir I}renﬂ‘.. Dn& was red"?! mncl
‘H‘\d.*l' we messed up ’m’s business call, and hc let+ us
know i.
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But he ?robubb; should ve made sure his P}\oht was
off first. Because when he ?u+ it to his ear, his
client was still on the other end.

Tuesday
After Dad’s work-call disaster 71&51‘4;-.1"‘:1::?/J he and
Mom had a loha talk outside the car. Then 'H“.e.}(

got back in, and we drove in silence for a while.

A half hour later we ?ulled into the ?ark.'hs lot
of a PeHihS zoo. Mom oPehEd the side door and
+ook the cooler with the ?53 in it out of the van.

PETTING Z(

ENTR
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Mom went inside, and five minutes later she came

out with an tm?-l}« cooler.

PEI"SOhdnyJ T wasnt sad o see the Pig g0, but

Ma.hh?r was a different s-h::r?(.

T'm not so sure Mom was daihﬂ the petting zoo
n.hy favors b}’ &nhnﬁh& a Fiﬂ that bites kids.

And s?eukihg of which, my -Finger Was reaﬂf
KILLING me.

Dad said that the ?13 ?ro‘i}dﬂf hadn+ had d.h?!

immunizations and ﬁah‘l‘ even \m‘l.re rnbf:s, wh’ch

was NOT what T wanted +o hear.
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Tve seen E:houglh horror movies 4o know that when
a person gets bit b?( an danimal hu'l‘hihs sood
comes of i+. The LAST ‘I'Hns T need is 4o 4urn
into some thJ of wer‘c-Pia ; becnusc +ha+ cnuH
r:n”y mess up m)( &n-ﬁhﬂ life.

Chez Henri

/ REALLY? I
[ HADN'T

/

Mom +ook a look at my Fihgtr_, and T could +ell
she was a little worried. She said we should find
a doctor to check it out, which didn*t calm my

herves dh?f.

Mom ‘l'n':rj ‘o -F-hci an :mrsch-:.)t—ture ?’:nce on
the GPS, but there was ho'ﬁ\ihs within a -Ifi{'l')r-

mile radivs.
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But she DID find a VETERINARIAN'S office
five minutes up 'ﬂ\e roncl.

She sm'd a Veterinarian wnulc{ %\d‘u’e 'i'hr. same stuff
as a re3u|ur -:inr.‘l'ar, but a vet tnuld nf.'l'uu“y be
BETTER because 'H'\e;; miﬁh-f know a -I‘th or
two about P9 bites.

i hahzs*\‘l)i +’nau3h+ Mom was Jakin& around about
this veterinarian ‘H\ihs,-, but she was dead serious.
And a few minutes later we Pu”ccl into the
Furkiha lot.

3ONDS Hjﬂ VETERINARIAN

Mom talked +o the rcce?-l'iahis‘r at the front desk
while the rest of us waited on a bench.
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A minute later Mom came back with a di?bmrd
and some ?aFamurk to fill out.

AH 'I. can sa?f s, 'I. ]\aPt ‘I'Hs stuff doesn+t srl'
-m:d on r-.}( Ptrmnhth'l' remrd, because i it crops
up later in life, i+ could be tml}nrrnssihs.

Emergency Pet Care

Patient Registration

(i )}

Pet’s name: ,zj'mq,

d
Owner’s name: Mﬂ%
Species: N.wmwm

Last vaccination: _%amu%zi

History of worms? Yes B No [

ab a )tecﬁcﬂ@,L
Last rabies shot: _N/A

Spayed/Neutered? Yes [0 NoX
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Once Mom handed in the forms, the receptionist
told me T could sit with +he other "?n+ieh+s“ +o
wait for -Hae. doctor.

You'd 'I'Hhk '1.-’& sc'l' some sort of ?n'ori‘r?r because
I.Jrn a lwmnh I:reih&, but I 3a+ ?l.r’r htH’nd a strl:rﬂ
that had swallowed 4 cigarette and a cat that
3u+ its face stuck in a yuauﬁ container.

COUGH
COUGH

.

When we had our &as , Sweetie, Mom had +o take
Hm +o -ﬂ\: vet a buhr.h of +imes for 5e++1h5 into

stuff he wasnt su??nsujr to eat. But the LAST

time she took him, she didn+ renlly need o.

MCIM l'\ﬂd {OUH& a bl.-'hth D\c EN?"’Y EE”GP!’\HHE

wrappers from a ?ar.k of w}moo?i: ?.’es in the laund
room, and S:ht ﬁaured Sweetie ]\d& eaten them.
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AP?arehH?; , chocolate is like POISON 4o 4
clos,, so Mom rushed him 4o the vet +o Se-l' his
shmnth ?um?ed.

When Mom 5rou31'1+ Sweetie home from the vet,

she told me he had gotten into the wl\oa?;e pies.
T fel+ kind of bad, because T was the one who
ate them , not 'H\e dos.

Ah& from w}\crl' I've henr& - seHihs )’{:-ur s-i'nr-.a.c}\
PUMPEJ ish+t a real ?lmsnh‘l‘ ExPr_rience.

"y

;7 IOWE
\ YOU ONE!
e y
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T feel like my visit +o the vet was Pn;;l:mcl: for
the whaa?-’a pie incident, es?er.inll}; when +he nurse
weisﬂ\ecl me on the same scale ﬂ\e?r use for DOGS.

:‘.‘: DOGGIE POUNDS

The nurse +ook my +ar-.?ern+ure, too, and had
me hold the thermometer under rnpf +nh5ue for
+Hr-|7 seconds.

When I: Sn‘l' back 4o the wni't'iha area, Rodrick
told me that when they take an ANIMAL'S
temperature, +he7 stick the thermometer
somewhere ELSE, and *ﬂ\:}/ ?rnbnbl?z use +he

same one for all +heir patients.
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T was worried Rodrick might be right, but then
T realized this information was coming from a avy
who was eating aerbil ?el'le-i‘s.

RUNCH
C
e

Twice while we were waiting at the vets, Mann
bolted out the front door, and both times Dad
Srﬂbbnd him before he got too far. T +hink
Mahh;/ was ?re’ﬁy mad about us leaving his P9
at the Pe-l"ﬁhﬂ 200, and he was “':'Hha out.

BOARDING +
GROOMING

. -

When T was ﬁahhy's age, T used +o get mad at
Mom and Dad and +r)' to run away all the +ime.
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T remember once when we were in the chuhaihs
room at the ?acﬂ and Mom was 'i'ryiha to make

me wedr d bﬁ']hihﬂ sut T didnt like. T 4ook off
runhing, but T wasnt r‘enlly ﬂ\ihkihs about where
T was GOING.

RODRICK used 1o run dway a lot, 4oo0. When he
was in first srnde, hed take off wer?t dayf at the
same time, but hed come back home when Mom +old

Hm Hs favorite TV shnw wds oh.




When Mdhh7 +ried to run awn?: a THIRD +ime
+::-c|n?l, Mom {aoush'l' a retractable leash at the
front desk o 117‘ and kee? him under control.

Mom also 30'1‘ a bahdnﬂa for Rodrick’s foot so we

could start going into restavrants as a 'Fﬂrnily again.

Fihn"f 5 +H: veterinarian was rend?' +o see me, nn&
+he nurse led us into the exam room. M}{ ?n|rw5

S'I'dr“l'cd ﬂeﬁihs sweﬁ?', because I n|wn?ls 5\:‘!‘ d
li+te nervous wl\ch it's time to see the doctor.
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Tmnot a I:is fan of needles, and Mom knows
it. So whenever T need to get a flu shot or
Sameﬂ‘\iha, Mom doesnt +ell me its mm'hﬂ,.

Ahd b:/ ‘H\E +ime 'I: ﬁsur\: out whn‘t‘*s 3oih3 oh,
+s oo late.

HEY, IS THAT
A HOT-AIR

But there werent dh}' shots +this time around.
Mom +old the vet what had ha?FehedJ and she
took a look at my ﬁhsﬁf‘.

T}xe vet saFd ‘I‘}\r.re was ho".‘hihﬂ ‘o warr?( about
since the FESJS teeth hadn't broken the skin.
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She ?u+ some antibacterial ointment on rr-?( fihger
Jus+ to be safe and then sent me on m;,f wn?r.

L soﬁa say, T was ?ra-l-ly im?r‘esse& 57 +he
whole veterinarian exPeriehce. The doctor was no-

nonsense and didnt ambush me with nh); needles.

1 ﬁgurt when we get back home T rviah‘f research
some Veterinaridns /n our dred. I’m not 5"‘)"""‘3

T deﬁhihl?f 3aih5 to make the stcB, but T
do want to see what my uF-h'nhs are.

Aac‘l'cr +}\e vets g Dn& s?ch‘} some time +r'?'ih3 +o
5&‘1‘ +he gum out of ‘I'}\e sunroof with a Pquiclc
s*hi':.k. But i+ was too HESS?( nhc{ t\rth‘!'ud"?t \'\c

Su‘u'e uF.
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JANAUVL|

AN TN

Dad didn* like not l‘va.’hs able 4o close the sunroof,
so he drove around +I"?(ih5 1o find a mechanic who
could fix it. But hubudy he talked +o would do it
for under a hundred bucks.

So Pﬂd went to a sractry store d.h& Jbauaqﬁ some
cellafahuhe and duct tape, and he fashioned his
OWN sunroof.

A [\
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T think Dad was Pre-l-l}r ?roucl of himself for
saving mohey on repairs, tsPacially when it started

to ramn duhc! }'\Is -home.rm&a suhroof 1'\&1& up-

But after a w}\ﬂt ‘1".'\2 ctua?}mht s-l'u.r‘l't& mifhﬂ
with water and bu&s.

E..veh'l‘unﬂ;,'} the whole *l'hiha gave way, and for
ohce L was 5|nd +o be sitting in the back.
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We Fnrkad under an overpass and waited for the
rain to clear up while Mdhh?' and Rodrick changed
nto some df){ clothes.

'ﬂxt 'I'T'EP was a +otal Aisnsi‘tr up to 'I'Hs ?aih'l',
and even Mom was rtn&}z to admit it.

She said i+ ?robably wash+ such a Sm& idea to do
e\rcr?ﬁhihs nccnr&;’ns +to +]he mnsuzine 4 and i‘hn-f
if we switched ﬂuihﬂs up a little, mn)fﬁt we could
+urn ‘H‘\c +riF d.raunc{.
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Mom said that from then on, we'd go wherever

the road took us and wed make decisions as a
FAMILY a|on5 +he wn)(. She said the rest of
"ﬂ‘at +r‘i? cauH |>= |ikc ‘I']'xnse Cl‘xmsu Ynur Own

Aclv:h‘l'urt books.

T n|wnfs liked those books, because on e\rer}; page

?Fr.:-u 3&‘1‘ +o make a &ecisioh 'H'm*l' chahsts ﬂﬂ: s+ar7.

DA

--'---_______——__-—-‘-—.

The ancient statue has a
priceless gem in its eye
socket. The inscription at
the base of the statue
reads STEAL FROM ME
AND PERISH. What do
you do?

If you pry the gem from
the statue, turn to page 40.

If you stop and pet the
kitten, turn to page 23.

93

—_—

The ?l"ﬂb':m i5, T never seem +o make the choices

+ha+t 3:1' me to a hdﬂ)}( thciihs.
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Tn fact, it seems like no matter WHAT choice T
make ; its u!wu./ys the WRONG ohe.

When you step onto the
dais to pet the kitten, the
ground beneath you gives
way, opening into a deep
chasm.

You fall to the bottom and
die. Better luck next time!

The End

T wasn+ so sure about Moms new n?Prodch, bt T

fisured nh?"i'l'\ihs was an improvement as Ians as T
didnt Sch bit {J}( u.h?! more ?Iss.

A'H'cr +}~u: ranstorm ?assed , we 3-:'.-1' back in +]~.e
car nhc{ Sd"li"t Moms Jdea d +r?f. ‘u\ﬂ‘\eh we red.r.he&
our first intersection, she asked e*u'r.r?(one if we

should 4urn risl.'\‘f or lef+ or 9o s+rui3}\+.
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So we held a vote. Me and Rodrick voted 4o turn
rish-h and thats what we did. And when we so'l‘
to ANOTHER intersection, we Voted again, and
this time we turned LEFT.

We drove into this li+tle +own that had 4we
restavrants, and after we voted, we went to one
that ended up havfhs the best apple pie Tve ever
+asted in my life. Tn fact, i+ was so 3{:0& we
ordered a SECOND one.
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Mom was renil.}; ﬂease& with herself for coming up
with this new a??ronch and said she was gonna
write n to "‘anii?' Frolic" and tell THEM about i+.

The nhly person who WASN'T huuihs d snnd
+ime was MANNY, who still seemed vpset about
the Pis. Mom kqﬂ +he leash on him even while we
were =n+ihs ; o make sure he didn+ +r)( and run

d.wd.y dsnih.

After lunch, Mom asked me to take Mnhhy to the
bathroom, which oh17 had one toilet in i+. So T
waited outside for him to do his business.

T"".nhh?t was in there for a while, and T started +o
wonder what was hkfhg him so iohs.
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T -ﬁha!ly c-?eheci the door, and he was GONE.

Luckﬂy , Dad saw Mnnhy +}'\rnu5’n the front

window of H‘\t restavrant and Sr.oa?ed Hm up
before it was oo late. Pecauvse if i+ “mcl been

another minute or two, who knows HOW far he
would ve sn'H'ah.
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We got back in the van and Mom 5+ru.??ed Mahhy‘
into his car seat. When we got 1o a 5+n?lj5h+,
everyone asr‘eecl +hat we should g0 left, and we
waited for the L'sivt' +o {hahae.

When i+ turned green, Dad S'i‘e??e.;] on the 99s,
but a car came out of nowhere and TOTALLY
ran the red !.'S’nJI-.

Dad laid on the horn, but the driver Jus+ ke?'f
ohn saiha.

Then another car ran the 1.'3}1'1', and then
ANOTHER. T+ was like habn&;ﬁ even NOTICED
that the |i3h+ was red.
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Dad was 3e++ih5 Pre'l-ly Fruﬁrn-h:&, and when he
saw a gap between two cars, he put +he ?a&uh to
-ﬂ\e floor ah& b{whﬂ a left.

D SC;Q. ‘]

"'\

We bnrei;/ squeeze& in front of the NEXT «car,
which ALSO ran the !is"ﬂ'.

When I: looked back at the car behind us, :[
noticed someﬂﬁh& weird. There was a litte ﬂas on
either side of the hood.

144



Mom noticed the ﬂaﬂs, +o0, and she got remlly
u?sa'h She said the vehicles behind us were ?ur-t of
a FUNERAL ?rotessmh.

She Ex?lnihttjl that duriha a funeral, cars are
allowed +o go H‘-raush red lfﬂ}ﬁs on their way
from the church 4o the r.er-vE'IT;r?’ so ’rﬁ'\!:?/ can all
stick +ose+‘her. Ah& now we d gohe and cut off
the line of cars.

Dad was getting Pnhick7 that all +he cars behind
our Van were how 1fo|lawih5 US, and he +ried o
shake them off our +ail b?; makiha a few quick turns.
—/




T+ didnt work, 'ﬂ'\oual'\. Dad said he was gonna
get back on the Hﬂhwa}; and try o lose the cars
THAT wn}(_, but Mom said the LEAST we could do
was Lm& +1\e Pen?le behih& ws to ﬂ\e cem*i‘er’y.

So Mom ‘l}z?ed "t;i:rneh:r?'" into the GPS, and
there was one J'us+ a few blocks d.hrd.}(.

JUNTRY 162 RESULTS FOR "CEMETERY"
QUIET MEADOWS | 0.5

RESTFUL OVERLOOK]| 7.2
PEACEFUL VIEW 7.9
PLEASANT HILLS 9.3

We drove +}-.raush +he gates and ?nr‘ke& n|ah5 +he
side of the ?n+]h. E.‘u'er?rahe who was -f-anwihS us
scﬁ out of “ﬂ\tir cars, but ﬂ‘\t}( seemed confused.

One |aok at ﬂ\e ﬂrﬂes*l'nhes dhd it was clear w}m*l'
had ka?Pehed. APPdreh‘rly, +he GPS +reats all

cemeteries the same, and i+ had taken us +o a

PET cemete '7
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got u3'| y-

After esm?ihs with our lives from the PE‘!‘

cemﬂr}u e‘ufer?/ohe &ecide& i+ wuuH be best +o
_jus*r ?nck it in for the rﬁah‘h So we found a
hotel a few miles away and got a room on the
seventh floor.
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Dad wasnt comfortable leaving all our stuff in
the van, since someone could get in +hrau3]'\ the
sunroof and steal whatever -Hmy' wanhted, so we
had +o +take EVERYTHING into the hotel.

® [

- -
. ®

B

W

|

T}wis mnrhihs Mom wanted to kctP Soihs with
+he Choose Your Own A&v:h'l'ure Plnh. I was
s+d.r+.'h5 +o wonder if it was such a 3red.+ idea,

since it almos+ got us killed 7es-ttr&a?«, but Mom
was s+i-;kih3 with it.

SH: srnbbtd d i:-uhc\‘\ of brachur:s from ﬂ'\e front

desk and brous}ﬁ' ‘1+.:m +o breakfast so we could
-ﬂsur: out what we wanted o do for +he &ﬂ?’.
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There were d.c.‘h.ru.!l?J TOO mdh}( optiohs, ahd

mf:un-:l?’ could agree on whd.*l' to do.

Dn& wanted to take an nuwday 3u£&ecl tour of a
Civil War bat+tlefield. Mom wanted +o go to +he
beach. And Rodrick wanted +o 9o to the electric

Sui tar museum.
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What looked like the most fun 6 ME was a ?Im:e
called Soak Central. We went +o a water ?nrk

LAST summer but 3a+ rained out, so L f:'sur:d
+his would make vp for i+.

But Mom read ‘l'}\rnuah ‘I'}me br&c}wr: and said Soak
Central looked “artificial” and +hat the whole

?oih-i of this +ri? was to AVOID ?laces like that.
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Since habod?t could agree oh ah?lﬂ\ihg, Mom said
sht was hdl:’.ihg an executive decision and that
we were going to the beach. Dad didnt mm?lm’h,
because T'm sure he was '?hihkihs that if we were
going o the shore, he mis}rl' ad‘ual'l)( get a
chance to use his BOAT.

Tm ren”y not much of a beach person m?!seH-r.

Whenever we go to one, we brihﬂ a blanket and
sFread it out, then sit there for the whole day.
And you can+ renl!y 9o nh}.'whtr‘m because ?(ou'r‘a

worried someone will take your spot.

T}xe last +ime we went o 'I'h: bcm‘.}\ ’ Ddd braus,l'\‘r
+he ‘1'd.r? he uses to cover the boat so we'd have

more room rnt' our {nnﬂf dhd all our s-l'mfmf.
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But the 'I‘nr'? was at LEAST 4wice the size of our

old blanket, and i+ took up a ton of space oh
ﬂwe bend\.

Not o mention the fact that i+'s made of
PLASTIC, so with the sun beating down, i+
was like 5i++r'n3 in a -Fr?fihs pan.

T+ was ESPECIALLY embarrassina when the
%

rest of my {ﬂmfl)f went to srnb lunch on +he
banr‘&walk nh& I }m& +to hdh& bac}:. on +¥'~.e +d.r?
b}( M?IS«E“F +o watch our stuff.




So T wasnt real excited about going to the beach,
e:sPa-:inH?e since L knew Dad had his boat +nr?

with him.

'ﬂm beach was a few hours drive nw.-.iyl, so 1
decided to take a nap until we got there. And
believe me, with all +he Juhk Fi!e& up in +he back
of ‘I'}\e riruivan, it wash+ EdS?’.

I. woke up when ‘|+\E van slowed down. I +}~.au5!.'\+
we were at the beach, but we hadnt even gotten
to the bridge yet. T+ seemed like everyone had
the same idea WE did.

WONK HONNj gEEEEP _ L
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When we were about a t{unrﬁr of a mile from
the bridge, T could tell Dad was starting o

3¢+ nervous.

He HATES br‘FJses , because for some reason e

se*l's cliu?( whene"u'er he }ms +o drive over one.

i e
]
= L
i

Jﬂwt bridﬂt +o the beach is one of those kinds
that's renllf h.‘sh above the water, and T'm sure
Dad wasnt looking forward to being stuck on it
for the next half hour.

Mom +old Rodrick HE could drive. So we Pullt&

over and eueryuhe switched seats.
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Dad ook my place in the back so he wouldn* see
the bridge out the front window, and T moved +o
the middle row.

When Rodrick got in the driver’s seat, he +ook
ﬂd‘mh'fns_e of Dad's radio rule and blasted }\env?x
metal music. And T could tell that wasnt helfiha

Dad'’s nerves.

¢

y

We were :m|?r Sa;hs about ‘H\ree miles an h::-ur.
'I.‘I' imk:& er we were gohhd l:: 5+uck on *ﬂ'\e

bricis: even |oh3tr +han ']: e::?ec‘l'cd, 50 I n?r.ned
+he I:rns of cheese curls Rodrick baush‘l' at +he

rocery store.
greacety
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There was a senauli sitting on the bn’dge rdiiihﬂ
next to our minivan, and it looked n‘sH at me.

b d
—~
[ S L A A [ L N A
iy, e, P P, A
- i fa

5 guess T kind of fel4 sorry for it, so T +ossed
a chtts: crl out of ‘H‘n: sunroof. 'J: h-:we to sn?! ;

',I: was ?r:H‘)/ im?r‘tssizd wi'\:h ‘!'}ne s:qsuu cnus}ﬁ

the thing in midair.




T was about 4o throw it ANOTHER one, but
Mom $+o??ed me.

She said Seu.suﬂs are rcd.uy dsar:ssi\rn and Sim'ha
+hem "Ptﬂ?lt food" is a bad idea.

She was ria}'d' about the "naﬂressive“ +¥1ih5,

because +wo seconds later +he 5&n3u|| was oh 'I'a?

of 1'}\?. car, and ?mu could tell i+ wanted more food.

I +l'~.rtw dhaﬂ\er ohe at i+ to +r}/ d.h& mnkz it
g0 nwn?!, but ‘1":*.: s:nau" babbltd ‘ﬂ‘\t chr.esr. curl 2
which fell n'sh'\‘ back into the car.
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That's when H\ihas got BAD.

The 5e45u|1. ho?Ped down INTO the car and ate
the cheese curl off the floor.

For a second, everyohe was in a state of shock that

a smsuil wds in our Van, and mﬁm:l?' moved a muscle.

’ﬂﬁt smsull Squnwked a few +imes ah& +l'~.ch tried
+o ﬂ?f I:u.r.,t. out 'I'}\r. wu.}( i+ came in. Dut it misscd
the afthihs l:r)f about two feet and smacked into
+he roof.
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Then i+ Jus+ went cnm?le-fely nuts, ﬂyihﬁ
around and crashing into the windows. E-var)mhe.
was ih 4 total ?ahic , and feathers and cheese

curls were everywhere..

Then the 5ea3u|| got sr‘e.eéy and Srnbbad the {"13
of cheese curls off the floor. But T Shas@e& i+
and held on for dear life. E\Jer}‘ohe was YEIIih3 at
me +o let 90 of the ba.s_. but T wasnt giving in.
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Fihn"y, the seagull beat me in our -h.;S-mf-war and
flew straight up through the sunroof, taking the
cheese curls with i+. But the S'E'.dsu“ didn+ get far
with the bns.

Abou*l' +}1rec—qunr+trs of the cheese curls ended
up BACK in the minivan, and from there it was a
+otal his}'\'l'mnra.
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A few of the semsulls flew vp front, and Rodrick
got so freaked out he hit the gas. When +he
birds ﬁhally cleared out and 'ﬂ'\ihgs settled down,
we hné d whalc NEW ?rnbh:m +o deal \-.rH'h.

&
o s "o

Believe i+ or not, ‘I'}\c ?mfwh in the car that we
rear-ended were nc+unli?1 ?rcﬁy hice.

T+ was a man and his wife , and -’rhey seemed o
understand it was an accident. So ‘H\t}( txthnnsed
insurance information with Dad, and the ?niice
didnt even need +o get involved.

i £ ah)ﬁhihﬂ GOOD came out of the accident, it
was that i+ 3°+ us out of going to the beach.
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“The BAD rews was that now our van wouldn+
start, and we had to wait an ]hour for a tow

truck 4o come.

All the traffic went down to one lane, and that
didnt make us too ?aPuinr with the Pea?le '|‘I“7Ihs

to cross H'\e: br‘i&se.

ﬂ*.t 54..7 at 1'}\-& auto reFair S}WP said we crncktcl
ﬂ'\e radiator and it was gonha *h:l:e a+ leas+
four or five }\ours to fix it. 'ﬂ‘m-i' meant we
needed o find 5amt+}\fh5 to do for the rest of
the &ny.
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When we s-h:f:?td outside, T was ?re-H‘y shocked

to find out we were r:m|>( two blocks away from
Soak Central, which is where T wanted o go in
-ﬂ‘m FIRST ?ia.ce.

S, —
OA

ENTRA o

T BEGGED Mom +o let us 90 +here while we were
wni*l'ihs for *I'}-.e van to 5e+ fived.

STA AR

She said slﬁe would r‘nﬂ'\er we d.& sam=+hih5
“wholesome™ like go o a local librnr?! , but this time

she was auﬂo'l‘t:i four to one.
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So we walked to Soak Central and Fm’& for tickets
at the gate. Then we got a locker and put in all
the stuff that we didnt want to get wet.

We chahﬂe& into our bd'ﬂ'\iha suits and met outside
+he restrooms. T+ was SUPER crowded, and
there was no way we were gonha find five laun5=
chairs all 'I'asﬁ’ner. e tvth‘hd“?’ found ONE
chair with a few broken straps, and dumped our
towels and the rest of our stuff on it.




Mom and Dad s+n}(ed back with Hahhy, 50 me
and Rodrick were on our own. But Mom said she
wanted the two of us to stick +03¢+}1er.

We went to the giant wave pool first, but there
were about a BILLION ?eo?h: in it

Rodrick su&scsﬂ& we ?in?l Hét-nhd-seek " but
wH'h all ‘I'}\e ?wPlc nh& rafts in ‘ﬂ'\: Pmﬂ 4 I
knew it would be im?assth for the seeker +o find
the hider.
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T said 4o make i+ FAIR, +he hider covldnt swim
vnderwater. T didnt renli}r trust Rodrick not to

che:ﬂ'; but he came vp with a wn)' +o make sure the
hider followed +he rules.

Rodrick got a paper 1['.-|a—::e. mat from the snack bar
and said the hider had 4o kee? it Jr?( to prove he
didn+ 90 underwater. And T have o admit, T
was ?l"ﬂ‘f‘l’?l fm?rESSEd hr_ came up wiﬂw +hn+ all on

*‘u's own.

T volunteered 4o be the first hider and found
spot at the far end of the ?col where T knew
Rodrick would have trovble finding me.

166



What T DIDN'T know was that Rodrick had
written Eorne-l'hihs on the ?lace. mat before si‘lfihs

it to me. Uh{oﬁuhu‘l'cl}n cveryohr. AROUND me
noticed before I did.

What he wrote wouldve been bad thous-h on its
OWN, but the m’ss?elled word somehow made i+

WORSE.
w)
LY

T am not
warfn5 d
— T bothing suit 77—

===
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And even MORE embarrassing was when +he
|i-Fesunrcl sa‘l' down from her chair and told me T
had +o get out of the ?mﬂ.

When it comes to Rodrick, Tve gotta learn never
to trust him. ESPECIALLY at water parks.




T was done with Rodrick after the Pluce. mat
'H\ihs and didnt care if Mom said we needed +o
stick together. T left him behind and went 4o 4
waterslide b}( rnfsel-nf.

T hadn*t realized how long +he line was until T
got hnhfwn}( up +he stairs. But b}’ +hen a ton
of ?t:o?ll: were BEHIND me, and ‘H\:ﬁ: was ho
+urhih3 back. So I was Pncktd in w|'+]h +hese
Fen?it wntil T got to the +°P'

I‘I’ was r'tnu){ ha‘h and ‘Ftﬂ?lt were 5+nr+ih5 +o
St‘l' uﬁi'h'l':d b?f how slow ‘H‘\t line was mvihg.
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Then the kid n‘giﬂ“ behind me Poked +he lad?f in
FRONT of me in the butt with a ?rml noodle,
and sht 'I'}*.nu&h‘i‘ it was ME.

So then T had her BOYFRIEND +o deal with.

T reu.llf didnt want +o get into a ﬁg}ﬁ over
somﬁhfhg like 'ﬂ\is‘. but 1ud:i]7' it didnt come to
that. We were at the top of the stairs, and i+ was
time to go down the slide.

UhFor-’ruhn-telf, +the raft was a faur-sea-}er, which
made 'H\ihﬂs Preﬁy awkward on the ride down.
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'ﬂ\e slide tm?*l'ied out into an area where ‘Hﬂ:re
were a ton of rn-F+s, w}‘.ich was 3r:n.+ because i+
sa‘nﬂ: me a chnhal: o l\.ic{c from ‘H‘m‘l’ womadhn nhd
’h:r bn)(frfehci. 'I. went urnuhd ﬂ'\t lui.?! river twice
to make sure IH lost+ +hem.

'I-':l had Ehaush with the water after ‘l'lnrrl', so 'I:
went b-:l.r.k +o our |auh5: r.}mfr o 3&1’ rn){ da'ﬂ'\:s.
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But +he chair was GONE, and all our stuff was
If;hﬂ n a ?ﬂe on the srouhd.

T found the rest of mf {rd.r-il?! at the snack bar
Seﬁihﬂ lunch and told +hem what }\d.??ehe& with

our loun ge chair.

Mom said i+ wouldnt be hard +o ﬂgurt out who
TOOK i+ because of the broken straps.
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We s?reud out to look for it, and T searched the
ared 5}« the wave ?aai.

Sure :haus"\, our |uuh3r. chm’r‘ wdas ‘H‘\:rc. But I
couldnt BELIEVE who was SITTING in i+.

T dont know what the odds are of runhing into
ﬂ\e Sdme ?ea?le ﬁsdih ahcl agnih, but ﬂuis was
starting to get RIDICULOUS.

T -ﬁsureé it was best to Jus+ le+ +he Beardos
HAVE our |auh3t c}mFr and not make it into a
biﬂ deal. So when I tdu&h'i back vp with F'I)J
Fnrru'ly, a Pre-h:hded T didn+t have any luck
Fihdihﬁ our chair.
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B}J now our food was getting cold, and we still

didnt have nh?!w]'\ﬂra to eat. We eventual l?f found
a place +o sit behind the snack bar.

E.'qrtr}mhe seemed rr.mi}f to leave after that.
Mom asked for the key +o the locker so she could
SE'+ our stuff. But j: +old }‘\er' .I_ didn+t HAVE i+.

She said she had Si\rch me the kl:?(, but T 4urned
both ?ackt'l's of m;f bn'i’hihs suit inside out to
prove ‘r!\z?i were m?-t?/.
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T was Pre-!-!?r sure shed given the kt}( to
RODRICK, but he said HE didn+ have i+, either.

Euery{md?! searched themselves for the key, but
we all came vp EmP‘l‘PJ'}\dh&E&. This was « HUGE
Probitm, because Mom and Dad’s cell ?hnhcs and
wallets were in ‘H‘m‘l’ |ock:r, 50 we mul&h"l' leave

until we found it.

We went 4o an em?lofte at the front counter and
told Nim we lost our ke?(.

But w}xcn }\: asked what our locker number was,
nonhe of us could remember. There were hundreds of

them, and ‘H\t?? all locked emcﬂy +he same.
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He said the locker number was written on the ke}x,
but of course THAT information wasn+ getting

us n.h)(whr.re.

The Sur said +he oh!y +hih5 we could do was -I'r‘y
and FIND +the kt}(, 50 we s?iﬁ vp and retraced

our s*h:?s across -ﬂ\t water Fdrk.

Rudr‘fck went to ﬂ'u: waVe Pmﬂ w’ntr‘e we ?1&)‘!&
hide-and-seek, and T went to the |u.1?' river but
didn* hq\;; nh}/ luck.

o @ ® (ga=

When we met back up, hnbocl}( had found the k:}f
Mom sni& rnn)!be we ncaideh‘l*a“f ‘I'\*.rew it nwn)r
after we ate, so we du& ‘t'hrous}\ 'l'l.'\e +ru.s}1 hear

w]'\f.rt we sat.
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Mom said we should all concentrate real hard and

+r;; +o remember which locker we put our stuff in,
and when T did, T could SUCI'&EH'?( see it clenrl)f n

r':?l mind.
029
@ — |&
)

T +old Mom, and we went s-’rraig]ﬁ +o locker 920,
Sure ehousl'u i+ was locked, and there was no key
in the door.
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We went back 4o the 3”}’ at the counter to +ell
him which locker was ours, but we had to wait a
long time before we could get his attention.

When we told him our locker number, he got ouvt
+he master key and walked over 4o number 929
w;ﬂw vs. Dut b)( *}’ne +ime we 39‘1’ *I'}xcrt 3 +)ne kt}( was
back in the slot and the locker was EMPTY.




“That meant someone had found our I:ey and
STOLEN all our stuff.

Then T thought of ANOTHER possibility: When
+he Beardos +ook our |nuh3£ f}mir, 'ﬂ'\ey mustve
taken our KEY, +oo.

T decided 4o +ell Mom and Dad all about the
Beardos and how ﬂ\&?' ?rabnbly stole our stuff 4o
sﬁ some ?-::?(l:mck on me. Then T ook them +o
the area where T last saw them sitting.

But {':7 +he +ime we 50-1' ﬂ\ere, +l\e?r were GONE.
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T was worried H‘xey méah-f'\re nlrend?r lef+
<‘:a.;uri:J so T ran to the front gate. And
ehaug}\, +he Pur‘?le Vdh was F“““"S awa?z.

+he

sure
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T KNEW +hat Family was bad news from the
besihh.’ha , but T never +hou5}1+ 'ﬂ-\e?r were m?able

of THEFT.

Dnc{ used ﬂ‘\e ?hohe at H\e front &esk +o call 'ﬂ‘"\&

Policc, but +he cops said that without a

license

Fldd't number i+ would be rtn”}( hard +to 4rack down

our stolen S‘l*l.nq: .
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TF there was any GOOD news about our situation,
i+ was that +he key to the van wasnt in the

locker, because i+ was back at the mechanic’s.

So we walked to the avto repair s]\c?, where
the mechanic was se'l"l'ihs read}( +o Pu-i‘ in a hew

radiator. He told Dad it was gohna cost almos+t
three hundred dollars, but Dad +old him he
couldnt Pn?l becauvse his wallet Jusﬁ' got stolen.

Dad told the mechanic he'd mail him a check the
second we So‘l' home, but the 5"7 said he couldn+
take an "1.O.U." He said what he COULD do
was put some sealant on the busted radiator,
which would last a duf or two before i+ wore off.
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But the mechanic said we'd have to run the heater
inside the van at full blast 4o kee? the engine
from over}\eﬁ}hﬁ. He said i+ nial-rl' sound crazy,
but i+ d.{'|'ud.“7’ works.

Mom and Dad +alked it over and decided we should
Just drive the van all +he way home. We didnt have
any money of a Pl'\::rhe, but we DID have a full +ank
of gas. Dad ﬁsure& f we drove s+r‘a.‘51\+ +hrau3}\ 4
we d get back at about 3:00 in the morning.

Mom seemed ?re-H): sad the trip was getting cut
short, but to be honest, T was kind of relieved.

Wheh we sa+ in *I'}we Vanh, Pa& +i.l'r'hl:{i vp *|+.1: l\mﬁ'
Jus*l' ke "H'\E mechnhft +old Hm to, and wH‘hEh
about ‘1'1'\5'."17 s:cahds it was a hun&ﬂ:c{ Jtsre:s
inside the car.
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Mom aPehed all +he windows vp front, but it was
like a FURNACE where T was sitting, since +he
wfn&nws {mtk ‘H\trc &ah"l' o?:h.

T +old Mom T didnt think T could make i+ all
the Wd.?f home without d?lihs of hea-ks-l—ml::e, but
she said T'd be fine as long as % 5+a>«ed ‘hy&rn-ﬂ.d.
Then she got two cases of water out of the boat
and brought them into the van.
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We headed out onto the thwu}(, and T went
H\roua}\ four bottles of water in the first hour.

T 4ried +o fall nsl:eP +o make the trip go faster,
but I 3:-# woken up w\'\th snmbad)f s-tur'h:&
hahk?hs ‘H‘\tir horn.

ﬂ‘xe ?mPle i 'ﬂ'\e car next ‘o us were wn‘l.thS *H'w.ir
arms and 'I‘ryihg to st'f our attention.

When T looked behind vs, T was 5ur?n‘5ed to see
ﬂm-l' +1ha +an on the boat was loose and -ﬂd??Jns

drnuh& in ﬂ'\e wihc{.

And E‘l-fer}"fhihs INSIDE +he boat was nfihﬂ OUT.
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Cars were swerving lef+ and ria}ﬁ' +ry£n3 +o

avoid our stuff ﬁ){ihﬁ +hrau5h +he air. B}l now,
Dn& ’nn:.l: seen wl\:r'r wds 5oih3 oh in ‘I'h: rearview
mirror, and he ?uued over o the side of +he road.

We S?El"ﬂ' the next two hours wn!kihs down the
’nishwny 'i'r?tiha Yo recover all of our stuff. But we
had 4o give up when i+ 3a+ dark.

185



Once we 5::+ back 1o the van, we sorted %mu‘g}t
the 'i‘hr'hss we had collected. 14 say T found
about 4wo-thirds of the clothes Td packed for
-ﬂ‘m +ri? , but Mom said +]'\eri: were w{‘wh BAGS

‘H’\ at were missi ng.

What was REALLY gross was that a few of
+he items we Picktd up werent even OURS.

Rodrick found 4 pair of underwear that was as
stiff as cardboard.

Once we sn'f back in the car, Mom said we needed
to start ﬂ'\ihkihs about eating. Rodrick wanted +o
open the package of cinhamon rolls that was s+l
in the grocery bnSJ but Mom said -ﬂ-\e?' hadnt been
re-FriSernhd and }\e‘& se'l' sick if he ate ﬂ\em.
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Mom used the GPS +o 'h‘)! and find a ?Iuce_ +o
eat. But the o‘nl}; ?hnces +hat were open at that
hour were fast-food restaurants, and Mom

wash + hn??)r about +hn+.

We ended vp pulling over at a rest stop along
+he hia}nwa.f that had a fried chicken P|nce. Since
we &idh"l' }m'&-‘e d.h){ cash or credit cnr&s, we }md
to scrounge around on the floor of the car for

loose chan ae.

We came up wiﬂ\ +hree clo"a.rs and fifteen cents,
whic‘n 'J: was ?rc*l*-'l}f sure wasnt even ehuus}\ to
sr.+ a cirurnsﬁc‘: and a ﬂ\ish.

Mom Sr.l.i:_Jl rnu.yb: 'H'\r.y 5nd.c1 a Value menu wi‘l’}x less
:x?thsﬁft items, so we Sa'l' out of the car and
wnlkecl ‘o 'l"\r. restaurant.
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But when we 34:+ to the entrance, the doors

were locked. We could see workers inside, but

d??ar‘ah'ﬂ?z at that hour 'H\t oh|>t -I‘Hhs open
was the clrive--l'hruugh.

We 5::-1' i:mck in 'I'h: car dh(i ‘I'n'r.cl +o enter '1";\:
drivt—'t‘hroush lane, but wi‘l'l\ the !:-nuH', it was
oo 'I'i&l'ﬁ a squeeze. So we ]hnd to rr:?d.rk and 90
ﬂ'\r‘ou\gh on FOOT.




We stood next to the menu and waited for
someone to come on the sFemker‘ and take our

order, but ho one did.

Dad said there must be some kind of sensor +ha+t
could detect the weiﬁh'i‘ of a car, so we did our
best to trigger it.

F@J S
- : _9_

— N — -

E.veh‘fud!l?', samba&f inside noticed us and opem&
the &rﬁ.re-'ﬂ'\rousl'\ window.

189



Mom asked what we could get with the mohey we
had, and the cashier said we could buy a small box
of chicken nuggets and a biscuit.

So we got +hat, ?ius a handful of barbecve sauce
Pucke-i‘s. Then we went back to the van and SPIH'
up the food five wn}(s.

We drove for a half hour or 5o, but 57 now it was
PFE‘H’)I obvious we werent gonha make it all the
way Nome in one shot. So we were gonha have to

find a Flma +o slu?.

We didnt have nn?r mht}( for a hn‘l’d, so Mom
tried to find a r.nnPsi'h: h:nr{:r}(.
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The closest one was ten miles in the opposite
direction, though. Dad said we were just gonna
}w.*u'e; to +ake ﬂ\e hext exit, Fihcl a ?ld.ce. w}\er‘e we
could Park, and $|ea? in the car.

T was open to just about nhy*i‘h?ha as lohg as we
could turn the heater off when we S+ﬂ??ﬂcl.

But as soon as we took the exit, i+ was clear wed

r-m.clt: 4 mis*l'nkt.

First of all, the road wasnt paved. There weren+t
u.h;; gas stations or stores or eveh d.'n?z houses.
There were Jus'i‘ +rees on either side of the road,
and ho s-l'r'erl'liah'l‘s.




We drove for a long time, but +he road was
narrow and there wasnt a good place to pull over.
I -I'Hhk eve.r?(ahe wWas Sa-l'-HhS ?r‘e-H‘)r s?aoke.:l,
and eveh+unl1}( Mom +old Dad we should Just get
back on the Hs!hwn;;.

But Dad kept saying he was POSITIVE +hat
at u.h?’ moment we were gohhd 'Fih& d 300& P'm‘.e

to S‘I'n?.

The farther we went, +huu5h, +he more nervous
Mom became, because now even the GPS didn+

khﬂlw W}\'E‘.'I!"E we were,

?

We saw some siﬂhs vp nh:ncl, d.hd we all 50"'
excited that nn;/l‘:e we were SE‘I"I'EHS back +o

civilization. But we were wrong.
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P\isl'r'r at the moment when aver?roht's nerves were

-ho-’mli?( shot, there was a r‘en.lI?' lovd noise.

Dad swerved off +he road y and our car came +o
a s’roP in +]{'1: mud.

T’l}d ears were ringing, and T looked around +o +r7
nhcl ﬁsurt out wl'm-? 1\.&& ’.'m??thed.
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£ tx?er:h::l to see broken Slass ever}rwhere, but

the windows were intact, and there was some kind

of weird 900 all over +hem.

Rodrick had +he Soot?f stuff on the back of his
head, and he was TOTALLY freaking out.

T still didnt know what was going on, but +hen

T looked in the 3rocer>f bns, which had shreds of

the cinnamon roll Pdcknse inside.

The tube had EXPLODED because the bag was
sitting righ‘f on -h:-? of one of the heater vents.
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But RODRICK didnt know that yet. He had
uhcook:& cinhamon rolls all over ‘l',ht bu.r.k of Hs
head, and he thought the dough was his BRAINS.

w}m u?sc‘} Rodrick even MORE was whch 1\: Sdw
Mduhh?’ |ic]:-'n3 the stuff off his ﬁhﬁers.
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Once Rodrick ﬁgure& out what had hmP?ehaé
and calmed down, we cleaned vp the inside of the

rmiruVahn wiﬂ\ Some ?m‘:aer‘ +owels.

‘ﬂ\e.h Dnd +ur‘he& -ﬂ-\a car :tr‘ouhd d.hc! dro\re back
to the hig}\wayr. A+ +he next exit there was a
Su?er‘mnrkrl‘ with an am?b{ ?nr‘kihﬂ lot, so Dad
Pulled in for the his}‘-‘h

We D“I)’ had four rﬂdihihﬁ seats in the van and
five ?eo?le:; so Mom volunteered Dad +o sieeP n
+he boat.

'.]: know Dad was lookihﬂ forward +o usih3 his boat
on this +ri?, but Tm guessing this was NOT what
he had in mind.




Mmﬂa}

T+ tock me a |on5 time to fall n5|tc? las+ rﬁsH,
and I was wokeh vp at about 6:00 in ﬂ'\t mr'hu'hs
w]hch ‘I+.c Srnctr}( store thlayces started d.rri'l.rr'ha

'FD'IT' work .

» -_;

==l QATTLE
RATTLE RATTLg.

B?( then the sun was up and it was alrendy hot
in the car, ?lus we were all s'h'ck)f ahd miserable

from sleePiha in our clothes.

We walked over 4o ‘H\P. srnr.r.ry store to see if
+}\e,\/}d le+ us use the bathroom +o wash up, but
‘H‘\: manager Sdi:.Jl ‘H‘\e store woulcjmi‘i' be open +to

customers for nha‘l’htr two ’haurs.
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When we were wuikihs back to the car, Mom said
we could use Mnhh?r‘s bab)' wipes to get cleaned up-
But then she realized she had ﬂcti&e:h-l'nli? locked
the ke‘ys inside the minivan.

‘ﬂ*.ere was HOPE, '1'}101:3}1. The sunroof was sHill
open, so Dad tried o FISH +the k:ys out of the
cup holder.
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After a lot of +r?lih3, he still couldnt Se'f +he
right angle. T+ looked like we were out of
DF+iah5 at that ?oih'f , but then Mom 5u33e.s+e&
mdybt MANNY could get +he kcys out.

So Dad lowered Mnhh;,f +}\rau3h the sunroof I:?(
his leash.

Once Manny was in the van, he +ook his sweet time.
First he went into the backseat and ate the two
barbecve sauce Fac]:’.a-i's we had lef+. Then he &us
+}\rmu31~. my duffel b“ﬂ and found a Pack of Oreos
I'r.l been snvihs Juﬁ in case.

199



Mdhh?‘ fihnlly made his way o the front of the
car and 5°+ +he keys, but instead of oPah-’ha the
door 1o let us in, he started +he engine.

Then he fiddled with the knob on the stereo until
he found a radio station he liked.

53 THE ITSY-BITSY J
SPIDER CLIMBED UP
} THE WATERSPOUT /7

Mom and Dad were ?ouhdihs on ﬂ'\: w:'h&ows,

+r?‘ih3 to get Mdhh}! to open the door. But
+hen Mdhh}’ put the car in DRIVE.

T +hink until then e'ur?lohe had fnrsoﬁen that
Mdhh}! hn& been ‘I'rfihs fo run d.wdy‘. because we
never would Ve made the mistake of |:++In5 him in
the van b}( himself if we had remembered.
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Lucki'l:b T“"mhhy wasnt +all ahoug\'\ to reach the
gas ?t:&nl, because if he could, he wouldve been

SMAS
WAL H

|oh3 Sohe.

T +think Mr.thhy‘ knew his escape ?lnh was foiled,

at least for now. Mom ﬂhn"y convinced him o
unlock the doors and let us in.

Once we 301‘ Soiha again, T started seeihs some
familiar sishﬁ's out the window, because we were

bnsim".)( rt-l'rddhs our Pd‘l’}\ back home.

We were r.or-siha up on ‘H‘\t town whtrc we s?en‘l' 'ﬂ‘\:
firs+ hfsh‘l' of the +rIP, and when we Pnssad b?( the
motel wed S-}ufed n, L saw the CRAZIEST 'I'Hhs.
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“There was a Fur?le van in the ?urkihs lot.

)

T +old Dad, and he ?ulied over. We took a closer

look at the van L and sure ehouah , it was the one
that be.lohsed 4o the Beardos.

That meant -H-\e?( were 5+d.?ih3 at THIS motel,
and were ?r‘abably using Mom and Dad’s credit
cards to PAY for i+.

We Pd.rkecl our car at ‘H*.e si&c of H‘.e E-uﬂdihs.

Dad said he was gonna call +he cops, so I‘\t 3:}*1'
out to use the ?]‘mht at the front desk.
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But ﬂ'ﬂf“‘y seconds later Dad came runhing back
+o the car.

He said ]he Sdw 'I'hr. Beardos 1env.'n3 'ﬂ'\:ir room o
g0 down o ‘H‘\E ?nnh and i+ looked like 'ﬂ\t?t‘ door
was lef+ open.

Mom said we should stick with +he ?lnn and call +he
Po“cc, but Dad said +hat before we did, we should
do a little investigation of our OWN.

Se we ALL got out and followed Dad +o the
Beardos’ room. Just like he said 5 the door was

DP ehn a Cl"df.k.

Pad hudsle& i+ open 4 li+tle WIDER, and we
Peekt& inside to see if dh}('ﬂ'\ihs of ours was
si++ih3 in ?Ia.ih View.
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But we couldnt see d.h?( of our stuff from where

We were 5+uhdih3.

Mom seemed ?ra-I-r?r uneasy about what we were
cloihs , but +hen Dad ?ushed +he door ALL +he

wn;l open, and ‘ﬂ\ere was ho +urnih3 back.
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We couldnt find ﬂhy'fhihg of ours, so if the
Beardos DID have dh}( of our stuff, ﬂ\ey ?rabnbi;/
carried i+ with them to the ?ual.

But as |oh3 as we l‘m& ‘H"\r. run of 'I”rm'r room, we
decided +o take full ddvdh'l'nat of it. T ﬂgur&&

i+ was OK since we were the ones ?nyins for it.

T +hink Mom felt+ we were setting a bad tmh?le for
Mdhh;(, so she ook him out to ﬂ'\e car,

But the rest of us werent finished. Me and
Rodn’ck -hmk +urns us.'hs "ﬂ‘\& bni’hr‘mm whﬂc Dn&
s*l'aad wn‘h:h at 'I'}\r. dmr.

'ﬂ\en }ﬂ: went in and +-'.'.-H us +o be lookouts for HIM.
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We had ?ushed our luck, ﬂ‘muah. The SECOND
Dad shut the door +o the b:ﬂ‘hroom, T saw the

Benr&as mmihs our wd?(.

Now, T love my dad and all, but T'm to0 YOUNG
to die. So T bolted, and Rodrick was right
be}\ihd me.

T wasn+t there to SEE i+, but ITm guessing it

was ?re-r-ly awkward when Mr. Beardo o?ehed his

bathroom door.

.
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Me and Rodrick 3a+ in the van and locked the
doors. T was ?re:-Hy convinced Dad wasnt gonha
make i+ out of the room alive and we were Jus+

gonha have +o go on without him.

But Mom ?uun‘.& 'H‘nﬁ car around to the front of
the motel, and when she did, Dad burst out of
-ﬂ'\e 'EN:-:lur'&e:.-sJ room.

M'h

Somehow Dad had Sa'l"l'ch the idea +o 3:’:.5 +heir
car kz)ls on his wnf out.

207



Before he 50'|' in our car he chucked the l'.e.ys into
some bushes, which baugl-\‘r us some time.

'I. ‘H’\ihk we mustve 5:::-'1“1'&\'1 +wo miles down the
road before Dad even bothered +o pull his pants
back up.

We hish-ﬁvt& each other because we had ts-mf:ed

with our lives. But in our rush o se-l' away, we
{orsoi‘ +o turn on the HEATER.

And a few seconds later the RADIATOR
conked out.
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Mom had to cut across two lanes of traffic to get
the van into the breakdown lane. But in the s?a-r
where we ?u'lled over, there was a broken bottle,

and we rolled rr'Sh-I' over it.

HISSSS
- - E

We got out of +he car so we could chnnae +he
tire. Dad c:-?eht& the back hatch +o find his Jnck,
but uhfarﬂ'unnﬁﬂ?’ T had taken it out before we

lef+ for the 'l'r.'P to make room for my PILLOW.

'ﬂﬁt nhl)t thfhﬂ we could do at that Foih‘l’ was wait
{ar }wdF +o come.
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E.!.reh-l'unﬂy, d car ?u”ed over behind us, but when
it got closer T knew we were in {"-S trouble.

I‘i’ was d Pur?le van.

f( 4

ROLL -~

8 ﬁgurﬂd the Beardos mig‘h‘r +r7 +o ram us with
their car, so T braced for impact. But the van
slowed down, and when the doors o?ehed, i+

wasn+ +]he. Beardos at ALL.

I:'I' was FTEH}* obvious that whoever +these 3”}’5
were, -Hmy were here o HELP.
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But -H'xey didn+t s?enl: E.hglish, S0 we were ’.-mvihg
trouble commuhicating with them. Mom and Dad
tried +o act out what was wronhg with the car, and
T'm sure the two 3”}’5 +hau31\+ rw},! parents had

LU .!-.

Then Mnrmy svr?n'se& EVERYONE b?( s?edkiha
in ?erfe-:-f S?aru'sh.

SALUDOS, AMIGOS.
GRACIAS POR PARAR
A AYUDARNOS.
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The conversation between Mdhh?( and the two
guys lasted a long time, so T figured Manhy
was Eﬁflaihihs every-ﬂ\ihs 'ﬂ\d'f had hd??ehed oh

our 'l‘r'E? ;

He mustve done a sood Jub mnkiha +he guys feel
sorry for us, because the hext thing you knew,
‘H‘\:)f were o-ﬁeriha us a RIDE. And T'm th??r +to
say their air-conditioning worked GREAT.

N TU CORAZON CANTA !
I PARA MI,MI AMOR JJ

I 'l'}\ihk we ussumr.d ‘!'.htse 3&.75 were ‘tnkfhs us to

a NEC}IM’\;E or samf.‘I'Hhs, but we were wrong.
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We should ve realized that if MANNY was the one

claiha all +he +nlkih& wed end up going where HE
wanted o go-

ILADIL I LAINYID

PETTING Z0O

5u_h_dg_>c

Like T said before, Mom was r;5h+ about pigs
being smart. She had it house-trained within a
week, and the pig even knows a few 4ricks ulrend’s}(.

T"l)! ahly redl carnP|dih+ is that how L hever get a
chance to watch h)’ shows on TV, becavse the P9
has ﬂﬂure& out how to use the remote.

213



But Tm gonha le+ +hat 90, becavse T dont want
to get bit a second time.

WHAT SOUND
DOES A COW

T+'s taken a while for everyﬂihﬁ to get back to
normal after the trip. Dad had 4o take a few
more clnys off work o cancel all his credit cards

nhcl 31:-1' hew ohes.

Ahd t+omorrow Mom nhd Dnd are suP?ose& ‘o g0

out d.hd 3t+ hew clr."u'crsJ licenses dh& ?hnhes.
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Our minivans been at the mechanic since it was
towed. We gave the BOAT +o the drivers who
heiFed us out as a wnf of 5“){;“3 thanks, which
was nt’rud"?/ Mom s suggestion.

“VRooy, ™, _

- -

Moms been Sd)f;hﬁ +hat even '|‘]'\uu5}\ our -H‘.'P
didn+t g0 +he way we Fluhhed, it was still an
adventure. She's been workihs oh an article +o
send ih to "anily Frolic” that T SErJr.:-usi}r }m?e
does NOT get ?uﬂisht&.

Moms also been mmk-'ha a scrnFi:rnnkJ and she asked
t\ftr}mht to contribute a souvenir to Pu+ ihs?dt.
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T was going +hrou51'\ the clothes T wore on the
-h*i?, and when 1T Picke.& up-my shorts, same{'}\ihs
small fell out onto the floor.

T+ was the KEY from Soak Central.

ﬁﬁ*%ﬁﬁ?

T couldn® believe T had the ke?! all d1uh3. T+

turns out T was wronhg about the locker number.
Bt T should get SOME credit for br.ihs CLOSE.

Now "rl'm'l' I }\n\rc *I'}\e kc?!, I have a -}ou‘g}\
decision to make. T+ feels like a page from one of

+hose Choose Your Own Adventure books.
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L -Figura T have three basic choices: One, T

can tell Mom and Dad +he +ruth and deal with
the cohsequences. Two, T can ?lnh-l' the ke)' in
RODRICK'S &Jr—iy laundry and let HIM +ake

‘H‘\: blame. Or +}\re: ; I can -ﬂus}n ‘H‘\z key down ‘I'}w.
tollet and forﬁrl' H‘\is whnic ‘I'Hhs ever thPchE&.

2

h': DO

ﬂ'\treis a Four'l’l\ c:r?‘rioh that involves ‘H‘.E ?ig,
but T havent worked out the details of THAT
ohe }(e-l'.

But Ith I sm'& be-&-rt, whchﬂer I ]hn'u'e d
difficult choice +o r--u.]:r., T n!wdys seem to ?ick

+he wrong onhe. Ahcl whichtvtr wn?f I g0 htre, s
hard o see this S'I'arf ’nq‘u'ihs d th?f Ehd?hﬂ.
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& Tamily road trip is supposed to
be a lot of fun unless, of
course, you're the Heffleys. The
journey starts off full of promise,
then quickly takes several wrong
turns. Gas station bathroomas,
crazad seapgulls, a fendor bendor
and a runaway plg—not axactly
Greg Hoeffley'

time; But even the worst road
trip can turn into an adventure-
and this is one the Heffloys won't

soon forget

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,

and # 1 New York Times bestsellers:

“In the publishing world,
Kinney is a rock star.”

—MNPR’s “Backseat Book Club”

“Diary of a Wimpy Kid is z “One of the most successful
G- d domination. children's series ever published.”

—TI'I'HE m!ﬁﬂ e —“"l!!hfngt‘on pﬂt

bent on worl

"A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.”

—School Library Journal




